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Welcome to the December newsletter

Unforeseen circumstances in the editorial household mean that the December newsletter this year is much
abbreviated, but do not worry. Our readers will still receive a full record of YIG activities that happened in 
November. We will be sending out a supplementary bulletin, in early December, describing the many and 
varied events that were held during Interfaith Week, as well as some other meetings.  Meanwhile, this 
newsletter has just two purposes: to remind you about our forthcoming AGM, held on Tuesday 2nd 
December in the Auden Room in West Offices, to which all addressees are very cordially invited; and to 
announce our programme of events for 2026, so that you can start pencilling events into diaries.  

Rory Allen, Editor

Our December Meeting will be    LIVE

at City of York Council, West Offices, Station Rise, York YO1 6GA

Tuesday December 2  nd  , 7.00 - 8.30 pm  .

A.G.M



OUR PROGRAMME FOR 2026

Three main themes: connecting with ourselves, and our faith; engaging with our local communities; reaching out
beyond York.

Three approaches to the meetings: presentation OR speaker input (P), discussion (D), practical activity (A).

2026 Meeting topic Theme Approach Possible meeting 
lead/speaker

January Transitions and 
liminality: traditions 
associated with 
January

Local/Community P, A James Rance

Bessie

February Indigenous religions 
of Africa;  late 
celebration of world 
religion day (Sun, 18 
Jan 2026)  - talk on 
African religions – 
pre-Christian days 
and differences 
between North & 
South Africa

World P Roy Love

Sarah

March Touch – fabric and 
touch in faiths: Sufism

Local/Ourselves A, Panel Bessie (panel); Alicia

April Mental Health and 
Faith 

Ourselves D Mahmood to lead 
panel

May Dance and Movement
in faiths-body mind 
connection

Local/World A,P Rabbi to lead and 
others contribute; 
Alicia

June Planning meeting: 
devise themes and 
create sub-topics

July Sikh Temple visit Local A Avtar

Sarah

August Picnic TBC



September Religious faiths in 
Japan (world)

World P UoY and YSJ Japanese
Society

Alicia

October Language in faiths; 
diversity and silence 
and ritual; Part B

World/Ourselves P, D Alicia and panel

Bessie

November Chaplain's role in 
emergency services.  

Local P Emma Ward, 
Operational Training 
Administrator, 
Firefighters 

Lisa Armstrong

Andy Hardy 

Bessie

Sarah

December AGM and meeting on 
taste and food – food 
as part of culture and 
faith celebration 

Local /ourselves A, P Informal meeting

Alicia
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