Lothian Teachers Mountaineering Club

Milehouse Meet Report February 20/21 2026

Five members and one guest attended this meet: -  Oli, Val, Brian, Jenny, Grace and husband Phil. Dale unfortunately had to drop out at the last minute. On Friday evening the stove was soon blazing away and the cottage quickly warmed up. Four members walked down to the Boathouse Restaurant for an excellent meal, the other two preferred to self-cater.
The weather on Saturday was much better than forecast, with occasional glimpses of the sun, but cloud level was about 600m. Oli and Val devised a circular route up to the Duke of Gordon.s Monument, starting from Dalraddy campsite but not following the route in Walkhighlands. Instead we walked south, following the edge of the forest until just before the River Spey, turned left along the fence for 0.5k, and then followed an old track that took us to the interesting Duchess of Gordon.s Monument. From here we followed faint tracks through the woods to join the path up to the much taller monument to the Duke, passing the Waterloo Cairn from which there are spectacular views over Speyside. We descended the hill to the NW of the monument, eventually meeting up with the Speyside Way and returning to Dalraddy. A most enjoyable and varied 10km walk with great views and lovely woodland, not to mention a surfeit of monuments.
Brian, Jenny, Grace and Phil went to the Craigellachie Nature reserve above  Aviemore, where they followed a route starting near Loch Pularddern and ascending to the east of Craigellachie 493m. They then followed the ridge S before descending back to the village. Paths were mostly good until the higher reaches, which were very rough in places.
After the usual convivial group meal on Saturday night weather the next morning was again better than forecast. Oli and Val headed west to work on their boat, and the other four went to Dalraddy and repeated the route walked by O & V the day before. A most enjoyable weekend, a just reward for ignoring pessimistic weather forecasts.
