 borh oods.

Bats offer us ¢ ffectxve
organic pest control ;,box with 1¢ ~h ’ h ‘ ‘u’ to 1‘00
er

consuming hundreds of ﬁi‘l‘f,f;ﬁ %Efld e ot
‘ You can your

mosqmtos an hour er free‘ T g
‘ land, they re avaﬂable at
~ Weisner’s 1I\’Iurse in Wil-

 BYLNDASCARANO.

are the least understood

or appreciated than
bats As we approach Hal-

~ f horrific

' Of all the mammals, none -

. ng: ~
and Count Dracn a inva e

_our thoughts. ~
Contrary to popular be—
lief, bats are clean, gentle ,
and intelligent creatures.  fndit uite amusin |
 Theydonotpreyonhu-  watchtheir unique %hght pat-
‘mans, tangle themselves ~  terne. ‘\

Didyou know a bat relies
on sound to determine where
and how it needs to move? It

~ into our hair, or even carry
- rables m e;frequently than

f 'garden guest of ultrasonic | ;
ily, here in North 3,  its mouth to search foranin-
most of our bat spec1es are€  gect that could be dinner.
[insectivores that find pesky  The sound bcunces back to
mosquitoes a great delicacy.  the bat alerting

- With the ever present . T
threat of West Nile Virus,  jcate
we should be encouraging  called
~ bats to come into our nexgh- .

Bear in mind, one 11tﬂe

 brown bat, can consume

~ hundreds of mosquitoesan
 hour. These caped-crusad-
ersgraciously offerusef-
~ fective, organic pest control .

. —for free‘




~ yet resilient membrane ‘
- which resembles a bird
- wing in shape, but that

~ strips covered by skin
bones that support the wing
closely rese‘mbg' ahuman

~ hand, .

~ Alongarmextendsout

~ from the body, complete

with a wrist; finger bones fan

out to form the hand. A tiny
- clawed thumb hooks out of

 the top of the wrist, allowing kV

- the bat to both crawl and
cling.
~ Interestingly enough, bats
_ ay spend over three-quar-
i ters of their lives asleep.

| They slow down theirrespi-  ing them in their roosting

| ration and heart rate as they

- doze in a trance-like state.
. For hanging upside down,

 they have a blood-flow sys-

- tem that works in reverse to

. humans. They have toes and

 knees which bend the oppo-
_ site direction from ours.

spots, and avoiding man-
made insecticides.
_ Planting trees and leaving

. dead and dying trees stand-
. ing (where safe), also are

_ good ways to encourage bats
_ tolive in your area. Flowers

that release scent at night at-
tract insects, which in turn
attract bats. You can begin
c;"eatin% your own bat gard

ning Primrose, Nicotianaor T

Soapwart. - ,
Herbs such as chives, bo-
rage, mint, marjoramand

lemon balm also attract night

flying insects. A bat garden

conceptions about bats are
believed because we rarely
come in contact with them.

By inviting them into your
back yard you soon will dis-
cover the useful and fascinat-
ing habits of “beneficial
bats.”

GARDEN NOTES
The National Arbor Day
Foundation has updated its
hardine p.Re-
searchers examined fifteen
years of temperature infor-
mation from the National . -
ceanic and Atmosph
Administration’s 5,000 cli

| matic data centers across the
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yf Welcome bats into your back yard with a bat house, like this one at
 the Staten Island Zoo.

-also can inﬁlude Salvia, Si-

lene, Phloz, Stock and Corn-
ﬂowerf , .

 POLLINATORS

~ Not only are bats the most
important controllers of
night-flying insects, they also
pollinate and disperse the
seeds of valuable fruits, nuts
and spices. As a gardener,
these are concerns that are of

o

country. The result is that
changes were made to many
areas of the country, moving
them up a full zone because

of temperature changes over
this time period. StatenIs-
land is now generally consid-
ered to be in Zone 6. -

Linda Scarano is the Pre
Great Kills Gard

‘member of First District Fe
Garden Clubs of New York Stat:

ent of the
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re clean, gentle and intelligent creatures.

Bats get a bad rap, thanks to vampire movies and popular mythology, but they actually a



