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Thank you God, for making 

me humble among the proud, 

proud among the mighty, 

mighty in poverty and great in 

plenty. 

 

Javier Clemente Engonga. 
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When your brother is your friend, 

you are in good hands, you are 

blessed; but if your brother is your 

enemy, you are lost in the hands of 

the enemy, whom you mistake for a 

brother, and that is the beginning of 

the end, before it has even begun. 

 

Javier Clemente Engonga. 

25 of March, 2021 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

METAMORPHOSIS 

 

Change or transformation of one thing 

into another, especially a change that 

is surprising or extraordinary and 

affects a person's fortune, character, 

or status. 
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Introduction 
 

In a world of constant change and in 

which international economic 

empires aspire to total control of the 

economic policy of developing 

countries, Africa is now more than 

ever in a very vulnerable position. 

On the one hand, the former 

metropolises that for centuries and 

up to the present have plundered 

and exploited the African continent 

without any respect, now come with 

a ''new suit'', with a new facet of 

''partners'' or allies for ''international 

cooperation'', a model of cooperation 

in which only what the biggest and 
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most armed countries say matters, 

the same countries that have divided 

Africa and Africans into a bunch of 

tiny countries that cannot even agree; 

a cooperation based on 

systematically ignoring the real 

needs of the African continent 

because, in the end, it is only the sole 

responsibility of the African Peoples 

and their leaders. 

On the other hand, the constant 

international conflicts that demand 

more and more raw materials and 

whose massive export and the 

institutionalized corruption that 

accompanies it greatly limit the 

possibilities of growth and 

development of African nations. 
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Thus, the 21st century is only the 

beginning of an era in which Africa 

must either define its political and 

economic independence towards its 

industrial development for the 

prosperity of the African peoples or 

suffer the consequences of 

submission to the colonial empires 

that now claim to be ''friends of 

Africa''. 

Be that as it may, China's role in 

Africa's history and present is and 

will be crucial, but at the same time 

raises many questions. 

Africa needs allies, not fake friends, 

and that has been the result of the 

sad history since the first contacts 

with Europeans on the African 
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continent. They came neither to do 

good, nor to stay, but to take 

everything by land, sea and air, and 

Africa cannot go through that again, 

nor allow it to continue to happen, 

no matter who it may concern. 

The case of China is even more 

worrying for many because its 

hunger for raw materials is more 

voracious and has no limits, but 

cooperation with the Asian giant is 

leaving along its path unprecedented 

development and progress in many 

African countries. 

Indeed, between 2001 and 2018 alone, 

China lent approximately $126 

billion to African countries, and 

invested $41 billion in FDI (Foreign 

Direct Investment), which has 
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transformed many African nations 

from poverty and extreme 

underdevelopment into 'rays' of 

hope. 

Unlike the traditional despoilers of 

the African continent and promoters 

of its systematic underdevelopment, 

China desires industrialization, 

progress and economic growth for 

Africa, but for this to materialize, it 

must first be a credible reality in the 

minds of Africans. 

There is no point in wishing Africa 

well if Africans prefer to remain 

subservient to the role that racism 

and unfair trade - if you can even call 

it trade - has bequeathed to them. 
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Why is China in Africa? 

Well, you will find the answer in this 

book. 

Thank you for reading these lines. 

Javier Clemente Engonga. 

14.07.2022 
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" It doesn't matter if a cat is black or 

white; as long as it catches mice, it's 

a good cat". 

Deng Xiao Ping 
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´´ Death comes to us all, but varies 

in its meaning: to die for the 

reactionary is lighter than a feather; 

to die for the Revolution is heavier 

than Mount Tai ". 

Mao Zedong 
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The fool, because he is a fool, only 

does foolish things; the fool, 

because he is a fool, only acts out of 

spite. The wise man keeps silent, 

but does not give, because it is well 

known that he who laughs last is 

not like he who laughs first, and 

when you live among the corrupt, 

you have no reason to play the fool. 

 

Javier Clemente Engonga. 
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REVOLUTION 

WITHOUT EXCUSES 
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In the words of the great Chinese 

philosopher Confucius, if a 

government does not create 

prosperity and wealth for its people, 

it is because it does not want to and 

not because it cannot. 

That has been the reality of the 

Chinese people after Mao Zedong's 

Revolution or the Chinese 

Revolution that began in 1949 and 

was the precedent for the 

construction of the society and the 

People's Republic of China that 

today is one of the leading global 

economies in a society designed to 

produce abundance, and maintain 

peace, stability and territorial 

integrity. 
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It was not an easy road, as the 

Revolution also claimed millions of 

lives, and the struggle against 

foreign powers who wished to 

maintain a system of pseudo-

colonization and exploitation of 

China using the old method of 

''divide and rule'', but failed to defeat 

and destroy the desire for freedom 

and development of a society ill 

accustomed to misery. 

In fact, the foreign powers and their 

usual interventionism did during the 

last years of imperial China 

whatever they wanted in China. 

During the last years of the reign of 

the Qing dynasty, and after the two 

Opium Wars against foreign powers 

led by the United Kingdom of Great 
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Britain (between 1839 and 1842) 

ended with the loss of control of the 

main commercial ports of China such 

as the Ports of Tianjing or Shanghai, 

as well as the loss of Hong Kong as 

part of the Chinese territory. 

After the defeat of the Qing empire 

in the Sino-Japanese War (1894-95), 

the decrepit imperial government 

lost what remained of its credibility 

and control over Chinese territories 

and politics, which greatly 

influenced the aspirations for 

momentous change in China by 

nationalist groups inside and outside 

the country, especially by the 

millions of Chinese living abroad, 

mainly in Southeast Asia and the 
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Americas, who called for serious 

reforms to re-establish China's 

territorial unity and independence or 

else a revolution and change of 

system and government. 

All this led to the first Revolutionary 

Alliance or Tongmenghui (August 20, 

1905) led by Sun Yat-sen, a 

nationalist with socialist tendencies, 

who advocated replacing Qing rule 

with a republican government. 

In the following years, and 

considering that all the revolts 

initiated by the Alliance took place in 

southern China, they were harshly 

repressed by the imperial 

government, however, the 

revolutionaries were gaining ground, 

until in the autumn of 1911, an 
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insurgent uprising in Wuchang 

became the first major nationalist 

revolt.  

And as the imperial government's 

loss of territorial control increased 

and after its inability to stop the 

revolts, the Qing imperial court had 

no choice but to give in to the 

demands of the nationalists by 

making a series of concessions in 

order to modernize the imperial 

government towards a constitutional 

monarchy.  

 

It was in this context that the 

imperial court appointed Yuan 

Shikai, a Chinese military and civil 
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servant, as the new prime minister of 

China, but it backfired as Yuan 

Shikai ended up abolishing the Qing 

Dynasty in 1912 and proclaimed 

himself emperor, and soon after, 

through negotiations, the first 

president of Republican China. 

But before he could retake the areas 

captured from the revolutionaries, 

the provinces began to declare their 

allegiance to the Revolutionary 

Alliance. 

After the occupation of Shanghai by 

the revolutionaries in November 

1911, the Revolutionary Alliance 

moved its headquarters to Shanghai 

and after the establishment of the 

Nanjing Provisional Government, a 

provisional government set up 
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during the Xinhai Revolution by the 

revolutionaries in 1912, the 

headquarters was moved to Nanjing.  

On January 20, 1912, a general 

assembly was held in Nanjing, 

attended by thousands of members. 

In August 1912, the Tongmenghui 

formed the core of the Kuomintang, 

the ruling political party of the 

republic, a nationalist party that was 

the dominant party in China during 

the Republican Era from 1928 to 1949, 

when most of mainland China was 

under its control but the party 

subsequently withdrew from the 

mainland to Taiwan on December 7, 

1949, following its defeat in the 

Chinese Civil War by Chinese 
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Communist Party forces led by Mao 

Zedong. 

The triumph of the Chinese 

Communist Party and its revolution 

against the Nationalist Republicans 

marked the beginning of the true 

independence of the Chinese People, 

a people who endured the influences 

and abuses of the so-called 

provincial and district leaders or 

governors who became by default 

Warlords, and who maintained the 

feudal system and exploitation of the 

peasant majority, which were, by 

default, the main force supporting 

the Chinese Communist Party and its 

Revolution. 

During that whole period, from 1839 

to 1949, Africa had already fallen 
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under the control of foreign powers 

in the same way as they had already 

been initiated in China by the same 

time and by the same invading 

powers but, given the terrible 

weakening of the African continent 

in that period, its society and culture 

had already suffered during that 

period, its society and culture had 

already suffered for centuries the 

consequences of the slave trade and 

the unpunished plundering of its 

resources and territories since June 7, 

1494 when, through the Treaty of 

Tordesillas, the Kings of Spain and 

Portugal decided to establish slavery, 

murder and exploitation of Africa 

and Africans as their personal 

business. 
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Deng Xiao Ping & Mao Zedong  

With differnent african leaders. 
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It takes a short time to liberate a country, 

but it takes a lifetime to build a country. 

Javier Clemente Engonga. 
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AFRICA & CHINA:  

FIRST CONTACTS 
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Message: 

As long as we continue to wait for the coming of 

the Messiah the world will continue to live a 

great nightmare: it is time to wake up. 
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China and Africa initiated direct maritime 

contacts as early as the 7th century, long 

before the incursions and invasions of the 

European powers. 

Since then, trade and cultural exchanges 

between China and Africa have expanded.  

In the 15th century, Zheng He, a well-

known Chinese navigator, led fleets to the 

east coast of Africa four times and visited 

the places where Somalia and Kenya are 

today.  

Anthropological evidence is evident in the 

traits of some ethnicities or isolated tribes 

located in those places where the 

descendants of Chinese seafarers who 

decided to stay in Africa still retain the 

genetic, cultural and even linguistic traits of 

their Asian ancestors. 
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The Chinese envoys introduced China to 

Africa, expanded their knowledge of Africa 

and the African people, and established 

friendly ties with the African people.  

In those times, the concept of division and 

separation introduced by Westerners did 

not exist in Africa. 

As Teobaldo Filesi, a Western historian, 

said in his book China and Africa in the 

Middle Ages (published in 1972), the visits 

made by the Chinese fleet testify that the 

Chinese were not invaders and did not 

impose their ideas on others.  

After these initial trips, envoys from several 

African countries also visited China, 

something that even the Chinese 

government itself acknowledges. 
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China and Africa share similar experiences 

in modern and contemporary history, as 

both continental territories have suffered 

invasion, plunder and enslavement by 

colonialists.  

In fact and to this day, Western or 

European foreigners are referred to in 

Chinese as invading manadarin or Yang 

Ren (洋人) as opposed to the term applied 

for all foreigners or outsiders, Wai Guo Ren 

(外国人）。 

As a result, the Chinese and African people 

have lent each other sympathy and support 

in their struggles against colonialism and 

for independence and national liberationr. 

However, whereas in China a national 

unification or nationalist revolution 

triumphed, and subsequently a Civil War 

with the triumph of the lower classes - 
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similar to the French revolution in Europe - 

which culminated in the triumph of 

Communism and subsequently the 

establishment of Socialism with Chinese 

Characteristics; in Africa unfortunately, and 

in spite of the partial triumph of the 

independences in the middle of the 20th 

century, foreign or invading influences 

have triumphed in the destruction of the 

cultural identity and the thought of African 

unity and independence, cementing an 

economic dependence that has transformed 

Western countries into ''rich and 

developed'' countries thanks to African 

resources and their exploitation, while it 

has turned Africa into a continent with 54 

countries totally dependent on the 

community of Western countries, also 
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called ''International Community'' and 

therefore into poor countries. 
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In short, so many things have been 

missing that everyone has forgotten that 

everything is done in its own time, and 

you can't do everything at the same time, 

just as you can't do everything wrong all 

the time. 

Africa is so dependent on the West that it 

has forgotten that it can be independent 

and has Stockholm Syndrome. 

. 
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Message: 

The truth is an open secret and that is why everyone 

seeks it but not everyone finds it, and some just hide it. 
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AN UNEXPECTED 

ECONOMIC 

GROWTH 
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MESSAGE: 

History is precisely the justification that this 

world deserves a big change. 
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After centuries of attempts to 

destabilize, divide, raid and control 

the territories that make up what is 

now the People's Republic of China, 

the Western powers did not easily 

accept that a communist system 

could even guarantee the results 

aspired to by the young Mao Zedong 

and his Communist Revolution. 

This revolution was the result of the 

triumph of the Red Army or People's 

Liberation Army, formed by Mao 

Zedong and other communist 

leaders during the Chinese Civil War 

(1928-1937) and which later served 

Mao to proclaim on October 1, 1949, 

the founding of the People's 

Republic of China, a Marxist-Leninist 
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one-party state controlled by the 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP). 

Of course, for the Westerners - the 

Western economic powers - 

Communism was something that 

''simply could not work'' because it 

was not conceived possible to 

achieve a unitary and efficient socio-

economic and political system in 

such a large country and territory 

since certain elements were required 

such as a disciplined and qualified 

labor force for economic and 

industrial production, generation 

and mobilization of economic 

resources and a government model 

that allowed strategic investment 

and the necessary international 

alliances to balance the import and 
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export trade balances, but they were 

absolutely wrong. 

The first challenge that Mao 

Zedong's communist government 

undoubtedly faced was the 

transformation of the Chinese 

economy from a purely agrarian 

system to an industrial economy. 

It was not easy, nor was it a road 

without ups and downs, and the 

planned economy or economic plans 

were key to the economic 

industrialization of the Asian giant 

from the very beginning of the 

People's Republic of China. 
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Mao Zedong meeting with several african leaders. 

 

The Great Leap Forward was in fact 

a campaign undertaken by the 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 

between 1958 and early 1960 to 

organize its population, and 

establish large-scale rural communes, 

to address China's industrial and 

agricultural problems.  

It was a very ambitious plan but 

many factors influenced the 
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unsatisfactory results that were 

conceived in that first attempt to 

accelerate development and 

industrialization in such a large 

country. 

The experience served, however, to 

motivate a series of political purges 

known as the Cultural Revolution, 

which affected the CPC society and 

leadership, including one of its most 

pragmatic leaders and political 

successors to Mao Zedong: Deng 

Xiao Ping. 

In my book, Supreme Leader: Deng 

Xiaoping (2021) I give an objective 

review of the life, experience, 

achievements and overall tenure of 

the ''Father of China's Economic 



 

Why China is in Africa? 

 

by Javier Clemente Engonga 

 

Miracle,'' as Chinese historians have 

dubbed this charismatic leader. 

 

Deng Xiaoping con el presidente africano, Robert Mugabe en 

1985. 

a) In short, and after the death of 

Mao Zedong (1976), Deng 

Xiaoping (1904-1997) became 

the leader of the CCP by 

default although he never 

officially occupied the highest 

rank in the Party, and initiated 
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the policies of reform and 

opening up of China, which 

were the foundation of his 

political-economic theory or 

philosophy, known as the 

Theory of Deng Xiaoping, the 

foundation of Socialism with 

Chinese Characteristics.  

b) This socialism with Chinese 

characteristics was 

characterized, it is worth the 

redundancy, in the opening of 

China to the world, with a 

special approach to the 

countries of Africa and Latin 

America in order to establish 

strategic and economic 

alliances and increase the 
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power and influence of the 

People's Republic of China 

outside its borders. 

c) One of the great milestones of 

Deng Xiaoping's economic 

policy is the proposal of the 

three appropriate steps for 

China's economic 

development strategy within 

seventy years, such as: 

d)   Doubling the 1980 Gross 

National Product and ensuring 

that the people have enough 

food and clothing, which was 

achieved by the end of the 

1980s. 
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e) Quadrupling the Gross 

National Product of 1980 by 

the end of the twentieth 

century, which was achieved 

in 1995 well ahead of schedule. 

f) To increase the Gross 

National Product per capita to 

the level of moderately 

developed countries by 2050, 

by which time, according to 

Deng Xiaoping, the Chinese 

people will be fairly well off 

and modernization will have 

basically been achieved. 
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Integrating what we are with what we want to be 

is the first step to really do what we can do and 

thus go very far. 

Javier Clemente Engonga 
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TWO SIDES OF THE SAME 

COIN 
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MESSAGE: 

Progress is the destiny of all good organization, 

and disorder is ordered with organization. And 

do not be discouraged when they say that we 

Guineans are the dumbest people in the world 

because they simply lack objective data, they 

have not seen the best of our country, because the 

best of our country is inside, as well as outside. 

Equatorial Guinea makes the sub-region and the 

African continent shine even brighter, because we 

are a country full of Stars of Destiny. 
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Africa and China are two sides of the same 

coin, two continental territories beset by 

colonization and foreign invasions, 

plundering of their resources and peoples, 

slavery and poverty. 

China is in Africa to share its experience 

with Africa and to remind Africans that 

underdevelopment is neither a divine 

design nor a permanent state. 

China does not have the natural, mineral 

and energy resources of Africa, but neither 

is it a place of poor and economically 

worthless subsoil. 

It is in fact the exploitation of its own 

natural, mineral and agricultural resources 

that has provided China with sufficient 

expertise to be able to share its technology, 
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experience, development and resources 

with African countries. 

That is the fundamental principle of the 

Chinese government's investment plan, the 

Belt & Road Initiative, originally known as 

"One Belt, One Road. 
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Life takes so many turns that there is nothing 

better than to live always awake. 

Javier Clemente Engonga 
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A FUTURE OF 

DIVERSIFICATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT 
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Note: 

Sometimes the worst is the best, to better assess 

the circumstances and to draw from them the 

maximum learning: that is what you get from 

experience. 
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Africa's future is not the future that 

the naïve expect. 

It is not a future of disorder and 

blatant and shameless corruption. 

The future of Africa is a future of 

justice, real justice and not just a 

word. 

It is a future where Africans have 

learned and understood that they 

deserve to live in peace and that 

peace is non-negotiable and it is the 

duty of all of us to work together to 

contribute, and not to destroy that 

peace, which has not been easy to 

build. 
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Peace is not only the absence of wars, 

for there are silent wars that appear 

to be peace, but are bloodier. 

There are wars of hatred, family 

wars, tribal wars, ethnic wars, wars 

for revenge, and all kinds of silent 

conflicts that, when they cease to be 

so, only destroy peace. 

Some Africans, and unfortunately 

more and more of them, have known 

what terror is in their flesh, and have 

experienced hell in their own 

country. 

Their reality is also the reality of 

Africa, a reality that has no place in 

the future of Africa. 
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Do good and avoid evil, and I wish 

we were all like that. 

Because many live doing evil and are 

never punished, while others are 

tormented and terrorized all their 

lives. 

That is the problem that causes 

impunity and injustice when justice 

and law are conspicuous by their 

absence. 

Nothing that destroys peace is good 

for the future of a country, and 

nothing and no one that makes 

Africa a corrupt, poor and 

underdeveloped country is good for 

its People. 

Underdevelopment and poverty are 

the proof that everything else neither 
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works nor can work, because a rich 

country like Africa cannot persist in 

underdevelopment and poverty. 
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Message. 

A miracle is an inexplicable or very 

difficult to explain fact, which 

sometimes escapes the scrutiny of 

reason and good sense, because it 

belongs to the realm of the divine. 
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INDUSTRIALIZATION 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
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Only the People's Republic of China 

has a tangible international 

cooperation project that implies a 

direct investment and development 

opportunity for Africa. 

But this is not enough if Africa does 

not have its own investment, 

diversification and economic 

development project. 

The African Union, anchored in its 

direct and budgetary dependence on 

Western powers, has not been able to 

devise any investment promotion 

and development program aimed at 

ending colonization and economic 

neo-colonization. 
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For the Chinese government, Africa's 

infrastructural development needs, 

which are aggravated on a catalog of 

disadvantaged conditions in the field 

of global trade competitiveness, find 

some balance and hope with Sino-

African cooperation.  

Indeed, the central objective of 

China's investment, development 

and technology transfer plans in 

Africa aim to build a large unified 

market and take full advantage of 

both international and domestic 

markets, through cultural exchange 

and integration, to enhance the 

mutual understanding and trust of 

nations, to give rise to an innovative 
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model of capital inflows, talent pools 

and technology databases. 

If for the rest of the world China 

represents an optimistic future in 

terms of investment and economic 

policy, for Africa, the People's 

Republic of China and bilateral 

cooperation represents the solution 

to many of the problems affecting 

countries on the African continent at 

present. 

In Africa, China is seeking to 

establish alliances that traditional 

colonialism can not affect either 

directly or indirectly, as it does not 

affect anything for the reality of the 

Chinese people and its economy. 

China wishes to collaborate with a 

free African continent, but the reality 



71 
 

 
Why China is in Africa? 

 

 by Javier Clemente Engonga 

 

 
 71 

is that many African countries are 

still suffering from a "Stockholm 

Syndrome" that makes them think 

that they are not only poor and 

underdeveloped countries, but that 

they must also remain tied to the 

terms of international cooperation 

based on plunder, exploitation and 

abuse. 
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I only know that I know 

something, even if I don't know 

everything; he who only knows 

that he knows nothing, well, 

good for him, at least I know 

that I know something, even if I 

don't know everything. 

Javier Clemente Engonga 
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THE AFRICAN 

ECONOMIC MIRACLE. 
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The Chinese Economic Miracle is a 

reality that has been brewing since 

the beginning of the 21st century. 

In 1999, Times Magazine declared 

Africa as a continent in ruins, 

forgotten by the world and 

impoverished by its own faults, 

which was nothing more than 

propaganda to favor the interests of 

the same Western powers that traffic 

in Africa's resources and raw 

materials as ''commodities'' in the 

international stock markets. 

Oil and gas, minerals, fruits and 

vegetables, cereals, timber and a 

great variety of African natural 

resources are traded on international 

markets without any real benefit for 
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the producing countries, mostly 

African countries. 

Since the 2000s, China's trade with 

Africa has increased 20-fold 

(exceeding $200 billion in 2019) and 

its FDI in Africa has increased 100-

fold (reaching $49.1 billion in 2019). 

China's FDI stock in Africa 

amounted to $110 billion in 2019, 

contributing to more than 20% of 

Africa's economic growth. 

China's goal in Africa is to bring 

about economic and development 

momentum for the African continent 

in a way that facilitates the 

proliferation of the welfare climate 

currently enjoyed by the Chinese 
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people, despite being the most 

populous country in the world. 

The African Economic Miracle is a 

reality still in the process of 

materializing, a reality that for the 

countries that exploit Africa and 

Africans with impunity is a real 

nightmare, because their economic 

system does not conceive that 

African prosperity and industrial 

development can provide something 

positive for the traditional exploiters 

of Africa. 
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In short, China is in Africa, to 

facilitate Africa's industrial growth 

in a crucial period for the world, as 

Africa must define whether it wants 

to remain the pantry of all or use its 

resources for its own benefit, its 

development and its progress. 
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"Malcolm taught...the truth that our 

history did not begin in slavery but 

that our ancestors, refined and 

industrial African men and women, 

were the architects of the great 

civilizations". 

Ilyasah Shabazz, Malcolm's 

daughter X 
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