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Gardening with
clirnate-smart
native plants

in the Northeast
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eosts of Non-native Plants

Non native plants are 40x mor6 likely te
bec$me invasive than native garden plants

lnvasive p,ants eest the U"$, an estirr'l*t*d
$20 liitlion Fel yefrr to manage and control

Invasive ,lapanese barberry supports 3x
more der:r ticks, which carry I yme disease

Common plantings that have become
invasive and should be replaced:

Japanesebarberry Japanesehoreysuck,effiffi
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Regional lnvasive
Species & Climate
Chan

Climate-Smatt Gardening
Rapidly wanring temperatures mean thal
native species will have to move hundreds o{
miles in coming decades just to keep up. Our
gardens can help native species shift their
ranges and adapt to climate charrge. Nalive
plantings today seed ecosysteft)s of the future

Historical (1 960-1 990)
Plant Hardiness Zones

Average Annual Minimurn Temperature ("F)

40'io 35" 3a 20" to,'15" 5a 0o to 5o 7a

35. to -30' 3b -'15'to -10' 5b 5'10 10' ?b

-30'io 25'i,&. -10'ro-5"6a-. 10'1015" 8a

-25" ro -20"i-:$.8: -s" to 0" 6b 15" to 20" Bb

Definitions

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone: Zones
based on rninimum temperature that are
used to cietermine where plants can grow.

Non-native: A species unlikely to have
arrived without human assistance.

lnvasive: A species that is established and
spreading with negative impacts to natite
species and ecosystems.

Climate-smart gardening: Planting for
present and future conditions using native
species adapted to both current and future
hardiness zones.

Learn more about invasive
species & climate change at:
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Why Native?
An estimated 80% oi ornamental plants for sale are non-native. This means thai the average
yard does a poor job of supporting native flora and fauna. By shifting our plantings towards
nativos. we can dramatically increase the diversity of bees, butterflies. birds and other animals
ln contrast. non-native plants do not support local food webs and can become invasive. Nalive
plant-< increa-<e biodive rsity and reduce risks associated wiih invasive species, which supports
resilie nt ecosystems in the face of climate change. Losk inside for sonre idees!

Benefits of Native Plants

/.",i 50% higher abundance oI
/4- native brrds

til:,.. $x higher abundance of rare

€:{ hirds

% 3x more butte#ly $pecie$

2x higher abundance of native
b+es

Native trees support {:.;i*r: the caterpillar
diversity oi related non-native trees
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Oak Chery l\4ap e Basswood
(Que/crs) (Prunus) (Acer) i ilia)

More caterpillars in your yard might sound
alarming, but rnesl are eaten L:y nesting
birds, and many later become bulterflies.
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Future (2040-2060)
Plant Hardiness Zones

Burning bush Multiflara rcse

For a fuit lisi, ccnlaci youi" state's extension prograr



Clirnate-srna :"t native pla nts
Growth Hardiness
Form Zones

Planting
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Big blue stem (Andropogon gerardila
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Canada wild rye (Elymus canade,sls)

lndian grass (Sorghastrum nutans)

Little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)

Sideoats grama (Boufelo u a cu rtipen d u la)
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Beardtongue (Pen stem on d ig itali s) Herb 3-8 !-; * ,)
Blazing star (Liatris spicata\ Herb * v
Blue {alse indigo (Baptisla australis) Herb 3-g t., & s
Blue flag iris (/rls versibo/or) Herb ao i" '1/L' ffi @
Blue Iobelia (L.obelia siphilitica) Hert] 4-9 #
Butterfly weed (Ascleplas luberosa) l'l e ril 3,9 ,L * (
Cardinal flaw er (Lobel i a cardi n al t s) Herb 3-S I u,L & '>:,' (
Foam flower lfarella cordifolia) l"lert) 4-9 'l'.1 \$P * 6
Ironweed (Venan ia n oveboracen s s) Herb 5-9 L'/6, * i'a€
Joe pye weed (Eutrochium fistLrlosum) Herb 4-8

, ,.b & a@
Lance leaf coreopsis (Coreopsls lanceolata) llerb 4-9 ,lo *
Monkey llower (Mimulus ringens) Herb 4-S i;..'-1"* @
New Enqla nd asler (Sy m phyol r i ch u n n ova e-a n g I i aeJ Herb 4-8 -?,i
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Obedient plant (Physosle g ia virg i n i an a) Herb 20 A *
White turilehead (Chelone glabra) Herb J-O
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American hazelnut (Corylus americana) Shrub 4-S *€g9 'F"(
Buttonbush (Ceph al anth u s accidental i s) Shrub 5-9
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Coastal sweet-pepperbush (Clethra alnifolia) Shrub 't_ o l:..i {iti1€l *@ y.
Deer berry I V acci n t u m sl amtne u n,) Shrub (o a
Eastern wahoo (Euonymus atrapurpureus) Shrub 3-7 t. * @
Highbush blueberry (Vacci n i u m corym bo su m) Shrub 4-8 *€8
Mountain laurel (Kalmi a I alifol i a\ Shrub 4-9 *
Nannyberry viburnum (Vib u rn u m lentago) Shrub 2-8 *&& ii.

Ninebark (P h ysocarp u s op u I ifol i u s) Shrub z-6 ,ii ,,.

Northern bush honeysuckle (Dier,/iila lcnicera) Shrub 3-7 '/<. a
Northern spicebush (Lindera benzoin) Shrub 4-9 i j,r ts *qs iy86
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American hornbeam (Carp in u s carolin i an a) Tree (small) 3-9
l': '1. tlrt p@

Bladdernut (Stap h y le a trifo I i ata) Tree (small) 4-8 *@ @
Gray dogwood (Cornus racemosa) Tree (small) 4-8

i ':! Es, * ,* @@
F,ussy willou, \Salix discolor) Tree (small) +-o i', C,/a * yi@@
Serviceberry (Am e I an c h t e r caradelrsis) Tree (small) 4-B i',' : 41.. l *& p@
Striped maple (Acer pennsylvanicum) Tree (small) 3-7

Eaj * @
Vv'itch-hazel (.H am am el t s v i rg in ian a) Tree (small) 3-B i''.; G * a@
Hophornbeam (Csr'ry,.'r'; :rrrginlana) Tree 3-9 a@
Kontucky r t ficr:tror, (Gt /4. ,.i.ladus drorca) Tree 38 ,. *@ @
Persimmort (l)ic,sp:.,;'.., !:i,<;n^) Tree 4..S i &8
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$upports pollinators

Supports birds

Showy flowers @ r-o* maintenance

Showyiedible fruit @ Oeer resistant


