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GETGRO'vVING 
. . . 

·rhe~·kin.oest:cut 
Cuttings from this yea~s 
garden will save you 
mon~y and give y,qu a 
head start on nexf year 

By LEE GUGLIADA 

When Anita Wadas, of 
the _Staten Is}an~ Gar­
den Club, pµp:::h_ased 

three Coleus plants from a 
catalog_~fa'tot.al f:Ostof $p, 
she ballcecfaf the price, but , 
orderelf!h_ei:q:anyway, as a 
plai:J,t:-lov.er frequently does. 

"Garp.et Rob~•; ~is ad-
Bonnie Rogers, trims ~n ~loe plant in her greenhouse:' 

vertised :by Wayside Gar- has taken man.y ct1ttings of 
dens as "a cascading Col_eus hi 1- h • 
with.geart-shaped leav~s - t • s P ant over t -e:ye;tts. 

; the color of a fine old B.or:- Other outdoor plants sh7 
' dea~ with_ a c~artreust .. - propaga:es are Sempel'Vl.­
{ edgmg. encrrclmg each leaf.,, ,, -~ tee orum, (H~n ~d 
I The cascading seemed u:n- _'; Chicks) and Aucuoa. 
j usual Jo·Atpta and worth."· ·' •il"cut;r"ING • OPTIONS 

the exp:a mo~ey. She en:- •• ·' • • • 
joyed this annual all sum- _ Cuttings are i":nade fr(}m 
mer long; and-true to its , var1.ous houseplants a1;6. ,-
promist':; it certainly ca~'" _ Som.1:t ofher favorites are 
caded, fo $.e ppiritthat'she ,. Rh_- oeo; (Moses in''a Gr~clle); 
was unable to even see the pothos;;;Chlorephytun1; (Spi-
contain.er; ,!;!' _ , " '"' _-· _ der ~~!);'PfJi,lode!).dron; 

As,summer came to a , Schlumberge'ra; (Christmas · 
close, Anita. jusf cpulo.n't re+ cactus); ·sanseveria, (Snake 
sist Wcing some:~uttings plant),Jj>lecttanf:hµs; Neph-
and bringing them n,idoor~. • thytis; Prayer plant; 1:>eppe,ro~ 
where they wotil.d-be'safe" ~:n,µa; rosemary; hoya: aloe;:-_ . 
from the cold weather-.::, w.\ - cacill.s,and anyother cuttings 

-'' , that be'co-me availabletoher. 
She kept the plants in-

doors over the winter in a 
sunnv window. The follow­
ing spring her-cuttings Went 
b_ackoutsidefor .another _ 
summer o(enjoyment, and, 
her investmenfnoJonger,: 
seenied extravagant. Anita 

Anita's colorful deck 
stretches from her house to 
the garage and is overflowing 
with an abundance of plant­
ers filled with imp~tiens and, 
lysiinadiia nummfilaria, • 
{ creepingJeruiy), Dich9ndra:; 

"silverf alls" and, of course, 
. Coleus.-.Several overly large 
24-inch diameter containers 
,and antique garden urns are 
µsedto_ showcase her "green f 
thumb." t 

" ' t 
-

._  
•



Potting up the cuttings 
talces place in Bonnie's ga-
rage and the plants spend the 
next several months in her 
"greenhouse." Although 
small, this structure, com­
plete with shelves, gives just 
enough shelter to protect the ,, , 
tender plants until the No­
vember sale. Bonnie care-
fully regulates the tempera­
ture in the greenhouse by 
opening or closing the sliding 
doors. As cooler weather ap­
proaches the greenhouse 
doors gradually are closed 
more and more. 

The use of a greenhouse, 
even without heat, extends 
the growing season a few 
weeks in the fall and another 
several weeks in the spring. 
Bonnie moves her green­
house closer to the founda­
tion of the house in early fall 
and plugs in an electric light 
to keep the plants warmer 
during cooler nights. In the 
event of a really cold spell, 

the members get together to 
cover the plants with blan­
kets, or temporarily,move 
them to the garage. 

MANY PROJECTS 

The club, which was 
founded in 1914 by Alice Aus­
ten, has many projects, one 
of which is the Preservation 
of Historical Club Docu­
ments, a record of the club's 
activities, and reflects a Sta­
ten Island lifestyle from the 
early part of the 20th cen­
tury. 
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Above, Anita Wadas takes 
cuttings from the coleus 
"Gamet Robe." She'll bring 
them indoors where they'll 
thrive until they're able to 
be planted out again in 
spring. She always puts 
two stems in the pot for a 
healthy result. 
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