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MAKE THIS A SON-FILLED SUMMER

‘thA summer without the sun would be catestrophic. A week at the lake
wi out the sun is sheer agony. An eclipse of the sun used to terrify the ancients.
Without the light of the sun life would disappedr from the earth,

Bu§ there is another light in the summer He is spelled S-O-N, the Son of God
the Light of the world, Jesus Christ. His Word is "A lamp unto our feet and a lighé
unto oPr path." He warms our heart. He builds our life, He strengthens our faith
He enlightens our mind. He brings forgiveness for all our sins. ,

With the coming of summer we will be i
the wanting to take off from chur i
be worshipping the "sun" but not the "Son." This ought not to be! o ve will

On S o
s ;hof the sgcrets of the surrendered life is regular worship, even in the sum-
. Oose who miss church are missing one of God's greatest gifts.

witétyi: ;:WCQ%;Ch' through ﬁis.WOrd and His Sacraments, that God comes to people
" adére v n .gospel. It is 1§ church that God's people come together regularly
couraar € o ﬁ:alse gnd thank Him! geople may read His Word by themselves, of
Char a.perszq w;é praise and thank Him by thgmselves. But it is reasonably sure
o T T neg ect; to hear God's Word in church on Sunday will also neglect

. 1s Word at home; if he or she doesn't thank Him in church on Sunday, he/she
will not take time to thank Him much during the week. ’

becz:::etzrie::osm;fasons fqr going to church, and bad ones. A person should go

Shipecto Ch s erd-—ln both the liturgy and the preaching. He goes to wor-
'ank and praise God. He doesn't go to hear the word of the minister

Oor the music of the organist, or to be seen by people. I

A commi i i i
— SizthZchibi;:tlan wil]l no? allow anything to keep him from church on Sunday.
point to go on his & émergency will keep him away. If he must work he makes it a
SURMEE 3§ S Sunday off, or whenever he has a chance on a weekday. For him
1S not too hot to go, and winter is not too cold. '

H]le” )Ou do“ t atte“d' you are lllSsed. !cu! FaStCI misses )c‘u' Your fello“ mem
. . G . 1 N
bex S mlss yOU ! And most l.llpox tant 1 Od misses you ! Don t be fOOled He k”ows when

God promises blessings upon those who he i
ar His Word. He says, "Blessed
who hear the wQId of God and keep it." Note--in order to recei;e His bl ar? shey
must (1) hear His Word and (2) keep it. RS e

I hope that this suvmmer will be different for you. When you are not in ch
; u
here, be in church at another Lutherar congregation. reh

Let your Sundays always be SONdays -- this summer and all year long!

Pastor Luke
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How’s your prayer life?
By the time this is published, our Ascension Day of Prayer 2025 will have taken place. We
were asked to pray for hope, at least 4 times during the day. How did you do? Did you

remember? Did you add a prayer of hope to your daily talk with God?

If our focus is on things of this world, there is little hope. Stories of politics, discord, inflation,
tragedies, terrible storms vie for our attention, painting a bleak picture. Social media tells us
people experience loneliness and depression in record numbers. Scrolling Facebook (which
seems to gobble time like eating potato chips) shows others’ lives who appear fuller, happier,
prettier, younger than we are, making one feel “less than” or not good enough.



As the hymn says, He is the Lord of all hopefulness. He brings us bliss, strength, love, peace
in our hearts — things that are opposite of the world’s messages and also attributes that can
turn a weary heart from despair to joy. It’s as if God knew we would be bombarded with
negative messages, and He provided a way for us to find welcome relief by connecting with
Him through prayer.

Does it mean if we pray hard enough or in the right way, we won’t be lonely, depressed, sad,
frightened? No, the Bible doesn’t say that at all. Jesus’ words to the disciples are meant for us
— “in this world you will have troubles. But take heart! | have overcome the world.” (John
16:33)

If you participated in our Ascension Day of Prayer, thank you. Thank you for taking your cares
to Him. We know He hears us. If the request slipped your attention, take heart. Make today a
day of prayer. Make every day a day of prayer.

Landscape Refresh

Our native plants around the sign have been blooming and growing. It brings a smile to my
face every time | water. This little bit of updated landscaping is a cheerful note of welcome
that will continue.

Check out the display in the narthex about other opportunities to refresh areas of our
landscape, including the “stretch” goal of building a path from the parking lot to our church’s
front yard. We envision a gathering space and eventually the trail would connect all the way
around the building. Ascension is known as the “church with the walker program” and this
would be a great addition. We also have ideas about updating the landscaping at the
entrance (potential butterfly garden) and renovating the prayer garden area between
Fellowship Hall and the narthex (possibly a bird sanctuary). The west entrance to the Family
Life Center needs updating and the main FLC entrance along the parking lot might be a great
spot for lilies or other low-maintenance, sun-loving plants.

| don’t mind taking on solitary projects, but | can’t do these on my own! | hope to find other
interested members who know more or want to learn about landscaping and caring for our
outdoor space. I've already heard from a few people — please let me know you’d like to be a
part of the refresh. Thank you, Kathy Jenkins

BIRTHDAY IN A BOX DONATION DRIVE —The Board of Human Care is partnering with
Harvesters to ensure that local kids and adults can enjoy a birthday cake on their special day!
Each Birthday in a Box goes to households served by agency networks to ensure a birthday
doesn’t pass without the means to celebrate.

Each box contains all the necessary ingredients to make a cake as well as candles, balloons,
banner, plates, cups, napkins and plastic utensils. We have applied for a Thrivent grant to get
us started, and combined with your support we hope to achieve our goal of 50 boxes.

Donations will be accepted through the end of July. Monetary donations will also be accepted
to purchase items needed to complete the boxes. If contributing using a check, please
designate “Birthday Box Donation” so the funds can be allocated appropriately. See the table
in the narthex or ask any member of the Human Care Board (Flannery Bartels, Johna Brill,
Darlene Crain, Lourene Embree, Candy King, Mark and Mary Lippe, Dean and Bev Mettlen,
Doug and Pam Rinas) for more information.

HARVESTER §
COMMUNITY FOOD NETWORK
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But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18



