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Florida’s Water Crisis: Red Tide, Nitrogen Pollution, 
and Ecological Restoration in Tampa Bay 

Introduction: The Alarming State of Tampa Bay’s Water Quality and the University 
of Florida’s Response 
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March 23, 2025 

Alright, everyone, the editor is back! And 
let me tell you, the situation in Tampa 
Bay is getting real. We’ve laid the 
groundwork, now it’s time to dive deep 
(pun intended!) into what’s actually hap-
pening with that water. 

Picture this: You’re chilling on a picture-
perfect beach in Southwest Florida. 
Sun’s out, sky’s blue… and then you 
start coughing. Your eyes are watering. 
Turns out, that “fresh ocean breeze” is 
actually a lungful of toxins. According to 
a recent report from February 2025, a 
massive red tide bloom, stretching over 
200 miles from Tampa Bay all the way 
down to Key West, turned the water a 
grotesque burnt orange. And it wasn’t 
just a visual blight; the bloom brought 
with it respiratory irritation, fish kills, and 
beach closures galore. The concentra-
tion of Karenia brevis, the culprit behind 
these toxic blooms, was reaching a 
staggering 22 million cells per liter in 
some areas – way past the “high con-
centration” threshold. Seriously, not the 
beach day vibes we were hoping for. 

Tampa Bay isn’t just some pretty post-
card backdrop, though. This estuary is a 
vibrant ecosystem, teeming with life. It’s 
also a massive economic engine, fueling 
tourism, fisheries, and countless other 
industries. Think of the recreational op-
portunities: boating, fishing, kayaking… 
the list goes on! People flock here from 
all over the world to experience its natu-
ral beauty. 

But this paradise is under siege. We’re 
talking about a triple threat of water 
quality woes: persistent red tide blooms, 
rampant nutrient pollution, and the 
heartbreaking loss of crucial seagrass 
habitats. These problems aren’t isolated 
incidents; they’re interconnected and 
escalating. 

That’s where the University of Flori-
da (2025 USNews Ranking: 30) steps 
in. Researchers at UF are on a mission 
to tackle these issues head-on, and one 
name keeps popping up: Amanda Muni-
Morgan. This rockstar scientist is dedi-
cating her Ph.D. research to under-
standing and mitigating the impact of 
nutrients, especially nitrogen, that are 
fueling those nasty algal blooms. She’s 
not just crunching numbers in a lab; 
she’s collaborating with the Mote Marine 
Laboratory & Aquarium to get real-world 
insights and develop practical solutions. 

So, where is all this excess nitrogen 
coming from? Well, it’s a cocktail of cul-
prits. We’re talking about urban runoff 
washing pollutants off our streets, agri-
cultural practices leaching fertilizers into 
our waterways, and aging wastewater 
infrastructure leaking… well, you get the 
picture. It’s a complex problem with no 
single, easy fix. 

The burning question is: can we turn the 
tide (another pun, sorry!)? This article 
will focus on the groundbreaking re-
search being conducted at the Universi-
ty of Florida, particularly Amanda Muni-
Morgan’s work. We’ll dissect her meth-
odologies, explore the advanced tech-
nologies she’s employing, and, most 
importantly, evaluate the potential im-
pact of her findings on mitigating red 
tide blooms and restoring the health of 

Tampa Bay. 

Unraveling the Nitrogen Puzzle: UF’s 
Innovative Research on Dissolved Or-
ganic Nitrogen in Stormwater 

Okay, buckle up, because we’re about to 
get into the nitty-gritty science! 

Let’s talk about nitrogen. It’s not inher-
ently evil; in fact, it’s essential for all life. 
However, in the context of red tide 
blooms, nitrogen is like giving Karenia 
brevis a super-sized energy drink. 
These little algae absolutely thrive on it, 
and an overabundance of nitrogen leads 
to explosive growth, resulting in those 
massive, toxic blooms we all dread. 
When these blooms occur, Karenia 
brevis cells multiply exponentially, de-
pleting oxygen in the water and releas-
ing brevetoxins, nasty neurotoxins that 
wreak havoc on marine life. Fish, marine 
mammals, seabirds – all are vulnerable. 
The toxins can also become aeroso-
lized, causing respiratory irritation in 
humans. So, while nitrogen is a building 
block of life, too much of it becomes a 
deadly weapon in the hands (or, rather, 
flagella) of Karenia brevis. Understand-
ing how nitrogen fuels these blooms is 
the first crucial step in finding ways to 
control them. It’s like figuring out the 
villain’s weakness in a superhero movie 
– knowledge is power! 

Now, let’s zoom in on dissolved organic 
nitrogen, or DON. Unlike inorganic 
forms of nitrogen, which are readily 
available, DON is a bit more complex. 
It’s essentially nitrogen tied up in organ-
ic molecules, like the decaying bits of 
plants and animals. DON represents a 
significant portion of the total nitrogen in 
many aquatic ecosystems, including 
Tampa Bay. While it was previously 
thought that Karenia brevis preferred 
inorganic nitrogen, recent research has 
shown that they can indeed utilize DON 
as a food source. This changes the 
game because it means we need to un-
derstand not just the amount of nitrogen 
entering Tampa Bay, but also 
the types of nitrogen and how readily 
available they are to Karenia brevis. 
Think of it like this: DON is like a slow-
release fertilizer for red tide, providing a 
sustained source of fuel that can pro-
long and intensify blooms. Knowing how 
DON cycles through the Tampa Bay 

ecosystem is key to developing effective 
strategies for starving the red tide. 

So, how is Amanda Muni-Morgan tack-
ling this complex problem? Her research 
methodology is multi-pronged and pretty 
impressive. First, she’s collecting storm-
water runoff samples from various loca-
tions around Tampa Bay. This involves 
setting up sampling stations at different 
points in the watershed and gathering 
water during rain events. Then comes 
the lab work. Muni-Morgan and her 
team are conducting experiments where 
they add these stormwater samples to 
cultures of Karenia brevis. By carefully 
monitoring the growth of the algae in 
response to different types of storm-
water, they can determine which 
sources of nitrogen are most readily uti-
lized. This is where the collaboration 
with Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquari-
um comes in. Mote provides expertise 
in Karenia brevis physiology and bloom 
dynamics, allowing Muni-Morgan to con-
nect her findings to real-world bloom 
events. This synergistic approach en-
sures that the research is both scientifi-
cally rigorous and practically relevant. 
It’s a true partnership, combining aca-
demic expertise with on-the-ground 
knowledge. 

A key weapon in Muni-Morgan’s arsenal 
is a high-resolution mass spectrometer 
located at the National High Magnetic 
Field Laboratory in Tallahassee. This 
isn’t your average lab equipment, folks. 
This baby can analyze the molecular 
structures of DON with incredible preci-
sion. High-resolution mass spectrometry 
works by separating molecules based 
on their mass-to-charge ratio. The “high-
resolution” aspect means it can distin-
guish between molecules with incredibly 
similar masses, allowing scientists to 
identify tens of thousands of different 
chemical formulas in a single storm-
water sample. Why is this important? 
Because DON isn’t just one thing; it’s a 
complex soup of different organic mole-
cules, each with its own unique proper-
ties and potential to fuel red tide. By 
identifying the specific molecular struc-
tures of DON, Muni-Morgan can trace 
these compounds back to their sources, 
whether it’s pet waste, leaf litter, or 
something else entirely. This level of 
detail is unprecedented and allows for a 
much more targeted approach to nutri-

ent mitigation. It’s like having a super-
powered microscope that can see the 
individual ingredients in the red tide’s 
recipe! 

Okay, so what kind of stuff are we talk-
ing about when we say “sources of 
DON”? Well, picture this: Fluffy goes 
potty on the lawn, the rain comes, and 
those pet waste byproducts get washed 
into the stormwater system. Decaying 
leaves and grass clippings are other big 
culprits. Even seemingly innocent things 
like car exhaust and atmospheric depo-
sition can contribute DON to stormwater 
runoff. Basically, anything that contains 
organic matter and nitrogen can poten-
tially end up in Tampa Bay as DON. 
Identifying the relative contribution of 
each of these sources is crucial for de-
veloping effective management strate-
gies. If pet waste is a major source, then 
promoting responsible pet ownership 
and providing pet waste disposal sta-
tions could make a significant difference. 
If leaf litter is the problem, then im-
proved street sweeping and leaf collec-
tion programs could be the answer. It’s 
all about figuring out where the nitrogen 
is coming from and targeting those spe-
cific pathways. 

Muni-Morgan’s work isn’t happening in a 
vacuum. Other researchers are also 
tackling the issue of stormwater runoff 
and nutrient pollution, but her approach 
is pretty unique. While some studies 
focus on inorganic nitrogen or broad 
categories of pollutants, Muni-Morgan is 
diving deep into the molecular composi-
tion of DON. This allows her to identify 
specific sources and develop targeted 
mitigation strategies. For example, she 
might discover that a particular type of 
DON is disproportionately fueling red 
tide blooms. This would allow policy-
makers to focus their efforts on reducing 
that specific type of pollution, rather than 
implementing broad, less effective 
measures. This level of specificity is 
what sets Muni-Morgan’s research apart 
and makes it so promising. It’s like mov-
ing from a general understanding of 
“pollution is bad” to a precise diagnosis 
of “this specific molecule from this spe-
cific source is the biggest problem.” This 
precision is essential for creating effec-
tive and efficient solutions. 

https://www.forwardpathway.us/university-of-florida
https://www.forwardpathway.us/university-of-florida
https://www.forwardpathway.us/us-colleges-ranking
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The Broader Context: Urban Runoff, 
Sewage Spills, and the Intensification of 
Red Tide 

Alright, let’s zoom out a bit, because 
Tampa Bay isn’t the only place dealing 
with these issues. The editor is about to 
drop some knowledge on the wider con-
text! 

Urban runoff, as we’ve discussed, is a 
major contributor. Think of it as the 
grime and gunk of city life getting 
flushed into our waterways. But it’s not 
just the everyday stuff; major weather 
events can exacerbate the problem. 
Take Tropical Storm Debby, for example. 
A report highlighted how Debby’s heavy 
flooding led to significant wastewater 
overflows and urban stormwater runoff 
into the Sarasota-Bradenton area. Dave 
Tomasko, director of the Sarasota Bay 
Estuary Program, pointed out the 
“detrimental effects on water quality” 
caused by these overflows. And it’s not 
just stormwater; sewage spills are a 
HUGE problem. Suncoast Waterkeeper 
monitored spills across the region and 
found that municipalities reported at 
least 6.6 million gallons of sewage 
spilled thanks to Debby! Justin Bloom, 
the founder of Suncoast Waterkeeper, 
called out Manatee County and the City 
of Sarasota for not even providing esti-
mates of sewage spilled. That’s… not 
great, folks. These spills introduce mas-
sive amounts of nutrients and bacteria 
into the water, creating a breeding 
ground for harmful algal blooms and 
other nasty stuff. The good news? To-
masko expressed relief that red tide did-
n’t appear to be a major prob-
lem immediately after Debby. But let’s 
be real, that was probably just luck. 

Florida’s water crisis goes way beyond 
just red tide. We’re talking a full-blown 
emergency, with toxic algal blooms and 
even flesh-eating bacteria making head-
lines. A recent article in the Daily Kos 
painted a pretty bleak picture, highlight-
ing the “consequences of neglect” and 
the prioritization of “corporate interests 
over public health and safety.” The arti-
cle points out that red tide is getting 
worse because of nutrient runoff from 
agriculture and urban development, with 
hurricanes stirring up nutrient-rich sedi-
ments and making the problem even 
more intense. And it’s not just the ma-
rine life that’s suffering; the air quality 
gets degraded, and local economies 
dependent on tourism and fishing take a 
major hit. The article also men-
tioned Vibrio vulnificus, the flesh-eating 
bacteria that’s thriving in warm, polluted 
waters, especially after hurricanes. In-
fections can be deadly, and the author 
points out that cases surged in 2023. 
Decades of unchecked development, 
agricultural pollution, and weak environ-
mental regulations have created this 
mess. The author, Danika Fornear, who 
is running for the Florida State House, 
calls for stricter regulations and a com-
mitment to clean water initiatives. It’s a 
stark reminder that our water crisis is a 
multifaceted problem with serious con-
sequences. 

So, how are human activities directly 
linked to these worsening red tide out-
breaks? A study by University of Florida 
scientists, discussed in a WUSF article, 
provides some pretty compelling evi-

dence. The research, focusing on the 
Caloosahatchee River, showed a clear 
correlation between increased nitrogen 
levels from sources like agricultural ferti-
lizers, septic tank leaks, and urban 
stormwater runoff and the intensity of 
red tide along the coast. While red tides 
are natural events, the study confirmed 
that human activities are significantly 
amplifying their impact. Christine Ange-
lini, director of UF’s Center for Coastal 
Solutions, emphasized that this research 
clarifies the human link to red tide, which 
was previously uncertain. The study also 
highlighted the importance of improved 
water-quality monitoring and nutrient 
pollution reduction. Nonpoint sources of 
pollution, which aren’t regulated by the 
Clean Water Act, were identified as ma-
jor contributors. The bottom line? We’re 
not just innocent bystanders; our actions 
are directly fueling these toxic blooms. 
It’s a harsh truth, but acknowledging it is 
the first step towards finding solutions. 

Politically and regulatorily, managing 
Florida’s water quality is a tangled web. 
There’s a constant tug-of-war between 
environmental protection and economic 
development. The state’s dependence 
on tourism and agriculture often clashes 
with the need for stricter regulations on 
nutrient pollution. Lobbying from power-
ful industries can weaken environmental 
protections, and funding for water quality 
monitoring and restoration projects is 
often insufficient. Navigating this political 
landscape requires strong leadership, 
bipartisan cooperation, and a commit-
ment to long-term sustainability. It’s not 
just about passing laws; it’s about en-
forcing them effectively and ensuring 
that polluters are held accountable. 
Finding a balance between economic 
interests and environmental responsibil-
ity is a crucial challenge that Florida 
must address to protect its water re-
sources. 

The economic consequences of red tide 
are staggering. When the blooms hit, 
tourism plummets as beaches close and 
visitors stay away. Fisheries are deci-
mated as massive fish kills wipe out 
populations. The cost of cleanup and 
monitoring adds further strain to the 
economy. Businesses along the coast 
suffer as customers disappear, and the 
overall impact can be felt throughout the 
state. Red tide isn’t just an environmen-
tal problem; it’s an economic crisis that 
threatens the livelihoods of countless 
Floridians. It’s like a slow-motion hurri-
cane, gradually eroding the economic 
foundations of coastal communities. 

To sum it all up, the intensification of red 
tide blooms in Tampa Bay and Florida is 
driven by a combination of factors: ur-
ban runoff, sewage spills, agricultural 
runoff, inadequate wastewater treat-
ment, and weak environmental regula-
tions. Human pollution is exacerbating a 
natural phenomenon, creating a toxic 
cycle that threatens our environment, 
our economy, and our health. 

Looking Ahead: Solutions, Challenges, 
and the Future of Tampa Bay’s Water 
Quality 

Okay, team, let’s brainstorm some solu-
tions! The editor is ready to put on her 
thinking cap. First off, we need to seri-
ously clamp down on nutrient runoff. 

This means a multi-pronged approach. 
Improved stormwater management is 
paramount, and that could look like 
more green infrastructure, like rain gar-
dens and bioswales, to naturally filter 
pollutants before they reach our water-
ways. Upgrading our wastewater treat-
ment infrastructure is also non-
negotiable. We’re talking about modern-
izing aging plants to reduce nutrient dis-
charge and prevent those awful sewage 
spills. Regulations are key here; we 
need to make sure that developers and 
agricultural operations are following best 
practices to minimize their impact. And, 
honestly, we need to hold polluters ac-
countable. Stronger enforcement of ex-
isting regulations and hefty fines for vio-
lations could go a long way. It’s about 
creating a system where it’s cheaper to 
be clean than to pollute. Think of it as 
preventative medicine for Tampa Bay – 
addressing the root causes before they 
lead to a full-blown crisis. 

Luckily, it’s not all doom and gloom! 
There are initiatives working to improve 
Tampa Bay’s water quality. The Tampa 
Bay Times, in partnership with Tampa 
Electric, hosted a community conversa-
tion to discuss the future of Tampa Bay’s 
water resources. That’s a great start, 
bringing together experts and communi-
ty members to hash out solutions. Ed 
Sherwood from the Tampa Bay Estuary 
Program, Peter Clark from Tampa Bay 
Watch, and Margaret Mars Brisbin from 
USF’s College of Marine Science were 
all involved, showing a collaborative ef-
fort across different organizations. The 
Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) is also actively moni-
toring water quality in Tampa Bay, partic-
ularly around Port Manatee. They’re col-
lecting data and making it publicly avail-
able, which is fantastic for transparency 
and accountability. This allows research-
ers and the public to track progress and 
identify areas of concern. The DEP’s 
website provides an interactive map 
where you can click on specific sampling 
sites and view the data. These monitor-
ing efforts are essential for understand-
ing the effectiveness of different mitiga-
tion strategies and for adapting our ap-
proach as needed. It’s like having a vital 
signs monitor for Tampa Bay, allowing 
us to track its health and respond to any 
warning signs. 

But let’s not sugarcoat it; implementing 
these solutions is going to be tough. 
Funding is always a major hurdle. Up-
grading wastewater treatment plants 
and implementing large-scale storm-
water management projects requires 
billions of dollars. Securing that funding, 
especially in a political climate where 
environmental protection is sometimes 
viewed as a luxury, is a constant strug-
gle. Political obstacles are another chal-
lenge. Powerful industries often resist 
regulations that could impact their bot-
tom line, and navigating the complex 
web of competing interests requires 
skillful negotiation and unwavering com-
mitment. And, let’s not forget the com-
plexity of the ecosystem itself. Tampa 
Bay is a vast and diverse environment, 
and understanding how different factors 
interact is crucial for developing effective 
solutions. It’s like trying to solve a giant 
jigsaw puzzle with missing pieces; it re-
quires patience, persistence, and a will-

ingness to adapt our approach as we 
learn more. 

Community engagement and public 
awareness are critical components of 
protecting Tampa Bay’s water re-
sources. When people understand the 
issues and feel empowered to take ac-
tion, they become powerful advocates 
for change. This could involve volunteer-
ing for cleanup efforts, participating in 
citizen science monitoring programs, or 
simply making more sustainable choices 
in their daily lives. Educational cam-
paigns can raise awareness about the 
sources of pollution and the steps indi-
viduals can take to reduce their impact. 
It’s about fostering a sense of collective 
responsibility and empowering people to 
become stewards of their environment. 
Think of it as building a team of citizen 
scientists and environmental advocates, 
all working together to protect Tampa 
Bay. 

UF’s research, particularly Muni-
Morgan’s work on DON, plays a crucial 
role in informing effective mitigation 
strategies. By identifying the specific 
sources of nitrogen fueling red tide 
blooms, her research can help policy-
makers target their efforts and allocate 
resources more efficiently. The high-
resolution mass spectrometry provides a 
level of detail that was previously una-
vailable, allowing for a much more nu-
anced understanding of the problem. 
This research is not just about generat-
ing data; it’s about translating that data 
into actionable solutions that can protect 
Tampa Bay’s water quality. It’s like 
providing a GPS for policymakers, guid-
ing them towards the most effective 
routes for restoring the health of the bay. 

Ultimately, ensuring a sustainable future 
for Tampa Bay requires collaboration 
and commitment from all stakeholders. 
Policymakers, researchers, and citizens 
must work together to address the chal-
lenges of nutrient pollution and red tide. 
This means investing in infrastructure, 
implementing effective regulations, pro-
moting public awareness, and support-
ing ongoing research. It’s about recog-
nizing that the health of Tampa Bay is 
inextricably linked to the health of our 
economy and our communities. It’s a 
shared responsibility, and by working 
together, we can create a brighter future 
for this vital ecosystem. 

Reference: 

UF Research Aims to Help Reduce Ni-
trogen Flow into Tampa Bay 

Debby’s Impact on Sarasota-Bradenton 
Water Quality: Flooding and Sewage 
Spills 

Florida’s Water Crisis: Red Tide, Flesh-
Eating Bacteria, and the Consequences 
of Neglect 

The Connection Between Human Pollu-
tion and Florida’s Worsening Red Tide 
Outbreaks 

Swath of Red Tide Forms Along South-
west Florida Coast 

Tampa Bay Sampling Response and 
Results 

How Can We Improve Tampa Bay’s Wa-
ter Quality? We’re About to Find Out. 
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25-D-00023  Professional ENGINEERING SER-

VICES to Perform Underground Utility Locating 

Services (Est. $7,500,000).   

Due April 3, 2025 at 2 pm  

CITY OF TAMPA, PUBLIC WORKS, JIM 

GREINER - 813/274-8598 FAX: 813/274-8080 

jim.greiner@tampagov.net 

mailto:jim.greiner@tampagov.ne
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25-28 Stormwater Utility Fee Study 

 Invitation To Bid Purchasing 541618, 

541620 

 

Overview 

Summary 

The Bay County Board of County Com-

missioners (County) is seeking state-

ments of qualifications from firms with 

experience in updating a schedule of 

stormwater fees referenced in the Bay 

County Code of Ordinances.  On Janu-

ary 18, 2005, the Board of County Com-

missioners approved a stormwater utili-

ty ordinance, which established a flat 

stormwater fee for developed residen-

tial and non-residential parcels. The 

scope of this project includes the re-

view and revision of the current public 

storm water utility Financial Model and 

Fee Structure. 

Question Submission Deadline: 

March 28, 2025, 5:00pm 

Proposal Submission Deadline: 

April 8, 2025, 2:00pm 

25-32 Disaster Recovery Consultant 

Services 

Invitation To Bid Purchasing 541611 

Summary 

ELECTRONIC OR SEALED PROPOSALS 
for RFP NO: 25-32 Disaster Recovery 
Consultant Services will be received by 
the BOARD OF County COMMISSION-
ERS OF BAY County, FLORIDA at the 
Purchasing Department, 840 West 11th 
Street, Suite 2500, Panama City, Florida 
32401 up until 2:00 PM (central time) 
Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 
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RFP_2025_002 Suwannee Sound/Cedar Key 

OYSTER RESTORATION Project Involving the 

Placement of Reef Building Substrate and/or 

Live Oyster Seed on Damaged or Degraded 

Oyster Reefs.  

Due April 10, 2025 at 2 pm  

LEVY COUNTY COMMISSION, ALICIA TRETHE-

WAY, BRONSON - 352/486-5218 or 352/441-0964  

tretheway-ali@levycounty.org    

The City of Cape Coral, Florida will re-

ceive Proposals for Professional Engi-

neering, Design and Construction Ser-

vices for Weir 2, 8 and 13 Replacement 

Project RUT2559SH, in accordance with 

the specifications on file. Detailed spec-

ifications and instructions for submittal 

may be obtained online at https://

capecoral.ionwave.net/Login.aspx. 

PROPOSALS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED 

THROUGH ION WAVE NO LATER THAN 

3:00 P.M. on April 16, 2025. PRO-

POSALS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO 

BE SUBMITTED AFTER THAT TIME. 

By Order of the City Manager 

Kimberly Bruns, City Clerk 

DOT-ITB-25-8041-JR 

  Long Term Protected GOPHER 

TORTOISE CONSERVATION RECIPIENT SITE to 

Accept Gopher Tortoises From Donor Site With-

in SR 91 Florida’s Turnpike From O’Brien to US 

27 Project in Lake Co.   

Due March 31, 2025 at 2:30 pm 

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION, TURNPIKE, JA-

MIE REYES, OCOEE – 407/264-3204 (x. 3495)  

tp.purch@dot.state.fl.us   
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St Petersburg, City of 

727-893-7220 

Consulting Services, Solar Energy, Energy 

Efficiency, Mechanical, Electrical, Plumb-

ing and Fire Protection Projects 

 Request For Qualification Engineering 

90607, 90608, 90610, 90627, 90628...  

Project ID:  RFQ- 25 – 108 

Summary 

The City of St. Petersburg is seeking re-

sponses from qualified vendors to provide 

consulting services for Solar Energy, Ener-

gy Efficiency, Mechanical, Electrical, 

Plumbing and Fire Protection Projects on 

as-needed basis. Projects may be funded 

by the City, State, Federal or other agen-

cies or by a combination of funding 

sources. Projects funded in whole or part 

with non-City funds shall be designed in 

conformance with the funding agency’s re-

quirements. 

Deadline for Questions: 

April 7, 2025, 12:00pm 

Deadline for Question Response: 

April 9, 2025, 12:00pm 

Deadline for Submittals: 

April 17, 2025, 3:00pm 
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Invitation to Bid 
 

Black Creek Crayfish Project 9810.060 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
Advertisement Status: OPEN 
Last Edit Date/Time: 03/14/2025, 12:48 PM 

Advertisement Number: ITB-11978 

Agency Advertisement Number: FWC 24/25-66C 

Version Number: 1 

Published Date/Time: 03/14/2025 12:48 PM 

Start Date/Time: 03/14/2025 12:48 PM 

End Date/Time:  04/21/2025 03:00 PM 

Responses Open Date/Time: 04/21/2025 03:00 PM 

 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is seeking competi-
tive pricing for installing a new weir in Black Creek to prevent an invasive 

species of crayfish from competing with an indigenous species of crayfish. 
Includes all material, equipment and labor necessary to complete the scope 
of work, in accordance with the specifications contained herein.  

A vendor submitting a bid should be registered in the MyFloridaMarketPlace 
(MFMP) system and with SunBiz prior to the bid opening.   

For a copy of this bid, click on the link at the bottom of the advertisement 
page on the Vendor Information Portal (VIP) to download.  

Email a completed Confidentiality Exemption Form (Attachment A) to Ran-
dolph.Golightly@myfwc.com to receive an electronic copy of construction 
plans and all other associated documents. 

Please direct all questions to: 

Name: Randy Golightly 
Phone: (850) 617-9648 
Address: 1875 E Orange Ave Tallahassee, FL 32311 
Email: Randolph.Golightly@MyFWC.com Commodity Codes 

Code Description 

72141505 Earthmoving service 

72154007 Dewatering service 

TIMBER CREEK COMMUNITY DEVELOP-

MENT DISTRICT 

INVITATION TO BID 

Pond Repair and Restoration for 

Timber Creek CDD 

Hillsborough County, Florida 

Timber Creek Community Development 

District (the District) hereby requests bids 

to provide services relating to pond repair 

and restoration for Timber Creek Commu-

nity Development District, all as more 

specifically set forth in the Project Manu-

al. 

The Project Manual will be available be-

ginning Friday, March 21, 2025, at 12:00 

p.m. (EST). The project manual will be 

available electronically and a paper copy 

of the manual can be picked up at In-

framark, 2005 Pan Am Circle, Suite 300, 

Tampa, FL 33607. The District Manager 

shall be the contact person regarding the 

Project Manual. Lisa Castoria can be 

reached by email at Li-

sa.Castoria@inframark.com. 

Firms desiring to submit bids must sub-

mit the required bid no later than 5:00 

p.m. (EST) on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, 

to the District Managers office located at 

Inframark, 2005 Pan Am Circle, Suite 300, 

Tampa, FL 33607. There will be a Pre-Bid 

Meeting held at 11:00 a.m. (EST) on Tues-

day, April 1, 2025, at the Timber Creek 

Clubhouse located at 10224 Opaline Sky 

Court, Riverview, FL 33578. 

The District is a special-purpose taxing 

District created by Chapter 190 Florida 

Statutes. The entities submitting bids 

must be able to provide for the level of 

service as outlined in the Project Manual 

and meet the following qualifications: (i) 

fully licensed and insured, (ii) 5 years 

minimum continuous operation (iii) expe-

rience with at least three other projects 

involving pond repair and restoration sim-

ilar to the Timber Creek CDD project, with 

verifiable references on those projects, 

(iv) Bidder must be in good financial 

standing with no history of bankruptcy or 

financial reorganization, (v) Bidder will be 

encouraged to have made a site visit prior 

to submitting the bid and will be responsi-

ble for 100% of their own takeoffs, and (vi) 

Bidder must submit a total price. 

The District has the right to reject any and 

all bids, make modifications to the work, 

and waive any minor informalities and ir-

regularities in bids as it deems appropri-

ate, if it determines in its discretion that it 

is in the best interest of the District to do 

so. 

Any person who wishes to protest the 

Project Manual, or any component there-

of, shall file with the District a written no-

tice of protest within seventy-two (72) 

hours after the Project Manual is made 

available, and shall file a formal written 

protest with the District within seven (7) 

calendar days after the date of timely fil-

ing the initial notice of protest. Filing will 

be perfected and deemed to have oc-

curred upon receipt by the District Man-

ager, Inframark, 2005 Pan Am Circle, Suite 

300, Tampa, FL 33607. Failure to timely 

file a notice of protest or failure to timely 

file a formal written protest shall consti-

tute a waiver of any right to object to or 

protest the contents of the Districts Pro-

ject Manual. The formal written protest 

shall state with particularity the facts and 

law upon which the protest is based. 

Ranking of bids will be made on the basis 

of qualifications according to the evalua-

tion criteria contained within the Project 

Manual. Any and all questions relative to 

this project shall be directed in writing, by 

e-mail only, to Lisa Castoria at Li-

sa.Castoria@inframark.com, no later than 

Thursday, April 17, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

(EST). 

Firms desiring to provide services for this 

project must submit one (1) original hard 

copy AND one (1) digital PDF copy of the 

required bid by 5:00 p.m. (EST) on April 

23 , 2025, to Inframark, 2005 Pan Am Cir-

cle, Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33607 AND by 

emailing District Manager Lisa Castoria at 

Lisa.Castoria@inframark.com. Bids shall 

be submitted in a sealed opaque package, 

shall bear the name of the Bidder on the 

outside of the package, and shall identify 

the name of the project. Bids will be pub-

licly opened at 12:00 p.m. (EST) on Thurs-

day, April 24, 2025, at Inframark, 2005 Pan 

Am Circle, Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33607; 

those received after the time and date 

stipulated above will be returned uno-

pened to the Bidder. Any bid not complet-

ed as specified or missing the required 

bid documents as provided in the Project 

Manual may be disqualified. 

Timber Creek Community Development 

District 

Lisa Castoria, District Manager 

Publish Date: March 23, 2025 29617 

mailto:Randolph.Golightly@MyFWC.com


Florida Research 727-441-4101 

FWC 24/25-67  RFQs for Professional ENGINEER-

ING SERVICES for a Wide Variety of Environmen-

tal Resource Projects Throughout Florida.   

Due April 30, 2025 at 3:30 pm Questions Due: 5:00 

pm, 4/2/25.  https://

vendor.myfloridamarketplace.com/search/bids/

detail/12039  

FLORIDA FISH & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION, JOSHUA STRINGER, TALLAHAS-

SEE - 850/617-9617  joshua.stringer@myfwc.com  

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

ENGINEERING SERVICES 

FOR THE WEST PORT EAST COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

RFQ for Engineering Services 

The West Port East Community Develop-

ment District (District), located in Char-

lotte County, Florida, announces that pro-

fessional engineering services will be re-

quired on a continuing basis for the Dis-

tricts stormwater systems, and other pub-

lic improvements authorized by Chapter 

190, Florida Statutes. The engineering 

firm selected will act in the general capac-

ity of District Engineer and will provide 

District engineering services, as required. 

Any firm or individual (Applicant) desiring 

to provide professional services to the 

District must: 1) hold applicable federal, 

state and local licenses; 2) be authorized 

to do business in Florida in accordance 

with Florida law; and 3) furnish a state-

ment (Qualification Statement) of its quali-

fications and past experience on U.S. 

General Service Administrations Architect

-Engineer Qualifications, Standard Form 

No. 330, with pertinent supporting data. 

Among other things, Applicants must 

submit information relating to: a) the abil-

ity and adequacy of the Applicants pro-

fessional personnel; b) whether the Appli-

cant is a certified minority business enter-

prise; c) the Applicants willingness to 

meet time and budget requirements; d) 

the Applicants past experience and per-

formance, including but not limited to 

past experience as a District Engineer for 

any community development districts and 

past experience in Charlotte County, Flor-

ida; e) the geographic location of the Ap-

plicants headquarters and offices; f) the 

current and projected workloads of the 

Applicant; and g) the volume of work pre-

viously awarded to the Applicant by the 

District. Further, each Applicant must 

identify the specific individual affiliated 

with the Applicant who would be handling 

District meetings, construction services, 

and other engineering tasks. 

The District will review all Applicants and 

will comply with Florida law, including the 

Consultants Competitive Negotiations 

Act, Chapter 287, Florida Statutes 

(CCNA). All Applicants interested must 

submit one (1) electronic and one (1) un-

bound copy of Standard Form No. 330 

and the Qualification Statement by 12:00 

p.m., on April 4, 2025, 2025 by email to gil-

lyardd@whhassociates.com (District Man-

agers Office). 

The Board shall select and rank the Appli-
cants using the requirements set forth in 
the CCNA and the evaluation criteria on 
file with the District Manager, and the 
highest ranked Applicant will be request-
ed to enter into contract negotiations. If 
an agreement cannot be reached between 
the District and the highest ranked Appli-
cant, negotiations will cease and begin 
with the next highest ranked Applicant, 
and if these negotiations are unsuccess-
ful, will continue to the third highest 
ranked Applicant. 
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