
🛠️ Step-by-Step DIY Build  
1.Prep & Paint:Step 1.
Coat the wooden crate with your choice of exterior paint to protect it from the elements. Let it dry completely. $10 – Dollar Store crate
2.Fit the Liners:Step 2.
Place the two medium grow bags inside the crate. They act as perfect breathable liners, keeping soil contained while letting excess water drain.  $2 – Med Black Grow Bags/ or 1 large
3.Add Soil & Plants:Step 3.
Fill the grow bags with rich potting soil. Plant your chosen native selections, keeping taller varieties toward the back or center.
4.Finishing Touches:Step 4.
Weave the timer light string around the crate slats or foliage for a beautiful evening glow. Add a decorative butterfly to welcome real pollinators!
🌱 Native Plant Suggestions
For a thriving, eco-friendly habitat that fits beautifully in a container of this size, try pairing a tall accent with a few low, sprawling nectar sources:
· Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa): A gorgeous, compact orange perennial that is an absolute magnet for Monarch butterflies.
· Golden Alexander (Zizia aurea): Provides a stunning burst of bright yellow blooms and serves as a vital host plant for Swallowtail caterpillars.
· Wild Blue Phlox (Phlox divaricata): Offers fragrant, delicate lavender-blue blossoms that early-season pollinators adore.
· Moss Phlox or Creeping Verbena: Excellent low-growing choices to cascade over the front edges of the crate.
Tip: Using native plants means your mini habitat will adapt better to local weather, require less fuss, and offer genuine ecological value to neighboring birds and butterflies. Sources:  Getty Images by 1) nofinney  2) bgwalker 3) brian Woolman 4)apugach
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