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Care About Food Waste? In Massachusetts, You 
Can Be a Compost Consultant. 
By Somini Sengupta 

Photographs by Cassandra 
Klos 

March 25, 2025 

Nytimes.com 

America has a food waste prob-
lem: Rotten tomatoes and pizza 
boxes end up in trash dumps and 
produce a potent planet-heating 
gas called methane. 

Massachusetts has a fix: A state 
regulation requires businesses to 
keep food out of dumpsters. To 
help them comply, the state offers 
a carrot, in the form of a chatty, 
practical, 63-year-old hand-
holding food-waste-reduction 
consultant named Heather 
Billings. 

Which is how, on a frigid 
Wednesday morning, Ms. Billings 
found herself poking around the 
narrow kitchen of the Port Tav-
ern, a sports bar in Newburyport, 
Mass. 

An owner of the Port Tavern, Ab-
bie Hannan, left, invited Ms. 
Billings to look at how the restau-
rant managed its waste. 

She quickly spotted a very solva-
ble problem at the prep cook’s 
station: a 23-gallon trash can into 
which went tomato tops and oth-
er food scraps. 

Then came the dumpster inspec-
tion. Could anything in there go 
to compost? 

Ms. Billings, a consultant con-
tracted by the state government, 
took notes, snapped pictures and 
peered behind the bar to assess 
where the lemon wedges and 
plastic olive skewers ended up. 

She had some easy fixes for Port 
Tavern’s co-owner Abbie Han-
nan. She proposed inexpensive, 
four-gallon plastic buckets to nest 
inside the bigger trash bins to 
collect food scraps. She connect-
ed Ms. Hannan to compost haul-
ers and a charity that could pick 
up leftover edible food. 

“Our biggest challenge will be to 
get everyone to follow the rules,” 
Ms. Hannan surmised. 

“A visual reminder is always 
good,” Ms. Billings replied. She 
opened her binder to show signs 
that could be affixed to the kitch-
en walls. 

State regulations require institu-
tions that produce half a ton of 
waste per week — hospitals, uni-
versities, restaurants — to divert 
organic waste away from landfills 
and incinerators. 

Many don’t. Ms. Hannan hadn’t 

heard of the food waste ban until 
she saw Ms. Billings give a 
presentation recently at a local 
event. 

In theory, there’s a stick for those 
that fail to comply. If state in-
spectors see large amounts of 
food waste being trucked into a 
waste site, they try to trace it back 
to where it’s coming from. En-
forcement is rare. In the last 10 
years since the regulations have 
been in place, only 141 businesses 
have been cited for not complying 
with the regulation; 14 consent 
orders have been issued, laying 
out what they should do. (State 
officials declined to let a reporter 
accompany an inspector or to in-
terview one.) 

 

Some food that’s wasted is still 
good. 

There are charities in the Boston 
area that take the surplus from 
restaurants and grocery stores. 

Because, even as so much food 
goes to waste, many Americans 
are still hungry. 

An independent study published 
in the journal Science concluded 
that among the half dozen states 
with composting laws, Massachu-
setts had gone farthest in reduc-
ing total waste in its landfills. 
Several experts quibbled with 
that study, saying it had failed to 
break out how much of that waste 
reduction was organic matter. 
Sure, they said, Massachusetts 
had made a dent. But so 
had California and Vermont. 

Environmentalists want Massa-
chusetts to go further, by requir-
ing residents to also keep food 
waste out of landfills and requir-
ing cities and towns to offer rat-
proof compost bins. “We’re still 
throwing away a lot of food,” said 
Kirstie Pecci, who heads an advo-
cacy group called Just Zero. “I’m 
frustrated by a lack of progress to 
get to the next level.” 

State officials estimate that 
380,000 tons of organic waste 
are diverted every year. That’s 
about 6 percent of the total waste 
generated, about 6.1 million tons 
annually. 

One additional benefit of the food 
waste rule: It has spurred new 
businesses around the state, like 
Black Earth Compost. 

Composting turns food waste into 
dirt that farmers and gardeners 
can use to nourish their soil. 

So far, the state has relied mostly 
on carrots to nudge restaurants to 
compost. One of them is Ms. 

Billings. 

Her passion for keeping useful 
things out of the trash goes back 
decades. She watched her father-
in-law, a truck driver in Maine, 
haul newspapers for recycling. It 
led her to set up a neighborhood 
recycling center 35 years ago in 

her hometown, Fitchburg, Mass., 
and then work for a waste hauling 
company. She is now a senior 
waste reduction consultant for 
CET, formerly called the Center 
for EcoTechnology, a nonprofit 
group contracted by the state to 
help businesses comply with the reg-
ulation. 

Florida Research 727-441-4101 Solid Waste 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/somini-sengupta
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adn4216
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adn4216
https://refed.org/articles/refed-shares-concerns-about-recent-food-waste-ban-study/
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https://chlpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Organic-Waste-Bans_FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://recyclingworksma.com/commercial-organics-waste-ban/
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Her job, as she sees it, is to ob-
serve and advise. Do people who 
work in the kitchen have to travel 
far to dispose of compost? Are 
dumpsters clearly labeled so em-
ployees know what should go in 
them? Can restaurants save mon-
ey by reducing their trash vol-

umes? Is there enough organic 
waste to send to an anaerobic di-
gester facility, where organic mat-
ter is turned into fuel? 

Ms. Billings inspected for food 
waste. 

At Port Tavern, the trickiest prob-
lem stood in the parking lot. The 
bar shares the dumpster with 
three other restaurants. Only if 
everyone agrees to hire a compost 
hauler would they be able to re-
duce the trash they generate, and 
the cost of trash pickup. 

“It’s complicated,” Ms. Hannan 
warned. 

“Not insurmountable,” Ms. 
Billings replied, with her signa-
ture cheer. She would just have to 
do more hand-holding. 
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Coconut Creek Businesses Asked to Share Input on 
Waste, Recycling 
By Luis F. Perez 

Published March 23, 2025 at 2:00 PM 

Tapinto.net 

COCONUT CREEK, FL — The Solid Waste Authority of 
Broward County is asking business owners in Coconut Creek to 
complete a survey on how they handle garbage and recycling. 

The survey is open through April 11. It is available in English, 
Spanish, and Kreyòl at browardswa.org/surveys. 

City of Sunrise Mayor Mike Ryan, who serves as chair of the 
Solid Waste Authority, said businesses play a key role in helping 
manage waste and shaping a sustainable future. Feedback will 
help improve recycling programs and develop a long-term waste 

management plan. 

“Your input will help identify opportunities to promote reduction, 
increase diversion and recycling, enhance efficiency, and create 
solutions for businesses of all sizes,” he said in a press release 
issued by the authority. 

The business survey follows a recent residential survey. More 
public engagement opportunities, including another residential 
survey and community meetings, are planned later this year. 

Survey results will guide educational efforts and inform recom-
mendations for the county’s 40-year waste management and 
recycling plan, according to the release.  

For more information, visit browardswa.org. 

Solid Waste Authority of Broward County Seeks Feedback from 
Local Businesses on Garbage and Recycling 

March 25, 2025 

Newsbreak.com 

Miami Community News 

 

The Solid Waste Authority of Broward 
County is inviting business owners to 
complete a short survey on how they 
handle garbage and recycling at their 
business. Feedback will help shape a 
long-term Solid Waste Management and 
Recycling Master Plan and improve local 
recycling programs. 

“If you own or manage a business in 
Broward County, we want to hear from 
you,” said Mayor Mike Ryan, Chair of the 
Solid Waste Authority. “Businesses play 
a key role in helping to manage our com-
munity’s waste stream and in shaping a 
sustainable future. Your input will help 
identify opportunities to promote reduc-
tion, increase diversion and recycling, 
enhance efficiency, and create solutions 
for businesses of all sizes.” 

The survey is open from March 17 to 
April 11, 2025, and is available in Eng-
lish, Spanish, and Kreyòl at https://
browardswa.org/ surveys/ : 

This business survey follows a recent 
residential survey, with more public en-
gagement opportunities, including a 
second residential survey and communi-
ty focus groups, planned for later this 
year. 

Survey results will guide educational ef-
forts and inform recommendations for 
the 40-Year Solid Waste Management 
and Recycling Master Plan. To learn 
more about the Solid Waste Authority of 
Broward County, visit browardswa.org . 

\By Community News Releases, 

https://bit.ly/swabroward
https://bit.ly/swabroward
https://browardswa.org/surveys/
https://browardswa.org/surveys/
https://bit.ly/swabroward
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Baldwin County’s $25 million recycling facility 
opens – why it’s a game changer 
By Debbie Williams 

Wkrg.com 

March 20, 2025 

SUMMERDALE, Ala. (WKRG) — A 
$5 million piece of equipment sorts 
and processes cardboard, plastics, 
aluminum, tin, and steel. 

“This is a recycling facility in its pur-
est form,” said Terri Graham, CEO of 
the new Solid Waste Disposal Author-
ity. 

Housed in a new $25 million, 60,000 
square foot facility, Baldwin County 
is beginning a county-wide recycling 
service. The facility also includes an 
education center that explains the im-
portance of recovering, reducing and 
reusing waste. “The work is just start-
ing we still have a long way to go,” 
said Graham. “This is just our push to 
actually understand what we are try-
ing to do.” 

County efforts to recycle haven’t al-
ways worked as intended, according 
to Baldwin County Commission 
Chairman Matt McKenzie, “It goes to 
the landfill right now. We were taking 
stuff to other places but not as much 
as we are now.” 

The new facility can process 40,000 
tons of recyclables a year which will 
then be sold. The cardboard and paper 
products go to International Paper, 
aluminum to Novelis in Bay Minette, 
and the plastics to K&W Plastics in 
Troy. 

County-wide curbside pick-up will be 
offered in stages. Six sites around the 
county will be set up for hard-to-
recycle materials like lithium batter-
ies, glass and hazardous household 
waste. 

“We are trying to get as much materi-
al, bring as much knowledge and edu-
cation to the community as possible 
so that we can get people excited 
about recycling and doing the right 
thing,” said Graham. 
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Big Businesses in Colorado Could Start Paying 
Fees to Help Recycling 
A looming state program will charge companies fees to help pay for recycling across the 
state, but will those costs be passed to consumers? 

By Catie Cheshire 

March 25, 2025 

Westword.com 

Colorado’s extended producer responsi-
bility program will begin next year, re-
quiring large businesses to fund 
the recycling or disposal of their pack-
aging. 
 
Large companies like Molson 
Coors won't have to track down each 
and every cardboard box encircling a 
case of beer, or every can and bottle, 
but the company will pay a fee intended 
to strengthen recycling in the state by 
bolstering infrastructure and residential 
recycling in Colorado.  

 
The intent is to incentivize companies to 
make more recyclable packaging, so 
higher fees will be levied for hard plas-
tics while fees for paper, which is recy-
cled more easily, will be lower. 
 
Producer responsibility programs have 
existed for decades in Canada, and Cal-
ifornia, Maine, Minnesota, Maryland and 
Oregon also have programs or are in the 
process of rolling them out. However, 
some Colorado businesses have con-
cerns related to the costs and legality of 
the program, and attempts to overturn 
the program could be in the works. 

 
State lawmakers created the program 
in 2022, setting up a system where pro-
ducers pay a third-party, nonprofit or-
ganization to manage funds generated 
by fees and oversee business participa-
tion; Circular Action Alliance (CAA) was 
eventually selected by the Colorado De-
partment of Public Health and Environ-
ment to administer the funds. 
 
CAA submitted a draft plan in February 
after consulting an advisory board made 
of local government officials, Colorado 
recycling companies, the Colorado Re-
tail Council and recycling advocates. 
The plan is under review by the state's 
producer responsibility advisory board 
until early April 2025, with most ele-
ments of the plan expected to kick in 
April 2026. 
 
The plan maps out the first five years of 
the producer responsibility program in 
Colorado, including preparations that will 
occur in 2025. Here's what we know so 
far: 
 

How the Producer Responsibility Pro-
gram Would Work 

According to CAA's draft, the goal is to 
increase Colorado's recycling rate from 
an estimated 25 percent to 41 percent 
by 2030, and to "improve processing of 
compostable covered materials, and 
ensure continuous improvement related 
to reuse and refill." 
 
Unlike other existing producer responsi-
bility plans that require companies to 
calculate their exact amount of business 
to see if they are mandated to pay the 
fees, Colorado’s proposed plan has a 
flat line: Any company that does more 
than $5.6 million in business total and 
sells products in Colorado must partici-
pate. 

 
Dues will be recalibrated each year, tak-
ing into account the costs of materials 
and program management as well as 

commodity revenues. 
 
“The producer dues are based on the 
net recycling services costs for each 
covered material in the state and vary by 
the type of covered material and if it is 
readily recyclable,” the plan explains. 
 
The materials covered by the program 
include paper, rigid plastics, metal and 
glass. Dues depend on the specific ma-
terial but range from an estimated 2 
cents per pound for paper to 90 cents 
per pound for rigid plastic. 
 
The estimated budget needed for the 
program is $215 to $267 million in 2026, 
the first planned ear of the program. By 
2030, the number could rise to any-
where from $300.7 to $397.2 million. 

 
Between $121.7 million and $160 million 
will be dedicated to residential recycling 
reimbursements in the first year of the 
program; up to $197.3 million could go 
toward residential reimbursements by 
2030. The first phase of implementation 
will focus on residential recycling and 
slowly build to include small businesses 
and small commercial properties, which 
won’t have to pay dues but could have 
their recycling costs reimbursed. A large 
part of the projected budget growth be-
tween 2026 is due to increasing funds 
for recycling expansion. 
 
Around $10 million of the annual budget 
is for operating and program manage-
ment costs, including staffing. 
 
Part of the budget is for a statewide edu-
cation program, with a $14 million pro-
jected budget for education and out-
reach in 2024. But by 2030, the project-
ed education budget is $20.5 million. 
 
Each year, any leftover money from 
dues will go back into the fund for pro-
gram improvement or to make dues low-
er the next year. 
 
The CAA plan proposes eventually add-
ing a concept called ecomodulation, 
which phases out materials that are hard 
to recycle or regularly contaminate com-
post, but that would be further down the 
line. The plan also considers adding 
jobs both in recycling and trash pickup 
and in industries that turn raw materials 
into new products to create a circular 
economy in Colorado. 
 

Possible Benefits of the Program 

Program funds will be given to local gov-
ernments to reimburse recycling costs. 
In Denver, for example, the city recent-
ly switched to charging for trash while 
providing recycling and composting un-
der the trash fee to every household 
smaller than eight dwelling units. Resi-
dents’ payments still don’t cover the en-
tire program, however, with an estimated 
$15.7 million gap that must be paid with 
money from the city’s general fund in 
2025. 

 
A needs assessment conducted as 
part of the producer responsibility plan 
proposal found Denver could save $14.2 
million annually by 2030 thanks to the 
program. Cities that contract out to third-
party waste removal services or those 
where people choose their own waste 
pickup could also recover recycling 
costs as the program would cover ex-
penses to set up a citywide program. 
 

“Nothing about CAA or this legislation 
requires communities to run waste in a 
certain way,” says Rachel Zerowin, com-
munications manager for CAA. 
“Communities will continue to operate 
their own waste programs in the way 
that works for them, and then CAA reim-
burses.” 
 
Positive environmental impacts are also 
expected. According to Zerowin, the pro-
gram is estimated to divert an additional 
410,000 tons of paper packaging materi-
als from the landfill and expand recy-
cling access to 700,000 households in 
the state by 2035. That waste diversion 
could prevent 1.2 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide from entering the atmos-
phere, CAA adds. 
 
“Once it's in place, this program repre-
sents an entire shift in our state's recy-
cling systems, and it's all going to drive 
less waste, more efficiency and reduced 
costs for the governments and the resi-
dents who are currently covering the 
recycling bills for the covered items,” 
Zerowin says. 

 
GreenLatinos, an advocacy nonprofit 
that supported the bill in 2022 and has a 
seat on the advisory board, has traveled 
statewide for feedback, finding that 
many Coloradans in rural areas wish 
they could recycle but can’t, according 
to Ean Tafoya, vice president of state 
programs for the organization. 
 
“Not only is the community asking for it 
in the sense that they want to be able to 
do the right thing with their trash, it's 
really about making polluters pay,” 
Tafoya says. “These are the corpora-
tions who are generating the waste, and 
they're pushing the social costs onto the 
community. ...These corporations are 
the ones putting a box in a bag, in a 
bag, in a box — and you're left to hold 
the bag.” 
 
The companies that will have to pay 
dues into the program aren’t thrilled, to 
say the least. The Colorado Competitive 
Council, which represents major em-
ployers in the state and is an affiliate of 
the Colorado Chamber of Commerce, 
says producers have been telling state 
officials about their major concerns in 
three areas: cost, effectiveness and le-
gality. 
 

Concerns, Challenges Facing Imple-
mentation 

Colorado Competitive Council executive 
director Rachel Beck says that while the 
companies in the council support in-
creasing recycling in the state, they 
don’t believe a producer responsibility 
program will work, citing the over 300 
waste management districts in the state 
that all operate differently as an exam-
ple. 

 
“To try and put something in place for 
the entire state when the conditions are 
so different in different parts of our state, 
it's a big challenge to tackle,” she ar-
gues. “One member suggested that the 
implementation needed to be a lot more 
pragmatic and that it might be a good 
idea to pause and maybe just focus on 
the front range, or even just Denver, as 
a start; learn some lessons from that, 
and then decide what to do about the 
rest of the state.” 
 
According to Beck, the cost of the pro-

gram will likely be passed down to peo-
ple at the grocery store. 
 
“When we were talking about this in 
2022, one of the examples that we were 
using was an estimate from the Colora-
do Brewers Guild that a single, medium-
sized brewery will pay $50,000 or more 
a year to the producer responsibility or-
ganization," Beck says. "Large retailers 
and manufacturers will pay tens of mil-
lions of dollars. Those estimates were 
largely based on programs in Canada.” 
 
Beck says a study on New York and 
Quebec found the cost of a basket of 
goods increased by 4 to 6 percent after 
producer responsibility programs were 
implimented. On the other hand, 
Zerowin cites a report from Oregon that 
found no correlation between rising gro-
cery prices in Canada and producer re-
sponsibility programs. Additionally, Colo-
rado’s law restricts producers from 
charging a point-of-sale fee to consum-
ers to cover costs of the program. 

 “This bill was passed several years ago 
and corporations and industry are part of 
the conversations,” Tafoya says. “Some 
will say this is too hard to do or costs too 
much, but not having microplastics in 
our water is worth it.” 
 
Regardless of any impact on consumer 
costs, producers believe the concept 
may be illegal. According to a legal anal-
ysis by law and lobbying firm Brownstein 
Hyatt Farber Schreck, the bill could be 
out of compliance with state law for sev-
eral reasons, mainly because CAA will 
be given “legislative and agency func-
tions," according to Brownstein. 
 
Colorado law prohibits the state legisla-
ture from delegating its authority to pri-
vate companies. Though CAA isn't part 
of the government, the company will be 
administering revenue, including setting 
dues, for a government program, which 
lawyers argue should be done by the 
legislature or a state agency in house. 
 
Colorado residents didn’t vote directly 
on the bill, either causing the lawyers to 
question where the regulation 
is Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights 
(TABOR) compliant. 

 
TABOR requires any increase in taxes in 
Colorado to be voted on by the popula-
tion rather than passed by the legisla-
ture. The upcoming producer program is 
based on fees, not taxes, but the oppo-
sition's legal analysis argues that pro-
gram dues constitute a tax, and there-
fore the program should have been put 
up for a ballot measure. 
 
“Our concerns are the same now as 
they were two or three years ago when 
we were contemplating this program,” 
Beck says. “That the costs were under-
estimated, they will be passed along to 
consumers, we won't get a significant 
return on our investment and that the 
thing is going to end up in court, any-
way, because it was structured inappro-
priately.” 
 
Once the advisory board turns in its 
comments, CAA will have sixty days to 
respond before the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Environment 
approves or rejects the plan. The 
CDPHE currently expects to open the 
plan to public comment from early Sep-
tember through early December 2025. 

https://www.westword.com/author/catie-cheshire
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-residents-question-recycling-cutback-every-other-week-23088628
https://www.westword.com/restaurants/rino-blue-moon-brewpub-closing-this-month-23892239
https://www.westword.com/restaurants/rino-blue-moon-brewpub-closing-this-month-23892239
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1355
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1355
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/hm/epr-program
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-residents-question-recycling-cutback-every-other-week-23088628
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/pubhea-03-12-24.pdf
https://taxfoundation.org/research/all/state/extended-producer-responsibility-epr/#:~:text=EPR%20may%20not%20be%20the,that%20are%20better%20than%20others.
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Documents/rscRRSconsumer.pdf
https://www.westword.com/news/what-is-tabor-and-how-does-it-affect-colorado-property-taxes-18270381
https://www.westword.com/news/what-is-tabor-and-how-does-it-affect-colorado-property-taxes-18270381
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City of Melbourne Offering Free Recycling Decals 
By City of Melbourne 
Published March 25, 2025 at 10:01 PM 

Tapinto.net 

MELBOURNE, FL - The City of Mel-
bourne Environmental Community 
Outreach (ECO) Division is offering 
free recycling guide decals to City 
of Melbourne residents and busi-
ness owners. 

The 10” x 10” decals are designed to 
go on recycling cart lids. They pro-
vide a quick and easy guide to 
show what can – and what cannot – 
be recycled through Waste Man-
agement’s curbside collection ser-
vice.   

To request a recycling decal, call 
the ECO Division at 321-608-5080 or 
email recycle@mlbfl.org. You may 
have the decal mailed to you, or 
you may pick up a decal at City Hall 
or the City of Melbourne Public 
Works and Utilities administration 
office. 

ECO staff will also be placing decals 
on recycling carts during weekly 
recycling checks as part of the Curb 
Contamination Program.  

“If you’re confused about what to 
recycle in the City of Melbourne, 
you’re not alone,” said Megan Ru-
ben, ECO Solid Waste and Recy-
cling Coordinator. “Recycling has 
been a challenge since single 
stream recycling began in 2010, but 
it is very important for reducing 
waste in landfills and keeping our 
city clean.” 

Plastic bags, for example, should 

not be put in the carts because 
they get tangled up in the machin-
ery at the recycling plant. 

Aluminum and steel cans; plastic 
bottles and jugs; glass bottles; and 
paper, including cardboard, are all 
appropriate for curbside pickup. 

For More Information: 

For questions about recycling in 
the City of Melbourne, or to request 
a decal, contact the ECO Division at 
321-608-5080 orrecycle@mlbfl.org. 

View Waste Management’s 
curbside recycling guide: wm.com/
recycleright 

Photo Credit: City of Melbourne 

mailto:recycle@mlbfl.org
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/departments/public-works-utilities/environmental-community-outreach/recycling/curb-contamination
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/departments/public-works-utilities/environmental-community-outreach/recycling/curb-contamination
mailto:recycle@mlbfl.org
http://www.wm.com/recycleright
http://www.wm.com/recycleright
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Fort Myers recycling facility catches fire; smoke visible for miles 

Reporter: Haley Zarcone 
Writer: Johnathan Minehan 
Published: March 25, 2025 
Winknews.com 
 
 
 

Thick smoke erupted from a Fort My-
ers recycling facility on Tuesday even-
ing as flames tore through the building. 

Nearly a dozen fire units responded to 
the scene on the 3700 block of Veroni-
ca Shoemaker Boulevard, 
where Mome Metals Recycling and Al-
lied Recycling operates. 

Chief Tracy McMillion of the Fort Myers 
Fire Department said, “The fire was ac-
tually called in around 6:22 p.m., and 

as we were approaching the fire, many 
of our crews actually reported a large 
smoke column, probably about three or 
four times as big as it is now.” 

When WINK News arrived, Fort Myers 
firefighters were actively battling the 
flames. 

“We’ve got a really good knockdown of 
the fire, and we’re looking at having a 
much shorter night than what we would 
normally have,” said McMillion. 

After sundown, it was still all hands on 
deck. 

The facility manager, Mohammd 
Obiedat, discussed the possible cause 

of the fire. 

“What we think is could be a battery in-
side one of the cars, the one we buy. 
So it might be that’s the reason for 
starting the fire,” said Obiedat. 

Obiedat expressed his gratitude for the 
fire department’s quick response. 

“I want to just thank the fire department 
for the quick response. They are great 
people. They really saved my yard, and 
we really appreciate their efforts.” 

The facility plans to install new sprin-
klers early Wednesday morning and 
expects to resume operations shortly. 

https://winknews.com/author/haleyzarcone/
https://winknews.com/author/johnathanminehan/
https://winknews.com/tag/fort-myers/
https://winknews.com/tag/fort-myers/
https://momerecycling.com/
https://momerecycling.com/
https://winknews.com/tag/fort-myers-fire-department/
https://winknews.com/tag/fort-myers-fire-department/
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Iowa City urges safe battery disposal after 
five landfill fires 
The Gazette 
Mar. 24, 2025 11:40 am 

Thegazette.com 

 

In the first three months of this year, five fires have ignit-
ed in the Iowa City Landfill and have required emergency 
response to extinguish. Most, if not all, of these fires 
were started by batteries that were improperly disposed 
of in the trash. 
Batteries and battery-containing devices should not go 
into the trash or regular recycling. Batteries that are in-
correctly disposed of are a leading cause of landfill and 
recycling facility fires. The city is asking residents to 
properly dispose of batteries via battery drop-off loca-
tions located throughout Johnson County, including: 
• Iowa City Fire Station #2 West (301 Emerald 

St., Iowa City) 
• Ace Hardware East (1558 Mall Drive, Iowa City) 
• Ace Hardware North (600 N Dodge St., Iowa City) 
• City Hall Cashier Counter (410 E Washington 
St., Iowa City) 
• North Liberty Community Center (520 W Cherry St., 
North Liberty) 
• Coralville Recreation Center (1506 Eighth St., Coral-
ville) 
Hazardous Material Collection Facility at 
the Iowa City Landfill (3900 Hebl Ave. SW, Iowa City) 
These drop-off locations are available to residents in 
Johnson County, Kalona, and Riverside at no cost. 
Battery-containing devices such as electronics, toys, and 
power tools can be properly recycled via the City’s elec-
tronics and appliances recycling programs. More infor-
mation is available at www.icgov.org/recycle. 

https://www.thegazette.com/the-gazette/
https://www.icgov.org/government/departments-and-divisions/public-works/resource-management/hazardous-material
https://www.icgov.org/government/departments-and-divisions/public-works/resource-management/hazardous-material
https://www.icgov.org/government/departments-and-divisions/public-works/resource-management/recycling
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FAU RESEARCHER SPOTLIGHTED ON RECYCLIST PODCAST 
FOR WORK ON  MYSTERIOUS “BLACK GOO” IN LANDFILLS 

TUESDAY, MAR 25, 2025 

FAU.EDU 
 

Dr. Yalan Liu, Assistant Profes-

sor in the Department of Civil, 

Environmental, and Geomatics 

Engineering at Florida Atlantic 

University, was recently fea-

tured on the Recyclist Podcast 

to discuss her research into one 

of the most perplexing emerg-

ing issues in landfill manage-

ment: the mysterious “Black 

Goo.” 

 

During the interview, Dr. Liu 

shared insights from her ongo-

ing project, “Emerging Chal-

lenges in Leachate Management 

at Florida Landfills: Addressing 

the Mysterious Black Goo,” a 

collaboration between FAU and 

the University of Central Flori-

da, funded by the Hinkley Cen-

ter for Solid and Hazardous 

Waste Management. This re-

search addresses the increasing 

occurrence of sticky, clog-

forming material—referred to 

as Black Goo—in leachate and 

gas collection systems across 

Florida’s landfills. 

 

On the podcast, Dr. Liu dis-

cussed her team’s efforts to con-

duct a statewide landfill survey, 

analyze chemical compositions 

of leachate and Black Goo sam-

ples, and develop practical 

guidance for operators facing 

this issue. She also spoke about 

the broader implications for sol-

id waste infrastructure, regula-

tory preparedness, and the need 

for proactive, science-based so-

lutions.  
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25-32 Disaster Recovery Consultant Ser-

vices 

Invitation To Bid Purchasing 541611 

Summary 

ELECTRONIC OR SEALED PROPOSALS 
for RFP NO: 25-32 Disaster Recovery 
Consultant Services will be received by 
the BOARD OF County COMMISSION-
ERS OF BAY County, FLORIDA at the 
Purchasing Department, 840 West 11th 
Street, Suite 2500, Panama City, Florida 
32401 up until 2:00 PM (central time) 
Wednesday, April 2, 2025. 

BP 01D   DUMPSTERS 

Due March 31, 2025 at  2 pm  

Above Bid Packages Pertain to Main 

Campus Floor Modernizations – East 

Tower Holtz OB Triage Renovation Pro-

ject at Jackson Memorial Hospital 

Contact: Skanska USA Building – Project 

Manager: Samantha Gonzalez – Saman-

ta.gonzalez@skanska.com  Senior Pro-

ject Manager: Vincent Collins – vin-

cent.collins@skanska.com   Preconstruc-

tion Manager: Cynthia Phillips – cyn-

thia.phillips@skanska.com   

PROJECT INFORMATION RELEASED 

FOR JACKSON HEALTH SYSTEM 

E21S5-R0 

ROAD & BRIDGE SWEEPING SER-

VICES to Clean & Remove Debris On 

Primary Roads Within the Lake City Op-

erations Area in Baker, Columbia, Ham-

ilton, Suwannee & Union Co. (Letting: 

02250416; Call Order; 008; Project 

#41021257267) (Est. $150,000) 

Due April 16, 2025 at 11 am 

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION, DIS-

TRICT 2, LAKE CITY - 386/758-3703  

FAX: 386/758-3791 https://cpp.fdot.gov/    

ITB 26-46-MM Annual Office RE-

CYCLING SERVICES.   

Due April 2, 2025 at 2 pm Contact: Man-

dy Mullins - 352/384-3090  mmmul-

lins@alachuacounty.us    
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Annual Transporting and Disposal of Haz-

ardous Waste 

 Invitation To Bid Solid Waste & Resource 

Recovery 96871 

Project ID:  ITB 26-193-MM 

Due Date: Wednesday, April 30, 2025 

2:00pm  

Alachua County Board of County Com-

missioners are requesting the submission 

of Bids for ITB 26-193-MM Annual Trans-

porting and Disposal of Hazardous Waste. 

The following apply to this Invitation to 

Bid (ITB): Introduction, Instruction to Bid-

ders, Terms and Conditions, Insurance, 

Scope of Services, Attachments, Sample 

Agreement, Submittals, and ITB Pricing 

Form. Specifications and supplementary 

documents are essential parts of the ITB 

and requirements occurring in one are as 

binding as though occurring in all. 

Services, as defined herein, are to include 

all labor, materials, supplies and equip-

ment in accordance with the terms, condi-

tions, and specifications set forth within 

this solicitation. 

Bidder must be qualified and fully capable 

of performing the required Services while 

adhering to all laws, specifications, pro-

cedures, protocols, applicable guidance, 

and industry best practices. 

 

Alachua County Solid Waste Department 

is seeking bids for the Annual Transport-

ing and Disposal of Hazardous Waste. 

 

1.2. Background 

Location: Alachua County is located in 

North Central Florida. The County govern-

ment seat is situated in Gainesville. 

Gainesville is located 70 miles southwest 

of Jacksonville, 129 miles southeast of 

Tallahassee, 140 miles northeast of Tam-

pa - St. Petersburg and 109 miles north-

west of Orlando. Alachua County has a 

population of over 250,000 and a regional 

airport. The County itself consists of a to-

tal area of 969 square miles. 

 

Form of Government: Alachua County is 

governed by a Board of five (5) elected 

County Commissioners and operates un-

der the established County Manager 

Charter form of government. In addition 

to the five County Commissioners, there 

are five elected Constitutional Officers: 

Supervisor of Elections, Sheriff, Clerk of 

the Court, Tax Collector, and the Property 

Appraiser. The Alachua County Attorney 

also reports to the Board. 

 

1.3. Contact Information 

Mandy Mullins 

Procurement Agent I 

Email: mmmullins@alachuacounty.us 

Phone: (352) 384-3090 

Department: 

Solid Waste & Resource Recovery 

1.4. Timeline 

Question Submission Deadline: April 20, 

2025, 12:00am 

Solicitation Submission Deadline: April 

30, 2025, 2:00pm 

The scheduled solicitation opening will 

occur via Teams Meeting; the information 

to join is provided below. Attendance (live 

viewing) of the bid opening is not re-

quired. 

 

Join Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer, mobile app or 

room device: 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%

3ameet-

ing_ZTQyYzk5YzMtZDc4ZS00N2IxLTljMW

UtMjAwNTQwN2NjNTNi%40thread.v2/0?

context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2290fc851d

-766d-4d7b-a09c-bfbf1d2dac94%22%2c%

22Oid%22%3a%22c82ab8e7-6ee1-4cd5-

9191-4aa322a1828f%22%7d 

 

Meeting ID: 259 625 692 241 

Passcode: yX9G3Q 

Or call in (audio only) 

+1 469-998-7938,,366862554# United 

States, Dallas 

Phone Conference ID: 366 862 554# 

 

If you have a disability and need an ac-

commodation in order to participate, 

please contact the Alachua County ADA 

Coordinator at ADA@alachuacounty.us or 

Equal Opportunity Office at 352-374-5275 

at least 7 business days prior to the 

event. If you are unable to notify the Of-

fice prior to the event, please inform an 

Alachua County employee that you need 

assistance. TDD/TTY users, please call 

711 (Florida Relay Service) 
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