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*Brighten smallspaces,

3500 an
herbs and

ByLEEGUGLIADA

here are many reasons
for gardening in contain
B ers,amongthem: Ital-

lows the gardener greater
flexibility and extends the
gardening space when
planting areas are limited;
flowering plants bring color |
to a patio, deck, or balcony
and soften the look of the

hardscape, and ve, ables

thatneedag

take advantage o
ity of containers.

otted gera-

_ niums can be brought into a
sunny window indoors in

~ the fall to provide colorfu

- blooms all winter and the:

be returned outdoors

following spring. An adde

advantage is that the cut-

. t.l" ¥s can b ina‘d‘e wlc)ien the
plants grow large and pro-
vide ad%rit‘ional plants at no

e

If you have only a bal-

_ cony or a small courtyard

~ available to you, potted
_plants can bring it to life.

~ Putting a plantin a box, tub,

or pot immediately gives it
anew character by “spot-

lighting” it. The individual

structure and character of
the plants becomes more
important. By the same

~ token, containerized plants
such as perennials that are
out of bloom and no longer

attractive can easily be rele-

~ gated to aless visible area
- of the garden untﬂ’thegare .
- once again suitable to be an
 attractive asset to the land-
scape. The best each season
 has to offer can be brought
_ onstage for maximum dis-

play and then taken offstage

 when the peak show is past.

~ many landsca

LOOK UP

Hanging planters add 2
interestin, dimension t

Where space is |

'become a necessity. .
only can accommodate many

more plants by getting some

- of them off the floor, you can
ccreate more interest by using

multiple levels. Be aware,
though, that a hang

‘, o Among the most useful
- and attractive hanging plant-

ers are moss baskets —

k‘  heavy-gauge wire baskets

sually lined with sphagnum
hsolland |

STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE PHOTOS/JAN SOMMA-HAMA




. genet aﬂy ake well to con-
tain s do tomatoes, pep-
- pers, and zucchini.

Herbs are another excel-

 lent choice for planting pots.
 Possibilities include parsley,

~ chives, dill, cilantro, basil,
tarragon and mint. For be
~ results grow marjoram, oreg—
_ ano, rosemary, sage, tarra
" andthymemfullsun,wrt
ittle watering. -

5 PREPARING TO. PLANT
 Asfor plantmg, once

thenext day Addmg Hydro-

. source, long-lasting, super-
| absorbent polymer crystals, ’

 tothe soil will reduce the

- need for frequent watering.

~ Hydrosource crystals are

~ available at Home Depot
under the name “Mo tur

release it to the roots to h Ip
avoid over-watering. Be sure
your pot has good dramage

‘ plant place enough soil mix
the pot, lightly tamp it
ace the plant S0

Hold it at that Ievel addmg
_ enough soil to supportitas |
- you lightly tamp the soil. Fin-

ish filling to about one-quar

~ ter inch below the pot rim.

The soil will settle, leavmg
you room to water
Generally, plants grown in
should be fed regularly
g the active growing

ﬁ g
season. With heavy Watermg,
~ nutrients leach readil ;

‘ ,through porous soil 1

Your cont
plants should never

lowed to wilt, but neither

away on vacation, group

them near a water source out

of the afternoon sun. Th

- grouping will help keep them
 moist, the shade will reduce
the need for water, and if

they’re near a hose, none will

be overlooked by your vaca- i
. tlon Waterer. ‘

Contamers canbe used for vertical ’

planting, to add interest to fer

draw the eye upward in a small garde
Here whimsical planters lend charm t
their surroundings, from terracotta

faces planted with a profusionof |
colorful oxalis to simple arrangements |
in a pair of oid sneakers and an old
watering pail, and a strawberry jar

‘overﬂowmg w:th succulents.
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