
 
 

 

SOUTH SUDAN EMERGENCY  
Extermination of Civilians Follows Campaign to Delegitimize Local Resistance 

Date: 17 March 2025 
Location: East Africa & Global Media Outlets 

Over the past week, the government of South Sudan has carried out a systematic and 
horrific bombing campaign against civilians, using incendiary weapons in nighttime 
airstrikes on unsuspecting men, women, and children. This escalation of violence 
follows a deliberate effort by the Juba administration to demonize local youth defending 
their families from military aggression. 

From Misinformation to Mass Murder 

For weeks, South Sudanese government officials and their allies spread false claims that 
the Nuer-based White Army—a loosely organized youth militia that has historically 
protected villages from state-backed attacks—was a terrorist group. This narrative, 
despite lacking any basis in fact, was weaponized as a pretext to justify mass killings. 

On 16 March 2025, after successfully framing local resistance as a security threat, the 
government launched a brutal series of aerial attacks on civilian areas in Nasir, Ulang, 
Longuchuk, and Mabaan counties. These bombings, carried out under direct orders 
from President Salva Kiir, used incendiary and chemical weapons, including ethyl 
acetate-filled bombs. 

The results are catastrophic: 

• Hundreds of civilians are dead, burned alive in their homes as they slept. 

• Women and children make up a large portion of the casualties. 

• Hospitals are overwhelmed with mass casualties, many suffering from severe 
burns. 

• Entire villages have been reduced to ashes by the bombings. 

[WARNING: GRAPHIC CONTENT – ATTACHED IMAGES SHOW THE HORRIFIC AFTERMATH 
OF THESE WAR CRIMES.] 
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The Tactics of Ethnic Cleansing 

This is not just a war crime—it is a deliberate act of ethnic cleansing. The South 
Sudanese government’s strategy is clear: 

1. Delegitimize local resistance by branding those defending their homes as 
"terrorists." 

2. Secure international backing or silence by spreading misinformation. 

3. Unleash military force, using incendiary and chemical weapons to exterminate 
opposition. 

This cycle is tragically not new. The same government forces that massacred thousands of 
Nuer civilians in Juba in December 2013 are once again targeting entire communities 
under the guise of counterterrorism. 
 
As in 2013 the Juba government has called in the Ugandan Army to support their war 
crimes.  

 

 

 

 

International Inaction Equals Complicity 

Despite mounting evidence of atrocities, the African Union (AU), IGAD and the United 
Nations have failed to act decisively. The AU Peace and Security Council is set to 
discuss South Sudan’s situation on 18 March 2025, yet the government remains unfazed 
by international condemnation. 

The global community must take action NOW: 

• Condemn these bombings as war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

• Demand an immediate halt to airstrikes and other attacks on civilians. 

• Call for an independent international investigation into these atrocities. 

• Impose immediate sanctions on those responsible for these mass killings, 
including military commanders and political leaders in Juba. 
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A Call to Conscience 

The world cannot look away. The images emerging from South Sudan tell the story of a 
government waging war against its own people—burning women and children alive, 
reducing villages to charred remains, and silencing survivors through terror. 

We demand justice. We demand action. We demand an end to this slaughter. 

For more information, eyewitness accounts, and additional evidence, contact: 

Samuel Mut Gai 
Commander in Chief 
South Sudan Federal Democratic Alliance SSFDA  
 
Whatsap +251 991 107 633 
 
samuel.mut.gai@64nations.org 
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