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Sl udator's CHlote

“Entertaining Angels Unaware”

“Well, hello there,” she spoke out loud, coming up out of her long night of sleep, her eyes
darting from side to side, up and down, half open under the weight of her eyelids.

Since starting my ordained ministry over 20 years ago, | have sat by the bedside of 350+
dying patients and parishioners. Never have | had someone introduce themselves to their
angel. Maybe they had in the quiet work, hidden to us mortals through the guise of sleep,
but | had never had the experience narrated for me in earthly words.

“My name is Barb,” she continued. It’s nice to meet you,” she said intending it for someone
who must have been visiting her from the end of her bed, just above her toes. That day
there was only one angel. Then the hush of sleep fell back over her.

The next day there were three angels. We continued to surround her, care for her, provide
for her as we knew her transition from this earth to the great Beyond was coming closer
each day. “The next day, “there are three of them,” she said as her eyes darted around the
room trying to keep up with them. Over the course of the week the angels’ visits became
more frequent and Barb continued to narrate for us the experience, “There are 7” And then
she woke, on what would be her last day, and proclaimed, “There are a multitude.”

There are two times in life that are the most Holy: the moment we take our first breath into
this world and the moment we take our last. It is the moment that heaven and earth come
the closest together. And yet there are some pretty holy times in between. Many times in
worship you may hear me pray, “Come Holy Spirit, move in, around, among, and through us.”
When we are able to yield to the whims of the Spirit, we may just know what it is to entertain
angels unaware, as Paul reminds us. "Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,” he
says in Hebrews 13:2, “for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

I hope when it is my time and season to entertain the angels, now, tomorrow and when | am
preparing to take my least breath, | will be as willing to meet them and introduce myself to
them as Barb was. For us all, may the invitation to meet a stranger be easy, may the joy of
communion that happens when we dare to show up in the life of another abound within us
when we entertain angels unaware.

I am thankful for you and for the ways you teach me the fullness of God. Happy
Thanksgiving. May you always have someone to share your stories, may you always have
something to eat when you are hungry, may you always be open to entertain the angels, one,
or seven of a whole multitude of them.

Peace and courage,

Pastor Kristin



FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS

Friends and Neighbors had an enjoyable trip to Climax on
Tuesday. Jams quilt shop, the thrift shop, Country Crafts, Rocking M

R Farms and lunch at Dave's Backyard Grill.

Mark your calendars our Annual
We will be going to the Graham museum on November 18th. Congregational Meeting will be held
Leaving at 10:30am on the bus or people may drive. Going out to on Sunday November gth

lunch afterwards. Anyone is welcome to join in. . . . .
immediately following worship.

Women'’s Fellowship

Meeting Notice for Women’s Fellowship.
Note the time change.

We will meet at 11:00 am on
November 11 in the New Fellowship Hall.
We will discuss the use of our funds. The
program will be “On Viewing the Earth from
the Perspective of the North Pole” through
Marcia Cham’s Power Point of their trip to
the Fiords of the Arctic. You are welcome to
bring a sandwich and a drink.

THE SEASON IS UPON US! MARK YOUR CALENDARS! IT'S THAT
TIME OF YEAR AGAIN! TIME TO DECORATE OUR CHURCH FOR THE
CHRISTMAS SEASON! PLEASE JOIN US ON MONDAY, NOV. 24TH AT

6:00 P.M. A LIGHT DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE MUSIC &

Tothe Ch‘;:;:l":v'zg:v' Women’s WORSHIP COMMITTEE FOLLOWED BY FELLOWSHIP AND
Soecial Announfement DECORATING. IT'S ALWAYS A SPECIAL TIME SO PLEASE COME AND
P . JOIN IN THE FUN!
e s raEEet
y giving NOVEMBER 30TH - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
AND DECEMBER 7TH - CHRISTMAS PLAY & LUNCH PROVIDED BY YOUTH
DECEMBER 14TH - CHRISTMAS CAROLING
And be a special Christmas JOE & | WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR ALL OF THE LOVE AND SUPPORT
Present... YOU'VE SHOWN US AFTER MY ACCIDENT AND DURING MY RECOVERY. THE

CARDS, CALLS, FOOD AND PRAYERS HAVE BEEN GREATLY APPRECIATED. |
however, we don’t recommend the AM ON THE MEND AND AM LOOKING FORWARD TO BEING BACK AT CHURCH!
: ; WATCHING THE SERVICE ONLINE HAS BEEN A TRUE BLESSING BUT | LOOK
jars as stocking stuffers. FORWARD TO BEING BACK IN PERSON AND SEEING ALL OF YOUR SMILING
$10 Contact Dee or anyone from FACES!

Women’s Fellowship LOVE, CINDY HUGHES MM@L




Our Youth group consists of ages 6th - 12th grade
and they meet on Sundays at 12 pm if you know
of someone that would like to join! All are welcome!

" UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS

Please note whether it is a Saturday or Sunday!

FALL FEST YOUTH MEETING

2-4pm @ Mt. Hope; Youth 12pm in the youth reom. We
help with various events will be reorganizing our
space!

SOUTHERN
CONFERENCE YOUTH COUNCIL

ZOOM MEETING
Meet at 12pm in the

See information below. conference room!

Meeting goes from 7-8pm!

NOV NO MEETING

30 Enjoy the holiday weekend! /

\

h

Southern Conference - Calling All Middle and High School Students - Let's Talk!
by Rev. Belinda Sledge

Beginning April 13th, as a youth initiative originating at Union Chapel United Church of Christ and
as a start to events leading up to the youth event for 2026, the Southern Conference invites all
middle and high school students to join us via Zoom for an unconventional Bible study experience
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. The 2nd Sunday is
devoted to studying a book from the Bible, and the 4th Sunday features a pre-planned topic of
choice that impacts your daily life, with either a participant leading the discussion or an outside
guest. If you are a young adult in the 20s age group, we also welcome you to participate on both
Sundays to share the wisdom you have obtained during your younger years. The time together will
be facilitated by Rev. Belinda Sledge, Coordinator for the Southern Conference 2024 Youth Event.
You will use the same Zoom link each Sunday:
https://usOéweb.zoom.us /j /828528716637 pwd=iuépSANCSvIKKiRFT7HTz052eVj5S4E. 1
Meeting ID: 828 5287 1663
Passcode: 506260
Dial In:
++1 305 224 1968 US



Mt Hope United Church of Christ
Consistory Minutes September 11, 2025
Members Present: Gloria Apple, Simon Clark, Dora Moore, Sharon Mims, Tracy Buff, Sylvia Belvin, Don Kirkman
The meeting was called to order by Gloria Apple, a quorum was established, and all were welcomed.

Lighting of the Christ Candle
A devotional focused on Matthew 11:28-30 encouraging us to bring our burdens to Jesus and seek His rest was
provided by Sharon Mims.

We Celebrate our Past

Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made by Dora Moore and seconded by Tracy Buff to approve the minutes from the August 2025
consistory meeting. Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report:

August 2025 Consolidated Fund Activity Report showed an ending balance of $173,027.09 with total receipts of
$25,352.32 and total disbursements of $24,687.68 reported. The General Fund end balance was $7,424.03 with
receipts of $22,760.63 and disbursements of $22,282.16. A motion was made by Sylvia Belvin and seconded by
Don Kirkman to approve the report. Motion carried. Discussion was held regarding specific funds, including
distinctions between how they are to be used.

Pastor’s Report

World Communion will be on Sunday October 5. Communion will be served to homebound members and
participation will be needed. There will be a baptism on October 12" for Bellamy Lambe, child of Josh and
Chelsea Lambe.

Young Musicians of Alamance, a non-profit organization, will be using church facilities during the coming year
again. They will only be on the 3" floor one night per week. There is also a request from a local music teacher to
use space for lessons for private students. Arrangements for a percentage-based fee is being discussed.

The Southeast High School vocational students are returning on September 22" and will again work on cleaning
of the 3" floor area and special tasks as they arise. Chris Caviness is working on possible grants that might be
used by the church for varying needs, particularly facility repairs.

Committee Reports

Board of Christian Education
Maintenance and Trustees
Stewardship

Historical

Mission & Outreach Pantry Task Force continues to meet and plan

Music & Worship

Social Concerns Possibility of obtaining additional information on wells was discussed

again.

Communications
WISE Team
Fellowship Committee
Personnel




Prayer of Intercession

Pastor Kristin offered prayers for those in the church in need. Those dealing with illnesses and sickness, as well as
babies of our church family, both on the way and recently arrived.

Old Business

-Projects that continue to need attention include water issues in the basement, repair of the columns, window
replacement and roof repair. Work on obtaining quotes and seeking resources continues.

-Arrangements have been made for mowers for the church property.

New Business

-2025 Congregational Meeting will be held in November., October’s meeting agenda will include the upcoming
year’'s budget to be presented at the Congregational Meeting. Committee chairs have been requested to send

expected needs to Simon Clark.

-The need for new members for next year’s Consistory and Trustees was discussed. Sharon Mims will rotate off
Consistory and Sylvia Belvin declined to seek re-election. Gloria Apple, Tracy Buff, Cheryl McGee and Cheryl
Royal are all up for re-election. Stan Buff will also rotate off as Trustee.

Charge and Benediction
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

W/

Your Grief, Your Way

Grief is deeply personal yet universal,
with no "right: way to experience it. This
session on Nov 2 after worship will explore
the many types of grief and loss and how
it can impact our lives: emotionally,
physically and spiritually. Resources and
ideas for navigating grief will be offered
throughout the session. Whether you are
grieving or supporting someone who is,
this session will provide space for
reflection, sharing and healing.

Presented by: Risa Hanau, LCSW, Clinical &
Community Educator at
AuthoraCare Collective.

WISE Moment
YOU are INVITED!!

What: A Thoughtful WISE Gathering

When: The last Tuesday of every Month at 6:30 PM
(November 25)

Where: WISE Gathering Room

Focus: Exploring the “Why” of our faith and the “How” of
living it. Each month we gather as a WISE (Welcoming,
Inclusive, Supportive and Engaged) community to
reflect on a challenging question — one that stretches
our hearts, invites honest conversation, and deepens
our understanding of how faith moves through our daily
lives.

Who: All are welcome. All voices matter. All questions
are sacred. A circle where every story and perspective is
valued! If you cannot be there feel free to share your
thoughts and drop it in the Godbox in the WISE
Gathering Room

November Question: “What is God asking you to do?”



HELLO

w _ NOVEMBER ===y

e 1% - Fall Fun Fest in the parking lot

e 2nd - Worship @ 10 am - Gather Learn Grow @ 11:15
e 9th - Worship @ 10 am with Communion - Gather Learn Grow @ 11:15
e 11th - Women’s Fellowship @ 11 am in the NFH

e 13" - Consistory Meeting @ 6pm in Conf. rm.

e 16th - Worship @ 10 am with Communion - Gather Learn Grow @ 11:15
e 16" - Youth meeting @ 12 pm

e 17" - Men of Valor @ 6:30 pm

e 18" - Friends & Neighbors @ 10:30 am

e 23rd - Worship @ 10 am - Gather Learn Grow @ 11:15

e 23" - Youth Council Meeting @ 12pm in Conf. Room

e 24™ - Dinner and Christmas Decorating at the church @ 6 pm
e 30th - Worship @ 10 am - Gather Learn Grow @ 11:15

e 30" - No Youth Meeting

*There will be Choir practice on 5™, 12", 19", & None on the 26"
*Yoga on Monday and Thursday in the NFH at 5:30 pm each week.

*Please know every is welcome to attend any event.
*We love to have you bring a friend!

2 - Jeryl Apple) 18 - Emma Jean Greeson

2 - Lisa Andrews 18 - Tammy Chapmon
4 - Nicholas Belvin 19 - Reed Kirkman
4 - Carter Nelson 20 - Lyndsey Neal
, . 5 - Cliff Greeson, Jr. 20 - Jordan Collins
Happy Anniversary .
] , 5-Terry Belvin 22 - Dean Greeson
Randy & Debbie Underwood 11/2 6 - Diane Neese 23 - Jane Fittante
Zeb & Kire” Mims 11/11 | 7 - Ricky Knowles,Jr. 24 - Amanda Freeman
Todd & Tammy Chapmon 11/12 7 - Harden Phipps 24 - Cynthia Morris
Gary & Anne Owens 11,,{”25 7 - Michael Clapp 25 - Jennifer Jarrett
Ray & Sharon MIms 11,26 9 - Debbie Harris 27 - Marianna Fittante
11 - Ilvan Greeson 28 - Ray Mims
% &7 12 - Byron Greeson 28 - Sharon Mims
12 - Zachary Kilby 30 - Emmie Belvin
12 - Lily Moser 30 - Gloria Apple

13 - Ben Oehling 30 - Libby Lowdermilk



Health Care Center

Clapp’s Nursing Center - R. Denny Ingold - (#304)
Clapp's Nursing Center - Robert Ingold (#801)
Blumenthal Health & Rehab Center - Harold Reece, Jr.

Shannon Gray Rehab. & Recovery Ctr. - Carolyn Simpson - (#806)
Liberty Commons - Mary Catherine Moser - (#504)

Mt. Hope Military Connections

Michael Terraforte Solomon Price, Jr.

Kyle Gerner Scott Amick

Wade Greeson Jonathan Vaughn

Members, Friends, & Relatives

Joan May
Krissy Coomer
Betty Neese
Barb Santa
Helen Johnson
Beezer Levens
Bennie Ellington
Dallas Amick
Cindy Hughes
Mildred Strader
Bill Hughes
Terry Clapp
Judy Gerner

Steve Burns
Cindy Hamlett
Amanda Levens
Debra Prater

Emma Jean Greeson

Shirley Harris
Ralph O’Ferrell
Faye Newsome
Dennis Owens
Charlie Hyatt
Martha Tatum
Jo Ann Gauldin

Woody & Peggy Levens
Peggy Greeson

Clifton Greeson

Justin Engle

Peggy Welker

Robert Proctor

Alonzo Smith
Salvatore Richard Holt
Callahan Ellison Gorrell
Martha Whitesell
Kevin Holt

Shirley Kime

Noral & Cindy Belvin
Marie Butler

Lori Wrenner

Craig - Virginia’s Nephew
Shannon’s Godson

Ronnie Slaughter

Nikki Dobson

Chris Freeman

Steve & Peg Burns

The Family of Barb Vaughn
The Family of Linda Neese
Maeve Kathleen Mims



