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PUZZLE 8 - BALTIMORE CHECKERSPOT

In wet meadows and marsh edges, the Baltimore Checkerspot moves low
over damp ground on wings patterned with orange, black, and white
checks. Its host plant, turtlehead, ties it closely to moist habitats where
colonies can persist if the landscape remains suitable. The butterfly's bold
patterning and black-velvet background make it striking, but its survival
depends on fragile places that can disappear quickly.
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- Baltimore Checkerspots are butterflies closely tied to moist open habitats such as fens,

marshes, and wet meadows.
- Turtlehead is the best-known caterpillar host plant and often signals where this butterfly

can live.
- The velvety dark wing background makes the orange and white pattern appear

especially sharp in sunlight.
- How much habitat loss can a colony endure before a wet meadow can no longer support

it?
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