Conceptual
Learning in
the Library

Empowering Students to
Think, Connect, and Create
from Grades1to 8

e Swipe through to explore meaningful
engagements, creative projects, and
ideas for deeper thinking in your library.

@ Tannu Jain



 Grades 1-2




Concepts: Identity, Author, Character

» Conceptual Understanding/ Focus:

Stories help us understand who we are and how we
are different from others.

Learning Engagement:
Read multiple books by the same author; discuss how
the author’s identity shapes stories.

¢® Project Idea:
Author Study Poster — Explore recurring themes across
an author’s waork.

.| Conceptual Transfer:
Compare how authors' identities influence the
characters they. create in different books or cultures.



Concepts: Community, Library Rules, Helpers

4

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:
Communities function best when everyone adheres to
shared rules and responsibilities.

Learning Engagement:
Create a class contract for library rules; role-play helper
responsibilities.

¢ Project Idea:
Community Mural - [llustrate how everyone contributes
to a safe, inclugive library.

-] Conceptual Transfer:
Apply understanding of shared responsibilities in the
library to digital eitizenship or classroom communities.



Concepts: Change, Story Events, Series Books

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:

Change shapes characters, stories, and how we grow as
readers.

=

Learning Engagement:
Compare characters from the start to the end of a story to
explore changes.

¢ Project Idea:
Story Timeline - Show how characters or settings change
over time.

-] Conceptual Transfer:
Relate character growth in stories to changes in students
own lives, like moving schools or gaining new roles.

?



Concepts: Expression, Book Illustrations, Read-Alouds

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:
We express ideas and feelings through pictures, words, and
voice.

=

Learning Engagement:
Draw or dramatise scenes from a story to express emotions
and ideas.

¢¢ Project Idea:
Class Book of Expressions - Combine student artwork and
emotions in one book.

=] Conceptual|Transfer:
Compare expressions in books, audiobooks, and movies to
understand how different media convey similar ideas.



o '.ades 3—4




Concepts: Perspective, Biographies, Folktales

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:
People’s perspectives shape how stories are told and
understood.

Learning Engagement:
Read biographies and folktales from different cultures;
discuss the storyteller’s view.

¢ Project Idea:
Culture Booklet — Compare how different cultures view
the same concept (e.g., heroism).

-] Conceptual Transfer:
Contrast perspectives from folktales of different cultures
or periods; relate to history or current events.



Concepts: Organisation, Classification Systems, Index

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:

Organising information helps us access and use knowledge
efficiently.

Learning Engagement:
Use a scavenger hunt to teach how to find books using the
index or classification.

¢ Project Idea:
Library Tour Guides - Students teach younger peers how to
navigate the library.

-] Conceptual Transfer:

Apply library classification systems to organising personal
collections or science data categories.



Concepts: Culture, Multicultural Books, Traditions

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:
Stories reflect the values and traditions of different
cultures.

Learning Engagement:
Explore picture books from different cultures and discuss
shared traditions.

¢ Project Idea:
Global Story Festival — Students present a story from
their culture with visuals.

-] Conceptual Transfer:
Use stories from various cultures to explore how
traditions and values influence behaviors and beliefs.



Concepts: Pattern, Story Structure, Repeated Genres

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:

Recognising patterns helps us predict, understand, and
enjoy what we read.

(=

Learning Engagement:
Map story arcs or recurring structures in favourite books
or genres.

¢ Project Idea:
Genre Tracker Chart - Create graphs showing reading
preferences and story types.

-] Conceptual Transfer:
Track similar ‘Story structures across genres and then
connect to life patterns or recurring events in history.






Concepts: Evidence, Primary/Secondary Sources

<

Strong evidence helps us support our ideas and evaluate
information.

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:

Learning Engagement:
Evaluate two sources on the same topic for credibility and
evidence.

¢ Project Idea:
Source Credibility Infographic — Design a visual
comparing reliable vs. unreliable sources.

-] Conceptual Transfer:
Evaluate claims across different text types and apply them
to peer discussions or social debates.



Macro Concept: System, Information, Database
Navigation

¢ Conceptual Understanding / Focus:

Classification Systems help us categorise, store, and
retrieve information.

LS

Learning Engagement:

Conduct a library treasure hunt using Dewey Decimal
clues.

¢ Project Idea:

Build-a-Library - Students design and explain their
library classification system.

=] Conceptual Transfer:

Transfer understanding of classification systems to
systems in technology or nature (e.g., search engines,
ecosystems).



Macro Concept: Bias, Author’s Purpose, News Reports

« Conceptual Understanding / Focus

All information reflects a particular viewpoint, which
shapes how people understand or respond to it.

(=

Learning Engagement:
Analyse headlines from different news sources to detect
bias.

¢ Project Idea:
News Detective Journal - Weekly reflections on
identifying bias in current events.

-] Conceptual Transfer:
[dentity author bias and then compare with media,
advertisements; Or opinion pieces in other disciplines.






Concepts: Power, Propaganda, Media Influence

(=

Information can be used to shape beliefs and control
narratives.

« Conceptual Understanding / Focus

Learning Engagement:
Debate: "Can media influence what people believe?"
using real-world news examples.

¢ Project Idea:
Media Mindset Campaign - Create posters showing how
media shapes perception.

-] Conceptual Transfer:
Analyse how media framing affects public opinion;
connect with prepaganda in history or literature.



Macro Concept: Ethics, Citation, Intellectual Property

» Conceptual Understanding/ Focus

Ethical research respects ownership, truth, and shared
knowledge.

A=

Learning Engagement:
Teach citation and plagiarism through real-life case
studies.

¢ Project Idea:
Citation Guidebook - Students create a handbook for
ethical research and referencing.

=] Conceptual Transfer:
Discuss the ethical use of sources and relate it to
responsible behaviour in digital or social environments.



Macro Concept: Interdependence, Open-Source,
Information Networks

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus:

Sharing and accessing information create global
interdependence.

(1[5

Learning Engagement:
Create collaborative wikis or research boards across classes
or grade levels.

¢ Project Idea:
Open Knowledge Web - Map how different sources
contribute to shared understanding.

=] Conceptual Transfer:
Explore how shared knowledge contributes to global learning
communities (e.g., Wikipedia or Creative Commons).



Macro Concept: Expression, Blogs, Multimedia Reviews

» Conceptual Understanding / Focus
People use diverse formats to express opinions, beliefs,
and creativity.

LS

Learning Engagement:
Publish a multimedia book review blog or podcast
episode.

¢ Project Idea:
Student Literary Review Blog — Share book reviews or
opinion pieces using multimedia tools.

=] Conceptual Transfer:
Use formats like blogs, podcasts, and visual storytelling
to transfer traditional book reviews to new media.



Let’s Rethink the
Library Together.

| The library isn’t just a place for reading
—it’s a space for discovery, collaboration,
and reflection.

@ Fromread-alouds to research boards,
your library can spark thinking that lasts a

lifetime.

@ Tannu Jain



Found this useful?

Share it with your network and
help spread the word!

Want more like this? Follow me at
@username
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