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&e co¡cept errygesting tbe ¿eed for the ilatro¡nl^lta¡ laaratag Ce¡tar
le baesd on tho ¡uenleo thaü peopl.e lea¡r b,eet ubat, they mnt to lea¡a at l¡he
tine rshon thoy want to lea¡¡¡ it" t¡Ie bell.ese ü¡rf¡g a ¡nrsba0e ccbool yeane he
sill devEilop ao iateresÈ and becone i¡volved in aL[ areaa o,f übe ¡ta¡dard scbool
ourrfc¡¡l¡¡no lüus a sl¡olc Loû nore íf raleaeoil to deelËn Ì¡ls orra learalag progfa¡üô
Lea¡nere ehould be free' to Lavestl,gate uhat thoy rant to fot aa Long a¡ tbey mat
to do lto fhe !{IÆ bega¡r at Couob Sehoot Septeuber 90 1968o

lho fol,lotria8 prtq.clpleo of operation are applled i¡¡ the oporaÉio of tüp
0oai;er¡

lç ÞûfgergnËÊatsd'eÈaffüqg - Teacberg (tftfeA adutt learatng coordt¡¡tore)
tqacb ôl¿aEce and coordina'ùe aad dlrect tbe aoülqùties of tho atudente
tritb tbe assietance of, onployed aideøn etudent aidea, qrrd voluuteer
aidee rho my làe profeeaåo¿al peopte¡ craftæenu buøtaeacoeae eüoo

?n !{ultt-agB grouping - lhe Centcr esrolls studenta frou age 5 through
qgs 18. Claeses a¿d astirrltfce a¡e not ¡eetricted to any a6e group
by thø inposltíoa of llnltatfo¡s" Ere¡T clsss or actl,vlff te opea to
an¡r studeat who uiahee Êo ¡rartlcl¡nta e¡d it is not aÈ ¡lL uroçma
to obsewe etudents fron age ! througb 18 norkl4g i¡ tbE sa&e cl,a,sô
or. ¡nrticù¡atung Sn the eqne actl,stty togpthero

7io lsou-gf,adedneeg a !{o licitations are placed upoa the gtr¡dcntsrareaa
of iaterset of t[e rate at uhÍoh tbey e¡r l.earn. &ere arrt no gradc
levele Dor arê grades or parlca 6d.vono Uhethcr a ätudenù partlctBatee
in a enalln redluo¡ or Largrr gr.ot¡p actlntüy or f,r{tctlæs.aloae 1e ,

deterui,ned by tbe aat,¡re oã me 1ãterest aà¿ bta orn tdclf¡¡tfoûo ','

4. Tadi.¡ridualiared $¡rrie&luil - Studeota doelgn tbefr om le.s¡af.n€ Inc-
gra¡¡a' eeeking øt¡ù the belp tbey va¡t as thoy øee'tbe need for lto
utLlising the aateria! a¡d ¡nrsonael rrosoI¡r'ccs of the Genter and tþ,e
crànnrn!,È,y. |[he adult lear.afng ooordinatore coordÍ¡ateo gulde crnd counssl
tho str¡deate tùroryh thie proceee" llhe trsacndous mss of data uhlcb
ae€ruea f,¡Foa thie procedr¡ree bcoauee it noa¡s that ther€ le a dlf,forent
eurriculuu and prograa lor each atrldentn La B?ñagêd through colr¡utertzatlon
by the etilde¡te theneeÌves and a data coordlnatoro Ue 8ro a part of
the tnte6ratcd comr¡nicatlone ærpertne¡t la the Distrlcto
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5" Þúocess oriested .- A primary obJeetiçe of the Ce¡rter ie to develiop
withj-n each of i'cs eÈudente the ability to cope uith change! enrietieee
and frustrations that they wù!.1 encor¡¿ter ån tbeir daíLy ltvee and
accepi;:nce of eclucation åE an entireþ en¡ioyable ptrocecao &lucation
Ín åba tenter providea lear¿ers with as many alternatívec ae pooeible
r*ithia the tisits of our technology a¡¡d or¡r cultu¡al¡ hrrnann and econonfc
resources, tlren al.lolae then to eelect ao ipdivlduals uÊtat they aeed
and t¡anto

6" Coæ'uuity åavo3,çeneaÈ - f,oaraing eïperiencee are provided fn tba
Ceater and al.eÐ out in the corynuv'ùt¡r" SÈudonts arrange to auùiü or
'i;ake for credit claesee ia the coLle6ea¡ to hotd cl¡ssee and ieosiw
ineùrttctioa at other placee eucb aE the art ruue€uûtr lklctroaixr æ
o'cher !.earaing stations in the oonøualty.
'f¿e faoilitlee ar¡d reso¡¡rcea of, ühe Conter are open and amilable Èo
the Corunu¡íty for íts useo
&e hu¡¡an resdlurres of tÌ¡e conrnrmityn cul$ura.l, tochnicaln vocatloüs.l'
and pareataf, are invåted iato ühe CenÈsr to teach and also to learao

7" Conplete inçolvenent of, the Oe¡ter La deeision naking - Ebe etaff;
¡ulente , end students are dårectly iavolred vith .ühe prl,hcí¡nl ia
ùbe decíeyioa naking pf,ocêEaa AAI have oqual yoÍces ia a atudentt
teacheq gnrent orgånåzation. the ¡rinc't pEl and staff coo¡reraùe fi¿lly
1a settir¡g polf.cy rsl'¿hin tl¡e Ce¿ter"

(he sÈudeuts íÊ,the HIÆ aro a ùy¡rÍcal group of boye and glrls. Ibey ar',e
not eategorícully aLl clov¡ learnerso extremely ca¡nble¡ coritra cuJ.turale enotloually
di.s'lurbed.¡ drop oute or dieadüantaged. lhey irrê enrolled ån tåo Center oa a firsü
co¡¡ter firsü sÊrve hssls Èf 'their charaEteríetLee qt the tine they apply eontrlbute
to i:he naintaåeanco of tþe båIaace we etriçe for i¿ the Center. Vle feel thåt
Èt is eeeential that t&,e Center coatim¡e to enroLl a tyBical group of boys and
girle and tc be balaaceê in respect to ageso boyse 6ir1so race6! abåli.tíeøo
eeoncsie lereloo religf'oaco faut"il.y backgrotudeo attftudea¡ etoo Ho have hsd
ruâeri€etø fro¡p nore tþ"En 3AO boye and gir3.s and tlrelr parentÉ to enroal in the
Center and of theeou I"5O bavE pLaced theneolvee on a naiting lietr bopiag for
earol3meit in L97O or 19711..

f¡re 1968*69 l,ea:nning e&rter liniÈ€d ensollnent to 150 sÈr¡denëe and enpLoyed
þ eertífied teaehers, It oocupled $ clq,sarooos i.¿ Coßcb Scboolo Of the L5O
s{:udeni:eo 9 were retr¡rned to regu3.ar cLaseroo&€ sither bscauee they uanÊed noro
Btructt¡reo or their parente dido ThesE vere rapl"aced by 9 frou the ualting IJ.ot"
len otrrdenÈs uere 6raduaüed and 118 returaed for the L969-7O ecbool Seafo
fireaty*-brso studente hase uoü retur,"¡redo A fes of, theso have eürol.led la otber
echooLs3 and some have left tbe eíty"
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Bgard nenbers hare received an aralyete of teet refl¡lta for ttre HLC
for 1968-69. t5iis analysie k¡as preparod by Dr. Forbee, Srrpervisor of Testing
Seruices"

$feaswenent Í¡ t'!¡e t{ÍÆ uae ùi,ffl.cult for the followlng reasonso StudenüE
in tbe Ce¿tor aecoptede literallyu the idea thaù f,hey were to deter¡rine ghat
fhey were üo do and ex¡rocted the sehool to rofrain fron the lmposlù1oa of
LinitaÈions" Iliey did not waat to sub¡nit to testingn ospecl.ally to bei¿g gfve¡
tssts Èhey coasådered desigaed to ¡æasure acbieveuont fa a stnrctu¡erl leanniag
Itrogsralão Eh,e etaff obJected to requåring alL etudeaùs to subuit to testtng fõr
the sa¡ue reaso¡tee and also becauee such tests did not neaeure tbe affective aapecte
of experiences ùa the Metro¡nlita¡r LearaÍ¡g Centero After nnrch aegotiatioq and
coumuaLcaLÈoa of needo teste were adsinLetered and baee line data waa acquLred
for further evaluati¿ta"

áa analyste of the teet reeults reyeale {:h¡rt reading Le the atrongeet s¡dll
and tlrat matbenaÈice fe tho woakeato fhe elevoa and tuelyo year olds öd beùter
-thån_tho 

youngeeto Readlag tende to b€ above grade leveln tanguage at grade
level aad naühenatåce near grade level" Conpared wfth sity wide resultÀ, tne
afudenta of the Metro¡nliktn lea¡nlng Ceater did as sell in readiage uritingo
a¿d arithEe'si,e ae vre expeet etudente ia the Portl¿¡d Public School to doo It
is interee'cin8 to noÈe that in the area of study *åL3.s the $fLC etud,ente generalþ
ssored aboue the average eonpared to city rsld,e norøeo

&e 1969-?0 MIf fs operagí4g ae the 1968*69 Cenùer did with üheee diffeneaeee¡
Ëhere are now 7 Èeachers and 

' 
paid aideso XO roonee and âlO studentso fbere aro

tuo part time reeearch consultants ¡rho will bring nore eeience to our reaearch
procedtlree a¡¡d the students ¿ild teachere have reeog¡tf.zed the need for teeting"
fney havo íacorSorated the teeting prograü into their individ,ual learairrg plane
aad are clevelopfng Eeans of neasuring the unÍ.que learnings thaÈ occur ín l¡he MIC.
The serryices of ç'olunteer aideen süudenü teacbers and ínter¡s are being utlllsed
ae ühoy were last ]roarc

UE are aor Fnopâring a proposal for the I97O-7L üetropoliÈan learnlng Centen
t*hÍch will lntrod¿lce fr¡rthar åunosatioas in the edueational pFoGoEËo lbis yill
be subtritt€al to the Superirtendent for his conaideration chen conpleted. I so¡¡[ñ[
Liho to remind the Board thaÈ, in additlo¡ to the IIIÆ tbore are eight gradee and
a klndergarden ía operation at Couch ScbooLo 5t¡ie situation bae created a wiåque
envfr.ot4ent u'hích affeete boÈb pro6nEnso
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