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Mitchell Grinch Busters Host 3rd Annual Chili

‘Cook-Off on Halloween Neighborhood Night

By Dajuana Dodd
Friday, October 31, 2025 « Main Street, Mitchell, Oregon

This Halloween, Main Street in Mitchell will come alive with lights, laughter, and plenty of spooky fun as
the town gathers for Halloween Neighborhood Night, a family festival filled with contests, games, food,
and community spirit.

At the heart of the festivities is the 3rd Annual Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser, hosted by the Mitchell
Grinch Busters at the Little Pine Lodge. The Cook-Off has become a cherished tradition, raising funds for
the Mitchell Sentinel—our not-for-profit hometown paper—and for the Grinch Busters’ community
Christmas projects, including Main Street holiday decorations and the annual Christmas Tree Lighting.

A Festival for the Whole Family
Halloween Neighborhood Night is more than just a fundraiser—it’s a full evening of activities for all ages:
e Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser at Little Pine Lodge (5:30-8:00 p.m.)
Free to enter your chili! $10 tickets include chili tasting and voting, a door prize entry, plus
all-you-can-eat hot dogs, chili, cornbread, dessert, and drinks. (Kids 9 & under eat free)
e Coffin Races at Wheeler County Trading Co. (Safety check at 7:00, races at 7:15)
Gravity-powered “coffins” built by locals compete for trophies, bragging rights, and just plain fun.
e Halloween Costume Contest at Tiger Town Brew Co.
Trophies and prizes for spookiest, funniest, most original, scariest, and coolest costumes.
e Carnival Games, Haunted House, Spooky Story Contest, Toy Stop, Coloring &
Guess-How-Many Contests, Haunted Ride, and More—all happening up and down Main Street.

Why It Matters

For those unfamiliar with the Grinch Busters, it all began in September 2022, when a small group of
community members stepped up to decorate Main Street for Christmas after learning that the City
Decorating Committee would not complete the task. We gathered lights, crafted wreaths, and made beautiful
decorations, transforming Main Street into a warm and festive wonderland. We also organized a town
Christmas Tree Lighting in the City Park with hot chocolate and refreshments, and Sleigh races down Main
Street. To spread the word about these events, we sent out a 2-page newsletter to the Mitchell community —
and that became the first issue of the current Mitchell Sentinel!

The Chili Cook-Off supports both the Mitchell Sentinel and the Mitchell Grinch Busters to keep our town

festive and connected. Since 2022, the Grinch Busters have decorated Main Street with lights and wreaths,
hosted the Community Christmas Tree Lighting, and helped sponsor events that bring neighbors together.
Halloween Neighborhood Night is an extension of that mission—an evening that showcases the best of
small-town Mitchell: creativity, fun, and community pride.

Join the Fun

Mark your calendar for Friday, October 31, 2025, and bring the whole family to Main Street for
Halloween Neighborhood Night. Whether you’re tasting chili, cheering on coffin racers, braving the
haunted house, or showing off your costume, you’ll be part of an annual celebration that keeps Mitchell’s
spirit festive and brings our community closer together. m
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FUNDRAISER

Who will be the next Grand Champion?
HALLOWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2025

Little Pine Lodge

100 East Main Street
MITCHELL, OREGON

FREE to Enter! Win Amazing Prizes!

PRE-REGISTRATION is REQUIRED on or before
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30TH -

Any Meat OK., CHILI with Beans OK. at least onc red or cn chile pepper,

Chili must be labeled with the name of YOUR ( hili. level of heat (mild, me 11 im. hot). and
which Chile Pepper (red or green) CHILI MUST BE BROUGHT IN A C ROCK POT, HEATED
AND READY l()\l RVE AT 5:45 PM ON THE DAY OF THE CONTEST

CHILI COOK-OFF BEGINS AT 6:00 PM - WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT 7:30 PM

To enter, stop by the Little Pine Lodge or CALL (541 )462 -3532
or email DajuanaDodd@gmail.com (Registration on day of contest is NOT permitted)

Community Advertisement
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Mitchell
mbulance Chat

October 2025

Hello and welcome everyone, I hope you all had a great
summer!! Fall is coming soon, and it's time to stock up and
prepare for the cold winter months ahead. Stock up the
freezers, get the firewood split and stacked, and break out the
winter clothes.

Winter weather brings its own challenges to us with the
ambulance service. Icy, snow-covered roads slow our response
times down considerably. The medivac helicopters are often
unable to fly due to the weather, and our transport times are
longer also. Slow down and leave more room between yourself
and others when driving, and avoid sudden turns or braking
when conditions are unfavorable. Dress for the weather outside
when traveling and not for the heated interior of your vehicle.
If you should crash or break down, your shorts and t-shirt are
not going to keep you warm until help arrives!! Carry blankets
or a sleeping bag in the back seat to keep you warm should you
become stranded. Carry water in a thermos or other container
that will insulate it and prevent freezing, and pack some snacks
in a bag to take also. Let someone know when and where
you're going, and check in with them when you arrive at your
destination. It's easy to slide off the road when icy, and your
tracks will be covered with snow, and hard to see. Prompt
rescue is vital in the cold weather the sooner you're missed, the
sooner rescue agencies can be notified to search for you!!

Now is a good time to check your heater exhaust in your
home, make sure it's clear and not blocked. Carbon monoxide
poisoning is a common cause of death in the winter months.
Carbon monoxide is an odorless and tasteless gas that displaces
the oxygen in your bloodstream, preventing your vital organs
from getting the oxygen they need. Headache and dizziness are
two early signs of carbon monoxide poisoning, along with
nausea, fatigue, and confusion. Should you or someone else
start to experience these symptoms, remove the person from
the area immediately to fresh air. Symptoms should start to
subside with fresh air, but can take hours to totally resolve,
depending on the exposure. We can provide supplemental
oxygen to help you and transport you to the hospital for further
testing and treatment. Do not go back into the environment
until the cause of the carbon monoxide leak is identified and
repaired.

Clean the chimney on your wood stove; the creosote buildup
can catch fire and burn your house down!! Once a year
cleaning is a must, and twice a year is even better. Be sure your
door latch is working properly and securely latches the door
shut. Burning wood rolling out of the stove causes many house
fires in the winter. Keep flammables away from the stove and |
any other heat sources. Catalytic heaters are generally safe for
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indoor use but should be ventilated. Do not use a propane or
charcoal grill for heat in any enclosed space!! The combustion
process releases large amounts of carbon monoxide due to the
incomplete combustion process.

T hope you find these tips helpful, but should you need us,
don't hesitate to call. We are available 24/7 for you. Let's all
have a good, injury-free winter, and I'll talk with you next

month!! m
John A. Hayes, EMT - Mitchell Ambulance

It's all about

the paper ’
By Dan Cannon —
9/27/25

For some reason, environmentalists don't complain
and protest about using trees to make T.P.

My guess is it's not that near and dear to their
hearts, where it's used, that's what | see.

Let's go back in history and see what other
applications worked effectively well...

Adam and Eve had only organic leaves, and
poison oak or ivy was a trip to hell!

The person that used corn cobs for the first time
must have been driven to desperation.

The invention of flush toilets changed the bathroom
habits of this great nation

Catalogs, cobs, rags, and leaves were no longer
applicable, they did not flush well.

A different type of paper was invented to

.handle the chore, the softer, the easier, the sell.

Remember the John Wayne toilet paper, poor
quality because it would take no crap off anyone.

In Europe, you have to sit on a water
faucet after you are done.

To sell their product, they attach names like
Cottonelle, Angel Soft, Charmin, to name a few.

They then follow up with quilted soft, 2
and 3 ply, cushioned, and sell it, they do.

The commercial that gets me is the one that
uses a bear! ...

In all my 82 years, and seeing bear scat in the
woods, | never ever seen paper therel! 5

The one thing | know is, when you feel the
urge of nature coming on, what is alarming,

is that you realize you left home and forgot to bring
a roll of Charmin. m
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SHELL OIL COMPANY

In 1991, Shell Oil Company sent an exploration team into our
area. They brought in large trucks that would drive our
highways, stop, and drop huge feet attached to trucks, and
then the shaking would begin. Instruments then measure how
deep the shaking would go, and later they core drilled the
same area, following the Mitchell fault from Shaw Canyon near
the Priest Hole to Hanson Meadow on Mountain Creek. A crew
was brought in to wrangle the German engineers and
scientists, and they needed it. David Buschick was the head
man; he rented top-line 4x4 pick-ups for the Germans to use.
Used them, they did. My job was to keep them tired and
running. They drove the county roads like it was the autobahn.
| wrote a poem about the episode and lost it. But | gave one to
David when he left. He framed it and posted it by his front door,
and read it every day for 34 years. My son Marc and David
connected through Facebook after all these years, and here is
that poem:

CENTRAL OREGON 'AUTOBAHN'
Some came from Oklahoma, a few from Texas, Colorado, and
Alabama delivered one.

They converged on Central Oregon to do Seismic Exploration.
There would be no time for fun!

The first group laid the foundation and set this operation
into motion.

Then they waited for the Germans, who were coming from
across the Ocean.

The finest off-road vehicles were procured, no matter what the
Cost.

After four weeks of the Germans driving, it looks like some of ‘
those Rigs might be a total loss.

Some are bent, some are broke, and some are badly smashed.

But worst off are the two Deer they hit and really trashed.
Bouncing along our roads, the flats they had were many.

Having flats in this country is a way of life, and you don't
hear me crying, any.

If you happened to see more Beer trucks on the road, | will tell
you why.

These Germans love their Beer and every Brand and Brew
they want to try!

If | ever go to Germany after seeing these guys drive, | have a
solution---—right on.

Robert Daniel Cannon
September 27, 1991
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Gov. Kotek Slams
Gas Tax Repeal Effort

By Taxpayers Association of Oregon
OregonWatchdog.com
Friday, October 3, 2025

The Senate this week just passed the $4.3 billion
gas tax/wage tax transportation package. They
rammed this massive tax with as little public notice
and input as possible and with over 93% opposition
based on Capitol testimony.

Now, thanks to State Senator Bruce Starr, State
Representative Ed Diehl, and Jason Williams of the
Taxpayers Association, they are the Chief
Petitioners who are filing paperwork for a
referendum petition to give voters a right to vote on
this massive gas tax that will cost many families
$300 in higher expenses.

Now, Governor Kotek is asking voters NOT to sign
the petition giving voters the right to vote.

KPIC reports on Kotek’s response to a
right-to-vote-on-gas-tax petition, “She encouraged
Oregonians to “think twice” about potentially
supporting a referendum, saying it could
compromise the safety of roads and the security of
some jobs at ODOT.”In terms of referral, Oregonians
certainly have the right, and there is a process to
refer to something they don’t agree with. Frankly, |
would urge Oregonians to think about signing on to
a referral that will take away our basic ability as
Oregonians to keep our roads operating,” said
Kotek. “Let’s all come together as a state to make
sure we have the roads we need.”

How can Oregon come together, when Kotek shuts
voters out of the process?

Even worse, the petition to give voters the right to
vote on this gas tax is frozen until Governor Kotek -
officially signs the bill. The longer Governor Kotek
waits on the bill, the shorter the window people will
have to gather signatures within the 90-day window

to refer a tax. m
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Build your COFFINS NOW - Get ready to RACE !
Halloween Neighberheed Night
Friday, October 31, 2025

c@mtwm c%lfdhn&m{c%glt Building Specs
COFF‘N RACES! This is a gravity-only race.

No pedals, No motors,
No assistance other than gravity.

%" 20 A
' e ALL Coffins Must Be
9 .~ Push-powered - gravity fed
ALL Coffins Must Be Able to

TURN, BRAKE and
Pass Safety Inspection

The rest is up to you!

Win Trophies, Prizes, and Bragging Rights!
Third place is the Grand Prize Winner of all bragging rights for 2025/2026.
Get out to that shop and start building your race rig!

Line up for Safety Check @ 7pm - Race begins @ 7:15 pm
Wheeler County Trading Co. - Main Street - Mitchell, Oregon

Sponsored by the Spoke’n Hostel, the Mitchell Community and the Mitchell Grinch Busters

Community Advertisement
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In the September issue of the Sentinel, I incorrectly stated that
this series was coming to a close. 1 stand corrected! The
Unforgettable Folks series will indeed continue! Dajuana
Dodd, Editor/Publisher

Unforgettable Folks:
The Legends Next Door

In this series, I’ve introduced you to several interesting folks
I’ve been fortunate enough to know. These individuals, full of
wisdom and personality, left an impression on me that hasn’t
faded with time. They weren’t scholars in the traditional sense,
but their intelligence was undeniable, shaped by experience,
resilience, and an innate understanding of people and the world
around them. This story is about Ray.

RAY

Ray was born, raised, and would spend most of his life in
Mitchell. Ray, like a lot of boys, was small for his age, which
enhanced his toughness, but that toughness was put to the test
when Mitchell boys traveled to Mt. Vernon to settle a score.
Ray Gage, Lyle Cole, Doug Woodward, Walt Norton, Coon
Maxwell, and Kent Powell failed that test miserably as the Mt.
Vernon boys passed in flying colors. A large country boy by
the name of Stanley Hobgood took all the aggression of the
Mitchell boys. Later, Jenks Tanler told me he was the only one
from Mt. Vernon that got whipped. Those Mitchell boys went
on to toughen up as they all served the USA in WWIL Walt
didn’t make it back.

Ray joined the Marine Corps. They offered structure and
discipline, which Ray had not been exposed to. He had to learn
the hard way, which meant extra duty. Ray told me he was
burning garbage. He didn’t state where he got the ammunition,
but a whole case was placed into the fire, the whole camp came
alive, and when the ammo was spent, his commanding officer
and sergeant were hollering, “Gage, you might as well come in,
we know you are out here some place.” Extra duty was again in
place, but you can bet there was no more burning garbage
involved! T wish T could remember the other tales he told, but
in life, Ray was just getting started. No one was more delighted
that the war was over than the corps, so they sent Ray home.

Ray started working as a faller in the logging woods, and by
this time, he had become a practical and a non-practical joker;
he kept everyone on alert! The one time the boys of Mitchell
got the gotter.

Homecoming in 1960, a big bonfire was planned. The location
was next to Ray’s place. Junk lumber was gathered from all
over town, piled next to Ray’s place. We thought the old
outhouse at Rays was abandoned, so it was used as a topper for
the pile. 12 healthy young men had no problem hoisting it on
the pile. Needless to say, it worked (burnt) beautifully until
Monday when Ray reported it missing, hell came to school that
Monday. We were chastised severely, but after that, T don’t
know how much Ray got for his missing outhouse or who paid
it. Ray called Bob Woodward, representing the phone
company, and he stated that they were experiencing static on
the line and could he blow into the line. Ray repeated this
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several times, and after Bob was out of breath, he stated, “That
did it, you blew all the bird poop off the line.” Then hung up!

I was always on the alert and guard for him pulling something
on me! He started by asking if I knew I had won the garden
tractor at the County fair? I didn’t buy a ticket; someone must
have bought one for you, for you sure enough won it! This
went on for two days. “When are you going over to pick it up?”
he asked. Then came the clincher, it will be handy for you, it
has a special attachment on it, so you can pull your head out of
your rear end! Maybe then he was even for burning his
outhouse.

Dad and I were building our new store in 1969; Ray was our
excavator; he dug a water line from across the creek, up the
bank, up the front. He stopped the backhoe and stated I lost my
knife, [ am done until I find it. For over two hours, we
searched, sifted, shoveled--this must be a buck, Gerber Super
Knife to expend this much work to find it. We finally found
it---it was an Imperial two-blade with one blade broken off, and
1 of the handles was missing. I told him we would have been
better off if it would have remained lost.

Ray had a rental house in Prineville; his renters trashed it,
wouldn’t pay their rent, he exhausted all the ways to resolve it,
law and all, still to no avail. This is how Ray solved it: he got a
crew together and tore off the roof. Next rainstorm, they
moved. Problem was solved after he finished the demolition!
He called it self-eviction!

Ray was in our store when Al Clark, a newly transplanted
Californian, asked me to service his work truck. He was
emphatic that I should grease everything! I parked the truck
outside for Al to pick up after hours. While out, Ray slipped
back, greased the steering wheel, gear shift nob, heater
controls, door and window handles. An angry AL had a stern
conversation with innocent me later; it didn’t take long to
figure the real culprit. Two months later, I discovered Ray's
truck parked at the Gable Creek Road while he graded the road.
In the back of the truck was a can of grease, 5-gallon bucket, so
I knew there was enough to do the job. Right then and there, 1
got even for Al and myself. Ray never said a word about it; he
wasn’t going to give satisfaction to the guilty party.

Family caught the wrath of Ray’s humor; his mother-in-law
returned home after a stay at her daughter's house, only to find
that Ray had sewn every pant leg together she had packed. The
first time she tried on a pair, she liked to have broken her leg
and her toes!

In 1964, the Christmas flood washed all the road out. Ray,
being the county boss in south County, had one truck, Bay City
loader, and Gene Jordan on this side of the river. He needed
more dump trucks, so he put together a crew of Bob and Jim
Woodword, Hoot Powell, Dan Cannon, and a couple more guys
from Prineville who had their own trucks. With this motley
crew in three weeks he had the roads passable. I never had so-
much fun in my life; all of the crew were carded characters.
Ray retired after many years with the County Road
Department. Folks always called him old high blade, said he
never lowered the blade because he didn’t like to change the
blade bits! m

Dan Cannon 9/21/25
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| Taxpayers
| Association
} of Oregon
1

<

... wildfire budget and

Last budget saw‘huge
20% budget increase! 18,000 sex offender file
Everyone got funded except... backlogs. | guess we

‘ need NEW TAXES for that! |

Budget gimmicks: Kotek grew the Oregon budget by 20% last
time -- that's enough to give every agency a 20% raise. Yet, now
Kotek says there is no money to fight wildfires and no money to
process 18,000 sex offenders, which is being exploited to call for
higher taxes. Taxpayers are being held hostage.

(‘H‘”i"i! WY iS5 #3 i\.f",if 4 Food fﬁ?ri”"i& Statle

Oregon ranks as the nation's #3 food stamp state. Roughly
17% of Oregonians, 1 in 6, receive food stamps. Users can buy
unlimited junk food on food stamps, such as candy, potato
chips, ice cream, and luxury foods like steak and lobster. Your
tax dollars pay for people's unhealthy eating habits and then
pay again when they enroll in government-run health care to
treat their preventable diseases caused by being unhealthy.

Taxpayers Association of Oregon and Foundation
PO Box 23573, Tigard, OR 97281
OregonWatchdog@Gmail.com

(503) 643-1400

"Oregon was caught
using Medicaid funds
for cooking classes,
air conditioners
and mini fridges"

TEXY JESSE © (929) 286-7479

e

Oregon's mis-spending of critical health care Medicaid funds
was exposed on national TV. Oregon raised 77 health care
fees in 2022, while at the same time, politicians waste
healthcare dollars on cooking classes, air conditioners, and
mini-fridges. (cas 4/2924)

| didn't raise yaur taxes:wTha'y did it for me.

STATE
AGENCY

|
a

Politicians invent new schemes to raise taxes without a
vote. Kotek drafted HB 2528, giving the Oregon Health
Authority extraordinary powers to extend tobacco taxes to
other similar products without a public hearing or a vote of
your elected representatives. It also empowers the agency to
ban any nicotine product it dislikes without a public vote. An
agency-enacted ban could destroy a hundred local small
family businesses and local neighborhood shops overnight.
Politicians crave this new power to ban things and raise taxes
without ever having to take a vote or take the blame.
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