
How to Paint a Bison in the Snow 

Creating a watercolor painting of a bison in the snow can be a rewarding and enjoyable 

experience. With steam rising from its nose and mouth, this scene captures the essence of 

winter's chill and the raw power of this magnificent creature. Follow these steps to bring your 

watercolor bison to life.

Materials Needed

Watercolor paints: (a basic set including colors like burnt sienna, ultramarine blue, and 
white gouache)
Watercolor paper: with the Bison outline already drawn.
Paint brushes: round brushes in different sizes, and a flat brush for washes
Palette:  For mixing colors. (paper plate works great, not included)
Water jars: Two jars, one for rinsing brushes and one with clean water. (not included) 
Paper towels or a cloth: For blotting brushes. (not included)
Masking tape (optional): To secure the paper and create a clean edge. 

Step-by-Step Instructions

   Prepare Your Workspace

Secure your watercolor paper on a flat surface with masking tape to prevent warping.
Arrange your paints, brushes, and water containers within easy reach.
Mix a light wash of blue, black, white to make a gray color to create a cool, muted 
background.
For the snowy ground, leave parts of the paper white, adding light shadows with a diluted 
mix of ultramarine blue.

    Paint the Bison's Base Layer

Begin with a light wash of burnt sienna, covering the body of the bison.
While the wash is still wet, add depth with darker tones by mixing burnt sienna with a 
touch of ultramarine blue for the shadows.
Let the initial layer dry completely before moving to the next step.

   Add Details and Texture

Use a smaller round brush to add details like the bison’s eyes, horns, and fur texture.
For the fur, use a combination of dry brushing and stippling techniques with varying 
shades of brown to create a realistic texture.

   Paint the Steam

Mix a small amount of white gouache with water to create a semi-opaque white.
Using a fine brush, lightly paint the steam rising from the bison's nose and mouth, 
allowing some of the background to show through for a translucent effect.



    Final Touches

Assess your painting for any areas that may need touch-ups or added detail.
Add any additional shadows or highlights to enhance the three-dimensional effect of the 
bison and the snowy landscape.
Remove the masking tape carefully to reveal clean edges.

Tips for Success

Work in layers: Allow each layer to dry before adding more detail to avoid muddy colors.
Experiment with techniques: Try different brushstrokes and techniques to achieve the 
desired texture for fur and snow.
Stay patient: Watercolor requires patience and practice. Embrace the fluidity and 
unpredictability of the medium.

By following these instructions, you can create a captivating watercolor painting of a bison 
in the snow, complete with the soft, ethereal touch of steam rising into the chilly air. Enjoy 
the process and let your creativity flow!


