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Cuttings from this year’s
garden will saveyou
money and giveyoua
head start on next year

By LEE GUGLIADA
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Anita’s colorful deck
stretches from her house to
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Potting up the cuttings
takes place in Bonnie’s ga-
rage and the plants spend the
next several months in her
“greenhouse.” Although
small, this structure, com-
plete with shelves, gives just
enough shelter to protect the
tender plants until the No-
vember sale. Bonnie care-
fully regulates the tempera-
ture in the greenhouse by
opening or closing the sliding
doors. As cooler weather ap-
proaches the greenhouse
doors gradually are closed
‘more and more.

The use of a greenhouse,
even without heat, extends
the growing season a few
weeks in the fall and another
several weeks in the spring.
Bonnie moves her green-
house closer to the founda-
tion of the house in early fall
and plugs in an electric light
to keep the plants warmer
during cooler nights. In the
event of a really cold spell,
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Above, Anita Wadas takes
cuttings from the coleus
“Garnet Robe.” She'll bring
them indoors where they'll
thrive until they're able to
be planted out again in
spring. She always puts
two stems in the pot for a
healthy result.

the members get together to
cover the plants with blan-
kets, or temporarily move
them to the garage.

MANY PROJECTS

The club, which was
founded in 1914 by Alice Aus-
ten, has many projects, one
of which is the Preservation
of Historical Club Docu-
ments, a record of the club’s
activities, and reflects a Sta-
ten Island lifestyle from the
early part of the zoth cen-
tury.
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