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African Violets (,Saintpad,a sp.) can be grown successfully in a number of locations,
as long as the plant's requiremenis are understood. Propet environment greatly
improves lhe chance of growing healthy, beautiful Afric€n Violets. The key word is
"prope/'. The iactors contributing to proper environmenl are: tight, walering, soil,
feeding, humidity, pofling, temperalure, ventilation, and cleansing.

Proper Light: Light is the most importent environmenlal iactors for grofling heatthy,
blooming plants. Violets need enough of some type of light to stimulate Srowli and
bud formation. Slrong sunlight, unless fillered, is dangerous. An East or Northe€st
window is preferable, because il receives the moming sunlight of moderate ifllensity
and little heat. lf plants Ere grown in a Soulh or West window, {iller the sunlighl
during the summer months wilh a thin curEin, or move plants back a foot or ty/o
from the window. Because they lean loward the light, 1Um plants a partial ium as
needed !o keep lhem groi/ing sllaight. A quarter tum every lfiree days is
recommended.

lf your home receives little natural ligft, investigale artificial light- Fluorescenl
fixtures make it simple to contro, the amount and intensity. Bffiuse of the heal of
incandesc€nt ligH, African Violets are generally grown under fluorescenl light. Cool
white, coolwhite in combination with w€rrn whi.e, or special Grow-Lux lights can be
used. Since the intensay oflhe ,igirt decreases wilh time, it is best to replace lhe
tubes every 1$'18 monlhs. Since the figm !n the cenler of a fluoresc€nt tube is
stronger than at the ends, plants that require msre light are put in the center of the
lights; and plants that require less light are groryn at tte ends. Observe your Violetsl
lf the leaves tum down, and stems are lffig, there is lq_o_much lrgh!. Curling ot
csnter leaves and bleaching (or yello,ving) of the foibge are also signs of too much
light. lf Violets gro\.v upright and stems are shod, :hsre is Loq jSE-lEh!. Generally,
plants that grow in conest lighl, fom a flat rose{e v{ii,': bloorns held erect. Adjust
lhe lights so lhat they are 8-12" above lhe tops of the plants.




