A Resolution for a Two-Thirds Majority to Remove the Texas Annual Conference
from The United Methodist Church

Submitted by: Elizabeth Duffin, Carroll Greenwaldt, Stephanie Griffin, David Horton,
DeAndre Johnson, Jeff McDonald, Keith Somerville, Tom Wussow

WHEREAS, representatives of various groups within The United Methodist Church (the
“UMC”) negotiated a Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation (the “Protocol”)
which would authorize an annual conference to exit the UMC by a 57% majority vote of the
clergy and lay members present and voting at a session of the annual conference; and

WHEREAS, even though the Protocol exists as negotiated procedure, it does not exist as church
law having not been presented to or authorized by General Conference; and

WHEREAS, significant uncertainty about the consequences of disaffiliating the Texas Annual
Conference (the “TAC”) from the UMC remains unresolved without the Protocol, including:
provisions for local churches, members, and clergy who do not wish to serve outside the UMC; a
process for guaranteeing clergy pension liabilities; the uncertainty of the constitutionality of
annual conference disaffiliation; and the possibility of annual conference disaffiliation without
General Conference approval being ruled unconstitutional by Judicial Council; and

WHEREAS, in the 2021 regular session of the TAC, a resolution was adopted that calls upon the
TAC to establish a Task Force for the study of annual conference assets, property, and personnel,
and requires the Task Force to deliver a “Plan for the Allocation of Assets and Discernment of
Relationship” to the TAC no sooner than three (3) months and no later than six (6) months “after
the adjournment of a General Conference which fundamentally changes our denomination”; and
the above-referenced resolution demonstrates the intent of the TAC to wait for General
Conference approval before the TAC votes to change its denominational affiliation; and

WHEREAS, significant uncertainty and in some cases instability exist in the congregations of
the TAC due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and a disaffiliation vote would only increase the
uncertainty and instability; and

WHEREAS, to disaffiliate the TAC from the UMC would change the membership of all the
local churches in the TAC, and there is precedent for a two-thirds majority vote at the level of
the local church for the approval of a change in local church membership, including 42553 which
specifies, “The decision to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church must be approved by a
two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the professing members of the local church present at the
church conference”; and 941 which defines the procedure for local churches to transfer their
annual conference membership to another annual conference, requiring “a two-thirds vote of
those present and voting at each of the following:

a) the charge conference;

b) the congregational meeting of the local church;

c) each of the two annual conferences involved.”



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the TAC adopts a two-thirds majority threshold of those
present and voting at any session of the annual conference, regular or called, for a vote to
disaffiliate the entire TAC from the UMC to be effective.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the two-thirds threshold remain in effect until General
Conference authorizes a different voting threshold for annual conferences to disaffiliate.
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