
How to Paint an Old Barn Scene in Watercolors

Painting a serene winter scene of an old barn with a yellowish tint, accompanied by a round 

hay bale, snow-covered ground, a gray sky, and tree limbs entering from the left, can create 
a stunning and peaceful piece of art. Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you bring this 

picturesque scene to life using watercolors.

Materials You Will Need

Watercolor paper
Watercolor paints
Brushes (variety of sizes: round and flat)
Palette (not included) 
Water container (not included) 
Masking tape (optional)
Paper towels or a clean rag (not included 

Step 1: Prepare Your Workspace

1.  Set up your materials: Make sure your workspace is well-lit and all materials are within 
reach.

2.  Secure your paper: Use masking tape to secure your watercolor paper to a flat surface if 
you want to prevent it from warping.

Step 2: Paint the Sky

1.  Mix gray tones: Use a combination of blue and brown to create different shades of gray 
for the sky.

2.  Apply a wet-on-wet technique: Wet the sky area with clean water, then apply the gray 
tones, allowing them to blend softly.

3.  Create depth: Add darker gray in some areas to depict clouds and create a moody 
atmosphere.

Step 3: Paint the Snow-Covered Ground

1.  Use light washes: With a very diluted blue or purple, apply a light wash to the snow area 
to give it depth and shadows.

2.  Add details: Use a slightly darker shade for shadows and texture, especially around the 
base of the barn and hay bale.

Step 4: Paint the Barn

1.  Create a yellowish tint: Mix yellow ochre with a hint of brown to achieve the barn's 
yellowish tint.

2.  Apply the base color: Use a flat brush to cover the barn, leaving some areas lighter for 
highlights.



3.  Add weathered details: Use a fine brush with darker browns and grays to add texture, 
indicating the wood's grain and age.

Step 5: Paint the Hay Bale

1.  Mix earthy tones: Combine yellow ochre and burnt sienna for the hay bale.
2.  Add texture: Use small, circular brush strokes to mimic the hay's texture. Darken the base 

for shadow and depth.

Step 6: Add the Tree Limbs

1.  Use dark browns: Mix dark browns with a touch of black for the tree limbs.
2.  Paint with precision: Use a fine brush to paint the limbs, ensuring they appear delicate 

yet visible against the sky.

Step 7: Final Touches

1.  Enhance shadows and highlights: Revisit areas that need more contrast. Add darker 
tones for shadows and use a clean brush to lift color for highlights.

2.  Review and adjust: Step back and review your painting. Make any necessary adjustments 
to balance the composition.

Step 8: Let It Dry

Allow your painting to dry completely before removing the masking tape to avoid tearing 
the paper.

By following these steps, you’ll create a beautiful watercolor representation of a nostalgic 
winter scene. Remember, watercolor painting is about embracing the fluidity and 

unpredictability of the medium, so enjoy the process and the unique outcome it brings.


