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Volume 13: Days 601-650

Introduction:
The Only Source of Wisdom

The twentieth century produced an information explosion unparalleled in human history—instant
access to volumes of knowledge at the click of your mouse. Yet with all we have learned and with
all that's been written, man's wisdom is still impotent to answer life's most basic spiritual
guestions like: How did we get here? Where do | go when | die? What is the meaning of life?

| once read a book by a psychiatrist on how to deal with depression. A section entitled
"Reprogramming Your Conscious Mind" particularly caught my attention. Her first suggestion was
that every time you have a negative thought, shout, "Cancel!" She also recommended sleep
programming by playing a tape recording all night that contains lots of positive feedback. During
the day, according to her, you should listen to positive music.

The doctor also thought it would be helpful to cultivate a meaningful spiritual philosophy. She
said you need to find a belief system that works for you; any will do, but be sure to avoid people
who talk about sin and guilt. Her final recommendation was to find the light in yourself.
Unfortunately, that is the best human wisdom can do.

True Wisdom Begins with God

God defines wisdom this way: "Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from
evil is understanding" (Job 28:28). That verse describes saving faith. And both fearing God and
departing from evil take place initially at conversion. So you begin to be wise when you fear God
by trusting in Him and repenting of your sins. As long as you have only human wisdom—or, to put
it in James' words, "earthly, natural, demonic" (James 3:15)—you cannot know God or true
wisdom. Without that critical first step, there is no relationship to the Giver of all wisdom and
understanding.

On the other hand, if you have submitted to the gospel in repentance, you know the "only wise
God" (Romans 16:27) as your Father. His book of wisdom is open to you as a Christian. The

indwelling Spirit of wisdom illuminates to you the wisdom of His Word so you truly can be wise.

Why then do we still have a sinful tendency to look first to man's wisdom and virtually ignore the
sufficiency of God's wisdom found in the Bible? | think if we truly understand the stark contrast—
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the absolute opposition of one to the other—we will leave behind the elementary understanding
of the world and embrace the riches of divine wisdom.

Human vs. Divine Wisdom

Today your thinking is attacked by worldly philosophies and methodologies in an attempt to divert
you from the Word of God, which is the only source that can satisfy the deep needs of the human
heart. It's not a new attack; the Corinthian believers had the same problem. They were strongly
influenced by the prevailing ideas of their day. When they became Christians and were awakened
to the revelation of God, they were exposed to an obvious conflict.

Paul, describing that conflict, said, "The word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world?" (1 Corinthians 1:18-20). While the first-century philosophers viewed the wisdom of God
as foolishness, in truth, God exposed their so-called "wisdom" as foolish. That opposition makes
the wisdom of the world and the wisdom of God incompatible. They are mutually exclusive.

God has given man the ability to study, analyze, categorize, and develop the physical resources of
this earth to benefit physical life. But that's where his wisdom ends. Because of sin, his mind is
totally unable to discern the spiritual dimension. He has no power to change his own heart, no
understanding to solve his spiritual dilemma, and no resources to satisfy his soul because he is
spiritually dead.

The wisdom of men makes no contribution in the spiritual dimension, and it doesn't need to make
a contribution. God's wisdom is rich and infinite. It needs no supplement.

True Wisdom Is Divinely Revealed

First Corinthians 2:7 says, "We speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God
predestined before the ages to our glory." The Greek word translated "mystery"” doesn't refer to
something strange or puzzling; it's a technical term for the kind of truth man has not previously
known but is now revealed. The truth that God saves sinners through the substitutionary sacrifice
of His Son is now plain for all to see.

However, no one can come to that truth by himself because of sin. "A natural man [an
unconverted person] does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised"” (1 Corinthians 2:14).
Divine wisdom can't be empirically deduced by analyzing data and physical evidence (verse 9). It
comes only as a gift God gives when His Spirit reveals His Word to individuals.

First Corinthians 2:10 says, "To us God revealed [His truths] through the Spirit; for the Spirit

searches all things, even the depths of God." The Holy Spirit—the divine Author of Scripture—
searches the deep recesses of God's Person and knows the mind of God perfectly. Therefore, He
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is able to reveal God and God's will completely. The Bible contains all the wisdom man needs for
solving all the spiritual struggles, problems, and issues of life.

Those deep things of God, Paul says, "we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but
in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words" (1 Corinthians
2:13). You have a resident Truth Teacher to enlighten you about essential spiritual truths. The
Holy Spirit takes God's Word—the Word He has revealed and inspired—and illuminates it for
those in whom He dwells. You can rightly appraise the Word, but only when you rely on the Giver
of the Word.

Paul concluded, "We have the mind of Christ" (1 Corinthians. 2:16). You can understand if you are
diligent and obedient to study and submit to it. Because it is revealed, its authenticity is
guaranteed. Because it is inspired, its accuracy is guaranteed. And because it is illumined, its
applicability is guaranteed.

Don't turn to human wisdom to solve spiritual problems. If the world had anything to offer, the
best of its citizens would not have crucified the Lord (1 Corinthians 2:8). As a true believer, anchor

all your confidence in the Word of God, the only source of true wisdom.

By John MacArthur

Let’s pray.

Father, we thank You for the great confidence that You have given us this wisdom—not because
of our intellectual capability, but because by grace You have drawn us to the Savior. We thank You
for the true wisdom.

And, Lord, we would pray this morning for anyone who may have some earthly wisdom but not
the true wisdom; who may have the thought that they have arrived at a certain level of
understanding and comprehension, but they lie against the truth, for they truly know nothing, for
the best that they can know is earthly, sensual, and demonic. It is nothing but a part of the world
order ruled by Satan and cannot elevate them beyond it. O Lord, may they know Your wisdom,
the true wisdom, the spiritual wisdom that You give to those who come into a right relationship
to You through Jesus Christ, who reverentially fear You, who worship You as an awesome God,
and who are committed to obey.

Father, we pray that no one would turn their back on the true wisdom for the false, that those of
us who have that true wisdom would pursue it in every dimension of our life so that in shaping
us it makes manifest the very life of Christ, that others may see and believe. We pray in His dear
name. Amen.

By John MacArthur
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How to Use This eBook:

Simply read one message each morning. (For a further understanding of the message content
and context, click on the provided web link at the end of each message.)

Starting each morning in this way is how you “walk and talk with God in the cool of the day"
(Genesis 3:8), just like Adam and Eve did in the garden.

This process yields many benefits:

1. The early morning Bible study will be your spiritual breakfast (manna), which will nourish
your soul throughout the day.

2. The early morning Bible study will fill your Holy Spirit's sails and propel your spiritual ship
in the right direction throughout the day.

3. The early morning Bible study is the method that God uses to speak to you personally as
the Word comes down through the Bible study.

4. Since prayer is the method that man uses to communicate with God by sending up his
thoughts and concerns, the early morning Bible study sermon will put you in prayer mode
throughout the entire day.

5. The early morning Bible study will produce many questions but will also provide all the
answers. "Ask, and it will be given to you, seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will
be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7.

6. The early morning Bible study is a demonstration of honoring and worshiping God.

7. Each Bible study guarantees your transformation into a more spiritually mature Christian
through the renewal of your mind. Romans 12:2.

8. By following this process each morning, you will not only hear God speak directly to your
heart through these messages, but you will soon become a mature, cast-iron soldier, saint,
servant, and son or daughter of the Most High God.

Additional Notes:

1. Itis recommended to share one message each day with your family, perhaps during
mealtime.

2. To maximize concentration while listening to the audio files, it is helpful to read along
with the audio transcript.

3. Itis also beneficial to cut and paste transcript texts that are important to you while
listening and then re-read those texts in the evening.

4. Please share this eBook with others; however, altering this content in any way is not
permitted.
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Day 601
The Delusion of Mysticism

Righteousness is gained only through the work of Christ and given only to those who depend
solely on that work. Christ is all you need. However, not only were there rationalists who said,
“You need Christ plus human wisdom,” but there were those who said, “You need Christ plus
legalism.” They were the Judaizers, the ones holding onto their Judaism, who wanted to impose
all that external stuff on Christians, which was but a shadow and not the substance. And there
were also those mystics, and they’re still around, who come along and tell you, “Somehow you’re
falling short of the best that God can give you; you’re getting cheated out of your ultimate prize
because you’re not living on a higher, mystical, intuitive, spiritual plane. You need Christ plus so
much more.” Many people have accused me of being devoid of the Holy Spirit because | have
never spoken in tongues. This accusation stems from my failure to recognize that some believe
the Spirit is performing a miracle ministry in this age, and if | don't acknowledge this, they believe
I’'m guenching the Spirit of God. They claim that | somehow oppose the Spirit of God, depriving
Him of His influence and power in my life. They say that | need to be open to deeper and higher
experiences, to more intuitive spiritual realities. I've had strange conversations with people who
claim that Jesus communicates with them, and they ask me if I've ever experienced such intimate
conversations. They shake their heads at the poor, deprived guy that | am, because I've never
had these kinds of experiences. There are people who talk about conversations they have with
angels, conversations they have with the Lord, and things the Lord says to them. And when
someone asks me if I've ever had any such conversations, | respond, "No, but God speaks to me
constantly; He speaks to me every single day. In fact, He speaks to me every single time | open the
Bible and read one word. And He speaks crystal clear, and | know exactly what He is saying. He
speaks to me every time | recite a verse in my mind or out loud. He speaks to me every time | think
of a biblical thought and a biblical truth.” But somehow, I'm being cheated, and something
profound is missing because | haven’t had a mystical experience. Paul deals with that in
Colossians 2:18. “Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize.” There will always be people who
insist that you need more than Christ. You require human wisdom, legalism, or a higher, mystical,
intuitive, spiritual level to truly experience God. However, Scripture is all you really need, because
Christ is everything. Repent and believe! GTY.org (80-329) —Jesus Plus Nothing Equals Everything
- TOC

Day 602

When is Salvation Impossible?

Christ's bodily resurrection is a fundamental doctrine because salvation depends on it. What does
Scripture say about salvation? “If you believe in your heart that God” — what? — “raised Him from

the dead, you’ll be saved.” If you don't believe in the resurrection, salvation is impossible. The
Bible says that justification is by faith; that's also a fundamental doctrine. God doesn't justify the
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godly; he justifies the ungodly. That is a shocking statement to those in legalistic religions who try
to earn their way to heaven. How can God justify the ungodly? This is achieved by attributing to
them a righteousness that is not their own. In other words, those who seek acceptance before
God based on their own righteousness or works will fail. God can only save those who trust in
Him for the imputed righteousness He grants through Christ. This is precisely the very opposite
of the doctrine of salvation in the Roman Catholic system. It is at the heart of what is fundamental.
Therefore, what is fundamental is clearly biblical and pertains to salvation, which aligns with the
core principles of truth: The concept of a triune God encompasses an incarnate God-man who
serves as the Savior, leads a sinless life, and thus serves as the ideal substitute. He undergoes a
substitutionary sacrificial death, rises from the grave, ascends to heaven, and receives the right
hand of the Father as a reward for accomplishing salvation. This accomplishment brings God
complete satisfaction, and He eagerly awaits His return to establish His kingdom. You have to
understand justification. Romans 10 says about the Jews, “They do not know about God’s
righteousness, so they seek to establish their own.” Anyone who attempts to reach heaven
through their own merit, through a religious system, or through good works and morality will
ultimately end up in hell. That was the Reformation battle. Martin Luther discovered that the just
shall live by what? By faith. And the entire Catholic system began to crumble. According to
Romans 10:4, what the Jews didn’t know was that Christ was the end of the law for righteousness
for everyone who believes. Christ comes along, the law is set aside, and Christ becomes the end
of trying to reach God through the law for all who believe. Scripture clearly reveals all these
biblical doctrines related to salvation, forming the fundamentals that require belief. Does this
relate to your life? It does, because you can’t even enter into eternal life, into the life of God,
unless you believe these things. And then, as you walk in these doctrines, as you grow in the
knowledge of these doctrines, and as you learn more and more about these things, the expansive
exposure to the truth of these doctrines throughout your Christian life is what the Spirit of God
uses to sanctify you. Repent and believe! GTY.org (TMU272) — Delivered by Doctrine — TOC

Day 603
Defilement of the Mind

Sins of the mind are dangerous. For instance, a man who refrains from fornication due to fear of
detection may persuade himself that it's acceptable to indulge in his own fantasies, believing that
no one will ever uncover such a personal transgression. The fact of the matter is that the sin he
deliberately entertains in his mind may be a thousand times more evil than anything he would
ever think of doing before others. Scripture says his guilt is the same before God, as if he had
acted it out. That’s why his conscience is so demanding, so relentless. You see, to indulge in sins
of thought, to indulge in those kinds of things is to molest your conscience directly. This leads to
an ongoing sense of guilt and a loss of joy. Those whose thoughts are impure cannot have pure
consciences. Evil thoughts inherently carry guilt. When the thoughts are defiled, the conscience
immediately is defiled, and the conscience screams. To the pure, said Paul to Titus in chapter 1
verse 15, “All things are pure, but to those who are defiled, nothing is pure, but both their mind
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and their conscience are defiled.” Defilement of the mind leads to defilement of the conscience.
Nothing damages the conscience more than the habit of indulging in evil thoughts. Regrettably,
once initiated, the practice quickly becomes effortless. It's worth noting that this sin doesn't
require any opportunity to commit. It doesn't require any particular person, object, or location.
Sins of the mind can happen anytime, anywhere, under any circumstance, and that is why when
you begin to cultivate sins of the mind, you are putting yourself in an absolutely terrorizing
situation because you can’t escape it. There are some sins you can flee, but not the sins of the
mind. So, it’s destructive beyond anything else. You think that it’s okay because it’s not on the
outside, and everybody believes all is well. And the truth of the matter is it is worse on the inside
because it’s undetected by others and therefore breeding habitual iniquity by engaging the mind,
the emotions, the desire, the memory, and the imagination. Those are thought sins. Your soul will
be drawn towards sinful habits that tend to follow a certain pattern. Sow a thought, reap an act;
sow an action, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a destiny. It’s a
tragic thing. That's why it's crucial to consistently hear the Word of God and remain sensitive to
sin. Repent and believe! GTY.org (80-129) — Keeping a Pure Mind — TOC

Day 604
Putting an End to God

In 1980 there was a new book out called The Changing of the Gods. Naomi Goldenberg's subtitle
is Feminism and the End of Traditional Religion. Listen to what it says: “The feminist revolution
will not leave religion untouched. Eventually, all religious hierarchies will be filled with women. |
imagine women functioning as rabbis, priests, and ministers. | picture women wearing clerical
garb and performing clerical duties. And suddenly, | saw a problem. How could women represent
a male God? Everything | knew about Judaism and Christianity involved accepting God as the
ultimate male authority figure. Congregations would have to stop seeing God as male. And what
could these women priests, ministers, and rabbis read to their communities? They certainly could
not use the Bible. A society that accepted large numbers of women as religious leaders would be
too different from the biblical world to find the Bible relevant, let alone look to it for inspiration.
God is going to change. We women are going to put an end to God. As we assume leadership
roles in fields such as government, medicine, law, business, the arts, and finally religion, we will
ultimately bring an end to God. We will change the world so much that He won’t fit in anymore. |
found this line of thought most satisfying. | had no great connection to God anyway. He never
seemed to be relevant. Reflection on His cultural demise left me with no sense of loss, yet there
was a maghnificence attached to the idea of watching Him go. I felt part of a movement that would
challenge religions that had been enforced for millennia. What will happen to God in His last
years? The end of God and the transformation of religion were of major significance to human
life, so I returned to graduate school to study the end of God. The feminist movement in Western
culture is engaged in the slow execution of Christ and God. All of the roles that men and women
have been taught to consider as God-given will be reevaluated. All feminists are making the world
less and less like the one described in the Bible and are thus helping to lessen the influence of
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Christ and God on humanity. Jesus Christ cannot symbolize the liberation of women. In order to
develop a theology of women’s liberation, feminists have to leave Christ and the Bible behind
them. We have to stop denying the sexism that lies at the root of Jewish and Christian religion. It
is likely that as we watch Christ and God tumble to the ground, we will completely outgrow the
need for an external God. Then she asserts, "We must recognize the inner goddess as our psychic
force. In this new era of changes for our gods, Christ and God will no longer behave as egotistical,
spoiled children in our psyches.” The End. Where did this all originate? In the garden of Eden. It's
called the Curse of Eve. And the feminist movement is very much connected with homosexuality
and its origins. Now, 44 years later, in 2024, take a look at our society and ask yourself: Have they
been successful? Today we have a transgender movement, drag queen shows for children, men
in women's restrooms, and men participating in women's sports, just to name a few
abominations. These actions all aim to dismantle the roles that God has bestowed upon us, as
well as God Himself. Repent and believe! GTY.org (2255) — Empty Words — TOC

Day 605
The Purpose of God’s Law

The Bible is a very condemning book. The 5th chapter of Romans states that everyone died in
Adam. We all inherited the sin nature from Adam. The revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven
with His mighty angels in flaming fire, bringing retribution to those who do not know God and
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus, paints a frightening picture of the final future judgment that
will fall on all sinners in Second Thessalonians chapter 1. They will pay the penalty of eternal
destruction away from the Lord and from the glory of His power. There are two aspects of eternal
hell. One is sense—that is, real pain. The other is absence—the absence of God. That’s real hell.
You may argue, "Well, didn't God send His law so we would have standards to live up to? And if
you live up to those standards, we’re going to be okay; we’re going to get to heaven.” That’s the
misunderstanding that is most popular in the world and equally a damning misunderstanding
because, as holy as the law is, it’s perfectly holy because it’s simply a reflection of God; it’s the
ethics of God’s nature codified, written out, and spelled out. The law, however, can’t make us
holy. The law can't deal with our sin, and it can't give us a way to escape condemnation. All the
law can do is silence you when you assert any claim to goodness. All the law does is provide you
with knowledge of sin. That’s all that God’s law does—show you sin. It’s not the path to overcome
sin. It’s not the path to escape the condemnation that your sin produces. It cannot do that. It
cannot alter your condition; it only reveals it. It cannot alter your condemnation; it can only
enforce it. In fact, the law makes things worse because it expands the violations. Therefore, the
law cannot reconcile anyone with God. Rather, the law increases our guilt and expands our sin.
So there is condemnation, and only condemnation, for those who are subject to the law. This is
because the law cannot save, nor can it remove the condemnation inherent in the written law. In
other words, the law can't operate on human beings to any saving end. Condemnation focuses
on the punishment that follows the sentencing, rather than just the judgment itself. This is a word
that goes beyond sentencing to actual punishment. What is said here is this: There is no
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punishment for those who are in Christ Jesus. In spite of all the violations, the breaking of God’s
law, and being in a condition where condemnation would be just, righteous, holy, correct, and
deserved, in spite of our corruption and our belonging to the kingdom of darkness and Satan
himself, we can be in a condition of salvation where there is no condemnation. There is absolutely,
unequivocally no condemnation. That is the good news. That’s the gospel. As sinful as you are,
there is the possibility of coming into a condition in which there is no condemnation, not any at
all. Repent and believe! GTY.org (90-416) — Giving Thanks to the Spirit — TOC

Day 606
How Bizarre is That?

People in their identity sin groups, such as LGBTQ, are fortified, right? They’re resistant. According
to Scripture, their fortress becomes their prison, and their prison becomes their tomb. So what is
our responsibility? We have to destroy all ideologies that are against the knowledge of God, any
idea, any religion, any philosophy, any theory, or any viewpoint that attacks divine truth. As
believers, we are waging a war against the lies that imprison people. What’s our goal? 2
Corinthians 10:5 says: "Take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.” So let me ask you
a question: How do you destroy a fortification of lies? There’s only one weapon. What is it? Truth.
It’s all we have. And the more clearly you articulate that truth, the more it affects the fortification.
Of course, you’ll offend them, just as you would offend someone in a burning house if you
grabbed them and yanked them out the front door before it collapsed on them. That is precisely
what Jude 1:23 says: "Snatch them out of the burning." This is the spiritual war we’re engaged in.
It's a war against lies. So let me make it really simple. The premium is on how well you know the
truth and how bold you are to proclaim it. In a sinful society, there is an essential connection
between sin and lies, and as long as people can sustain their lies, they can maintain some self-
justification for their sins. For those who die in the fortress of their own lies, there are eternally
damning consequences. God is warning cultures and God is warning our nation. Go to Romans 1.
What else can God say? “Do you not see My judgment? In other words, “You have had a sexual
revolution. That means I’'ve taken My hands off of you. In some ways, I'm no longer restraining
you, I'm letting you go the way your sins are taking you, without any restraint. You've experienced
a sexual revolution that has become so deeply ingrained that people mistake it for normalcy. Then
came the homosexual revolution, encompassing lesbianism and male homosexuality. And then
there was the insanity revolution, leading people to believe things that are obviously and clearly
not true. Look at what’s happening to your society. If you keep going down this road, this wrath
of abandonment will ultimately become eternal wrath.” It’s almost as if we’re standing at the
gates of hell warning people, “You can’t keep going that way.” God has warned our entire culture.
Therefore, the 2020 presidential election coming up next year is really a referendum on divine
wrath because the Democrat platform aims to protect immorality, homosexuality, and insanity—
all the things that bring wrath. Wow! How bizarre is that? Repent and believe! GTY.org (TM19-1)
— Telling the Truth in a Post-Truth World — TOC
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Day 607
Principles of Wisdom

Being wise entails fearing God, guarding your mind, carefully selecting your companions,
controlling your body, and watching your words. Proverbs 4:24 says: “Put away from you a
deceitful mouth.” Tell the truth. When you speak, let it be the truth. “And put devious lips far from
you.” Proverbs 5:2: “Your lips may reserve knowledge.” Let them speak truth; let them speak
knowledge. Proverbs 6:12: “A worthless person and a wicked man is the one who walks with a
false mouth.” Proverbs 10:11: “The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of
the wicked conceals violence.” There are numerous comments concerning the mouth. Let's
summarize what Proverbs says about this: The lips of the righteous speak wisely. They endure
forever. They are a fountain of life, a tree of life. They're like silver. They’re satisfying. They feed
others. They bring healing. They bring deliverance. They are patient, kind, wise, truthful, honest,
pure, soft, gentle, slow to anger, and are mouthpieces for the Lord Himself. So, watch your words.
On the other hand, the words of fools are crooked, foolish, violent, hateful, and full of malice. Too
many words bring strife, ruin, slander, belittlement, gossip, and disgrace. They’re like a scorching
fire producing mischief and perversity. Another principle of wisdom: work hard. Proverbs 6:6 says,
“Go to the ant, O sluggard.” You know what a sluggard is? We call him a flake today—a goof-off,
lazy person. “Go to the ant, O sluggard; observe her ways and be wise.” People come to college
and say, “l want to make it in life. | want to have a career. | want to earn money.” If you work hard,
you will earn money; it's just that simple. If you don’t, you won’t. If you just want to lie around
and loaf and float, your poverty will come in like a vagabond. Do you know what a sluggard or a
lazy manis? He's a man with too many excuses, too many refusals, and too many postponements.
Do you want to be poor? Then don’t work hard. According to Proverbs 10:4-5, “Poor is he who
works with a negligent hand. But the hand of the diligent makes rich.” There is a promise straight
from God's Word. It all comes down to whether or not you are willing to pay the price for effort.
There’s no magic. In this world, hard work is the most rewarding thing in life. According to
Proverbs, the lazy man will suffer hunger, poverty, and failure because he’s sleeping through the
harvest. He desires things, yet refuses to put in the necessary effort to fulfill them. He loves sleep;
he’s glued to his bed. Do you want to know the first principle of success? Get up, that’s it. Second,
get up early; third, get dressed; and fourth, get out of the house. Proverbs says that a man who
pursues his work earns a good living, has plenty of food, is rewarded for his effort, and earns the
right to have respect even before kings. Now that's a wise man. Repent and believe!

GTY.org (TMU135) = Pursuing Divine Wisdom — TOC

Day 608
We Can All Preach

Matthew 8:17 states, "This fulfilled the words of Isaiah the prophet.” What did Isaiah the prophet
say? Isaiah 53:4: “He Himself took our infirmities and carried away our diseases.” The prophet
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said that the Messiah would have the power to bring our diseases and infirmities to an end. Will
Jesus heal all our diseases? Yes, in the future. However, He demonstrated His ability to do so
during His time here on earth. By the way, Matthew 9:34 says, “He cast out many demons.” Forget
the healing gift; | would like to cast out demons. If | have a choice, | would love to do that. Could
you imagine? | would approach every false cult and every false teacher, telling them, "Come out
of him," as they are all demonic and, according to 1 Timothy 4, are basically instruments of the
doctrines of demons. The Old Testament says that all the gods of the nations are demons. Look, |
don’t spend a lot of time rebuking the cults because | think there are greater opportunities, but
in Mark 1:34, it says of Jesus, “He was not permitting the demons to speak because they knew
who He was.” Jesus doesn’t want any affirmation from demons. Why? Because the most
dangerous form of religion is the one that affirms Christ and teaches lies. So if | had the power to
cast out demons—and some people think they do—I wouldn’t be going over to somebody and
trying to get rid of the demon of post-nasal drip or the demon of heartburn. I'd be going to the
headquarters of every false system, every false representation of Jesus Christ, and I'd be saying,
“Out. All of you.” But because | lack that authority, | must dedicate my life to combating them in
a different way. This involves writing books, preaching sermons, and attacking those who falsely
represent Jesus Christ. | haven't dedicated a significant amount of time to Buddhism and Islam,
primarily because these religions do not use the name of Jesus Christ. But when they take on the
name of Jesus Christ and totally misrepresent Him, that’s beyond my tolerance, and | want to
silence them. If | had the power to cast out demons, | could even fix the History Channel and the
National Geographic Channel by casting out all the demons of evolution. If you turn on the History
Channel and you hear anything about Jesus Christ, the gospels, the Bible, or God, you can be sure
it’s a pack of lies. Jesus doesn't want to be promoted by people who say nice things about Him
and then lure people into the kingdom of darkness. Listen, Jesus was a preacher, folks. That’s why
He came to preach. The miracles only verified the authority and truthfulness of His message, but
there was no salvation in the miracles; the salvation was in believing the preaching. None of us
can heal or cast out demons, but we can all preach. Repent and believe! GTY.org (41-6) — Kingdom
Power —TOC

Day 609
The Christan Exchange

When you become a Christian, you exchange lying for speaking the truth and unrighteous fury for
holy wrath. Anger is a retaliating spirit. Now, the only time anger is justified is when you defend
God's holiness, as God has certain rights due to His divine nature. Ephesians 4:27 says that if you
let yourself get angry, you will give place to the devil. So a person who never seems to have
anything but an angry mood, an angry spirit, a bitter resentful heart, and an ugly kind of envious,
jealous mood gives evidence that perhaps he’s not a Christian at all and is nothing more than one
who has provided the devil the opportunity to display himself. We should only become angry
when God receives dishonor. Furthermore, when you became a Christian, you also exchanged
stealing in favor of sharing. Stealing is a problem for everybody. Stealing is another aspect of
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human depravity. The old man steals. But the new man doesn’t. Ephesians 4:28 says, “Let him
that stole steal no more.” Stealing is taking anything that doesn’t belong to you. The Bible talks
about a lot of different kinds of stealing. For example, it discusses non-payment of debt, falsifying
expense accounts, cheating on taxes, and not paying fair wages to someone who has worked for
you. Jesus said, “You'd better render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.” There are numerous
ways to steal. And by the way, if you are a thief or someone who steals, | warn you from 1
Corinthians 6: "Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral; nor idolaters; nor adulterers; nor homosexuals; nor
thieves; nor the greedy; nor drunkards; nor slanderers; nor swindlers; will inherit the kingdom of
God.” Thieves do not inherit God's kingdom. However, verse 28 tells us the opposite: “Rather let
him labor.” The Bible has a great deal to say about work. Second Thessalonians 3:10 says, “If any
would not work, neither should he eat.” God condemns that. You’re to work. You’re to work a
good work. It should be unselfish, and the point is that when you’re all done with this, you're
doing it to give to those in need. In other words, work hard. But you’re to work in order to give,
not get. That’s the idea. The natural approach is to get more and hoard your stuff. However, the
New Testament principle emphasizes working harder and more diligently, doing good deeds, in
order to accumulate more, which in turn allows you to give more to those in need. That’s the
whole biblical ethic. Repent and believe! GTY.org (1930) — Principles of New Life — TOC

Day 610
The Trinity’s Involvement

In John 3:7, Jesus says, “You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again,” or
“you must be born from above.” The Spirit has to give you birth. How does that happen? Verse 8:
“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it and don’t know where it comes
from or where it’s going; so is everyone who’s born of the Spirit.” Therefore, you have no role in
that. You contribute nothing. How could you when you are unwilling, unable, and completely
deceived? And when somebody speaks the truth, you hate it. Therefore, the Holy Spirit is
responsible for performing this heavenly work. Listen to Jesus in John 6:44: “No one can come to
Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.” You’re not going to come to Jesus unless the
Father draws you and the Spirit gives you life. It requires the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit
and the will of the Father. And Jesus said in John 8:36, “So if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed.” Here we have the whole Trinity involved. And how does somebody get out of this
wretched condition? It’s the drawing of the Father. It’s the regenerating work of the Spirit. It’s
the freeing of the Son. So what does the sinner do? Well, he only has one option. He brings
nothing. He offers nothing. So all he can do is cry out to God in mercy to save him. But in order
to do that, the sinner must have come to the true recognition of who he is by the prompting of
the Holy Spirit, who has convicted him of sin, righteousness, and judgment, as John 16 says. He
must have come to the end of himself and all his self-confidence, so that he denies himself, and
he must cry out for salvation, which is a gift of grace. Unless and until God moves, nothing
changes. One final text is in 1 Corinthians 1:26: “Consider your calling, brethren.” This is your
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divine call to salvation. “There were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble.” When the Lord started calling people, obviously He didn’t choose the wise, the
mighty, or the noble. Verse 27 says: “God has chosen the foolish of the world to shame the wise;
God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base
things of the world and the despised God has chosen.” Did you notice that the phrase, "God has
chosen" appears three times? Why? Verse 29: “So that no one may boast.” Therefore, as a
believer, you have no contribution. You can’t boast of your wisdom, your virtue, or your
spirituality. You can only boast about God. What's the culmination? God draws whom He
chooses. The Spirit gives life. The Son sets free. And we’ve contributed nothing to it, so that we
forever give Him all the glory. The only thing the sinner can do is cry out, like the man in Luke 18:
“God, be merciful to me”—what?—“a sinner.” Repent and believe! GTY.org (81-132) — The Most
Hated Christian Doctrine — TOC

Day 611
The Present Darkness

It's widely recognized that the destruction of fathers leads to the destruction of society as a
whole. The repercussions are devastating. You would think that the culture would wake up and
understand the need for change. But instead of that, 65 percent of Americans recently surveyed
are fine with babies born outside marriage, which means you’ve got a fatherless home and a wife
with no husband. Sixty-five percent of people in America are fine with abortion. And you can
throw this in: 66 percent are fine with homosexuality. Homosexuality is the ultimate perversion
of manhood. It’s not only the ultimate perversion of manhood, but it also represents the end of
society. When | say the West has fallen, | mean particularly because the United States legalized
sodomy in 2003. In 2015, they legalized homosexual marriage. And here we are in 2022,
witnessing the ultimate degradation of homosexuality: drag queens in elementary schools
grooming children to be as perverted as a male could possibly be. The government is not only
demanding acceptance for these individuals but also prioritizing them. Where you have
homosexuality, you have the end of a culture. When homosexuality is legalized, as it has been in
this country, when it becomes normalized to allow for marriage, and when it receives praise and
elevation, you can be certain that the culture has fallen. So where are we? We are where we were
before the Light arrived; we’re back in Greece and Rome. Deviant homosexuality permeated the
Greek and Roman cultures. They had exclusive gymnasiums for men, where they engaged in
various activities while naked. It was marked by debauchery, homosexuality, cross-dressing—
every bizarre, unimaginable thing. There were catamites and pederasts; you can look them up. It
was the worst of the worst, and it brought about the end of the Roman Empire and the Greek
Empire. The fall was profoundly complete. We are now in the same place. This is nothing new.
That was paganism, pre-Christian paganism. And now we are living in post-Christian paganism.
So, how can we escape this situation without fathers? We can't. That's where we are, and Satan's
relentless attack on the fathers got us here. You might believe that the situation can't get any
worse than elementary school drag queens, but it can and will. It is perversity beyond
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comprehension, but it will get worse. So that’s the present darkness. But be warned, without
Christ, Satan will someday say to all those who partake and promote of his darkness: “Well done,
devoted and evil servant! Enter into the hell of your master, forever!” Repent and believe!
GTY.org (49-30) — From Darkness to Light — TOC

Day 612

Characteristics of Divine Peace

Divine peace is the only real peace. It’s a gift and always available. You can interrupt it, but you
can restore it at any time. Furthermore, it is not dependent on circumstances. Look at 2
Thessalonians 3:16: "Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every
circumstance."” This peace is not subject to external influence. It's unaffected by anything that
happens in the worldly realm. It's not built on any human relationship or circumstance. It's built
on an unchanging, divine relationship, a divine plan, and a divine promise from an unfailing God
who will secure you in Himself forever and do everything for your good. It’s an unbreakable,
unassailable, transcendent peace that is not like the world's peace. Jesus in John 14:27 says, "My
peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and
do not be afraid." He's saying, “There's nothing to fear; there's nothing to trouble you,; I'm giving
you a transcendent peace that is unaffected by any human circumstance.” Paul says | want you to
have that kind of peace. No matter what persecution, trouble, sin in the fellowship, false teaching,
or anticipation of Christ's return and impending judgment bring, | want you to experience an
internal quietness, calmness, and tranquility that is absolutely unassailable, and | want God to
grant you that so that in the midst of all the things in the world that are intended to tear you up
and trouble your life, you live in a perfect calm. Secondly, his prayer is for you to know God's
strength. Jesus said in Matthew 28:20, "Lo, | am with you always." When you receive the Holy
Spirit, you receive Christ and God; you receive the entire Trinity. He is saying, “I'll always be there,
and I'm with you for power.” That's the purpose. “When the Holy Spirit comes upon you,” Acts 1:8
says, “you will receive power and strength.” And we require His presence for power and strength,
as our own flesh lacks the necessary power; we rely on Him for our strength. We need His strength
in temptation, to face the devil and demons, to be faithful and not defect, and to serve. We need
strength for worship, perseverance, trials, and evangelism. You could sum it up by saying that we
need strength and power to achieve spiritual fullness. We need spiritual power to become like
God, to become like Christ. We need spiritual power to do everything. Philippians 4:13 sums it all
up: "l can do all things through Him who strengthens me." All of that strength is available in Christ.
It's all there. It can be interrupted, too. However, you can restore it if you trust the Lord, obey
Him, endure His reproof and refinement, do good, walk in the Spirit, love Him from the heart, live
by the Word, pray, and allow Christ to rule your life. Repent and believe! GTY.org (53-17) — Peace
in Every Circumstance — TOC
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Day 613
They Have Been Bewitched

Paul, of course, was concerned about the people in his congregation who hadn't yet come to
Christ. However, Paul was particularly concerned about the congregation's believers, who had
become confused about the message. They began to believe that they needed to earn their
salvation. And Paul says to them in Galatians 2:1: “O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you?”
And | would say today that most Christians in most churches are bewitched, and they’re
bewitched on this issue of the gospel. Therefore, Paul shifts his focus from the doctrine and
targets those who perpetuate this fatal error. He makes several statements. Number one, they
hinder the truth. False teachers arrive and begin to hinder, interrupt, and attack apostolic
authority; they target the gospel of grace and the singular uniqueness of faith. They hinder you
from obeying the truth. False teachers move you away from obedience to the truth of the gospel.
The frightening reality is that a majority of Protestants surveyed today believe salvation is based
on faith and works. That means the majority of Protestants are preaching a different gospel, and
whoever preaches it is—what?—cursed. Secondly, false teachers are not of God. Paul is saying,
“This isn’t coming to you from the God who effectually called you to salvation.” Indeed, individuals
who have been effectively called and saved may lose their understanding of the gospel they
believed in and were saved by. And many preachers, despite being true Christians who found
salvation through the true gospel, are now embracing false doctrines. Thirdly, he says that false
teachers contaminate the church. If individuals in the association of pastors, such as those from
the Roman Catholic Church, the Mormons, a liberal church, or an Episcopalian church, believe
that their good works will lead them to heaven, and you embrace them, you are bringing
contamination into the realm in which you accept them. False teachers contaminate. Fourthly,
the effectiveness of false teachers within the church is remarkable. Their greed drives them to
seek out unstable individuals and entice them with promises of freedom. They need to be
unmasked because they’re deadly dangerous. Finally, they persecute true teachers. False
teachers defend themselves by attempting to demonstrably undermine and discredit true
teachers; it's a game they must play. If we do not wake up to the corruption of the gospel, this is
going to get worse and worse. We've got to call it what it is. Condemnations for this error are not
for godless atheists or for immoral agnostics; they’re for so-called Christians who corrupt the
gospel. We are the protectors of the church. Christ has given us the shield of faith and the sword
of the Spirit to fight against the assault on the gospel. It’s impossible to forsake the pure gospel
and not have forsaken the God who called you. We cannot be content that someone who holds
to any work as a part of salvation is okay, because they’re not. They have been bewitched. Repent
and believe! GTY.org (SC18-3) — The Importance of Doctrinal Courage — TOC

Day 614

What-Who-How-Why?
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What is regeneration? It’s eternal life. According to James 1:18, “He birthed us.” It’s to be born of
God, to be born from above, to be given spiritual life, to be dragged, as it were, out of the grave
to be awakened from the dead. But who regenerates us? Is there something we can do to pull it
off on our own? No. Verse 18 also says, “In the exercise of His will, He birthed us.” The reason that
you have come to salvation is because God sovereignly turned on the light in you, dispelled your
darkness, gave you life for death, light for darkness, sight for blindness, and truth for ignorance.
Paul says in Colossians 1: “He rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son.” This is all a work of God. So, the “what” is new birth, new life, and
the “who” is God in the exercise of His own will. Then, how are we regenerated? “In the exercise
of His will, He birthed us"—here’s how— “by the Word of truth.” What’s that? The gospel. Romans
10:17 says: “Faith comes by hearing the message concerning Christ.” Romans 10 also says,
“Whoever calls will be saved. But how can they call on one they’ve not heard? How can they hear
without a preacher? How can they have a preacher unless somebody is sent?” Therefore, we go
and we preach because regeneration takes place by means of the Word of truth. Finally, why does
God regenerate us? James 1:18: “So that we would be a kind of firstfruits among His creatures.”
Why did God do this? The answer is this: He wanted a gospel harvest. He desired to pick a gospel
harvest from all of humanity, bringing it to heaven for His own joy and glory. Redeemed sinners
are the love gifts that God gives to His Son, which the Son then gives back to the Father in eternity.
This is a gospel harvest. Why is God giving life to the dead? He does this to gather together a
gospel harvest for His own possession—to love, adore, serve, and worship Him in eternal
fellowship with Him in heaven. That’s the doctrine of regeneration. You must be born again, or
you’re not going to be in the kingdom. What would my question be at this point? What can | do
to make that happen? Let me tell you what you can do. You can do what any sinner can do; you
can ask. You can ask God in His mercy and in His grace to give you life. And the mystery of
mysteries is that Jesus said, “Him that comes to Me, | will never turn away. Seek, and you shall
find. Ask, and it shall be given. Knock, and the door will be opened.” That’s the mystery of it all.
Repent and believe! GTY.org (43-12) — The Blueprint for Being Born Again — TOC

Day 615
Confronting Error with Truth

It's part of our responsibility to know the truth, and to know it well enough that when we see the
error for what it is, we expose it and confront it with the truth. Well, in Acts 17, Paul was waiting
for Silas and Timothy in Athens. But notice verse 16: “His spirit was being provoked within him as
he was observing the city full of idols.” There were statues of false gods everywhere. Now, a
bricklayer in Athens would see the bricks. A street cleaner observes the state of the streets. And
a preacher sees the spiritual condition. Paul saw religion, and His spirit was provoked and stirred
up. He could not bear for Christ to be so dishonored. In verse 17, the pain was so great that it
drove him into open public discourse. He came upon a group of Epicureans. They believed
everything happened by chance. They believed that death terminated existence without any
afterlife, accountability, or judgment. And so Epicureans lived it up because, hey, death is the end.
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He then ran into the Stoics. They believed in pantheism: everything was God, God was everything,
everybody was God, and everyone was the master of his own destiny. The people had created
many gods, including an unknown god. So Paul introduced them to the true God. Who is the true
God? Verse 24 says, “The God who made the world, and all things in it.” Paul says, “The Lord of
heaven, Lord of earth, doesn’t dwell in temples made with hands. He is transcendent. He is
knowable, because I’'m going to tell you about your unknown God. He is spirit. He is transcendent.
Since He Himself gives all people life, breath, and all things, He is the Creator and does not need
anything from human hands. He created every nation on earth from one man, determining their
appointed times and habitation boundaries. He is the author of human nationality and human
history. And while He is transcendent, he is also nearby. He's not far from each of us; for in Him
we live, move, and exist." He tells them that “you can’t worship a god that you’ve invented for
your own purposes. You’re not going to get away with that. Yes, God has overlooked the times of
ignorance, and final judgment has been temporarily withheld. However, God is declaring that all
people everywhere must repent. Repent of what? Repent of failure to worship the true God. And
He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has
appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” And then he tells
them about the resurrected Christ, which is the divine authentication of Jesus' identity. Look, false
gods, whether purposely identified or not, are still false gods. And when we see an error, it's our
responsibility to expose it and confront it with the truth, just as Paul did. Repent and believe!
GTY.org (TMU290) — Rejecting Heresy About God the Father — TOC

Day 616
Salvation Requires Security

The first element of salvation is faith, and the second is atonement. There's a third element in
salvation: it requires security. If God is going to save us, He has to keep us. Look at Genesis 3:22:
“Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and
now he might stretch out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever.’
Therefore, the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden.” Obviously, the whole plan to
rescue man is a grace operation. All of this comes from God's sovereign purpose. Here, grace
manifests itself in a unique way. It already appeared in a sovereignly designed covering, a
substitutionary atonement, a picture of the very Christ who would provide, and did actually
provide the atonement for Adam and all the people before the cross, as well as since. However,
what actually happened is that God said, "Man has become like one of us, in the sense of knowing
good and evil," not because God knows good and evil outside of Himself, but because man knows
evil within Himself. God knows evil, but he never experiences it. Man knows evil by experiencing
it. Man knows evil by feeling it, doing it, and thinking it. And now God is going to protect them
from the temptation that could destroy them. He knows what man will do. He'll get back into the
garden, find the tree of life, eat, and live forever. Since he's witnessed the brutal death of an
animal, he will yearn for life. So he’s in danger. He will find the tree of life, eat from it, and live
forever in that evil state. The temptation to overcome death by eating would be overwhelming,
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especially now that he had witnessed a gruesome death. Adam and Eve, by the way, deserved
death. They deserved an eternal, living death. They deserved to suffer in their wicked state
forever. That would have been a just punishment. Justice would leave them in the garden,
allowing them to go ahead and eat from the tree of life and live forever. You say, “Wouldn’t that
be good?” No, that’s hell—living forever in sin, living forever in corruption, living forever defiled.
That’s hell. There wasn’t going to be hell for Adam and Eve; they were believers for whom God
had made an atonement. But in their fallen state, they would go back and eat of the tree of life.
And if they ate, they would never, ever die, nor would they ever be anything but wretched.
“Therefore, the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden.” They never would have left
voluntarily. So, God “expelled” them. Why did He do that? To protect them from hell. Not only
does He provide atonement for them, but He also ensures their security. This illustrates the
believer's protection from hell. Psalm 97:10 says, “He preserves the souls of His saints.”
Atonement and security are both a result of God's grace. Repent and believe! GTY.org (81-26) —
A Foreshadowing of Redemption — TOC

Day 617

God Alone Gives Life

Some people say, “We have to change the gospel message because we’re not getting results. We
need a more effective message.” But if you truly understand the glory of the gospel, you will know
that the results depend on God. In the parable of the sower and the seed, what does it say about
the sower? Nothing, absolutely nothing. It doesn’t say whether he uses his left hand or right hand
to throw high, low, or curve balls. It didn’t say anything about the sower. What does it say about
the bag he carried the seed in? Nothing; it didn’t say anything about that. What does it say about
the method he used to throw it? Nothing, absolutely nothing. Why? Because it’s a parable about
soil. It doesn't say anything about the seed, except that it represents the truth, the gospel. It’s not
about your technique in throwing the seed. It's about the soil's condition. And | don’t do soil work.
That’s Holy Spirit work. That’s what makes ministry so thrilling. If you get all wrapped up in results,
you’re going to wind up preaching yourself and your technique and your style. You’re going to get
caught up in your wardrobe and your shtick and your music and your cultural adaptations. The
outcome is determined by God. That’s been the joy of ministry. I'm responsible for sowing. I'm
not in charge of growing. | can’t give life. God alone gives life. So we see that if you understand
the glory of the New Covenant like Paul did, it has all kinds of implications in your life. You will
never get over the superior glory of the New Covenant; you will always understand the privilege
of ministry as a mercy that you don’t deserve. You will commit yourself to a pure heart because
you don’t want to do anything that would render you less useful in the proclamation of this
glorious gospel. You will be responsible to accurately interpret the Scripture and never adulterate
it. And you do know that the results depend solely on God, who gets the glory through the gospel.
These are things that are so foundational. You see yourself as a clay pot, personally insignificant.
You embrace the benefits of suffering, which bring out divine strength in human weakness. You
understand that this is a gospel worthy of conviction, worthy of a life of integrity in which you
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believe it, and that’s exactly the way you proclaim it. I'm not looking for a reputation in this life.
I’'m not looking for success in this life. I’'m far more concerned about an eternal weight of glory,
about a faithfulness that will be rewarded in the future by a faithful God. | don't care about
momentary light afflictions, and | haven't experienced much in comparison to many others. I don't
focus on the visible, nor do | seek human explanations for my life. | want only divine explanations
for my life. Paul truly understood the glory of the gospel. And so should we. Repent and
believe! GTY.org (TM11-1) — The Glorious Gospel — TOC

Day 618
A Corrupted Conscience

Scripture is unmistakably clear about the problem of evil. All people are sinners, without
exception. We know they’re all sinners because everybody dies, and the wages of sin is death.
While not all are equally sinful, they share a common bent and will pursue their wickedness if you
allow it. Some will stop just short of the line. Force will be necessary to deal with those who cross
the line. However, keep in mind that as you relax the laws against evil, there will be an increase
in crime, particularly open and flagrant crimes. If you tolerate homosexuality, you’ll have a flood
of it. Humans are dangerous; they’re deadly dangerous, and the job of controlling them becomes
harder and harder. By the way, the rate of technological advancement also leads to an increase in
crime. Now we have a whole new kind of crime: cybercrime. Whatever you invent, man will
criminalize. This brings up a crucial point to consider. Since humanity is so deceitful, depraved,
degenerate, dangerous, destructive, and deadly, how did God ever expect us to survive? Are we
just a whole planet living out the Lord of the Flies? How did God expect us to get through this life
with any measure of meaning and joy, fulfillment, or value? How did God ever expect us to
mitigate these sinful passions so that we could civilize, socialize, and survive? Well, God put some
restraints into human life. They are essential to civilization's survival. When these are carefully
and strongly maintained, life is good and people enjoy their lives. When one assaults, corrupts,
diminishes, or destroys those restraints, life becomes extremely difficult. Now the first powerful
restraint that God has put into human life is the conscience. We know conscience exists because
so many people are full of guilt, anxiety, fear, dread, and pa