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PUZZLE 50 ~-COCKATRICE

The Cockatrice is remembered through a deadly gaze, a crooked hybrid
body, and the unease of something unnatural in familiar farm spaces.
English lore links the creature with feather, fang, serpent-tail, and
movement through barn shadow, roost, or yard. This crossing of domestic
setting and monstrous form gives the Cockatrice its lasting place in legend.

COCKATRICE
ENGLAND
HISSING
BROODNEST
FEATHERED
CRESTED
WINGBEAT
ROOSTBEAM
FANGMARK
DUSTYYARD
BARNSHADOW
YARDPATH
MOONSTARE
FARMDREAD
SERPENTTAIL
TALONS
STONEGAZE

- Farmyards and barns make the Cockatrice especially unsettling because the familiar
world of domestic animals is where the unnatural appears.

- Some traditions treat it as a literal hybrid monster, while others use it to express fear of
corruption, poison, or the wrong thing born in an ordinary place.

- Serpents, deformed hatchlings, and the eerie behavior of birds in dim enclosures may all
have helped shape the legend.

- The Cockatrice remains memorable because it makes everyday rural space feel suddenly
hostile.
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