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Lothian Teachers Mountaineering Club
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Committee Meeting on Wednesday 28 January 2026 at 16 Belmont Gardens, 7.30pm.
1.  Present and Apologies
Chair: Dot. Minutes: Brian. 
Also present: Jenny, Janet, Oli, Val, Sheila.
Apologies: Anne Lyall, Karen.

2. Minutes of Committee Meeting of 15.12.25
  a) A few typos were amended
  b) Acceptance: Proposed Janet, seconded Jenny. Action: Brian to update website with accepted version.
  c) Actions from last meeting not dealt with elsewhere:
a. Dot has sent flowers to Jeanette.
b. Brian has sent out an updated email list and put this and the draft AGM 2025 minutes on the website.	

3. Recent Meets
a) Day walks:
 29/12/25 – Torphin – Sheila to update the midweek walks spreadsheet. Action: Sheila.
12/1/26 – Newlands, Brian. A very pleasant day out with beautiful views, albeit strong winds in places. 6 present.
b) Weekend Meet
Burns Supper, Kinlochleven, 23/24 Jan 2026. Another successful meet with walks, low and mid level,  done both days despite very uninviting weather. Members were consulted about returning to the same venue for a third time in 2027. The majority view is to try it for one more time while we look for an alternative for 2028. Tony had to go home on Saturday morning due to illness. Agreed to refund him one bednight. Action: Dot.

4.  Future Meets
a) Day walks
3rd Feb: Janet. North Muir Hill near West Linton planned. Info has been sent out.
16th Feb: Val.
4th Mar: Oli swopped with Jenny. She will do 17/3. 

b) Weekend Meets
20/21 February: Milehouse. Oli has sent out info. Reminder to be sent out later with more info. So far Dale is the only booker but Brian and Jenny will book too so this means 5 going so far. Action: Oli.
20/21 March, Killin, Val organising. 

5. Update of meets 2026
9-11 (3 nights) October, Lake District. Lower Garth Hall was discussed but it was felt that the sleeping accommodation – 3 tier bunks – would be unsuitable. We looked at the sister hut in the Yorkshire Dales, also unsuitable due to unavailability and multiple bunk beds in the same room. So we looked elsewhere in Northern England and found Mount Hooley bunkhouse in Northumberland. Janet to investigate this and other venues in Northumberland and North Yorkshire. Action: Janet. 

6-7 November Dinner Meet 50th Anniversary, The Boat Hotel Boat of Garten. Sheila to contact them to pencil us in for 2026. Action: Sheila.

6  Planning for meets for 2027
Dot has sent round a survey of meets which lost money over the past few years. The results are rather inconclusive, February and March are slightly less successful, possibly due to Blackrock no longer being popular. It was agreed to keep these months in the calendar as they are good for winter mountaineering and ski-ing, etc. 
Proposed dates for 2027

22-23 January: Burns Supper. Agreed to return to Kinlochleven for a final time. Action: Dot.
10-11 + poss 12 September
8-9 October
5-6 November
3-4 December

19-20 February
19-20 March
23-24 + possibly 25 April
14-15 + poss 16 May
30-31 July

Venues 
Inverey (Feb/Mar)Saddle Mountain Hostel Invergarry Action: Jenny
Dalmally, Oban area Action: Brian
Strawberry Cottage or Cannich Action: Brian
Roy Bridge (Àite Cruinnichidh) (Feb)
Ardtornish Action: Sheila
Harris (week, September, Action Oli.

Bridge of Orchy
Milehouse (Feb/Mar)
Ballater Action: Brian
Ronan
By the Way Tyndrum
Tulloch

Action all: check out venues in the above places and bring further info to next meeting

8.  AOCB 
a. Pub night 3/2. To be deferred to Tuesday 10/2, at 7.30pm. Oli to email members at least twice, the second time asking for a response. Action: Oli.
b. Card and flowers for Karen. Action: Dot.
c. Anniversary Dinner Meet 2026. 
- look out photos of past meets Action: all + email to memberhip, action: Brian.
- look out old items of equipment. Action: all + include in the above email action: Brian.
- look out contact details for past members and send to Dot. Action: all.
- 2026 full details member list. Only Anne and Gordon have not renewed. Dot to email to Brian to update the website. Action: Dot, Brian.



Date and venue of next meeting

Monday 16th February at 7.30pm  at Dot’s, 19 Charterhall Road EH9 3HS. Brian to chair, Val to minute (in place of Anne Lyall.)               
