Social Media in the Writing Classroom:
Connecting Global Communities

Drew has a problem. His students don't see the value of their writing lessons, and they've become disengaged. If
only he could find a way to make his writing lessons relevant to their daily lives....
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Mmtq creaﬁmty theorists denounce What students need to learn about

traditional Sthﬂﬂlh\g for the ways in o writing is not just how to work
which it disaiph’nes students fo seek & within existing conventions but
the one right answer, thus limiting how to wake thew anew.
both what students can [earn and (Levereuz, 2014, p.2)
what they can produce.
(Leverenz, 2014, . 6)
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Drew thought about his problem all day, and he was still thinking about it when he went to sleep. That night, Drew
had a dream...




That morning, Drew realized "students are actively engaged in a wide range of digital literacy activities in out-of-
school settings, such as emailing, chatting, gaming, and publishing" (Zheng et al., 2018, p. 3).

‘,_(-(N Teachers should provide students with the social 1"
and intercultural knowledge necessary to
respond appropriately to the differiug values, / /
discourses, and practices utilized in diverse -
linguistic and cultural communities.
(Zhewng et al., 2018, p. 4)
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Drew decided that bringing social media into his classroom could make writing relevant to his students, and it
offered a means of fostering multicultural learning that would expose his students to new perspectives.

We are all different from different _ﬁ% ﬁ

perspectives. But I think being Today, we're going to work
together following a design plan
to crente social media posts that gé
will introduce our class to a
group of students in China!

different is good, because you present
a different point of view. You may

have the chauce to make o differeuce.
(Lan, 2011, 01:24)
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