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Left All Alone...So It Seems

At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me.
May it not be held against them. But the Lord stood at my side and gave me
strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed, and all

the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion's mouth. —

2 Timothy 4:16-17

You cried for help. You tried to fix the relationship. You tried
telling the truth. You weren't looking for anyone to take sides.
You just wanted those who called themselves Christians to
take a stand for righteousness. But because you weren't the
leader or the one in a high position, you were made to look like
you were crazy. You were left all alone to fight forit,tocryin
silence, and to carry the weight of it all by yourself.

Oh, but even though you felt defeated, as though no one would
stand with you, help you, or fight against the wrong being done
to you, you were never alone. It looked like you were alone. It
seemed like you were alone. It felt like you were alone. But God
was with you the entire time.

Because you chose to do right, live right, and treat those who
hurt, publicly humiliated, and betrayed you with righteousness,
God was fighting battles you could not see. While others were
speaking against you, Heaven was speaking for you. While




others were building a case against you, God was building a
testimony through you.

At some point, the lies told about you will be proven to be
exactly what they are—lies. At some point, what was done in
darkness will be exposed by the light. At some point, what
others refused to acknowledge, God Himself will reveal. And
while you remain silent, trusting Him, God will become your
defense.

The Apostle Paul understood this pain. Everyone deserted him.
No one showed up. No one defended him. Yet he did not focus
on who abandoned him; he focused on Who stood beside him.

"The Lord stood at my side and gave me strength."

What sustained Paul was not the presence of people but the
presence of God.

Sometimes God will allow you to stand alone so you can
discover that He is enough. Sometimes He will remove every
earthly support so you learnto lean completely upon Him. And
when the dust settles, you'll realize that what felt like
abandonment was actually divine protection and preparation.

The lion's mouth may have been open, but it did not devour you.

The accusations may have been loud, but they did not define
you.

The betrayal may have wounded you, but it did not destroy you.




God has delivered you. God is sustaining you. And God will
vindicate you in His perfect time.

Until then, keep your heart pure. Keep your hands clean. Keep
walking in obedience. Let God handle what you cannot.

You may feel alone, but feelings are not facts.
The Lord is standing beside you even now.
Prayer

Father, thank You for standing with me when others walk away.
Thank You for being my defender when | am misunderstood,
falsely accused, betrayed, or abandoned. Help me to trust Your
justice instead of seeking my own vindication. Give me the
strength to continue walking in righteousness even when no
one else stands beside me. Remind me that Your presence is
greater than the approval of people and that You are working
behind the scenes on my behalf. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Reflection:
When everyone else walked away, who was still standing? The
answer is the same today as it was for Paul: The Lord stood at
my side and gave me strength.

Be blessed everyone!
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