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Bats offer us eflstive,
organic pest control,

consuming hundreds of

mosquitos an hour for free

By LINDA SCARAN0

f ali the memmeils, no[e
are the least understood

t7 or appreciated than
bats. As *e approach Hal-
loween, imagei of horrific
blood-suckine vampire bats
,na Count Dr"acuiiinvade
our thoushts.

Contriry to popular be-
lief, bats are clean, gentle
and intelligent creatures.
They do not prey on hu-
mans, tangle themselves
into our hair, or even carry
rabies more frequently than
most mammals.

In fact, bats make won-
d"if"i g"idu" guests. Luck-
ily, heri in No;th America,
riost ofour bat species are
insectivores that find pesky
mosquitoes a great delicacy.
With the ever present
threat of West-Nile Virus,
we should be encouragin!
bats to come into our neigh-
borhoods.

Bear in mind, one little
brown bat, can consume
hundreds of mosquitoes an
hour. These caped-crusad-
ers sraciouslv offer us ef-
fecdlve, orgaiic pest control

- for free!

Welcome

caped crusaders

into the garden
.i

BAT BOX
A simPlY constructed bat

box witli rirosting comPart-
me[ts can shelter uP to 1oo

individualbats.
You canbuild Your own or

p"iJfrit" o"., on Staten Is'
[*a, in"y'." available-at.,
Weisner's Nursery rn wu-
lowbrook. Prices for a stan-
a;.i;ilb"; are around $25,

while the medium-Sl2e bo: is
t5oti 

rtr".a near a -constant
topplv ofwaier, a bat house

ilfffffib;ociuPiedbY
*anv t eiPfui nig[t hunters'

In mY o114t backYargr
have inumber of bats that
6E gin-/i g' r"ggrpg across.the
iLiiu"ff ev?iirig at dusk' I
nria it q.iit" amuJing to
riiaich their unique fught Pat-
terns.-- 

Did vou know a bat relies
o"iouia toietermine where
iicii"* ii needs to move?.It
doisthis bY emitting a series
of ultrasonic Pulses ttuough
its mouth to search ior an m-
sect that couid be dinner.
the soundbounces back to
t#b"t "l"tti"tit 

qq the r1;

11(

iliit ptit""cE' This soPhis-
ticated navigational system Iiic"t.{ 

"rvigational 
sYstem is

cdled echol-ocation.



WING.SHAPE
'One of themore unusual

features of a bat is its wine
shape. Ttre bat wing is a t6in,
yet resilient membr-ane
which resembles a bird,s
wing in shape, but that is
where the similariw ends.

While abird's hollow
bones_ support delicate feath- r

ers, a bat's wine is made of a
thin meshwork-of muscle
strips c-overed by skin. The
bones that support the wing
closely reseuidle a human -
hand.

A lons arm extends out
from the body, complete
with a wrist; finger 6ones fan
out to form the Eand. A tinv
clawed thumb hooks out #
the top of the wrist, allowine. the bat to both crawl and
cling.

Interestingly enough, bats
may spend over three-quar-

; ters oftheir lives asleetri.
i Theyslowdowntheiriespi- l

ration and heart rate as thfy
doze in a trance-Iike state.
For h-anging, upside down,
they have a blood-flow sys-
tem that works in reverse to
humens. They have toes and
knees. which bend the oppo-
site direction from oursl'

PERSECUTED ANIMALS
Despite what we know

about fheir importance to a
balanced ecosirstem, bats are
one of the moit relentlessiv

! persecutei{ animals on earfh. ,
; You can help them bv oro-
j viding housin g, not dis'turU-
I

. STATEN ISIAND AOYA}ICE/TRAilK J. ]OHNS

Welcome bats into your back yard with a bat house, like this one at
the Staten lsland Zoo.

conceptions about bats are
believEd because we rarely
come in contact with theni.
By inviting them into your
back yard you soon will dis-
cover the useful and fascinat-
ing habits of "beneficial
bats."

GARDEN NOTES
The National Arbor Dav

Foundation has updated it!
hardiness zone map. Re-
searchers examined fifteen
years of temperature infor-
mation from the National

Oceanic and AtmosPheric
Administration's 5,o oo cli.
matic data centerg across the
country. The result is that
changes were made to many
areas of the countrY, moving
them up a full zone because
of temperature changes over
this time'period. Staten Is-
land is now generaliY consid-
ered to be in-Zone 6.

ing them in theii roosting
spots, and avoidiug man-
made insecticides.

Planting trees and leaving
dead and dyingtrees stand-
ing (where safe), also are
gobd ways to encoutage bats
to live in your area. Flowers
that releaie scent at nigbt at-
tract insects, which in turn
attract bats. Yor-r can begi4
creatiag your ow:r'bat garden
simFly by planting Sweet
Rocket, Moonfl ower, Eve-
ni'lg Primrose, Nicotiana or
Soapwart.

Ilerbs such as chives, bo-
rage, mint, marjoram and
Iemon belm also attract night
flying insec*. A bat galdei

a.lso can inciude Salvia, Si-
Iene, P'h1ox; Stock and born-
flower.

POLLINATORS
Not only are bats the most

importent controllers of
night-flying insects, they also
pollinate and disperse the
seeds ofvaluabl,e ftuits, nuts
and spices. As a gardeuer,
these are,concerns that are of

, greafimport4ncg fo, me.
Pairhaps- many, of ile nis-

Linda Scarano is the Pr*sident of the
Great Kilts Garden Club which is a

member of First District Federated

Gard"n c1ffifrffi1fifr"i'iiil:l'

111



*-l

srnrrN tslmto novlNcE FILE PH0T0

Bats get a bad rap, thanks to vampire movies and popurar mythorogy, but they actuaily are crean, gentre and intelligent creatures'


