


ABOUT JOHN

John Henry Bates, a Natchez, Mississippi
native, is a force of nature.

Husband, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, retired police officer, and
successful entrepreneur.

This is a man who has seen it all and has
stories to tell...
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ANSWERING THE CALL FOR
EQUALITY

As one of few African American police officers in
Natchez, Mississippi, John watched the world around
him crumble under the weight of injustice. Torn
between duty and defiance, he chose a different path
- a quiet, internal revolution.

Working from within the system, he built unlikely
alliances, forging connections with Hollywood elites
and powerful politicians.

His journey, a testament to the enduring power of
internal strength, mirrors the evolution of a nation.
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Ccity Hall over

flrmg of Bates

A small group of blacks, led by the
Rev. Leon Howard, picketed City Hall
Friday in protest of the Jan. 12 firing of
Natchez Police Detective John Bates.

Weathering cold rain, the group of
seven walked the Pearl ‘itreet block in
front of City Hall from-noon to 1 p.m.

The group alleges Bates' firing was
discriminatory.

Natchez Pollce Chief C.C. Bahin
relieved Bates from duty Dec. 28 for
refusing to obey the order of a ranking
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any decisions are up to Bates and &
Natchez Civil Service Commissio
Byrne said.

On the night in quﬁuon, Bahin
Natchez Police s
Easton ordered Bates to
report of shots being fired at
glngl; tgmery store on U.S. 61§
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he said.
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D AKIN Q2
Entreprencurship & Leadership

Building a legacy: from vision to reality.
Overcoming obstacles and achieving success.
Challenges faced by minority entrepreneurs.
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Inspiring change from within.
Faith & leadership principles.
Servant leadership.

Leadership
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Fostering Strong Families
& Communities

Insights into building strong family bonds.
Importance of community involvement
and social leadership.

Mentoring and guiding our young adults.
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