
How to Paint a Cardinal Sitting on a Water Pump in the Snow 

Creating a watercolor painting of a cardinal perched on a water pump in the snow can be a 

delightful and rewarding project. Below is a step-by-step guide to help you achieve a 

beautiful piece of art.

Materials Needed

Watercolor paper (included) 
Watercolor paints 
Watercolor brushes (small round and flat)
Palette (not included) 
Water container (not included) 
Paper towels (not included) 
Masking tape (optional) (not included) 

Step-by-Step Instructions

Step 1: Prepare Your Workspace

1.  Set up your materials: Ensure you have all your materials within reach.
2.  Secure your paper: Use masking tape to fix the watercolor paper to a flat surface if you 

want to prevent it from warping.

Step 2: Painting the Cardinal

1.  Base coat: Mix a vibrant red for the cardinal’s body. Begin with a light wash, allowing the 
texture of the paper to show through.

2.  Layering and details: Once the base coat is dry, add layers to deepen the red and add 
shadows with a slightly darker red or even a touch of brown.

3.  Eyes and beak: Use black for the eyes and a bright orange for the beak. Add small 
highlights in the eyes for a lifelike effect.

Step 4: Painting the Water Pump

1.  Base color: Use a mix of brown and gray for the water pump. Apply a light wash first.
2.  Details and shadows: Add layers to create the look of worn metal, focusing on shadowed 

areas and details like bolts or seams.
3.  Highlight with white: Use a white or very light gray to suggest highlights where light hits 

the pump.

Step 5: Adding Snow and Background

1.  Snow on the pump: Use a light blue or gray to suggest shadows in the snow on the pump. 
Leave the paper white for the brightest areas.

2.  Background: Create a soft, out-of-focus background with blues and greens to suggest a 
wintery landscape. Use a wet-on-wet technique for a smooth blend.



Step 6: Final Touches

1.  Refine details: Go back to the cardinal and water pump to refine any details or shadows 
as needed.

2.  Add texture: Use a dry brush technique to add texture to the snow and feathers.
3.  Check your work: Step back and look at the overall composition. Make any adjustments 

necessary to balance the elements.

Step 7: Let It Dry

Allow your painting to dry completely before removing it from the surface. This will prevent 

any accidental smudging or damage.

Tips for Success

Layering is key: Watercolors are all about layering. Let each layer dry completely before 
adding the next.
Practice patience: Take your time with each step to achieve the best results.
Experiment: Don’t be afraid to test colors and techniques on a scrap piece of paper 
before applying them to your main piece.

With these instructions, you should be well on your way to creating a stunning watercolor 
painting of a cardinal on a water pump in the snow. Enjoy the process and let your creativity 

shine!


