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THE CALL OF GOD DEVOTIONAL

CHAPTER GLOSSARY

This glossary provides a comprehensive overview of all 30 devotional chapters, allowing you to
quickly identify topics of interest, preview the journey ahead, or select specific studies that address
your current season of life.

WEEK 1: UNDERSTANDING GOD'S CALL
Day 1: Hearing God's Voice

Key Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:8 (NASB)

Focus: Recognizing how God speaks and discerning His voice from other voices
Key Question: How can | better recognize God's voice in my daily life?
Application Challenge: Dedicated silence and listening prayer

Day 2: Called by Name

Key Scripture: John 10:3 (NASB)

Focus: The personal nature of God's call—He knows us intimately
Key Question: How does it affect me to know God calls me by name?
Application Challenge: Personalized Scripture meditation

Day 3: A Holy Calling

Key Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:7 (NASB)

Focus: God's primary call to sanctification and holiness

Key Question: What areas of my life have | kept separate from God's call to holiness?
Application Challenge: Identifying and addressing one area of compromise
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Day 4: Called According to His Purpose

Key Scripture: Romans 8:28-30 (NASB)

Focus: Understanding conformity to Christ as God's ultimate purpose

Key Question: How has God been using my circumstances to make me more like Jesus?
Application Challenge: Identifying and practicing a specific Christ-like attribute

Day 5: Not by Our Merit

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (NASB)

Focus: God's pattern of choosing the unlikely and unqualified

Key Question: How have my feelings of inadequacy hindered my response to God's call?
Application Challenge: Surrendering weaknesses to God's transforming purpose

Day 6: Called by Grace

Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:9 (NASB)

Focus: The grace-foundation of our calling rather than performance

Key Question: In what ways do | still operate as if God's call depends on my performance?
Application Challenge: Identifying and confronting performance-orientation

Day 7: A Kingdom of Priests

Key Scripture: 1 Peter 2:9 (NASB)

Focus: Our identity as representatives of God to the world

Key Question: How conscious am | of my priestly role in everyday situations?
Application Challenge: Identifying and engaging specific "mission fields"
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WEEK 2: RESPONDING TO GOD'S CALL
Day 8: Called as Ambassadors

Key Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NASB)

Focus: Representing Christ's interests in a foreign land

Key Question: How well am | representing Christ's values and message?
Application Challenge: Developing an "ambassadorial strategy”

Day 9: Many Called, Few Chosen

Key Scripture: Matthew 22:14 (NASB)

Focus: The distinction between hearing the call and faithfully responding

Key Question: Where might | be merely hearing God's invitation without demonstrating
obedience?

Application Challenge: Spiritual inventory using 2 Peter 1:5-11

Day 10: Unexpected Moments of Calling

Key Scripture: Judges 6:11-16 (NASB)

Focus: God's tendency to call us when we least expect it

Key Question: What routine activities occupy my time, and am | attentive to God during
them?

Application Challenge: Focused listening prayer with journaling

Day 11: From Lunch to Battle

Key Scripture: 1 Samuel 17:17-18, 45-47 (NASB)

Focus: How mundane assignments can lead to major opportunities

Key Question: What seemingly insignificant responsibilities might God be using to prepare
me?

Application Challenge: Approaching "small" tasks with renewed diligence
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Day 12: The Call to Leave

Key Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4 (NASB)

Focus: Leaving security behind to step out in faith

Key Question: What familiar securities might God be asking me to release?
Application Challenge: Identifying what God is asking you to leave behind

Day 13: Taking Up Our Cross

Key Scripture: Luke 9:23 (NASB)

Focus: Daily self-denial and embracing suffering for Christ

Key Question: What aspects of self are most difficult for me to deny?
Application Challenge: Implementing specific expressions of self-denial

Day 14: His Yoke Upon Us

Key Scripture: Matthew 11:28-30 (NASB)

Focus: Finding freedom through submission to Christ

Key Question: In what areas do | resist Christ's yoke, preferring to carry burdens my own way?
Application Challenge: Reframing daily burdens as shared with Christ

WEEK 3: THE PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION

Day 15: Called to Transformation

Key Scripture: Romans 12:1-2 (NASB)

Focus: The ongoing renewal of our minds and transformation of character

Key Question: What specific areas of my thinking don't align with God's truth?
Application Challenge: Scripture meditation targeting specific thought patterns
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Day 16: Ministry of Reconciliation

Key Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (NASB)

Focus: Participating in God's work of restoring broken relationships
Key Question: What broken relationships in my life need healing?
Application Challenge: Taking concrete steps toward reconciliation

Day 17: Called to Serve

Key Scripture: Mark 10:45 (NASB)

Focus: Following Christ's example of service rather than seeking position

Key Question: How has the desire for recognition influenced my approach to service?
Application Challenge: Serving in ways that are outside your comfort zone

Day 18: Loving Our Enemies

Key Scripture: Matthew 5:43-48 (NASB)

Focus: Extending radical love even to those who oppose us

Key Question: Who are the "enemies” in my life that | struggle to love?
Application Challenge: Specific prayer for and acts of kindness toward "enemies”

Day 19: Living by Grace

Key Scripture: Galatians 2:20-21 (NASB)

Focus: Grace as the operating system of our lives rather than law

Key Question: How would my life change if | fully believed nothing | do makes God love me
more or less?

Application Challenge: Identifying and addressing areas of performance-anxiety

Day 20: Walking by the Spirit

Key Scripture: Galatians 5:16-18, 25 (NASB)

Focus: Moment-by-moment dependence on the Spirit's guidance

Key Question: In what areas of life do | attempt to live in my own strength?
Application Challenge: Practicing "spiritual breathing" throughout the day
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Day 21: Counting the Cost

Key Scripture: Luke 14:25-33 (NASB)

Focus: Honestly assessing the sacrifices required in following Christ

Key Question: What comforts or securities am | most reluctant to surrender?
Application Challenge: Cost/benefit analysis of discipleship

WEEK 4: ENDURING AND FINISHING WELL
Day 22: Family Opposition

Key Scripture: Matthew 10:34-36 (NASB)

Focus: Preparing for resistance from those closest to us

Key Question: How has my commitment to Christ created tension in family relationships?
Application Challenge: Developing prayer strategies for challenging relationships

Day 23: Being Misunderstood

Key Scripture: Mark 3:20-21 (NASB)

Focus: Continuing faithfully despite others' misperceptions

Key Question: How has the fear of being misunderstood influenced my decisions?
Application Challenge: Identifying and studying biblical examples of misunderstood servants

Day 24: Persecution for Righteousness

Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:12 (NASB)

Focus: Expecting and responding to opposition for faith

Key Question: In what ways do | avoid potential persecution by concealing my faith?
Application Challenge: Stepping out in faith despite potential resistance
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Day 25: Dying to Self

Key Scripture: John 12:24-26 (NASB)

Focus: The paradox that fruitfulness requires death to self

Key Question: What aspects of self am | most reluctant to surrender?
Application Challenge: Writing a prayer of surrender for a specific area

Day 26: Mortifying the Flesh

Key Scripture: Romans 8:13 (NASB)

Focus: Actively opposing sinful patterns through the Spirit's power

Key Question: What specific "deeds of the body" persist in my life?

Application Challenge: Creating a concrete plan to address a persistent sin pattern

Day 27: He Must Increase

Key Scripture: John 3:30 (NASB)

Focus: Embracing obscurity so Christ receives attention

Key Question: In what ways do | seek to increase my visibility or recognition?

Application Challenge: Finding opportunities to deliberately decrease so Christ increases

Day 28: Your Unique Calling

Key Scripture: Ephesians 2:10 (NASB)

Focus: Discovering your personal calling based on God's design

Key Question: Where do | experience the greatest sense of purpose and fruitfulness?
Application Challenge: Creating a personal calling inventory

Day 29: Enduring to the End

Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:7-8 (NASB)

Focus: Faithfulness as a marathon rather than a sprint

Key Question: What challenges currently test my endurance in following Christ?
Application Challenge: Developing strategies against factors that threaten endurance
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Day 30: The Ultimate Call

Key Scripture: Revelation 22:17 (NASB)

Focus: All other callings point to communion with God

Key Question: How have | experienced the tension between tasks and relationship with God?
Application Challenge: Extended time of communion with God

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOURCES
Biblical Character Studies

Abraham: The Call to Leave Comfort (Genesis 12, 15, 22; Hebrews 11:8-19)
Moses: The Reluctant Leader (Exodus 3-4; Numbers 12; Hebrews 11:23-29)
David: From Shepherd to King (1 Samuel 16-17; 2 Samuel 7; Psalm 78:70-72)
Paul: From Persecutor to Apostle (Acts 9, 26; Philippians 3; 2 Corinthians 11-12)
Timothy: The Next Generation Leader (Acts 16; Philippians 2; 1 & 2 Timothy)

Spiritual Formation Resources

Extended Fasting Guide: Weekly 24-hour fasts with specific prayer focuses
Scripture Memorization System: The 7-7-7 Method with 12 key verses on calling

Personal Development Tools

Spiritual Gifts Assessment: Comprehensive inventory with application exercises
Shadow Side Awareness: Understanding potential pitfalls in your gifting

Practical Application Tools

Decision-Making Matrix: Framework for major life choices
Accountability Partner Guidelines: Structured approach to spiritual friendship
Long-term Call Mapping: Charting your journey from present to future
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THEMATIC STUDY PATHWAYS

For Those Seeking Direction

Day 1: Hearing God's Voice

Day 10: Unexpected Moments of Calling
Day 28: Your Unique Calling

Day 4: Called According to His Purpose
Practical Tool: Decision-Making Matrix

For Those Facing Opposition

Day 22: Family Opposition

Day 23: Being Misunderstood

Day 24: Persecution for Righteousness
Day 18: Loving Our Enemies

Biblical Character Study: Paul

For Those Struggling with Self-Worth

Day 2: Called by Name

Day 5: Not by OQur Merit

Day 6: Called by Grace

Day 19: Living by Grace

Spiritual Formation: Scripture Memorization (Grace passages)

For Those in Leadership

Day 7: A Kingdom of Priests

Day 8: Called as Ambassadors

Day 17: Called to Serve

Day 27: He Must Increase

Personal Development: Shadow Side Awareness
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For Those Needing Renewal

Day 14: His Yoke Upon Us

Day 15: Called to Transformation

Day 20: Walking by the Spirit

Day 30: The Ultimate Call

Spiritual Formation: Extended Fasting Guide

For Those Making Major Life Transitions

Day 12: The Call to Leave

Day 11: From Lunch to Battle

Day 21: Counting the Cost

Day 29: Enduring to the End
Biblical Character Study: Abraham

THE CALL OF GOD DEVOTIONAL
A 30-Day Journey of Understanding God's Calling on Your Life

STRUCTURE FOR EACH DAY:

 Key Scripture: Primary biblical passage in NASB

* Supporting Scriptures: Additional verses to provide broader context

* Morning Reflection: Brief devotional reading with theological insights

e Personal Examination: Questions for self-assessment and discovery
 Application Challenge: Practical action steps to implement the teaching
e Evening Prayer Focus: Guided prayer direction related to the day's theme
e Journal Prompt: Space to record personal revelations and responses
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Day 1: Hearing God's Voice

Key Scripture: 1 Samuel 3:8 (NASB) -"So the LORD called Samuel again for the third time.And he
got up and went to ELi and said, Here | am, for you called me. Then Eli realized that the LORD was
calling the boy." Supporting Scriptures: Psalm 95:7-8; John 8:47; Revelation 3:20 Theme:
Understanding how God speaks to us and recognizing His voice amidst the noise of the world.

Morning Reflection: Samuel initially mistook God's voice for Eli's because he "did not yet know the
LORD, nor had the word of the LORD yet been revealed to him" (1 Samuel 3:7). Many of us struggle
similarly—God is speaking, but we haven't learned to distinguish His voice from the cacophony of
other voices competing for our attention. Throughout Scripture, we see God communicating
through various means: His written Word, circumstances, wise counsel, the Holy Spirit's inner
promptings, and sometimes even supernatural encounters. Yet regardless of the method, His voice
always aligns with His character and revealed Word. Samuel needed Eli's guidance to recognize
God’s call. Likewise, we often need spiritual mentors who can help us discern God's voice and
respond appropriately: "Speak, LORD, for Your servant is listening.’

Personal Examination;

1. What voices currently compete with God's voice in your life (media, work pressures,
expectations of others, your own desires)?

2.When was the last time you clearly sensed God speaking to you? How did you know it was
Him?

3. What regular practices help you become more attuned to God's voice?

4. Who serves as your "ELi"—-helping you recognize and respond to God's voice?

Application Challenge: Set aside 15 minutes today in complete silence—no music, no phone, no
distractions. Read 1 Samuel 3 slowly and prayerfully. Then simply sit and listen, asking God to speak
to you. Have a journal ready to write down any impressions, thoughts, or Scripture passages that
come to mind. End by praying, "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening, and commit to continuing
this practice daily throughout this devotional journey.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Pray for increased sensitivity to God's voice. Confess any ways you've ignored
or rationalized away His promptings. Ask Him to clear away the noise that prevents you from
hearing Him clearly, and to give you the courage to respond when He calls.

Journal Prompt: Describe the primary ways you've experienced God's communication in your life.
Are there patterns to when and how you most clearly hear Him? What might God be saying to you
in this season that you've been reluctant to hear?
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Day 2: Called by Name

Key Scripture: John 10:3 (NASB) - "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and
he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out." Supporting Scriptures: Isaiah 43:1; Exodus
33:17; Luke 19:5 Theme: The personal nature of God's call—He knows us intimately and calls us
individually.

Morning Reflection: The ancient Near Eastern shepherd knew each sheep individually, often giving
them names based on their distinctive characteristics. Unlike modern ranchers who may manage
livestock by numbers, these shepherds developed personal relationships with their flocks. Jesus
uses this powerful metaphor to describe His relationship with us. He doesn't just broadcast a
general message hoping someone answers; He calls each of us by name—personally, specifically,
intimately. When Zacchaeus hid in a sycamore tree, Jesus looked up and addressed him directly.
When Saul persecuted Christians, Jesus confronted him with, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
Me?" God's call on your life isn't generic or mass-produced; it's tailored specifically to your identity,
gifts, experiences, and purpose. Your name is on His Lips.

Personal Examination;

1. How does it affect you emotionally to consider that God knows your name and calls you
personally?

2.What unique aspects of your personality, background, or gifting might God be incorporating
into His specific call on your life?

3. How might you be trying to respond to someone else’s call rather than the distinct call God
has for you?

4, In what ways have you experienced God's personal knowledge of you?
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Application Challenge: Find a quiet place and read Isaiah 43:1-7 slowly, inserting your own name
where appropriate: "[Your name], fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you
are mine." Then write a letter from God to yourself, expressing His personal knowledge of and call
on your life, based on Scripture. What would He say specifically to you?

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for knowing you intimately and calling you personally. Pray for
discernment to recognize the unique aspects of His call on your life, rather than comparing your
journey to others’ Ask Him to speak your name clearly so you can follow His specific direction.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on significant moments when you felt personally "seen” or "known" by God.
How did these experiences shape your understanding of His call on your life? What name do you
think God might call you by, based on how He sees you?
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Day 3: A Holy Calling

Key Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:7 (NASB) - "For God has not called us for impurity, but in
sanctification.” Supporting Scriptures: 1 Peter 1:15-16; Ephesians 1:4; Hebrews 12:14 Theme:
(alled to sanctification—understanding that God's call always leads us toward holiness.

Morning Reflection: Before God calls us to any specific vocation or ministry, He calls us to holiness.
The word "sanctification” (hagiasmos) refers to the process of being set apart for God's purposes
and transformed into Christlikeness. This call to holiness isn't a burdensome list of prohibitions but
an invitation to experience the freedom and joy of living according to our true design. When we
pursue holiness, we're not trying to earn God's favor; we're responding to the favor He's already
shown us through Christ. The motivation for holiness isn't fear but gratitude and love. God's call to
sanctification encompasses every area of life—our thought patterns, speech, relationships, work
ethic, entertainment choices, and private habits. Every specific calling exists within this broader call
to holiness, never separate from it.

Personal Examination:

1. What areas of your life have you kept separate from God's call to holiness?

2. How have you mistakenly viewed holiness as restrictive rather than freeing?

3. What specific habits or patterns in your life are hindering your growth in holiness?

4, How might your effectiveness in your specific calling be limited by neglecting this primary
call to sanctification?

Application Challenge: Identify one specific area of your life where compromise has crept in
(thought life, speech, entertainment, relationships, etc.). Create a concrete plan to establish new
patterns of holiness in this area, including accountability measures and Scripture to meditate on.
Begin implementing this plan today.

Evening Prayer Focus: Confess any areas where you've resisted God's call to holiness. Thank Him for
the grace that both forgives and transforms. Ask for His power to live a life set apart for His
purposes, and for a deeper understanding of how holiness leads to true freedom and joy.
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Journal Prompt: How has your understanding of holiness evolved throughout your spiritual journey?
What misconceptions have you had to overcome? Describe how embracing God’s call to
sanctification might affect your specific calling and purpose.
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Day 4: Called According to His Purpose

Key Scripture: Romans 8:28-30 (NASB) - 'And we know that God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom
He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son..." Supporting
Scriptures: Ephesians 1:11-12; 2 Timothy 1:9; Jeremiah 29:11 Theme: Understanding the purpose
behind God’s call—conformity to Christ's image.

Morning Reflection: Many Christians quote the first part of Romans 8:28—"God causes all things to
work together for good"-without continuing to verse 29, which defines that ‘good" as conformity to
Christ's image. God's ultimate purpose in calling us isn't our comfort, wealth, influence, or even our
happiness as we might define it. His purpose is to transform us into the likeness of His Son. This
perspective radically reframes how we understand both success and suffering in the Christian life.
Hardships aren't evidence that God has abandoned us; they're often the very tools He uses to shape
us into Christ's image. Similarly, God's blessings aren't meant merely for our enjoyment but to equip
us for His purposes. Every circumstance, relationship, opportunity, and challenge becomes
meaningful when viewed through this lens—God is using everything to fulfill His purpose of
making us more like Jesus.

Personal Examination:

1. How have you defined the ‘good" that God is working toward in your life? How does that
align with Romans 8:29?

2.In what specific ways do you see God currently shaping you to be more like Christ?

3. Which aspects of Christ’s character are most difficult for you to emulate?

4, How might your current circumstances—whether pleasant or difficult—be serving God's
purpose of conforming you to Christ's image?
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Application Challenge: Choose one attribute of Christ (Love, humility, obedience, courage,
compassion, etc.) that you particularly need to develop. Research passages that demonstrate this
quality in Jesus' life. Create a simple plan to intentionally practice this attribute today, noting
opportunities and outcomes in your journal.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for His sovereign work in all circumstances to fulfill His purpose
in your life. Surrender yourself afresh to the process of being conformed to Christ's image. Ask for
eyes to see how current challenges are opportunities for transformation rather than obstacles to
overcome.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on a difficult experience that God has used to make you more like Christ.
What qualities developed through that trial? How might your current struggles be serving a similar
purpose? What would it look like to cooperate more fully with God's transforming work?
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Day 5: Not by OQur Merit

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (NASB) - "For consider your calling, brothers and sisters, that
there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise... Supporting Scriptures: Deuteronomy
7:7-8; 1 Samuel 16:6-13; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 Theme: God often calls the unlikely, the
unprepared, and the unqualified to demonstrate His power.

Morning Reflection: Throughout Scripture, we see a consistent pattern: God delights in choosing
the unlikely candidate. He chose Jacob over Esau, David over his impressive brothers, and fishermen
over religious scholars. Paul reminds the Corinthian believers that most of them were unremarkable
by worldly standards—not particularly wise, powerful, or noble-born. This pattern isn't accidental
but purposeful, ensuring that no human can boast before God. When we recognize our inadequacy,
we're actually in the best position to be used powerfully by God. Our weaknesses create space for
His strength; our limitations showcase His limitless power. The qualifications for God's call have
never been our impressive résumé, natural talents, or spotless reputation. The primary qualification
is our willingness to depend wholly on Him rather than on ourselves. This truth is both humbling
and liberating.

Personal Examination:

1. How have feelings of inadequacy caused you to hesitate in responding to God's call?

2. In what ways have you tried to qualify yourself for God's service through your own efforts?
3.What personal weaknesses might God want to use as showcases for His power?

4. Where do you see evidence of pride or self-sufficiency in your approach to serving God?
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Application Challenge: Make a two-column list. In the first column, write down your perceived
inadequacies or weaknesses that you fear might disqualify you from effective service. In the second
column, write how each of these could actually become opportunities for God's power to be
displayed. Pray over this list, surrendering each weakness to God's transforming purpose.

Evening Prayer Focus: Confess any ways you've relied on your own strength, wisdom, or abilities
rather than on God. Thank Him for specifically choosing you, with all your limitations. Ask for grace
to embrace your weaknesses as opportunities for His power to be displayed rather than as
obstacles to overcome.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on a time when God worked powerfully through you despite (or perhaps
because of) your inadequacy. How did this experience shape your understanding of God's calling?
What might God be asking you to do now that seems beyond your abilities?
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Day 6: Called by Grace

Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:9 (NASB) - "Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ
Jesus from all eternity.” Supporting Scriptures: Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 11:29; Galatians 1:15
Theme: God's call is rooted in His grace, not our performance or achievements.

Morning Reflection: Paul reminds Timothy that both salvation and calling spring from the same
source: God's grace. Just as we cannot earn our salvation through good works, we cannot earn our
calling through impressive spiritual performances. God's call on our lives was established "from all
eternity’—before we had done anything good or bad, before we had succeeded or failed, before we
had proven faithful or unfaithful. This reality fundamentally changes how we approach ministry and
service. We're not auditioning for God's approval or working to maintain our standing. We're
responding to a call that's already secure, rooted in His character rather than our performance. This
doesn't mean our actions are irrelevant—we're still accountable for how we steward God’s call. But
it does mean that our identity and purpose aren't at the mercy of our fluctuating performance or
others’ opinions. God's grace is both the foundation and the ongoing fuel for our calling.

Personal Examination:

1. In what ways do you still operate as if God's call on your life depends on your performance?

2. How does fear of failure impact your willingness to step out in response to God's call?

3.When was the last time you experienced fresh grace to pursue your calling despite feeling
inadequate?

4. What would change in your approach to ministry if you truly believed your calling was
entirely anchored in God's grace?

Application Challenge: Make a list of ways you've tried to earn or deserve God's calling. Beside each
item, write a truth from Scripture about God's grace. Read these truths aloud as declarations of
faith. Then identify one area where performance-orientation has created anxiety in your service to
God. Practice approaching that area differently today, resting in grace rather than striving to prove
yourself.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for His grace that both initiates and sustains your calling. Confess
any ways you've slipped into performance-orientation or seeking to earn what can only be received
as a gift. Ask for a deeper experiential knowledge of grace that frees you to serve from security
rather than anxiety.

Journal Prompt: Describe how your view of God’s calling has been influenced by performance-
oriented thinking. How might embracing the grace-foundation of your calling change your
approach to ministry? What fears or pressures would be alleviated? What new freedoms might you
experience?
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Day 7: A Kingdom of Priests

Key Scripture: 1 Peter 2:9 (NASB) - "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light." Supporting Scriptures: Exodus 19:5-6; Revelation 1:5-
6; Romans 12:1 Theme: Called to represent God to the world and the world to God as a kingdom of
priests.

Morning Reflection: In the Old Testament, priests had a dual role: representing God to the people
and the people to God. They explained God's word, demonstrated godly living, and facilitated
worship. They also brought the people’s needs, confessions, and offerings before God. Peter declares
that through Christ, all believers now constitute a "royal priesthood.’ This isn't merely an honorary
title but a functional reality with profound implications. As priests, we have direct access to God's
presence and the privilege of bringing others' needs before Him in intercessory prayer. We also
represent God to a watching world through our words, actions, and attitudes. This priestly calling
transcends our specific vocations or ministries. Whether you're a pastor, plumber, professor, or
parent, you function as God's priest in that context. Every interaction becomes an opportunity for
priestly ministry—creating space for others to encounter God through you.

Personal Examination:

1. How conscious are you of your priestly role in everyday situations?

2. In what specific contexts has God positioned you to serve as His representative?

3. How effectively do you bring the needs of others before God in intercessory prayer?
4. What might prevent people from seeing God accurately through your representation?
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Application Challenge: Identify three specific "mission fields" where God has placed you (workplace,
neighborhood, family, gym, etc.). For each context, write down how you can more intentionally fulfill
your priestly role there. Choose one practical action for each setting that you'll implement this
week. Additionally, make a list of people to intercede for regularly as part of your priestly ministry.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for the privilege of serving as His priest in everyday contexts. Ask
for increased awareness of this calling throughout your day. Pray for those in your spheres of
influence who need to encounter God through your priestly ministry. Ask for grace to represent Him
accurately and compassionately.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on a time when someone functioned as God's priest in your life—
representing Him faithfully to you or bringing your needs before Him. What impact did this have?
How might you have a similar impact on others? What specific aspects of God's character do you
feel particularly called to represent?
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Day 8: Called as Ambassadors

Key Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NASB) - "Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
Supporting Scriptures: Ephesians 6:19-20; John 17:18; Acts 1:8 Theme: Representing Christ in a
foreign land—our role as God's ambassadors on earth.

Morning Reflection: An ambassador lives in a foreign country, representing the interests and
communicating the messages of their home government. They don't speak on their own authority
but convey the positions of the ruler who sent them. Similarly, as Christ's ambassadors, we
represent Heaven's interests in a world that operates by different values and priorities. We carry
diplomatic credentials—the authority of Christ—and deliver messages from our King, calling for
reconciliation with God. Like ambassadors stationed in foreign territories, we must understand both
the culture we're sent to and the kingdom we represent. We adapt our communication methods to
be culturally relevant without compromising our message. This ambassadorial calling reminds us
that while we engage with this world, we ultimately answer to another realm. Our primary
allegiance isn't to earthly powers but to the King who commissioned us.

Personal Examination:

1. How consciously do you represent Christ's interests rather than your own in daily
interactions?

2. In what ways might you be misrepresenting God's message to the world?

3. How well do you understand the culture around you while maintaining kingdom values?

4, What aspects of your ambassadorial role do you find most challenging?

Application Challenge: Imagine you're being sent as an actual diplomat to your workplace,
neighborhood, or school. Write a brief "ambassadorial strategy” detailing: (1) The key messages your
King wants delivered, (2) The cultural dynamics you need to navigate, (3) The specific people who
need to hear the message of reconciliation, and (4) The most effective approaches for each person
or group. Commit to implementing this strategy this week.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for entrusting you with the ministry of reconciliation. Ask for
wisdom to represent Christ accurately and effectively in your spheres of influence. Pray for
opportunities to deliver His message with both truth and grace. Ask for courage to maintain your
primary allegiance to His kingdom when pressured to conform to worldly values.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on times when you've experienced tension between your identity as Christ's
ambassador and the expectations of the culture around you. How did you navigate these
situations? Where might you need to more courageously represent Christ's interests rather than
conforming to cultural pressures?
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Day 9: Many Called, Few Chosen

Key Scripture: Matthew 22:14 (NASB) - "For many are called, but few are chosen.’ Supporting
Scriptures: Matthew 7:21-23; 2 Peter 1:10-11; Philippians 3:12-14 Theme: The distinction between
hearing the call and responding with faithful obedience.

Morning Reflection: Jesus' statement follows the parable of the wedding feast, where many who
were invited (called) made excuses, rejected the invitation, or came improperly dressed. This
illustrates an important distinction: While God's call goes out widely, only those who respond
appropriately—with genuine faith and obedience—are ultimately ‘chosen." This isn't suggesting a
limitation in God's desire to save, but rather highlighting human responsibility in responding to His
call. The invitation is universal, but the experience of being chosen is reserved for those who accept
on God's terms. In context, Jesus was addressing religious leaders who presumed upon their
heritage while rejecting God's Son. Similarly, we must examine whether we're merely hearers of the
call or faithful responders. Have we not only accepted the invitation but also "put on Christ" (the
wedding garment), allowing His character to clothe us?

Personal Examination;

1. How might you be presuming upon God’s call without demonstrating the obedience that
marks the chosen?

2.1n what areas are you hearing God’s invitation but making excuses or delaying your
response?

3.What evidence exists in your life that you've not only heard the call but embraced it
wholeheartedly?

4, How does this teaching challenge your understanding of salvation and discipleship?
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Application Challenge: Conduct a thorough spiritual inventory using 2 Peter 1:5-11 as your guide.
Peter instructs us to "make your calling and election sure” by developing these qualities. Rate
yourself honestly on each characteristic (faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness,
godliness, brotherly affection, love). Choose the lowest-rated quality and create a specific plan to
develop it this week through prayer, Scripture study, and practical application.

Evening Prayer Focus: Ask God to reveal any ways you might be presuming upon His call without
corresponding obedience. Confess any areas where you've made excuses or delayed your response
to His invitation. Thank Him for the grace that not only calls but enables your faithful response.
Pray for perseverance to "press on toward the goal’ (Philippians 3:14).

Journal Prompt: Reflect on Jesus' statement that "many are called, but few are chosen. How does
this challenge or comfort you? Describe areas where you've moved beyond merely hearing God's
call to embracing it with your whole life. Where might you still be holding back? What fears or
attachments prevent full surrender?
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Day 10: Unexpected Moments of Calling

Key Scripture: Judges 6:11-16 (NASB) - "Then the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak
that was in Ophrah... When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the LORD, he said, Alas, O Lord
GOD! For now | have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” Supporting Scriptures: Exodus 3:1-4;
Isaiah 6:1-8; Acts 9:1-6 Theme: God often calls us when we least expect it, like Gideon threshing
wheat in a winepress.

Morning Reflection: Gideon wasn't looking for a divine encounter when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him. He was simply trying to survive, threshing wheat in a winepress to hide from the
Midianites. In the midst of his ordinary, fearful day, God called him "mighty warrior." This pattern
repeats throughout Scripture—Moses tending sheep, Isaiah in temple service, Saul on the road to
Damascus. God's call often interrupts our routine when we least expect it, and frequently when we
feel least prepared. This unexpected timing reveals that the call is truly about God's initiative and
power, not our readiness or qualifications. When God addressed Gideon as "mighty warrior,’ He
wasn't describing Gideon's current state but declaring his future identity. God sees not just who we
are, but who we will become through His transforming work.

Personal Examination:

1. What routine activities occupy most of your time? Are you attentive to God's voice during
these times?

2.Where might God be speaking to you now that you're dismissing as coincidence or
imagination?

3. What fears or feelings of inadequacy might be preventing you from recognizing God's call?

4. How does the way God addressed Gideon ("mighty warrior") differ from how Gideon saw
himself?

Application Challenge: Set aside 30 minutes today in a quiet place with no distractions. Bring a
notebook and pen. Begin by praying, "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ Then sit in silence,
attentive to any impressions, thoughts, or Scripture that comes to mind. Write down anything you
sense God may be saying to you, even if it seems insignificant. Review these notes at the end of the
30-day devotional journey.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Pray for increased spiritual sensitivity to recognize God's voice in unexpected
moments. Confess any areas where busyness, distraction, or noise has drowned out His voice. Ask
for courage to respond when He calls, even if it seems impossible from your perspective.

Journal Prompt: Describe a time when God may have been calling you but you only recognized it in
retrospect. What signs did you miss? How might you be more attentive to similar signs now?
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Day 11: From Lunch to Battle

Key Scripture: 1 Samuel 17:17-18,45-47 (NASB) - "Then Jesse said to David his son, Take now for
your brothers an ephah of this roasted grain and these ten loaves and run to the camp to your
brothers..." Supporting Scriptures: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Zechariah 4:10; Luke 16:10 Theme: Called to
bring lunch and ending up fighting giants—how God’s call often unfolds in unexpected ways.

Morning Reflection: When David's father sent him to deliver food to his brothers at the battlefield,
neither of them imagined he would end the day as a national hero. David was simply being
obedient in a small, mundane task—delivering lunch. Yet this act of everyday obedience positioned
him to hear Goliath's challenge and respond with faith when others responded with fear. Often,
God’s greatest callings begin with small acts of faithfulness. The path to our destiny rarely follows a
straight line with clear signposts. Instead, God leads us step by step, with each act of obedience
potentially opening doors we never anticipated. David's story reminds us never to despise humble
beginnings or mundane assignments. God often tests our faithfulness in small matters before
entrusting us with greater responsibilities. The lunch-delivery boy became a giant-slayer because
he was faithful in the small task that positioned him for the greater calling.

Personal Examination:
1. What seemingly small or insignificant responsibilities might God be using to prepare you for

something greater?
2. How faithful are you in completing the mundane tasks that don't seem connected to your

calling?
3. What "giants" in your sphere of influence need confronting that others are afraid to address?
4, How might God be positioning you right now for an opportunity you haven't yet recognized?
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Application Challenge: Identify three "small” responsibilities in your current season that you've
been tempted to dismiss or perform halfheartedly. Commit to approaching these tasks with
renewed diligence and excellence this week, viewing them as potential pathways to greater calling.
Additionally, take inventory of your current position—what needs or opportunities exist around you
that others might be ignoring or fearing?

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for the small, seemingly insignificant tasks that may be preparing
you for greater purposes. Ask for faithfulness in current responsibilities, however mundane they
may seem. Pray for discernment to recognize divine appointments and courage to step into
opportunities others might fear.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on past experiences where small acts of obedience led to unexpected
opportunities. How has God used mundane responsibilities to prepare you for greater challenges?
What current "lunch delivery” tasks might be positioning you for "giant-slaying” opportunities?
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Day 12: The Call to Leave

Key Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4 (NASB) - "Now the LORD said to Abram, 'Go from your country,And
from your relatives And from your father's house, To the land which | will show you..." Supporting
Scriptures: Hebrews 11:8-10; Matthew 19:27-29; Luke 5:27-28 Theme: Called to leave the familiar
behind, like Abraham, and step out in faith toward the unknown.

Morning Reflection: God's call to Abram contained a profound tension: leave what is known and
comfortable for what is unknown but promised. He was to depart from three spheres of security: his
country (geographical and cultural security), his relatives (relational security), and his father's house
(financial and identity security). Remarkably, God didn't even specify the destination—only that He
would show it to Abram along the way. This pattern of calling often repeats in Scripture: Matthew
left his tax booth, Peter and Andrew left their fishing nets, Paul left his prestigious position. God's
call frequently requires us to release what we're holding onto before we can receive what He has
for us. The leaving isn't arbitrary or punitive—it's purposeful, creating space for something new. Yet
God doesn't ask us to leave without the promise of His presence and blessing. Like Abram, we may
not know exactly where we're going, but we know Who we're going with.

Personal Examination:

1. What familiar securities might God be asking you to release to follow His call?

2. How has your desire for comfort or certainty hindered your obedience to God's direction?
3.What would it practically look like for you to "step out in faith" in your current situation?
4, What promises of God can you hold onto when the path ahead seems uncertain?
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Application Challenge: Make three lists: (1) Things God may be asking you to leave behind
(attitudes, relationships, comforts, etc.), (2) Things that make this leaving difficult, and (3) What God
promises those who follow Him into the unknown. Pray over these lists, asking for courage to
release what needs to be left behind. Then take one concrete step this week toward obedience in
an area where God is calling you to "leave.”

Evening Prayer Focus: Ask God for the faith to follow Him even when the destination isn't fully
clear. Confess any fears or attachments that keep you clinging to the familiar rather than embracing
His call. Thank Him for His faithfulness to those who step out in obedience. Pray for clarity about
what you need to leave behind and courage to do so.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on a time when God called you to leave something familiar for something
unknown. How did you respond? What were the results of your obedience or disobedience? What
might God be asking you to leave behind in this current season of your life?
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Day 13: Taking Up Our Cross

Key Scripture: Luke 9:23 (NASB) -'And He was saying to them all, If anyone wants to come after Me,
he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me." Supporting Scriptures: Matthew
16:24-26; Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 4:10-12 Theme: The call to discipleship involves daily self-
denial and embracing suffering for Christ's sake.

Morning Reflection: When Jesus spoke of taking up our cross, His audience understood the
reference all too well. The cross wasn't yet a religious symbol but an instrument of tortuous
execution. Condemned criminals would carry their own crossbeam to the site of crucifixion—a
public display of submission to Rome's authority and a march toward death. By using this stark
imagery,Jesus wasn't suggesting mild inconvenience or random suffering, but a deliberate
embracing of death to self. This isn't a one-time decision but a "daily” practice of surrendering our
rights, preferences, comforts, and very identities to follow Christ. The call to cross-bearing stands in
stark contrast to our culture’s emphasis on self-fulfillment and comfort-seeking. Yet paradoxically,
Jesus promises that this path of self-denial leads to finding our true selves, while those who cling
to their lives ultimately lose them.

Personal Examination:

1. What aspects of self are most difficult for you to deny (comfort, control, recognition, rights,
etc.)?

2. How has the cultural emphasis on self-fulfillment influenced your understanding of
discipleship?

3. What specific forms might "cross-bearing" take in your daily life and relationships?

4, How have you experienced the paradox that dying to self leads to true life?

Application Challenge: Identify three specific expressions of self-denial that would constitute
‘cross-bearing” in your context. This might include: forgiving someone who hurt you, serving in a
ministry that's inconvenient, sacrificing comforts to meet others' needs, speaking truth despite
potential rejection, etc. Choose one of these to implement today, journaling about the experience.
Additionally, find a tangible reminder of your commitment to daily cross-bearing (perhaps a small
wooden cross for your pocket) to prompt regular reflection.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Confess areas where you've resisted the call to self-denial and cross-bearing.
Thank Jesus for His ultimate example of sacrifice on your behalf. Ask for the Holy Spirit's power to
die to self daily and embrace suffering for Christ's sake. Pray for joy in the midst of sacrifice,
experiencing the paradoxical life that comes through death to self.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on Jesus' words: "Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it." Describe times when you've experienced this paradox. What
parts of your "self" are hardest to surrender? How might embracing the cross more fully actually
lead to greater freedom and joy?




THE CALL OF GOD DEVOTIONAL

Day 14: His Yoke Upon Us

Key Scripture: Matthew 11:28-30 (NASB) - "Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and | will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart,and
you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is comfortable, and My burden is light." Supporting
Scriptures: Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7; Galatians 5:1 Theme: The paradox of finding freedom in
submission to Christ's yoke.

Morning Reflection: Jesus uses the agricultural metaphor of a yoke—a wooden frame joining two
animals for pulling heavy loads—to describe our relationship with Him. This imagery contains a
fascinating paradox: He offers rest, yet calls us to take His yoke; He promises relief from burdens,
yet gives us His own burden to carry. This apparent contradiction resolves when we understand that
Jesus isn't calling us to a burden-free life, but to the right burden carried the right way. The
rabbinical phrase "take the yoke" meant to submit to someone’s teaching and authority. Jesus
invites us to exchange the crushing yoke of self-reliance, performance-based religion, and sin for
His well-fitting yoke of grace. Additionally, a yoke was typically shared between two animals—Jesus
isn't just imposing His yoke on us; He's sharing it with us, pulling alongside us. We're never left to
bear our burdens alone.

Personal Examination:

1. What heavy yokes are you currently carrying that Jesus hasn't placed on you?

2. How have you experienced the paradox of finding freedom through submission to Christ?

3.In what areas do you resist Christ's yoke, preferring to carry burdens your own way?

4, What practical difference would it make if you truly believed Jesus was pulling alongside you
in your daily responsibilities?
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Application Challenge: Make two columns on a sheet of paper. In the first, list the burdens you're
carrying that feel heavy (expectations, worries, responsibilities, etc.). In the second column, reframe
each burden from the perspective of carrying it yoked with Christ. For example: °| have to prepare
this presentation” becomes "Christ and | together are preparing this presentation.’ Practice this
reframing throughout the day, consciously acknowledging Christ's presence in each task or
challenge.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank Jesus for His invitation to share His yoke. Surrender the burdens
you've been carrying alone. Ask for grace to embrace the paradox of finding rest in submission
rather than independence. Pray for a deeper experience of Christ working alongside you in daily
responsibilities.

Journal Prompt: Describe the difference between burdens you've carried alone and those you've
shared with Christ. What might be preventing you from fully accepting Jesus' invitation to take His
yoke? How might your approach to daily responsibilities change if you more consciously
acknowledged Christ working alongside you?
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Day 15: Called to Transformation

Key Scripture: Romans 12:1-2 (NASB) - "Therefore | urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
service of worship.And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind..." Supporting Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 3:18; Colossians 3:9-10; Ephesians 4:22-24
Theme: God calls us to ongoing transformation, not mere information or reformation.

Morning Reflection: Paul doesn't merely call believers to behavioral modification but to
fundamental transformation. The Greek word metamorphod (transformed) is the source of our word
"metamorphosis—a complete change from one form to another, like a caterpillar becoming a
butterfly. This transformation begins with a decisive act of surrender ("present your bodies") but
continues through the ongoing renewal of our minds. Notably, Paul doesn't say "transform
yourselves” but "be transformed"-acknowledging that while we participate in the process, the
transforming power comes from God. The battleground for this transformation is primarily the mind
—our thought patterns, beliefs, values, and perspectives. As our thinking aligns more with God's
truth, our actions naturally follow. This is why information alone isn't sufficient; we need revelation
that leads to transformation. God isn't calling us to try harder at self-improvement but to surrender
to His transforming work from the inside out.

Personal Examination;

1. In what ways are you still conforming to the world's thought patterns and values?

2.What specific areas of your thinking need renewal through God’s truth?

3. How might you be attempting reformation (outward change) without allowing
transformation (inward change)?

4, What evidence of genuine transformation have you seen in your life over the past year?

Application Challenge: Identify a specific area where your thinking doesn't align with God's truth
(about yourself, others, circumstances, etc.). Find 3-5 Scripture passages that speak directly to this
area. Create a plan to meditate on these truths daily for the next week, perhaps writing them on
cards or setting phone reminders. Additionally, identify one concrete way your actions would
change if your thinking in this area were fully transformed, and begin implementing that change.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for His transforming work in your life. Confess areas where you've
resisted transformation by clinging to worldly thought patterns. Ask for the Holy Spirit's power to
renew your mind through God’s truth. Pray specifically about the area of thinking you identified in
today's application, surrendering it to God's transforming work.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on areas where you've experienced genuine transformation over the course
of your spiritual journey. What catalyzed these changes? What worldly thought patterns still
influence you? How might complete transformation in these areas affect your response to God's
call?
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Day 16: Ministry of Reconciliation

Key Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 (NASB) - "Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us
to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed
to us the word of reconciliation.” Supporting Scriptures: Colossians 1:19-20; Romans 5:10-11;
Ephesians 2:14-18 Theme: Called to participate in God's reconciling work in a broken world.

Morning Reflection: God has entrusted us with both "the ministry of reconciliation" and "the word of
reconciliation.’ The first refers to our actions, the second to our message. Together, they constitute
our participation in God's cosmic work of restoration. Reconciliation means bringing together
parties that were formerly alienated—restoring broken relationships. The fundamental brokenness
in our world is between humanity and God, but this rupture has created cascading fractures in all
other relationships: with ourselves, with others, and with creation. As recipients of God's reconciling
grace, we're commissioned to extend that same grace to others. This calling transcends vocational
ministry—whether you're a pastor, peacemaker, parent, or professional, you're called to be an agent
of reconciliation in your sphere of influence. Your words and actions should bridge divides, heal
wounds, and restore what's broken, pointing to the ultimate reconciliation found in Christ.

Personal Examination:

1. How have you experienced God's reconciling work in your own relationship with Him?

2. What broken relationships in your life need the healing touch of reconciliation?

3. How effectively are you communicating "the word of reconciliation” to those who don't know
Christ?

4., In what contexts has God positioned you to be an agent of reconciliation between others?
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Application Challenge: Identify one broken relationship in your life that needs reconciliation.
Prayerfully consider what steps toward healing you could take, regardless of who bears greater
responsibility for the breach. Write a letter (whether you send it or not) expressing your desire for
reconciliation. Additionally, look for one opportunity today to be a peacemaker between others who
are experiencing conflict. Finally, practice articulating "the word of reconciliation™-how would you
explain God's reconciling work to someone who doesn't know Christ?

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for reconciling you to Himself through Christ. Pray for healing in
relationships where brokenness exists. Ask for opportunities to share "the word of reconciliation”
with those who don't know Christ. Pray for wisdom and courage to be a peacemaker in contexts of
conflict.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on a time when you experienced reconciliation in a broken relationship.
What made healing possible? What barriers to reconciliation do you struggle with most (pride,
unforgiveness, fear, etc.)? How might your experience of God's reconciling grace empower you to
extend that same grace to others?
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Day 17: Called to Serve

Key Scripture: Mark 10:45 (NASB) - "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many." Supporting Scriptures: Philippians 2:5-8; John
13:12-17; 1 Peter 4:10 Theme: Following Christ's example of servanthood rather than seeking
prominence or position.

Morning Reflection: Jesus made this statement after James and John requested prestigious
positions in His kingdom and the other disciples became indignant at their ambition. He redirected
their understanding of greatness from worldly standards (dominance, authority, prestige) to
kingdom values (service, sacrifice, humility). Christ—the one person who truly deserved to be served
—became the ultimate servant, even washing His disciples' feet. This inversion of worldly values
isn't a strategic leadership principle but the fundamental character of God expressed in human
terms. Jesus didn't serve reluctantly or strategically to achieve a higher position; service was the
natural expression of His love. Our call to servanthood isn't a temporary phase on the way to
promotion but the permanent posture of Christ-followers regardless of our role or title. The
question isn't whether we're called to serve but where and how we're called to serve with the same
selfless love that motivated Christ.

Personal Examination:

1. How has the desire for recognition, appreciation, or status influenced your approach to
service?

2.1n what contexts do you find it most difficult to embrace the role of a servant?

3. How might your current service opportunities be shaped more by preference than by others'
genuine needs?

4. What aspects of Christ's servant example do you find most challenging to emulate?

Application Challenge: Identify three opportunities to serve others this week that are: (1) outside
your comfort zone, (2) unlikely to be noticed or praised, and (3) meeting a genuine need rather than
just doing what you enjoy. Complete at least one of these service acts today. Additionally, find
someone who serves faithfully behind the scenes and write them a note of specific appreciation
and encouragement.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Thank Jesus for His ultimate example of sacrificial service. Confess any pride,
entitlement, or ambition that prevents you from embracing servanthood. Ask for a heart that finds
joy in serving others without recognition. Pray for discernment to identify needs you're uniquely
positioned to meet through humble service.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on times when you've experienced the paradoxical joy of selfless service
versus the hollow satisfaction of recognition. How have these experiences shaped your
understanding of Christ's call to servanthood? What attitudes or ambitions might you need to
surrender to more fully embrace this call?
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Day 18: Loving Our Enemies

Key Scripture: Matthew 5:43-48 (NASB) - "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy. But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you...' Supporting Scriptures: Luke 6:27-36; Romans 12:14-21; 1 Peter 3:9 Theme: Called
to a radical love that extends even to those who oppose us.

Morning Reflection: Jesus' command to love our enemies directly challenges our natural instincts
for self-protection, justice, and reciprocity. This isn't sentimental feeling but concrete action—
praying for persecutors, blessing those who curse us, doing good to those who hate us. Such love
doesn't ignore evil or pretend injustice doesn't exist; rather, it refuses to respond in kind, breaking
cycles of retaliation. This counterintuitive approach reflects God's character—He causes the sun to
rise and rain to fall on both righteous and unrighteous. When we love enemies, we demonstrate our
identity as children of our heavenly Father, who loved us while we were still His enemies (Romans
5:10).This love isn't optional or aspirational but fundamental to authentic discipleship. It
distinguishes Christ-followers from the world, which loves conditionally and selectively. Enemy-love
isn't naive idealism but the practical outworking of the gospel's power to transform hearts and
relationships.

Personal Examination:

1. Who are the "enemies” in your life right now—those who oppose, criticize, or mistreat you?

2. How have you justified withholding love from difficult people in your life?

3. What practical expressions of love toward an ‘enemy” would be most challenging for you?

4. How does your understanding of God's love for you while you were His enemy impact your
ability to love others who oppose you?
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Application Challenge: Make a list of people who could be considered your ‘enemies” in any sense—
those who oppose you, criticize you, compete with you, or have hurt you. Commit to praying for
each person by name every day this week, asking God to bless them in specific ways. Additionally,
identify one concrete act of kindness you could do for one of these people this week, and follow
through regardless of their response.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for loving you when you were His enemy. Pray by name for those
who have hurt or opposed you, asking God to bless them and work in their Lives. Ask for
supernatural grace to love when natural instincts would lead to retaliation or avoidance. Pray for
opportunities to demonstrate Christ-Like love to those who least expect or "deserve” it.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on an experience of being loved when you didn't "deserve” it. How did this
impact you? What makes loving enemies so difficult? What might be possible if you truly embraced
Jesus' teaching on enemy-love in your most challenging relationships?
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Day 19: Living by Grace

Key Scripture: Galatians 2:20-21 (NASB) - I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer |
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. | do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly." Supporting Scriptures:
Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 6:14; Titus 2:11-14 Theme: Called to live by grace rather than by works
or law-keeping.

Morning Reflection: Paul wrote to the Galatians because they had begun well in grace but were
being drawn back into legalism—trying to earn what God had freely given. This tendency toward
performance-based spirituality remains powerful today. We intellectually affirm salvation by grace
but practically live as if God's acceptance depends on our performance. Paul’s declaration that he
has been “crucified with Christ" means his old identity—defined by performance, self-effort, and law-
keeping—has died. His new life operates by a different principle: faith in Christ's completed work. To
"live by faith” isn't passive resignation but active reliance on Christ’s indwelling life. This grace-
based approach doesn't produce license (since we're united with Christ who loves righteousness)
but genuine transformation from the inside out. Grace isn't opposed to effort but to earning. We
don't work for God's approval; we work from His approval already granted in Christ.

Personal Examination;

1.1n what areas do you still operate as if God's acceptance depends on your performance?

2. How does shame over failures or pride in successes reveal lingering legalism in your heart?

3. What specific fears would arise if you fully embraced grace as the operating system of your
life?

4. How might your service to God change if motivated entirely by gratitude rather than
obligation?
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Application Challenge: Make two lists: (1) Ways you try to earn God's favor or the favor of others,
and (2) Evidence of God's unconditional grace in your life. Meditate on the second list, allowing it to
sink from your head to your heart. Then identify one area where performance-orientation creates
anxiety or pride, and practice approaching it differently today, resting in God's grace rather than
striving to prove yourself.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for His lavish grace that saved you and continues to sustain you.
Confess any ways you've tried to earn what can only be received as a gift. Ask for a deeper
experiential knowledge of grace that transforms how you relate to God and others. Pray for freedom
from both legalism and license through the power of grace.

Journal Prompt: Describe how performance-orientation has shaped your view of God and yourself.
How would your life be different if you fully believed and lived in the reality that nothing you do
makes God love you more or less? What specific area of your life needs to be transferred from the
operating system of law to the operating system of grace?
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Day 20: Walking by the Spirit

Key Scripture: Galatians 5:16-18, 25 (NASB) - "But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out
the desire of the flesh. For the desire of the flesh is against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh... If we live by the Spirit, let's also walk by the Spirit." Supporting Scriptures: Romans 8:5-14;
John 15:4-5; Ezekiel 36:26-27 Theme: Learning to live in moment-by-moment dependence on the
Holy Spirit's guidance and power.

Morning Reflection: Paul's command to "walk by the Spirit" employs the imagery of taking each step
under the Spirit's direction and empowerment. This isn't mystical or mysterious but profoundly
practical—a conscious choice to depend on the Spirit's power rather than our own in everyday
decisions and actions. The contrast isn't between physical and spiritual but between self-directed
and Spirit-directed living. Walking by the Spirit involves both negative and positive aspects: saying
"no" to fleshly desires through the Spirit's power (v.16) and actively cultivating the fruit of the Spirit
(v.22-23). Paul notes a crucial distinction: we already "live by the Spirit" (positionally alive in
Christ) but must choose to "walk by the Spirit" (practically demonstrating that life). This isn't about
sporadic, extraordinary experiences but consistent, ordinary dependence. The Spirit-led life isn't
characterized primarily by dramatic manifestations but by growing Christlikeness in everyday
choices.

Personal Examination;

1. In what areas of your life do you attempt to live in your own strength rather than the Spirit's
power?

2. How aware are you of the Spirit's presence and guidance in your daily decisions?

3. What specific "desires of the flesh” most consistently hinder your walk with Christ?

4, What practical disciplines help you maintain moment-by-moment dependence on the Spirit?
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Application Challenge: Practice "spiritual breathing” throughout today: exhaling through confession
whenever you recognize fleshly desires or self-reliance, and inhaling through prayer for the Spirit's
filling and guidance. Set hourly reminders to pause and consciously yield yourself to the Spirit's
control. Additionally, examine the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and identify which quality
you most need to develop. Create a specific plan to cooperate with the Spirit's work in cultivating
this fruit.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for the gift of His indwelling Spirit. Confess any areas where
you've relied on your own strength rather than the Spirit's power. Ask for increased sensitivity to
the Spirit's guidance and greater willingness to respond to His promptings. Pray for the specific fruit
of the Spirit you identified as needing development.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on times when you've experienced the difference between walking in your
own strength versus walking by the Spirit's power. What patterns or practices help you maintain
dependence on the Spirit? What internal resistance do you face when yielding control to Him? How
might your effectiveness in your calling increase through greater Spirit-dependence?
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Day 21: Counting the Cost

Key Scripture: Luke 14:25-33 (NASB) - "Now large crowds were going along with Him, and He
turned and said to them, 'If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother and
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple..."
Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 19:16-30; Philippians 3:7-11; 2 Timothy 2:3-4 Theme: Honestly
assessing and embracing the costs of following God's call.

Morning Reflection: When Jesus spoke of "hating” family members, He was using Hebraic hyperbole
to emphasize that our love for Him must be so supreme that all other loves appear as hatred by
comparison. The crowds following Jesus were enthusiastic, but many hadn't considered what
authentic discipleship would cost them. Jesus doesn't want fair-weather followers; He wants
disciples who have soberly calculated the price and decided He is worth it. Like the builder
estimating costs or the king assessing his army, we must evaluate whether we're willing to
surrender everything—comfort, relationships, reputation, plans, and possessions—to follow God's
call. This isn't about earning salvation, but about understanding the nature of true discipleship. The
cost is everything we are and have, but the reward is Christ Himself—a treasure of incomparable
worth that makes all sacrifices pale in comparison.

Personal Examination:

1. What comforts or securities am | most reluctant to surrender to follow God's call?

2. Which relationships in my life compete most directly with my commitment to Christ?
3. How have | already experienced costs in following Jesus? How did | respond?

4, What future costs do | anticipate if | fully embrace God's call on my life?

Application Challenge: Create two columns on a sheet of paper. In the first column, list everything
following Christ has cost or might cost you (relationships, career opportunities, comfort, etc.). In the
second column, list what you've gained or stand to gain through following Him. Pray over this list,
asking God to give you proper perspective on the comparative value of what's gained versus what's
lost.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Pray for courage to embrace the full cost of discipleship. Ask for wisdom to
communicate your priorities to loved ones in a way that honors them while maintaining your
primary allegiance to Christ. Pray for brothers in Christ around the world who are paying high prices
for their faith.

Journal Prompt: Write a letter to God expressing your honest feelings about the costs of following
Him. Include any areas where you're struggling to surrender, any fears about future costs,and a
renewed commitment to follow regardless of price.
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Day 22: Family Opposition

Key Scripture: Matthew 10:34-36 (NASB) - "Do not think that | came to bring peace on the earth; |
did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For | came to set a man against his father,and a daughter
against her mother...and a person’s enemies will be the members of his household.” Supporting
Scriptures: Luke 12:51-53; Mark 13:12-13; Micah 7:5-7 Theme: Preparing for opposition from those
closest to us when following God's call.

Morning Reflection: Jesus' statement seems to contradict His identity as the "Prince of Peace, yet
He's addressing a painful reality many disciples experience: following Him can create division even
within families. This isn't Jesus' goal but rather the inevitable result when family members respond
differently to Him. When we embrace Christ and His kingdom values, we often find ourselves at
odds with family members who don't share our convictions. This division is especially painful
because we expect support from those closest to us.Jesus doesn't minimize this cost but prepares
us to face it with clarity and resolve. He establishes a new priority system where loyalty to Him
supersedes even the closest human bonds. This doesn't negate our responsibility to honor parents
or love family members, but it does reset the hierarchy of our commitments. When family
expectations conflict with God's call, our primary allegiance must be to Christ, even at great
personal cost.

Personal Examination;

1. How has your commitment to Christ created tension or division within your family
relationships?

2.In what ways have family expectations or pressures made it difficult to fully embrace God's
call?

3. How do you navigate the tension between honoring family and maintaining your primary
loyalty to Christ?

4, What fears arise when you consider potential opposition from loved ones as you follow God's
call?
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Application Challenge: Identify any family relationships where your faith has created tension or
opposition. Write a prayer strategy for each person, focusing on loving them well while remaining
faithful to Christ. Consider specific ways you can show love and respect without compromising your
convictions. If you're currently experiencing significant family opposition, find a mature believer
who has navigated similar challenges and ask for their counsel and prayer support.

Evening Prayer Focus: Pray for family members who don't understand or support your faith
commitment. Ask for wisdom to know when to speak and when to remain silent, when to stand firm
and when to accommodate. Pray for peace in your relationships without compromise of your
convictions. Ask for grace to respond to opposition with love rather than defensiveness or
resentment.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on Jesus' words about family division in light of your own experience. How
have you navigated conflicts between family expectations and God's call? What has this cost you
emotionally and relationally? How might God be using these challenges to deepen your
commitment to Him and clarify your priorities?
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Day 23: Being Misunderstood

Key Scripture: Mark 3:20-21 (NASB) - 'And He came home, and the crowd gathered again, to such an
extent that they could not even eat a meal. When His own people heard about this, they came out
to take custody of Him; for they were saying, 'He has lost His senses.” Supporting Scriptures: John
7:1-5; Acts 26:24-29; 2 Corinthians 5:13 Theme: Embracing the reality that following God's call
may lead to being misunderstood, even by those who love us.

Morning Reflection: Jesus—perfect in wisdom and obedience—was misunderstood by His own
family, who concluded He had "lost His senses.’ If even Christ experienced this, how much more
should we expect misunderstanding when following God’s call? Often, those closest to us cannot
comprehend why we would make sacrifices, take risks, or embrace hardships that seem unnecessary
or unwise from a worldly perspective. The values and priorities of God's kingdom frequently appear
foolish to those operating by worldly wisdom. This misunderstanding is especially painful when it
comes from those whose opinions we value and whose support we desire. Yet Jesus never allowed
others’ misunderstanding to divert Him from His Father’s will. He continued His mission despite
being labeled mad by family, blasphemous by religious leaders, and dangerous by political
authorities. Following God's call requires similar resolve—a willingness to be misunderstood rather
than abandoning our divine assignment.

Personal Examination;

1. In what ways have you been misunderstood because of your commitment to following
Christ?

2. How has the fear of being misunderstood influenced your decisions or actions?

3.Whose understanding and approval do you most desire? How does this affect your obedience
to God?

4, How do you balance considering others' input while remaining faithful to God's direction?
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Application Challenge: Identify a specific area where obedience to God has led or might lead to
being misunderstood. Write down: (1) What God seems to be calling you to do, (2) Why others might
misunderstand this direction, and (3) How you can respond graciously to misunderstanding without
abandoning your calling. Then identify a biblical example of someone who was misunderstood
while following God (Joseph, David, Paul, etc.) and study how they handled it. What lessons can you

apply?

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for fully understanding your heart and motives even when others
don't. Pray for those who misunderstand your faith commitments, asking God to give them greater
perspective. Ask for grace to respond to misunderstanding with patience and love rather than
defensiveness or resentment. Pray for wisdom to know when to explain and when to simply
continue in obedience without justifying yourself.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on times when you've been significantly misunderstood because of your
faith or obedience to God. How did this affect you emotionally? How did you respond? What would
it look like to care deeply about others while becoming less dependent on their understanding or
approval?
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Day 24: Persecution for Righteousness

Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:12 (NASB) - "Indeed, all who want to live godly lives in Christ Jesus will
be persecuted.’ Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 5:10-12; John 15:18-21; 1 Peter 4:12-19 Theme:
Understanding that persecution is not an if but a when for those who faithfully follow God's call.

Morning Reflection: Paul doesn't say persecution might happen to some believers in certain
contexts but states it as a certainty for "all who want to live godly lives in Christ Jesus.’ This reflects
Jesus' own teaching that His followers should expect opposition from a world that rejected Him.
Persecution can take many forms—from subtle social exclusion to outright violence—but its root
cause remains the same: the fundamental conflict between kingdom values and worldly systems.
When we live according to God's ways, we implicitly challenge the values, priorities, and power
structures of the surrounding culture. This inherently provokes resistance. Yet Scripture consistently
presents persecution not as a tragedy to be avoided at all costs but as an expected part of faithful
discipleship. Moreover, it's viewed as an opportunity for witness, spiritual growth, and even blessing.
This doesn't mean we seek persecution, but we recognize it as confirmation that our lives truly
contrast with worldly patterns.

Personal Examination:

1. What forms of persecution or opposition have you experienced because of your faith?

2. How might your lack of experience with persecution reflect compromise rather than cultural
acceptance?

3. In what ways do you actively avoid potential persecution by concealing or compromising
your faith?

4. How do you respond when faced with opposition because of your commitment to Christ?
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Application Challenge: Identify areas where you've been reluctant to live out your faith fully
because of potential opposition. Choose one specific aspect of your faith that you've been hesitant
to express openly (prayer in public, speaking about Christ at work, taking a stand on a moral issue,
etc.). Create a plan to step out in faith in this area this week, preparing yourself for possible
resistance. Additionally, research and pray for believers in regions experiencing severe persecution,
perhaps writing encouragement to a persecuted church through organizations that facilitate such
communication.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for the privilege of identifying with Christ, even in suffering. Pray
for courage to live authentically as a believer regardless of opposition. Ask for wisdom to respond
to persecution in ways that honor Christ rather than escalating conflict. Pray specifically for
persecuted believers around the world, asking God to strengthen and sustain them.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on Jesus' words that those persecuted for righteousness are "blessed.” How
have you experienced spiritual growth or blessing through opposition to your faith? What fears
arise when you consider potential persecution? How might viewing persecution as expected rather
than exceptional change your approach to following Christ in hostile contexts?
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Day 25: Dying to Self

Key Scripture: John 12:24-26 (NASB) - "Truly, truly | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. The one who loves his life loses it,
and the one who hates his life in this world will keep it to eternal life." Supporting Scriptures: Luke
9:23-24; Romans 6:5-11; Colossians 3:3-4 Theme: Embracing the paradox that true life comes
through death to self.

Morning Reflection: Jesus spoke these words as He approached His own sacrificial death, revealing
a profound spiritual principle: fruitfulness requires death. Just as a seed must be buried and "die"
before it can multiply into a harvest, we must experience death to self before we can produce
spiritual fruit. This death isn't physical but involves surrendering our self-centered existence—our
rights, ambitions, comforts, and control—to embrace God's purposes. The paradox Jesus presents is
countercultural yet central to kingdom living: those who prioritize self-preservation ultimately lose
what they're trying to protect, while those who surrender their lives to God find true, abundant,
eternal life. This isn't a one-time decision but a continual process of choosing God's will over our
own desires. Every time we die to self—through forgiveness, sacrifice, obedience, or service—we
create space for resurrection life to flourish and multiply.

Personal Examination:

1. What aspects of "self" are you most reluctant to surrender to God (control, comfort,
recognition, etc.)?

2. How have you experienced the paradox that surrender leads to freedom and death leads to
life?

3. In what areas are you still "loving your life" in ways that prevent spiritual fruitfulness?

4. What fears arise when you consider fully surrendering control of your life to God?

Application Challenge: Identify a specific area where God may be calling you to "die to self" right
now (a relationship, ambition, comfort, right, etc.). Write a prayer of surrender, specifically releasing
this area to God's control. Then take one concrete action today that demonstrates this surrender.
Additionally, find a visual reminder of the seed principle—perhaps an actual seed or a plant—and
place it where you'll see it reqularly as a reminder that fruitfulness requires death.



THE CALL OF GOD DEVOTIONAL

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank Jesus for modeling the ultimate death to self through His sacrifice.
Confess any areas where you've been clinging to control rather than surrendering to God. Ask for
grace to embrace the daily dying to self that leads to true life. Pray for joy in surrender rather than
reluctant compliance.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on times when dying to self has led to unexpected fruit in your life. What
did the "death” process feel like? What fruit resulted? What area of self-preservation might God be
asking you to surrender now? What potential fruit might come from this surrender?




THE CALL OF GOD DEVOTIONAL

Day 26: Mortifying the Flesh

Key Scripture: Romans 8:13 (NASB) - "For if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if
by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live." Supporting Scriptures:
Colossians 3:5-10; Galatians 5:24; 1 Peter 2:11 Theme: The ongoing process of putting to death
the deeds of the flesh through the Spirit's power.

Morning Reflection: Paul presents a stark choice: live according to the flesh and experience death,
or put to death the deeds of the body and experience life. The term "mortify" (in older translations)
comes from the Latin mortificare—to put to death. This isn't about physical self-harm but about
actively opposing and eliminating sinful patterns through the Spirit's power. Note the paradoxical
language: we must put something to death to truly live. Also note that this is an active, ongoing
process ("are putting to death"), not a passive or completed event. While our position in Christ is
secure, our practical experience of His life requires continual cooperation with the Spirit in this
mortification process. Importantly, Paul specifies this happens "by the Spirit*—not through
willpower, rule-keeping, or asceticism. We cannot effectively battle the flesh with fleshly weapons
or methods. The Spirit provides both the discernment to recognize fleshly patterns and the power
to overcome them.

Personal Examination:

1. What specific "deeds of the body" continue to manifest in your life despite your desire for
holiness?

2. How have you attempted to overcome fleshly patterns through fleshly methods rather than
through the Spirit?

3. In what areas have you seen progress in putting to death sinful habits or attitudes?

4, What practical disciplines help you cooperate with the Spirit in the mortification process?
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Application Challenge: Identify one persistent pattern of the flesh in your life. Research Scriptures
that specifically address this issue, writing down both the warnings about its consequences and the
promises of victory through Christ. Create a concrete plan that includes: (1) Avoiding triggers or
temptations, (2) Replacing fleshly responses with godly alternatives, (3) Enlisting accountability, and
(4) Specific prayers for the Spirit's power in this area. Implement this plan beginning today.

Evening Prayer Focus: Confess specific manifestations of the flesh in your life, acknowledging both
their seriousness and God's grace through Christ. Thank God for the Spirit's indwelling power that
makes victory possible. Ask for increased sensitivity to the Spirit's conviction and greater
cooperation with His sanctifying work. Pray for specific areas where you need victory.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on Paul's language of "putting to death" the deeds of the body. Why does he
use such strong terminology? How seriously do you take the mortification process in your own
spiritual journey? Describe areas where you've experienced progress and areas where you continue
to struggle. How might greater dependence on the Spirit change your approach?
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Day 27: He Must Increase

Key Scripture: John 3:30 (NASB) - "He must increase, but | must decrease.” Supporting Scriptures:
Philippians 2:3-11; 1 Corinthians 1:31; Galatians 6:14 Theme: Embracing John the Baptist's humble
attitude—our calling is to point to Christ, not build our own platform.

Morning Reflection: John the Baptist's statement came when his disciples expressed concern that
Jesus' ministry was gaining popularity while John's was diminishing. Instead of jealously guarding
his platform or position, John rejoiced in Christ's ascendancy. He understood that his calling was to
point people to the Messiah, not to build his own following. This humble perspective seems almost
alien in our self-promoting culture, where success is often measured by followers, influence, and
recognition. Yet it represents the heart of authentic ministry—the willingness to become less visible
so that Christ becomes more evident. This isn't false humility or self-deprecation but a genuine
understanding of our proper place in God's story. We are not the hero; we are supporting characters
whose purpose is to direct attention to the true Hero. This perspective liberates us from the
exhausting burden of self-promotion and the emotional rollercoaster of seeking affirmation from
others.

Personal Examination:

1. In what ways do you seek to increase your visibility, influence, or recognition in ministry or
life?

2. How do you respond when others receive credit or recognition for work you've contributed
to?

3. What emotions arise when your ministry or influence seems to be decreasing rather than
increasing?

4. How might your effectiveness actually increase as your self-focus decreases?

Application Challenge: Look for three opportunities today to deliberately decrease so Christ might
increase. This could mean: deflecting praise to God, highlighting another person’s contribution,
serving anonymously, or stepping back so someone else can step forward. Additionally, examine
your social media presence or other public platforms. Does your content point people to Christ or
draw attention to yourself? Make one concrete change that shifts the focus more clearly to Him.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Confess any ways you've sought to build your own platform rather than
pointing people to Christ. Thank God for the freedom that comes through genuine humility. Ask for
grace to find your identity and worth in Christ rather than in recognition from others. Pray for
opportunities to decrease so that Christ might increase in your spheres of influence.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on times when you've experienced the tension between self-promotion and
self-denial in ministry or life. What motivates your desire for recognition? How have you seen Christ
exalted when you've been willing to step back? What practical shifts might help you more
consistently adopt John's perspective: "He must increase, but | must decrease"?
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Day 28: Your Unique Calling

Key Scripture: Ephesians 2:10 (NASB) - "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” Supporting
Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; Romans 12:3-8; 1 Peter 4:10-11 Theme: Discovering and
embracing the unique aspects of your personal calling.

Morning Reflection: The word translated "workmanship” is the Greek poiéma, from which we get our
English word "poem.” You are God’s artistic masterpiece, carefully crafted for specific purposes He
planned in advance. This verse reveals several vital truths about your calling: (1) It flows from your
identity as God's workmanship, not the other way around; (2) It was established in Christ before you
did anything good or bad; (3) It involves specific ‘good works" prepared with you in mind; and (4)
Your role is to "walk in them'—to live out what God has already designed. Your calling isn't identical
to anyone else's because you are unique—a specific combination of personality, gifts, experiences,
passions, and opportunities. While all believers share general callings (holiness, service, witness),
each has a unique expression of these callings that fits their divine design. Discovering your calling
isn't about finding something hidden but about recognizing the convergence of how God has
shaped you and the needs He's placed before you.

Personal Examination:

1. What specific gifts, talents, and abilities has God entrusted to you?

2. What experiences—both positive and painful—might God be using to shape your calling?
3.What needs or opportunities consistently present themselves in your spheres of influence?
4. Where do you experience the greatest sense of purpose and fruitfulness in serving others?
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Application Challenge: Create a personal calling inventory by making four lists: (1) Spiritual gifts
and natural abilities you possess, (2) Significant experiences that have shaped you, (3) Passions and
burdens God has placed on your heart, and (4) Needs and opportunities in your current context.
Prayerfully Look for patterns or connections between these lists. Write a preliminary "calling
statement” based on this inventory—not as a rigid box but as a working description of how God
seems to be uniquely using you in this season.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for His artistry in creating you with a unique purpose. Ask for
clarity about your specific calling in this season of life. Pray for opportunities to exercise your gifts
in ways that serve others and glorify God. Ask for freedom from comparison with others' callings
and contentment with your divine design.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on times when you've felt most aligned with God's purpose for your life.
What were you doing? Who were you serving? What needs were you meeting? How did your unique
gifts and experiences come into play? Based on these reflections, what patterns might indicate the
contours of your specific calling?
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Day 29: Enduring to the End

Key Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:7-8 (NASB) - "I have fought the good fight, | have finished the course, |
have kept the faith; in the future there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who
have loved His appearing.” Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 24:13; Hebrews 12:1-3; Revelation 2:10
Theme: Faithfulness to God's call is a marathon, not a sprint—the importance of endurance.

Morning Reflection: Paul wrote these words near the end of his life, likely during his final
imprisonment. They express the satisfaction of knowing he had remained faithful to his calling
despite extraordinary challenges. His metaphors draw from athletic competitions familiar to his
readers: fighting the good fight (wrestling/boxing), finishing the course (running the race), keeping
the faith (following the rules). These images emphasize that the Christian life requires not just
initial enthusiasm but sustained effort and perseverance. Many start well but falter under pressure,
hardship, or temptation. The crown Paul anticipates isn't for spectacular achievements but for
faithful endurance—continuing to believe, obey, and serve even when difficult or costly. This
endurance isn't about earning salvation but about demonstrating its authenticity. The motivation
for this perseverance isn't merely duty but anticipation of Christ's return ("all who have loved His
appearing"), keeping our eyes fixed on the finish line.

Personal Examination;

1. What challenges or circumstances currently test your endurance in following Christ?

2. How has your commitment to God's call weathered seasons of difficulty or discouragement?
3. What patterns or practices help you maintain spiritual stamina for the long journey?

4, How focused are you on the eternal reward versus temporary comfort or recognition?

Application Challenge: Identify specific factors that threaten your spiritual endurance
(discouragement, isolation, busyness, temptation, etc.). For each factor, create a concrete strategy to
build resilience, including Scriptures to meditate on, supportive relationships to cultivate, and
habits to establish or eliminate. Additionally, write a letter to your future self to read during your
next major spiritual challenge, reminding yourself of God's faithfulness and the importance of
perseverance.
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Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for His sustaining grace that enables endurance. Confess any ways
you've been tempted to abandon the race or compromise your calling. Ask for renewed strength
and perspective when the journey seems long or difficult. Pray for brothers and sisters who are
struggling to persevere, that they would experience God's empowering presence.

Journal Prompt: Reflect on Paul's statement that he had "fought the good fight..finished the
course...kept the faith." What would it Llook like for you to be able to say the same at the end of your
life? What challenges to your endurance have you already overcome? What potential obstacles lie
ahead? How does focusing on “loving His appearing” provide motivation for continued faithfulness?
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Day 30: The Ultimate Call

Key Scripture: Revelation 22:17 (NASB) - "The Spirit and the bride say,'Come. And let the one who
hears say, ‘Come. And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires, take the water of life
without cost." Supporting Scriptures: Philippians 3:14; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Peter 5:10 Theme: All of
God's specific calls in our lives point to the ultimate call—intimate communion with Him for
eternity.

Morning Reflection: As we conclude this devotional journey, we return to the heart of God's call:
relationship with Him. The Bible begins with God walking with humans in perfect communion
(Genesis 3:8) and concludes with this beautiful invitation to "“Come™to drink freely of the water of
life. Every specific calling we've explored ultimately serves this greater purpose: drawing us and
others into deeper communion with God. Your vocation, ministry opportunities, spiritual gifts, and
life experiences aren't ends in themselves but means of responding to and extending this ultimate
invitation. The Spirit issues this call internally through conviction and prompting; the Bride (the
Church) extends it externally through witness and welcome. As those who have heard and
responded, we join this chorus, inviting others to "Come." This invitation has no prerequisites except
thirst—a recognized need that only Christ can satisfy. As we pursue God's unique callings on our
lives, we must never lose sight of this ultimate purpose: bringing ourselves and others into life-
giving communion with Him.

Personal Examination:

1. How have you experienced the tension between focusing on tasks/achievements versus
relationship with God?

2.In what ways might your pursuit of specific callings have distracted from this ultimate call to
communion?

3. How effectively are you extending the invitation to “Come" to those who haven't yet
responded?

4. What practices help you maintain communion with God as the center of your calling?
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Application Challenge: Set aside a significant block of time today (at least 1-2 hours) for
uninterrupted communion with God—not studying about Him or working for Him, but simply being
with Him. Include extended periods of both talking and listening, expressing love and receiving
love. Additionally, identify one person in your life who needs to hear the invitation to "Come" to
Christ. Write down a specific plan to extend this invitation this week, whether through words,
actions, or both.

Evening Prayer Focus: Thank God for His persistent call to communion throughout your life. Express
your love and devotion to Him above all specific assignments or achievements. Ask for grace to
keep relationship with Him at the center of all other callings. Pray for those who haven't yet
responded to God's invitation, that they would recognize their thirst and come to the water of life.

Journal Prompt: As you conclude this 30-day journey, reflect on how your understanding of God's
call has evolved. What new insights have you gained? What practical changes do you plan to
implement? How might keeping the ultimate call to communion at the center transform your
approach to specific callings in your life? Write a prayer of commitment, surrendering yourself
afresh to God's calling in all its dimensions.
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ADDITIONAL ENRICHMENT ELEMENTS:

Weekly Group Discussion Questions
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o End of Week 1: Recognizing God's Voice

1. How has your understanding of God's call changed during this first week?
2.What has been the most challenging aspect of recognizing and responding to God's
voice?
3. How do we discern between God's voice and our own desires or others' expectations?
4, What practices have you found most helpful in becoming more attuned to God's voice?
 End of Week 2: Responding to God's Call

1. What fears or hesitations have you identified that make responding to God's call
difficult?
2. How have you experienced God calling you in unexpected ways or unexpected
moments?
3.What has been the cost of following God's call in your life? What has been the reward?
4. How can we support one another in taking steps of obedience when God calls?
o End of Week 3: The Process of Transformation

1. Which aspect of transformation (sanctification, reconciliation, service, love, etc.) has
been most challenging for you to embrace?

2. How have you experienced the tension between performance-based religion and
grace-based relationship?

3.What practical disciplines have you found most helpful in cooperating with God's
transforming work?

4. How can we help one another walk by the Spirit rather than by the flesh?

o End of Week 4: Enduring and Finishing Well

1. What aspects of the cost of discipleship have you found most difficult to embrace?

2. How have you experienced opposition or misunderstanding because of your faith?
How did you respond?

3. What helps you maintain perspective and perseverance when following God's call
becomes difficult?

4. As you conclude this study, what is one specific action step you plan to take in
response to God's call?
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Biblical Character Studies

Five in-depth profiles of men who responded to God's call:

Abraham: The Call to Leave Comfort Scripture Focus: Genesis 12:1-9,15:1-21, 22:1-19; Hebrews
11:8-19 Key Lessons:

¢ Responding to God's call often requires leaving security behind

* Faith means taking action before seeing the fulfillment

* (od tests those He calls to deepen their trust and purify their motives

¢ Delayed fulfillment doesn't mean God has forgotten His promises Application Questions:

1. What "Ur of the Chaldeans" might God be calling you to leave behind?
2. How do you respond when God's timing doesn't match your expectations?
3.What "Isaac” in your life might God be asking you to surrender?

Moses: The Reluctant Leader Scripture Focus: Exodus 3:1-4:17,33:12-23; Numbers 12:3; Hebrews
11:23-29 Key Lessons:

God often calls the unprepared and equips them as they obey

Inadequacy and fear are normal responses to God's call

Intimacy with God sustains us in our calling through difficulties

e Leadership requires patience and perseverance with those we lead Application Questions:

1. What excuses have you offered God to avoid your calling?
2. How have your weaknesses become opportunities for God's strength?
3. What spiritual practices help you maintain the intimacy with God needed for leadership?

David: From Shepherd to King Scripture Focus: 1 Samuel 16:1-13,17:1-58; 2 Samuel 7:1-17; Psalm
78:70-72 Key Lessons:

¢ (od looks at the heart rather than outward appearances

* Faithfulness in small responsibilities prepares us for greater ones

e Qur private character determines our public impact

e God's calling includes seasons of preparation, testing, and waiting Application Questions:
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1. How are you developing your character during seasons of obscurity?
2.What "giants” might God be calling you to confront in your sphere of influence?
3. How do you maintain humility when God elevates your position or platform?

Paul: From Persecutor to Apostle Scripture Focus: Acts 9:1-31, 26:1-23; Philippians 3:4-14; 2
Corinthians 11:23-12:10 Key Lessons:

God can completely redirect our lives and use our past for His purposes
Responding to God's call often means embracing suffering

Personal weakness becomes a platform for God's power

Knowing Christ surpasses all other goals and achievements Application Questions:

1. How might God be redeeming your past experiences for His purposes?
2.What "thorn in the flesh” might God be using to keep you dependent on His grace?
3. How do you maintain Christ as your supreme treasure amid other pursuits?

Timothy: The Next Generation Leader Scripture Focus: Acts 16:1-5; Philippians 2:19-24; 1 & 2
Timothy Key Lessons:

Spiritual mentoring is essential for effective ministry

Youth doesn't disqualify someone from significant kingdom impact

Personal discipline and character development undergird public ministry

Faithful ministry often happens in unglamorous, behind-the-scenes ways Application
Questions:

1. Who are your spiritual mentors, and who are you mentoring?
2.What areas of character or discipline need attention to support your calling?
3. How do you remain faithful in small, unseen responsibilities?
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Supplementary Readings
Suggested excerpts from classic Christian books on calling and discipleship:

"The Cost of Discipleship” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer Key Themes:

The distinction between "cheap grace” and "costly grace”

The radical nature of Christ's call to follow Him

The danger of reducing Christianity to mere intellectual assent
The community dimension of discipleship

"The Call" by Os Guinness Key Themes:

* The difference between our primary calling (to God Himself) and secondary callings
* Finding purpose at the intersection of gifts, needs, and opportunities

e Avoiding both over-spiritualizing and under-spiritualizing our sense of calling

¢ Discerning God's will in practical, everyday decisions

"Hearing God" by Dallas Willard Key Themes:

Developing the ability to recognize God's voice

The various ways God communicates with His people

Practical disciplines for cultivating conversational relationship with God
Testing perceived guidance against Scripture and wisdom

"Spiritual Leadership® by J. Oswald Sanders Key Themes:

Leadership as service rather than status

Character requirements for spiritual leadership

The cost and responsibilities of leading others
Practical principles for developing leadership capacity
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"The Pursuit of God" by A.W. Tozer Key Themes:

e The primacy of personal relationship with God

» Removing barriers to intimate communion with God

e Practical disciplines for cultivating God's presence
 The danger of religious activity without spiritual reality

Practical Tools
Personal Calling Inventory Assessment

e Spiritual Gifts Analysis: Identifying and understanding your specific spiritual gifts
e Natural Abilities Audit: Recognizing talents and skills you've developed

e Experience Evaluation: Analyzing how past experiences have shaped you

» Passion Identification: Clarifying what burdens and excites you

e Opportunity Assessment: Examining current needs and open doors
 (Convergence Analysis: Finding where these elements intersect

Spiritual Gifts Identification Guide

Biblical Background: Understanding the purpose and nature of spiritual gifts
Gift Descriptions: Detailed explanations of gifts mentioned in Scripture
Self-Assessment Questions: Helping identify your probable gifts

Practical Application: Developing and deploying your gifts effectively

Team Perspective: How your gifts complement others in the body

Decision-Making Matrix for Major Life Choices

Scripture Filter: Evaluating options against biblical principles

Wise Counsel Component: Incorporating input from mature believers
Peace Assessment: Gauging internal confirmation or hesitation
Gifts/Abilities Alignment: Considering fit with how God has equipped you
Open/Closed Doors Analysis: Examining providential circumstances
Kingdom Impact Evaluation: Assessing potential for eternal significance
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Accountability Partner Framework

Relationship Guidelines: Establishing healthy accountability dynamics
Key Questions: Specific areas to address regularly

Prayer Strategy: How to pray effectively for one another

Progress Tracking: Monitoring growth and challenges

Restoration Process: Responding to failures with grace and truth

Long-term Call Mapping Exercise

e Current Reality Assessment: Honestly evaluating your present situation

e Vision Development: Prayerfully considering God's direction for your future
¢ Milestone Identification: Breaking long-term calling into manageable stages
e (Obstacle Anticipation: Preparing for potential challenges

* Resource Inventory: Identifying what you'll need for each phase

e Adjustment Mechanism: Building in regular review and course correction
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STRENGTHENED SPIRITUAL FORMATION RESOURCES

EXTENDED FASTING GUIDE
Introduction to Fasting for Spiritual Clarity

Fasting has been a spiritual discipline practiced by God's people throughout Scripture to heighten
spiritual sensitivity, demonstrate humility, and seek divine guidance. As you journey through "The
Call of God Devotional,' strategic fasting can powerfully enhance your ability to discern God's voice
and direction.

This guide provides a framework for a weekly 24-hour fast, aligned with the themes of each week
of the devotional. Rather than focusing primarily on abstaining from food (though that is the
traditional approach), this guide emphasizes the spiritual purpose of creating space to hear God
more clearly regarding His call on your life.

Weekly Fasting Framework

PREPARATION (Day Before)

 (Choose which 24-hour period works best for your schedule (noon to noon, dinner to dinner,
etc.)

e Inform those close to you about your fast to minimize unnecessary interruptions

e Prepare spiritually by reading the Scripture passages for the week ahead

* Set specific intentions for what you're seeking God about during this fast
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DURING YOUR FAST

Replace meal times with focused prayer and Scripture reading

Drink plenty of water (and clear broths or juices if needed for medical reasons)
Withdraw from media and unnecessary distractions when possible

Keep a journal nearby to record impressions and insights

Return to normal activities if you experience extreme discomfort or illness

BREAKING YOUR FAST

End your fast with a time of thanksgiving rather than rushing to eat
Begin with light foods rather than heavy meals

Review and consolidate what you've learned during the fast

Share key insights with an accountability partner

Medical Considerations

e Consult your physician before fasting if you have health concerns
» Modified fasts (juice fasts, partial fasts) are appropriate alternatives for those with medical
conditions

* Pregnant or nursing women, those with diabetes, or those on certain medications should not
undertake a complete food fast
e Listen to your body—spiritual disciplines should not cause physical harm
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Weekly Fasting Focus and Prayer Points

WEEK 1: HEARING GOD'S VOICE

Fast during: Day 5 or 6 of the devotional Primary focus: Clearing away distractions to hear God
more clearly

Prayer Points:

1. For spiritual ears to be opened to God's voice above competing voices
2.For discernment between God's voice and your own desires

3. For clarity about the specific ways God typically speaks to you

4. For patience in the silence if God isn't speaking in expected ways

5. For courage to respond when you do hear His direction

Scripture for Meditation:

e 1 Samuel 3:1-10
e Psalm 46:10

e John 10:1-5

e Hebrews 1:1-2

Reflection Questions:
e What "noise” most often drowns out God's voice in my life?

e When have | clearly heard God speak in the past? What conditions facilitated that?
e What am | afraid God might say if | truly listened?

WEEK 2: RESPONDING TO GOD'S CALL

Fast during: Day 12 or 13 of the devotional Primary focus: Surrendering reluctance and embracing
courage to follow
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Prayer Points:

1. For wisdom to recognize unexpected calls that might not fit your preconceptions

2.For courage to leave comfort zones when God calls you elsewhere

3. For clarity about what specific "lunch delivery” tasks might position you for greater impact

4. For discernment about what God is asking you to carry versus what you've placed on yourself
5. For grace to embrace the paradox of finding freedom in surrender

Scripture for Meditation:

Genesis 12:1-4
Exodus 3:10-14
Matthew 11:28-30
Luke 9:23-26

Reflection Questions:

e What am | most reluctant to surrender in following God's call?
o What fears arise when | consider stepping into the unknown?
* How might God be using my current circumstances to prepare me for future calling?

WEEK 3: THE PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION
Fast during: Day 19 or 20 of the devotional Primary focus: Breaking patterns of flesh to walk in the
Spirit
Prayer Points:
1. For identification of areas where worldly thinking patterns need renewal
2.For breakthrough in areas of persistent struggle or sin
3. For increased awareness of and dependence on the Holy Spirit

4. For grace to serve and love even when it's difficult or costly
5. For humility to live by grace rather than self-effort
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Scripture for Meditation:

e Romans 12:1-2

e 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
e (alatians 5:16-25

e Ephesians 4:17-24

Reflection Questions:

e Inwhat areas am | still conformed to the world's values and priorities?
o What fruit of the Spirit is least evident in my life right now?
e How might I cooperate more fully with God's transforming work?

WEEK 4: ENDURING AND FINISHING WELL

Fast during: Day 26 or 27 of the devotional Primary focus: Gaining eternal perspective to endure
present challenges

Prayer Points:

1. For courage to face opposition without compromising faith

2. For dying to self in specific areas of pride, control, or self-protection
3. For freedom from the need for recognition or platform

4. For perseverance when the journey is difficult or progress seems slow
5. For focus on the ultimate call—intimate communion with God

Scripture for Meditation:

e Matthew 10:32-39
e John 12:24-26

e 2 Timothy 4:6-8

e Hebrews 12:1-3
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Reflection Questions:

» What costs of discipleship am | most reluctant to embrace?
e Where do | need greater endurance in my spiritual journey?
e What would it mean for me to decrease so Christ might increase?

SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION SYSTEM
The Power of Memorizing God's Word

Scripture memorization is one of the most powerful spiritual disciplines for transformation. When
we commit God's Word to memory:

1. We have truth readily available in moments of temptation (Psalm 119:11)
2. We give the Holy Spirit material to bring to mind when needed (John 14:26)
3.We allow God's truth to reshape our thinking patterns (Romans 12:2)

4, We equip ourselves for spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:17)

5.We prepare ourselves to encourage others (Colossians 3:16)

This memorization system provides 12 key verses from "The Call of God Devotional,  along with a
proven method for committing them to memory and retaining them long-term.

Key Verses for Memorization
Week 1: Understanding God's Call

1.John 10:3 (NASB) - "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls
his own sheep by name and leads them out.’

2.1 Thessalonians 4:7 (NASB) - "For God has not called us for impurity, but in sanctification.’

3.2 Timothy 1:9 (NASB) - "Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus
from all eternity
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Week 2: Responding to God's Call 4. Luke 9:23 (NASB) - ‘And He was saying to them all, 'If anyone
wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me." 5. Matthew
11:28-30 (NASB) - "Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For My yoke is comfortable, and My burden is light." 6. Romans 12:2 (NASB) - "And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.’

Week 3: Transformation Through God's Call 7. 2 Corinthians 5:18 (NASB) - "Now all these things are
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation." 8.
Mark 10:45 (NASB) - "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many." 9. Galatians 2:20 (NASB) - "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is
no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me."

Week 4: Enduring in God's Call 10. Romans 8:13 (NASB) - "For if you are living according to the
flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.’
11.John 3:30 (NASB) - "He must increase, but | must decrease.’ 12. Ephesians 2:10 (NASB) - "For we
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so
that we would walk in them.’

The 7-7-7 Memorization Method

This proven system helps you not only memorize Scripture but retain it over time. For each verse:
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Days 1-7: Initial Memorization

e Day 1: Read the verse aloud 10 times, looking at the words. Then cover the verse and try to
say it once.

e Day 2: Recite the verse from memory 5 times. Check for accuracy. Recite 5 more times.

 Day 3: Recite the verse from memory 5 times in the morning, 5 times in the evening.

* Day 4: Recite the verse once each hour throughout your waking hours.

o Day 5: Recite the verse 5 times, then teach it to someone else.

¢ Day 6: Recite the verse from memory 10 times, visualizing the scene or truth it describes.

e Day 7: Recite the verse from memory 10 times, emphasizing different words each time.

Days 8-14: Short-term Reinforcement

* Recite the verse once daily for the next 7 days.
* Begin memorizing the next verse using the 7-day pattern above.

Days 15-49: Long-term Retention

* Recite the verse once every 7 days for the next 7 weeks.
¢ (Continue adding new verses using the method above.

Memory Aids
The Picture Method

1. Read the verse several times, focusing on its meaning.
2. Create a simple picture or symbol that represents the key concept.
3.When recalling the verse, visualize the picture first, then let it trigger the words.

The Hand Method
1. Assign each key phrase of the verse to a finger or part of your hand.

2. Touch each finger in sequence as you recite the corresponding phrase.
3.The physical motion creates another memory pathway in your brain.
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The First-Letter Method

1. Write down the first letter of each word in the verse.
2. Use these letters as prompts when practicing the verse.
3. Gradually reduce your dependence on these prompts.

Memory Verse Partner Accountability

To dramatically increase retention, pair with another person for weekly recitation and
encouragement:

1. Meet once per week (in person or virtually)

2.Recite current and previous verses to each other

3. Share how God is using these verses in your life

4. Pray for each other's continued growth and application

Journaling Component
Keep a "Scripture Memory Impact Journal” with these sections for each verse:

1. Initial insights when first memorizing

2.New understandings that emerge over time

3. Specific situations where the verse provided guidance

4, Ways the verse has transformed your thinking or behavior

This combination of methodical memorization, strategic review, visualization, physical
reinforcement, accountability, and application will ensure these Scriptures become deeply
embedded in your heart and mind, profoundly shaping your understanding and response to God's
call on your life.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES

COMPREHENSIVE SPIRITUAL GIFTS ASSESSMENT
Introduction

Understanding your spiritual gifts is essential to effectively responding to God's call. This
comprehensive assessment goes beyond simple identification to help you discover, develop, and
deploy your gifts in ways that honor God and serve others. Remember that spiritual gifts are always
given for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:7), not personal advancement or recognition.

Biblical Foundation for Spiritual Gifts

The New Testament identifies several key passages on spiritual gifts:

e Romans 12:6-8

¢ 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 27-31
e Ephesians 4:11-13

e 1 Peter 4:10-11

These passages reveal important truths about spiritual gifts:

1. Every believer has at least one gift

2.No one has all the gifts

3. Gifts differ in function but not in importance

4, All gifts are meant to build up the Body of Christ
5. Gifts are given according to God's sovereign choice

Comprehensive Gift Assessment
PART 1: SELF-ASSESSMENT INVENTORY

Instructions: Rate each statement from 1-5 based on how true it is of you: 1 = Not at all true 2 =
Rarely true 3 = Sometimes true 4 = Usually true 5 = Almost always true
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Teaching:

1.1 can explain Scripture in ways that help others understand and apply it.

2.1 enjoy studying topics in depth to share insights with others.

3. People have told me | make complex biblical concepts clear and practical.
4.1 find satisfaction in discipling others through systematic biblical instruction.
5.1 can spot doctrinal error or misinterpretations of Scripture.

Shepherding/Pastoring: 6. | feel drawn to nurture and quide others in their spiritual journeys. 7.1
naturally build long-term relationships where | provide ongoing spiritual care. 8.1 can sensitively
address character issues in others without causing offense. 9.1 find myself regularly praying for the
spiritual development of specific people. 10. I'm attentive to the emotional and spiritual needs of
others in my community.

Evangelism: 11.1 find it natural to talk about my faith with non-believers. 12. I've led multiple
people to faith in Christ. 13.1'm drawn to build relationships with people who don't know Christ. 14.
| can present the gospel clearly and persuasively. 15. I'm particularly burdened for those who don't
know Jesus.

Prophecy: 16.1 feel compelled to apply biblical truth to specific situations. 17.1 can discern root
issues behind problems or circumstances. 18. People say my words have uncanny timing or
relevance to their situation. 19. I'm comfortable speaking unpopular truth when necessary. 20. |
have a strong sense of God's holiness and humanity's need for repentance.

Serving: 21. 1 notice practical needs and take action before being asked. 22. | feel most fulfilled
when completing practical tasks that help others. 23. 1 prefer working behind the scenes rather
than upfront. 24. I'm drawn to find ways to lighten others' loads. 25. I'm quick to offer practical
assistance rather than just sympathy.
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Exhortation/Encouragement: 26. | naturally encourage others to keep going when they face
difficulties. 27. People seek me out for advice and counsel during challenging times. 28.1 can
motivate others to take action on biblical principles. 29. 1 find it easy to offer specific
encouragement rather than generic platitudes. 30.1 can usually help people find practical solutions
to their problems.

Giving: 31.1 consistently give beyond the expected tithe or percentage. 32. 1 find great joy in using
my resources to meet others' needs. 33.I'm quick to see financial or resource needs and respond. 34.
| manage my finances carefully to have more available for giving. 35. 1 give confidentially without
need for recognition.

Leadership: 36. | naturally see the big picture and can chart a course toward goals. 37. People follow
my direction willingly without feeling coerced. 38.1 can organize people and resources effectively
to accomplish objectives. 39.I'm energized by casting vision and mobilizing others toward it. 40. |
naturally delegate responsibilities based on others' strengths.

Mercy: 41.1'm drawn to those who are suffering or in distress. 42. | can empathize deeply with
others’ pain without becoming overwhelmed. 43. 1 find joy in bringing comfort to those in difficult
situations. 44. I'm patient with those who need emotional support for extended periods. 45.1 seem
to notice people’s emotional needs more quickly than others do.

Word of Wisdom: 46.1 can apply biblical principles to complex situations with good results. 47.
People seek my advice for difficult decisions. 48. | can see practical solutions to seemingly
unsolvable problems. 49.1 can often see how current choices will affect future outcomes. 50.1
discern underlying principles behind specific biblical commands.

Word of Knowledge: 51. | sometimes know things about people or situations that | couldn't know
naturally. 52. God reveals specific information to me that helps others. 53. I've shared insights that
later proved remarkably accurate. 54. | sometimes feel God prompting me to share specific
information with someone. 55. | often have a sense of what God is doing in someone’s life.
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Faith: 56. 1 remain confident in God's faithfulness even during difficult circumstances. 57.1 see
possibilities and solutions where others see obstacles. 58. I'm willing to step out based on God's
promises despite apparent risks. 59. My confidence in God often encourages others to trust Him
more. 60. | believe God for significant outcomes when others have given up.

Discernment: 61.1 can often identify whether an influence, teaching, or behavior is from God. 62. 1
quickly sense when something is spiritually amiss in a teaching or situation. 63.1 can usually tell
when someone is being honest or deceptive. 64. | notice inconsistencies between what people say
and what they do. 65. 1 can often see beyond appearances to people’s true motives or character.

Administration: 66. create efficient systems and procedures that help accomplish tasks. 67.1 easily
organize details, people, and resources to complete projects. 68. | can coordinate multiple aspects
of a task to achieve maximum effectiveness. 69. | create order out of organizational chaos. 70.1
enjoy planning and executing the details of projects.

Hospitality: 71. | enjoy opening my home to others and making them feel welcome. 72. 1 find
satisfaction in creating environments where people feel comfortable. 73.1'm sensitive to making
guests and newcomers feel included. 74. | create immediate rapport with strangers and can put
them at ease. 75. | naturally connect people with others who can help or support them.

Creative Communication: 76.| effectively communicate biblical truth through art, music, writing, or
other creative means. 77.1 can translate spiritual concepts into forms that touch people
emotionally. 78. | use creative expressions to help others connect with God. 79. 1 see how creative
approaches can make spiritual truth more accessible. 80. | find deep satisfaction in using artistic
gifts to glorify God.

Intercession: 81.1 spend significant time praying for others and see specific answers. 82. | feel a
special burden to pray when others might have given up. 83. I'm frequently drawn to pray for
specific people or situations. 84. 1 find that prayer comes more naturally to me than to many others.
85. 1 sense God's specific guidance about how to pray for particular situations.
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SCORING AND INTERPRETATION

For each gift category, add your scores from the five related questions:

¢ Teaching: Questions 1-5

e Shepherding: Questions 6-10
 Evangelism: Questions 11-15
 Prophecy: Questions 16-20

e Serving: Questions 21-25

o Exhortation: Questions 26-30

e Giving: Questions 31-35

¢ Leadership: Questions 36-40

e Mercy: Questions 41-45

o Word of Wisdom: Questions 46-50

e Word of Knowledge: Questions 51-55
e Faith: Questions 56-60

¢ Discernment: Questions 61-65

¢ Administration: Questions 66-70
 Hospitality: Questions 71-75

e (reative Communication: Questions 76-80
e Intercession: Questions 81-85

Interpretation:
e 20-25: Very strong gift (primary)
e 15-19: Strong gift (secondary)

e 10-14: Moderate gift (supporting)
e 5-9:Not a particularly evident gift

PART 2: CONFIRMATION ASSESSMENT

Identifying your spiritual gifts isn't just about self-assessment. Scripture indicates that gifts are
recognized and confirmed within the community of believers. Complete these additional steps:
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1. External Validation: Ask 3-5 people who know you well to identify what they see as your
strongest gifts. Compare their observations with your self-assessment.

2. Historical Evidence: List instances where you've served effectively and experienced
significant fruit or impact. What gifts were you expressing in those moments?

3. Passion Indicators: Which areas of ministry consistently energize rather than drain you? This
often indicates alignment with your gifting.

4. Community Affirmation: Have your gifts been recognized and affirmed by mature believers?
How have leaders encouraged you to serve based on what they observe in you?

Application Exercises for Key Spiritual Gifts

After identifying your primary and secondary gifts, use these exercises to develop and deploy them
effectively:

FOR THE GIFT OF TEACHING
Development Exercises:

1. Scripture Immersion: Commit to reading one book of the Bible 10 times in 30 days, taking
notes on new insights each time.

2. Explanation Practice: Select a difficult biblical concept and practice explaining it to three
different audiences: a child, a new believer,and a mature Christian.

3. Feedback Loop: Record yourself teaching a short lesson and ask an experienced teacher to
provide constructive feedback.

Application Contexts:
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* Small Group Setting: Lead a 4-6 week study on a biblical topic, focusing on practical
application.

* One-on-One Discipleship: Meet regularly with someone newer in faith, systematically
covering foundational truths.

 Written Communication: Start a blog or write articles explaining biblical concepts for your
church newsletter.

e Children/Youth Ministry: Develop age-appropriate lessons that make biblical truth accessible
and engaging.

e (Cross-Cultural: Adapt your teaching for different cultural contexts, focusing on universal
principles.

FOR THE GIFT OF SHEPHERDING/PASTORING
Development Exercises:

1. Prayer Mapping: Create a visual representation of those you're called to shepherd, with
specific prayer points for each person’s growth.

2. Listening Workshop: Practice reflective listening with a partner who provides feedback on
your ability to understand and respond appropriately.

3. Needs Assessment: Identify the unique spiritual, emotional, and practical needs of five
people in your sphere, and create individual care plans.

Application Contexts:

 Small Group Leadership: Foster community and spiritual growth in an ongoing group.

* Mentoring Program: Establish intentional mentoring relationships with clear expectations
and goals.

e (risis Support: Develop skills for supporting people through grief, marital difficulties, or faith
crises.

* New Member Integration: Help newcomers find their place in the church community.

* Recovery Ministry: Support those working through addictions or healing from past wounds.
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FOR THE GIFT OF EVANGELISM

Development Exercises:

1. Testimony Refinement: Craft and practice your testimony in three versions: 30 seconds, 2
minutes, and 5 minutes.

2. Worldview Study: Research common objections to Christianity in your cultural context and
develop thoughtful responses.

3. Active Listening: Practice drawing others out with questions before sharing your own
perspective.

Application Contexts:

e Friendship Evangelism: Intentionally build relationships with non-believers through shared
interests.

* Community Outreach: Organize or participate in events that connect with unchurched people
in your community.

* Digital Evangelism: Use social media or other online platforms to share your faith.

e (Cross-Cultural Missions: Partner with missionaries or participate in short-term mission
opportunities.

e Equipping Others: Train fellow believers to share their faith more effectively.

FOR THE GIFT OF PROPHECY
Development Exercises:

1. Scripture Saturation: Study biblical prophets’' methods and messages, noting patterns and
principles.

2. Application Practice: For each major news event, prayerfully consider what biblical principles
speak to the situation.

3. Accountability Structure: Establish relationships with mature believers who can help
evaluate prophetic impressions.
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Application Contexts:

Preaching/Teaching: Address contemporary issues with biblical truth and specific application.
Counseling: Help others see root issues behind surface problems.

Cultural Engagement: Speak truth to cultural trends from a biblical perspective.

Church Leadership: Provide insight about direction and decisions facing the church.
Intercessory Prayer: Pray with prophetic insight for specific situations and people.

FOR THE GIFT OF SERVING

Development Exercises:

1. Needs Inventory: Create a systematic way to identify practical needs others might miss.

2. Skill Expansion: Develop a new practical skill each quarter that could be useful in serving
others.

3. Boundary Practice: Learn to serve sustainably by establishing healthy boundaries and self-
care practices.

Application Contexts:

Practical Support: Provide meals, transportation, or childcare for those in need.
Church Operations: Assist with facilities, administration, or event logistics.
Community Service: Volunteer with organizations addressing practical needs.
Missions Support: Provide behind-the-scenes help for frontline ministers.
Hospitality Team: Create welcoming environments for church gatherings.

FOR THE GIFT OF EXHORTATION/ENCOURAGEMENT
Development Exercises:

1. Encouragement Journal: Record specific, personalized encouragement for three different
people daily.

2. Resource Library: Compile books, articles, and resources that address common growth
challenges.

3. Solution Focus: Practice shifting conversations from problem-dwelling to solution-finding.
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Application Contexts:

Support Groups: Facilitate groups for those facing similar challenges.

Follow-up Ministry: Connect with people after sermons to help apply the message.
Counseling: Provide biblical guidance for those making difficult decisions.

Communication Ministry: Write or speak words of encouragement through various channels.
Leadership Support: Come alongside leaders facing discouragement or obstacles.

FOR THE GIFT OF GIVING

Development Exercises:

1. Stewardship Plan: Create a comprehensive plan to increase your giving capacity over time.

2. Needs Research: Systematically research organizations and ministries to identify strategic
giving opportunities.

3. Lifestyle Audit: Evaluate your lifestyle choices to identify areas where simplicity could
increase giving capacity.

Application Contexts:

* Benevolence Ministry: Help identify and meet financial needs within the church.
e Missions Support: Strategically support missionaries or mission initiatives.
Community Development: Invest in projects that create sustainable change.
Ministry Startups: Provide seed funding for new ministry initiatives.

Education Sponsorship: Support theological education for emerging leaders.
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FOR THE GIFT OF LEADERSHIP

Development Exercises:

1. Vision Articulation: Practice writing and verbally communicating compelling vision
statements.

2. Team Building Workshop: Learn and apply principles of healthy team development and
dynamics.

3. Decision-Making Framework: Develop a systematic approach to making wise, timely
decisions.

Application Contexts:

* Ministry Direction: Provide leadership for specific ministry areas.

Project Management: Oversee initiatives with clear objectives and timelines.
Organizational Development: Help structure and systematize growing ministries.
Leadership Pipeline: Identify and develop emerging leaders.

Change Management: Guide organizations through necessary transitions.

FOR THE GIFT OF MERCY
Development Exercises:

1. Emotional Intelligence: Take an EQ assessment and develop areas needing growth.
2. Presence Practice: Learn techniques for being fully present with those who are suffering.
3. Compassion Boundaries: Establish practices that allow sustainable engagement with others

pain.

Application Contexts:

Hospital/Homebound Visitation: Bring comfort to those dealing with illness or isolation.
Grief Support: Walk alongside those experiencing loss.

Crisis Response: Provide immediate emotional support during traumatic events.

Special Needs Ministry: Support individuals and families affected by disabilities.
Rehabilitation Support: Encourage those recovering from addictions or destructive patterns.
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FOR THE GIFT OF ADMINISTRATION

Development Exercises:

1. Systems Analysis: Evaluate an existing ministry system and identify improvements.

2. Project Management Training: Learn formal project management methodologies.

3. Delegation Practice: Identify tasks that could be delegated and develop others to handle
them.

Application Contexts:

e Ministry Coordination: Organize and oversee ministry programs and their components.
Event Planning: Manage logistics for church or ministry events.

Volunteer Management: Recruit, schedule, and coordinate volunteer teams.

Process Development: Create sustainable systems for recurring activities.

Resource Allocation: Help steward financial and human resources effectively.

Gift Interaction and Team Dynamics

Spiritual gifts are designed to function in community, not isolation. Understanding how your gifts
interact with others' creates powerful ministry synergy.

Complementary Gift Combinations:

Teaching + Mercy = Truth communicated with sensitivity

Prophecy + Encouragement = Conviction coupled with hope
Leadership + Administration = Vision with practical implementation
Evangelism + Hospitality = Outreach with genuine welcome
Serving + Giving = Practical needs met with necessary resources
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Team Effectiveness Exercise:

1. Map the gifts represented on your ministry team

2. |dentify gaps or imbalances

3. Discuss how different gifts provide necessary perspectives

4. Create specific structures for gifts to complement rather than compete

"SHADOW SIDE" AWARENESS

Understanding the Shadow Side of Strengths

Every strength, including spiritual gifts, has a potential "shadow side’-ways the gift can be misused,
distorted, or overextended. This awareness helps prevent these gifts from becoming liabilities that

damage rather than build the Body of Christ.

The shadow side emerges when:

A gift operates without the balancing influence of other gifts
Character development hasn't kept pace with gift development
Wounding or unhealth influences how the gift is expressed
Pride begins to attach to the exercise of the gift

The gift becomes an identity rather than a stewardship

Shadow Side Analysis of Spiritual Gifts

TEACHING

Positive Expression:

Clearly explaining biblical truth

Making complex concepts accessible

Helping others apply Scripture to daily life
Building others' biblical literacy and discernment
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Shadow Side Manifestations:

» Knowledge Pride: Valuing intellectual understanding over transformed character

e Truth without Grace: Becoming harsh, critical, or impatient with those who don't understand
* Relationship Neglect: Focusing on content delivery at the expense of personal connection

» Complexity Addiction: Making simple truths unnecessarily complicated to display knowledge

Warning Signs:

Do you feel superior to those with less biblical knowledge?

Are you more excited about discovering new information than seeing lives transformed?
Do people feel judged rather than equipped by your teaching?

Is your teaching more focused on impressing than impacting?

Safeguards:

1. Reqularly ask: "How is this truth changing me first?"

2. Invite feedback about both content and delivery manner

3. Balance study time with relational investment

4. Practice vulnerability about your own struggles to apply what you teach

SHEPHERDING/PASTORING

Positive Expression:

Providing spiritual care and guidance
Nurturing others' faith development

Creating safe spaces for growth and healing
Walking alongside others through challenges
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Shadow Side Manifestations:

* Unhealthy Dependence: Creating followers who depend on you rather than maturing
* Rescuer Complex: Taking responsibility for others’ spiritual growth

* Boundary Failure: Becoming enmeshed in others’ lives at expense of your own health
* (onflict Avoidance: Prioritizing harmony over necessary confrontation

Warning Signs:

Do people remain perpetually dependent on your guidance?
Are you exhausted from carrying others' emotional burdens?
Have you neglected your own family to care for your "flock"?
Do you avoid addressing sinful patterns in those you shepherd?

Safeguards:

1. Establish clear boundaries around time, emotional investment, and responsibility
2. Develop systems that promote others' growth toward independence

3. Practice appropriate transparency about your own need for support

4. Cultivate accountability relationships where others can pastor you

PROPHECY

Positive Expression:

e Speaking timely truth into specific situations

e (alling people back to God's standards

e Providing clarity about God's perspective

e |dentifying root issues behind surface problems
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Shadow Side Manifestations:

 Harshness: Delivering truth without love or compassion

e (ritical Spirit: Focusing exclusively on what's wrong

* Black/White Thinking: Losing sight of grace and process

e Superiority: Believing you alone see clearly while others are compromised

Warning Signs:

Do people feel condemned rather than convicted by your words?
Are you known more for what you're against than what you're for?
Do you find yourself isolated because others find you too intense?
Are you impatient with the spiritual growth process in others?

Safeguards:

1. Balance truth-telling with encouragement and hope

2. Submit prophetic impressions to wise counsel before sharing

3. Examine your motives before speaking challenging words

4. Develop relationships with those having gifts of mercy and encouragement

EVANGELISM

Positive Expression:

e Effectively communicating the gospel
 Drawing others to consider Christ

e Building bridges with non-believers

e Helping others discover their need for salvation
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Shadow Side Manifestations:

* Project View: Seeing people as conversion targets rather than persons

e Results Obsession: Valuing decisions over genuine discipleship

» Methodology Rigidity: Insisting everyone must evangelize your way
 Judgment: Looking down on believers who are less outwardly evangelistic

Warning Signs:

Do you lose interest in people once they've made a decision for Christ?
Are you more concerned with conversion statistics than transformed lives?
Do you shame other believers for not evangelizing enough?

Have your methods become more important than the message?

Safeguards:

1. Develop deep, no-agenda friendships with non-believers

2. Partner with those gifted in discipleship for healthy follow-up

3. Appreciate diverse evangelistic approaches based on personality and context
4, Measure success by faithfulness rather than only decisions

SERVING

Positive Expression:

» Meeting practical needs effectively

e Supporting others' ministry efforts

e (reating capacity for others to function

e Demonstrating Christ's love through action
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Shadow Side Manifestations:

 Martyr Complex: Serving to gain recognition or appreciation
 Enablement: Doing for others what they should do for themselves
e |dentity Confusion: Deriving worth exclusively from what you do
e Burnout: Serving beyond healthy limits and resenting it

Warning Signs:

Do you feel resentful when your service goes unnoticed?

Are you unable to receive service from others?

Have you neglected your primary responsibilities to serve elsewhere?
Do you feel quilty saying 'no” to any service opportunity?

Safeguards:

1. Examine motivations reqularly—serve as unto the Lord, not for recognition
2. Establish sustainable serving rhythms with adequate rest

3. Learn to receive as well as give

4. Develop discernment about which needs to meet and which to decline

LEADERSHIP

Positive Expression:

¢ (asting compelling vision

e Mobilizing others toward shared goals
» Making wise and timely decisions

¢ Developing other leaders
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Shadow Side Manifestations:

e Authoritarianism: Leading through control rather than influence

e Self-Reliance: Failing to collaborate or delegate

* |dentity Fusion: Deriving primary worth from leadership position

* Relationship Instrumentalism: Valuing people for what they contribute to your vision

Warning Signs:

Do you become frustrated when others question your decisions?

Is your sense of worth tied to your leadership position or success?

Do you struggle to develop leaders who might surpass you?

Has your family suffered from your leadership commitments elsewhere?

Safeguards:

1. Establish systems of genuine accountability with real authority

2. Deliberately develop leaders who complement your weaknesses

3. Cultivate an identity separate from your leadership role

4, Regularly assess how leadership is affecting your primary relationships

MERCY

Positive Expression:

e Providing emotional support to those suffering
 (reating safe spaces for healing

¢ Extending compassion to the marginalized

e Sensing and responding to others' pain
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Shadow Side Manifestations:

e Enabling Dysfunction: Alleviating consequences that should produce growth
* Emotional Enmeshment: Taking on others’ emotions as your own

e Truth Avoidance: Being so compassionate that necessary truth isn't spoken

* Savior Complex: Needing to be needed by those who are hurting

Warning Signs:

Do you find yourself emotionally exhausted from carrying others' burdens?
Have you prioritized comfort over necessary change in those you help?

Do you struggle to establish boundaries with needy people?

Are you attracted to relationships where you're the rescuer?

Safeguards:

1. Develop clear boundaries about emotional investment and responsibility
2. Partner with those having gifts of prophecy or teaching for balanced care
3. Practice healthy detachment—caring deeply without taking ownership
4. Establish restorative practices that replenish your emotional reserves

Identifying Your Personal Shadow Side Tendencies

Complete this self-assessment to identify your particular vulnerability to shadow side expressions:

1. Which of your spiritual gifts has received the most affirmation or recognition?
2.When do you feel most threatened or defensive about your area of gifting?

3. What criticism about your gift expression would hurt the most if true?

4. In what ways might you be deriving your identity from your gift rather than Christ?
5.Where do you see imbalance in how you express your primary gifts?
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Developing Safeguards for Your Specific Gifting
Personal Safeguard Plan:
1.Accountability Structure

o |dentify 1-2 people who understand your gifts and shadow tendencies

o Establish specific questions they should regularly ask you

o Schedule consistent check-ins focused on gift stewardship
2.Balance Through Complementary Relationships

o |dentify which gifts provide healthy balance to your primary gifts

o Intentionally partner with those having complementary gifts

o Validate and learn from perspectives different from your natural orientation
3.Character Development Focus

o |dentify character qualities that need development to properly steward your gifts
o (Create specific growth plans for these areas
o Regularly assess character growth alongside gift effectiveness

4. ldentity Reinforcement

o Establish practices that reinforce your identity in Christ apart from gifting

o Schedule regular sabbaticals from using your primary gift
o (Cultivate areas of life and ministry outside your primary gifting

Common Ministry Pitfalls and Their Prevention
PITFALL: GIFT PROJECTION
Description: Expecting others to be motivated by or function through your particular gifting.

Example: A teacher expecting everyone to love in-depth Bible study, or an evangelist being
frustrated that others don't share faith as readily.
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Prevention:

1. Study and appreciate the full spectrum of spiritual gifts

2. Intentionally validate expressions different from your own

3. Adjust expectations based on others’ gifting rather than yours
4. Create systems that honor diverse gift expressions

PITFALL: GIFTEDNESS WITHOUT CHARACTER

Description: Developing gift expression without corresponding character development.
Example: A powerful teacher who lacks humility, or a charismatic leader who lacks integrity.
Prevention:

1. Prioritize character development over skill enhancement

2. Establish accountability specifically addressing character blind spots
3. Create space between affirmation and self-worth

4. Invite feedback about character, not just effectiveness

PITFALL: SOLO MINISTRY
Description: Operating in isolation rather than in complementary community.

Example: A prophet functioning without the balance of mercy, or an administrator without visionary
input.

Prevention:

1. Intentionally build teams with diverse gifting

2. Establish decision processes that incorporate multiple perspectives
3. Share ministry ownership rather than maintaining control

4, Seek regular input from those with different gift orientations
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PITFALL: GIFT IDOLATRY

Description: Making your spiritual gift the primary source of identity and worth.

Example: Basing your value on ministry success or being unable to imagine life without your
particular role.

Prevention:

1. Practice regular sabbath from gift expression

2. Develop interests and relationships unrelated to your ministry

3. Submit to seasons where your gift is not prominently used

4., Ground identity firmly in being God's child rather than His worker

Creating a Personal Shadow Prevention Plan

Based on your primary spiritual gifts and self-assessment of shadow tendencies, create a
personalized prevention plan:

My primary gifts are:The shadow side tendencies I'm most vulnerable to:Early warning signs
that indicate shadow drift:People who will provide specific accountability:Questions | need to
be asked regularly:Complementary gifts | need in close proximity:Regular practices that will
keep me healthy:Boundaries | need to establish or maintain:

Redemptive Use of Shadow Awareness

Understanding your shadow side isn't just about prevention—it can actually enhance ministry
effectiveness when properly integrated:
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1. Vulnerability as Ministry: Sharing your shadow struggles creates authentic connection and
helps others recognize their own.

2. Empathy Development: Awareness of your weaknesses increases compassion for others’
struggles.

3.Team Strengthening: Acknowledging limitations encourages healthy interdependence rather
than unhealthy independence.

4., Realistic Expectations: Understanding shadow tendencies creates grace-filled perspective on
leadership failures.

5. Spiritual Formation: The humility that comes from shadow awareness accelerates spiritual
growth.

Remember: The goal isn't to eliminate gifting because of shadow risks, but to steward gifts with
wisdom, humility, and character so they achieve their intended purpose—building up the Body of
Christ for works of service that bring glory to God.

HOW TO USE THIS INDEX

1. Thematic Study: Choose a theme that resonates with your current season or question about
God’s call, and study all related verses to gain a comprehensive understanding.

2. Sermon or Teaching Preparation: Use this index to quickly locate relevant passages when
preparing messages on calling, purpose, or service.

3. Personal Reflection: Select one passage from each category to meditate on throughout the
week, journaling insights about how God is speaking to you through these Scriptures.

4. Group Discussion: Have each group member select a different verse from the same theme,
study it independently, then come together to share insights.

5.Memorization Plan: Choose one verse from each major section to memorize over the course
of this devotional study.

6. Prayer Focus: Use these Scriptures as prompts for prayer, asking God to reveal and confirm
His specific call on your life.

7. Cross-Reference Study: When a particular verse speaks powerfully to you, look up its related
passages in this index to deepen your understanding of that concept.
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Remember that Scripture interprets Scripture. When seeking to understand God’s call on your life,
allow the full counsel of God's Word to guide you rather than isolating individual verses out of
context.

Called by God's Grace

e Exodus 33:19 —"And He said, | Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will
proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious,
and will show compassion on whom | will show compassion.”

e Romans 11:5-6 — "In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a
remnant according to God's gracious choice. But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of
works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.’

e 1 Corinthians 15:10 — "But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me did
not prove vain; but | labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with
me.’

e (alatians 1:15 — "But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and
called me through His grace, was pleased...'

¢ Ephesians 2:8-9 — "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.'

e 2 Timothy 1:9 — "Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity.’

e Titus 3:4-5 — "But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according
to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit."

Called to Make Disciples
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e Matthew 28:19-20 — "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.’

e Mark 16:15 —"And He said to them, 'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all
creation.”

o Luke 24:46-48 — "And He said to them, Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and
rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be
proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things.”

e John 20:21 - "So Jesus said to them again, 'Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, |
also send you.”

e Acts 1:8 —"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth.”

* Acts 13:47 —"For so the Lord has commanded us, 'l| have placed You as a light for the
Gentiles, That You may bring salvation to the end of the earth.”

e Romans 10:14-15 — "How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How
will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a
preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 'How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news of good things!™

e 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 — "Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.'

e 2 Timothy 2:2 — "The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”

e 1 Peter 3:15 — "But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with
gentleness and reverence.'
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Called to Bear Fruit
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e Psalm 1:3 — "He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in
its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.’

e [saiah 37:31 —"The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward
and bear fruit upward."

e Jeremiah 17:7-8 — "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD.
For he will be like a tree planted by the water, That extends its roots by a stream And will not
fear when the heat comes; But its leaves will be green, And it will not be anxious in a year of
drought Nor cease to yield fruit.'

e Matthew 3:8 — "Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance.’

o Matthew 7:17-20 —"So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A
good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them by
their fruits.’

e Matthew 13:23 —"And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man
who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty."

e John 15:2 —"Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch
that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.'

e John 15:5 —"l am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and | in him, he bears
much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.'

e John 15:8 — "My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My
disciples.’

* John 15:16 —"You did not choose Me but | chose you, and appointed you that you would go
and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My
name He may give to you.'

e Romans 7:4 — "Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the
body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead,
in order that we might bear fruit for God."

e (alatians 5:22-23 - "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

e Philippians 1:11 —"Having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God."
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e (olossians 1:10 —"So that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God."

e James 3:17-18 — "But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose
fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace."## PURPOSE AND
MEANING IN LIFE

Our Primary Purpose

e Ecclesiastes 12:13 — "The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His
commandments, because this applies to every person.’

e |saiah 43:7 — "Everyone who is called by My name, And whom | have created for My glory,
Whom | have formed, even whom | have made.”

o Matthew 22:37-38 — "And He said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and foremost
commandment.’

e Romans 11:36 —"For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the
glory forever. Amen.’

e 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — "Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body."

e 1 Corinthians 10:31 — "Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory
of God."

e Ephesians 1:11-12 —"Also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that
we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.’

* C(olossians 1:16 — "For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have
been created through Him and for Him."

 Revelation 4:11 — "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and
power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.’

Finding Meaning Through Service
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o Matthew 20:25-28 — "But Jesus called them to Himself and said, 'You know that the rulers of
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. It is not this
way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,and
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

e John 13:12-17 —"So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at
the table again, He said to them, Do you know what | have done to you? You call Me Teacher
and Lord; and you are right, for so | am. If | then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | gave you an example that you also should
do as | did to you. Truly, truly, | say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one
who is sent greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them.”

e Acts 20:35 —"In everything | showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help
the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”

e Romans 12:1 - "Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.’

¢ (alatians 5:13-14 - "For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your
freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole
Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

e (alatians 6:9-10 — "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do
not grow weary. So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,and
especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

e Ephesians 2:10 — "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.’

1 Peter 4:10 —"As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

Finding Fulfillment in God's Will
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e Psalm 16:11 — "You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of
joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.’

e Psalm 37:4 —"Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.’

e Psalm 84:10 — "For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand outside. | would rather
stand at the threshold of the house of my God Than dwell in the tents of wickedness.’

e Psalm 119:35 — "Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, For | delight in it.’

 Proverbs 3:13-18 —"How blessed is the man who finds wisdom And the man who gains
understanding. For her profit is better than the profit of silver And her gain better than fine
gold. She is more precious than jewels; And nothing you desire compares with her. Long life
is in her right hand; In her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are pleasant ways And all
her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her,And happy are all who
hold her fast.'

e Jeremiah 29:11 —"For | know the plans that | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for
welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.’

o Matthew 6:33 — "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.'

e John 10:10 — "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly.’

e John 15:10-11 - "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as | have
kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. These things | have spoken to you so
that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full

e Romans 12:2 —"And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect.’

e Philippians 4:11-13 —"Not that | speak from want, for | have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances | am. | know how to get along with humble means, and | also know
how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of being
filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. | can do all things
through Him who strengthens me.’

e 1 Timothy 6:6 — "But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by
contentment.'### The Cost of Answering God's Call
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o Matthew 8:19-22 — "Then a scribe came and said to Him, ‘Teacher, | will follow You wherever
You go. Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head. Another of the disciples said to Him, 'Lord, permit
me first to go and bury my father. But Jesus said to him, 'Follow Me, and allow the dead to
bury their own dead.”

o Matthew 10:37-39 — "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and
he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take
his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who has found his life will lose it,and
he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.'

e Matthew 16:24-26 — "Then Jesus said to His disciples, 'If anyone wishes to come after Me, he
must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life
will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his
soul?"

e Mark 10:28-30 — "Peter began to say to Him, 'Behold, we have left everything and followed
You. Jesus said, Truly | say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel's sake, but that he will
receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters
and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come,
eternal life."

 Luke 9:57-62 —"As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, 'l will follow You
wherever You go. And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head. And He said to another, 'Follow Me!
But he said, 'Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father. But He said to him, Allow the
dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of
God. Another also said, | will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at
home. But Jesus said to him, No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is
fit for the kingdom of God."
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e Luke 14:25-33 —"Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to
them, 'If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple... So then,
none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.”

e John 12:24-26 — "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it,and he
who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. If anyone serves Me, he must
follow Me; and where | am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father
will honor him/’

e Acts 20:22-24 - "And now, behold, bound by the Spirit, | am on my way to Jerusalem, not
knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in
every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me. But | do not consider my life of any
account as dear to myself, so that | may finish my course and the ministry which | received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God."

e 2 Corinthians 4:8-12 — "We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying
about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
body. For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death works in us, but life in you."

e 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 — "Are they servants of Christ?—1 speak as if insane—I more so; in far
more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of
death. Five times | received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. Three times | was beaten with
rods, once | was stoned, three times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent in the
deep. | have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers
from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; | have been in labor and
hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and
exposure. Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all
the churches.”
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e Philippians 3:7-8 — "But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as
loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ.'

e 2 Timothy 2:3-4 - "Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier in
active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one
who enlisted him as a soldier.’

e Hebrews 11:24-26 - "By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh'’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.# TOPICAL SCRIPTURE INDEX

A Comprehensive Collection of Verses on Calling, Purpose, and Service

This index provides an extensive collection of Scripture passages organized by theme to facilitate
deeper study on God's calling, purpose, and service. All verses are from the New American Standard
Bible (NASB).

THE NATURE OF GOD'S CALL

God's Initiative in Calling
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e Genesis 12:1-3 — "Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, And from your
relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will show you; And | will make you
into a great nation, And | will bless you, And make your name great; And you shall be a
blessing; And | will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you | will curse. And
in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

e Exodus 3:4 — "When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the
midst of the bush and said,'Moses, Moses!' And he said, 'Here | am."

e 1 Samuel 3:10 — "Then the LORD came and stood, and called as at the other times: "Samuel,
Samuel!' And Samuel said, 'Speak, for Your servant is listening.”

e [saiah 6:8 — "Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying,'Whom shall | send, and who will go
for Us?' Then | said, 'Here am I. Send me!™

e Jeremiah 1:4-5 —"Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘Before | formed you in the
womb | knew you, And before you were born | consecrated you; | have appointed you as a
prophet to the nations.”

e Amos 7:14-15 — "Then Amos replied to Amaziah, 'l am not a prophet, nor am | the son of a
prophet; for | am a herdsman and a grower of sycamore figs. But the LORD took me from
following the flock and the LORD said to me, "Go, prophesy to My people Israel.™*

o Matthew 4:18-20 — "Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers,
Simon, who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen. And He said to them, 'Follow Me, and | will make you fishers of people.
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.'

e John 15:16 —"You did not choose Me but | chose you, and appointed you that you would go
and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My
name He may give to you.'

e Acts 9:15 — "But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My
name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.”

e Romans 8:30 — "And these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called,
He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified."

e 1 Corinthians 1:9 - "God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord."
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e (alatians 1:15-16 — "But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and
called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that | might preach Him
among the Gentiles, | did not immediately consult with flesh and blood."

e 2 Timothy 1:9 —"Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity”

e Hebrews 11:8 — "By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place
which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was

going.'

e 1 Peter 2:9 - "But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God's own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light.’

e 2 Peter 1:10 — "Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the more diligent to make certain
about His calling and choice of you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never
stumble’’
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The Personal Nature of God's Call

e Exodus 33:17 —"The LORD said to Moses, 'l will also do this thing of which you have spoken;
for you have found favor in My sight and | have known you by name.”

e |saiah 43:1 — "But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O
Israel, 'Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name; you are Mine!”

e Isaiah 49:1 — "Listen to Me, islands, And pay attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD
called Me from the womb; From the body of My mother He named Me.’

e Jeremiah 1:5 —"Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, And before you were born |
consecrated you; | have appointed you as a prophet to the nations."

 John 10:3 - "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out.’

e John 20:16 — "Jesus said to her,'Mary!' She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, 'Rabboni!"
(which means, Teacher)"

e Acts 9:4 —"And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 'Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me?"

¢ Romans 1:6-7 —"Among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; to all who are beloved
of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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The Gift-Based Nature of Calling

* Romans 12:6-8 — "Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of
us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if
service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy,
with cheerfulness.’

e 1 Corinthians 7:7 — "Yet | wish that all men were even as | myself am. However, each man
has his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that.'

e 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 — "Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God
who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good.”

e 1 Corinthians 12:11 —"But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to
each one individually just as He wills."

e Ephesians 4:7-8 — "But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of
Christ's gift. Therefore it says,'When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives,
And He gave gifts to men.”

o 1 Peter 4:10-11 —"As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is
speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.’
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Responding to God's Call
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e Genesis 12:4 —"So Abram went, as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran."

e Exodus 4:10-12 — "Then Moses said to the LORD, ‘Please, Lord, | have never been eloquent,
neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for | am slow of
speech and slow of tongue. The LORD said to him,'Who has made man's mouth? Or who
makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now then go,and |, even |,
will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say."

e Joshua 24:15 - "If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves
today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond
the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my
house, we will serve the LORD.

¢ 1 Samuel 3:10 — "Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, 'Samuel!
Samuel!" And Samuel said, 'Speak, for Your servant is listening.”

e |saiah 6:8 — "Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying,"'Whom shall | send, and who will go
for Us?' Then | said, 'Here am I. Send me!™

e Jonah 1:1-3 —"The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, Arise, go to
Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me. But
Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. So he went down to Joppa,
found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with
them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

o Matthew 4:18-22 — "Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers,
Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen. And He said to them, 'Follow Me, and | will make you fishers of men. Immediately
they left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their
nets; and He called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.'

e Matthew 19:21-22 —"Jesus said to him, 'If you wish to be complete, go and sell your
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.
But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who
owned much property.”

e Acts 26:19 —"So, King Agrippa, | did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision."
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THE PURPOSE OF GOD'S CALL

Called to Salvation
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¢ Romans 1:6-7 —"Among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; to all who are beloved
of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.'

e Romans 8:28-30 — "And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He
would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also
called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also
glorified.”

e 1 Corinthians 1:9 - "God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord."

e (alatians 1:6 — "l am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the
grace of Christ, for a different gospel.’

e Ephesians 1:18 —"| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints.’

¢ 2 Thessalonians 2:14 — "It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

e 2 Timothy 1:9 — "Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity”

e Hebrews 3:1 — "Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the
Apostle and High Priest of our confession.’

e 1 Peter 2:9 — "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's
own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light’

e Jude 1:1 —"Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the
called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ.'

 Revelation 17:14 — "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome
them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the
called and chosen and faithful."
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Called to Sanctification

e Romans 8:29 - "For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to
the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren.’

¢ 1 Corinthians 1:2 — "To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been
sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours."

e Ephesians 1:4 — "Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
would be holy and blameless before Him."

e Ephesians 4:1 — "Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner
worthy of the calling with which you have been called”

¢ 1 Thessalonians 4:7 — "For God has not called us for impurity, but in sanctification.’

e 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 —"But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren
beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through
sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for this He called you through our
gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."

e 2 Timothy 1:9 — "Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity”

e Hebrews 12:14 — "Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one
will see the Lord."

e 1 Peter 1:15-16 — "But like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your
behavior; because it is written, 'You shall be holy, for | am holy."
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Called to Service/Ministry

 Exodus 3:10 - "Therefore, come now, and | will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring
My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.’

e [saiah 6:8-9 —"Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying,'Whom shall | send, and who will
go for Us?' Then | said, Here am |. Send me!' He said, 'Go, and tell this people..."

e Jeremiah 1.7 — "But the LORD said to me, 'Do not say, "l am a youth,’ Because everywhere |
send you, you shall go,And all that | command you, you shall speak.”

e Matthew 9:37-38 — "Then He said to His disciples, The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”

e Matthew 28:19-20 - "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that |
commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.’

e Acts 13:2 —"While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 'Set
apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them.”

e Acts 20:24 - "But | do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that | may
finish my course and the ministry which | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of
the gospel of the grace of God."

e Romans 1:1 - "Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God."

e Romans 10:14-15 — "How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How
will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a
preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 'How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news of good things!”

e 1 Corinthians 9:16 — "For if | preach the gospel, | have nothing to boast of, for | am under
compulsion; for woe is me if | do not preach the gospel.

e 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 — "Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God."
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¢ Ephesians 3:7-8 — "Of which | was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which
was given to me according to the working of His power. To me, the very least of all saints, this
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ."

e Ephesians 4:11-12 —"And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ.'

e (olossians 4:17 — "Say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which you have received in
the Lord, that you may fulfill it."

e 1 Timothy 1:12 —"| thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He
considered me faithful, putting me into service.'

e 2 Timothy 4:5 — "But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.’
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Called to Specific Roles in the Body of Christ

e Romans 12:4-8 — "For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do
not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,
each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his
faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy,
with cheerfulness.’

e 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 — "Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God
who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good...

e 1 Corinthians 12:27-31 — "Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it. And God
has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles,
then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. All are not apostles,
are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of
miracles, are they? All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues,
do they? All do not interpret, do they? But earnestly desire the greater gifts.And | show you a
still more excellent way.’

e Ephesians 4:11-13 —"And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the fullness of Christ."

e 1 Peter 4:10-11 —"As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is
speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.’



THE CALL OF GOD DEVOTIONAL

(alled to Suffering
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e Matthew 5:10-12 — "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you
and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.’

e Matthew 10:22 —"You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has
endured to the end who will be saved.’

e John 15:18-20 - "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If
you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world,
but | chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. Remember the word
that | said to you, A slave is not greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.’

e Acts 9:15-16 — "But the Lord said to him, 'Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear
My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for | will show him how much
he must suffer for My name’s sake.”

e Romans 8:17 — "And if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed
we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him."

e Philippians 1:29 — "For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in
Him, but also to suffer for His sake."

e 1 Thessalonians 3:3 — "So that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you
yourselves know that we have been destined for this.’

2 Timothy 1:8 — "Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God."

e 2 Timothy 3:12 —"Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.’

e 1 Peter 2:20-21 — "For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you
endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently
endure it, this finds favor with God. For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps."

e 1 Peter 4:12-13 - "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes
upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the
degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the
revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.’
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THE PRACTICE OF LIVING OUT GOD'S CALL

Discerning God's Call
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e Psalm 25:4-5 — "Make me know Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your
truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You | wait all the day.

e Psalm 32:8 —"I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will
counsel you with My eye upon you."

e Psalm 143:8 — "Let me hear Your lovingkindness in the morning; For | trust in You; Teach me
the way in which | should walk; For to You I Lift up my soul”

* Proverbs 3:5-6 — "Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.’

e Isaiah 30:21 — "Your ears will hear a word behind you, This is the way, walk in it, whenever
you turn to the right or to the left”

e |saiah 58:11 —"And the LORD will continually guide you, And satisfy your desire in scorched
places, And give strength to your bones; And you will be like a watered garden, And like a
spring of water whose waters do not fail.

e Jeremiah 29:11-13 - "For | know the plans that | have for you, declares the LORD, ‘plans for
welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and
come and pray to Me, and | will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you search
for Me with all your heart.’

o Matthew 7:7-8 —"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks it will be opened.’

e John 10:3-4 —"To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice."

e James 1:5-6 — "But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in faith
without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by
the wind."

e 1 John 2:27 - "As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you
have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and
is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him."
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Faithfulness to God's Call
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e 1 Corinthians 4:2 —"In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found
trustworthy."

e 1 Corinthians 15:58 — "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

e (alatians 6:9 — "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not
grow weary.'

e Ephesians 4:1 — "Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner
worthy of the calling with which you have been called.

¢ (olossians 3:23-24 — "Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord
Christ whom you serve.’

e 1 Thessalonians 5:24 — "Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass."

e 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 —"To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count
you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with
power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ."

e 2 Timothy 4:7-8 — "I have fought the good fight, | have finished the course, | have kept the
faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have
loved His appearing.’

e Hebrews 10:36 — "For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of
God, you may receive what was promised.”

e Hebrews 12:1-2 — "Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us,and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."

e James 1:12 —"Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved,
he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.'

e 2 Peter 1:10 — "Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His
calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble.’




THE CALL OF GOD DEVOTIONAL

¢ Revelation 2:10 - "Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast
some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life."
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Serving Others as Part of God's Call

e Mark 10:43-45 - "But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great
among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of
all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many.'

e John 13:12-17 —"So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at
the table again, He said to them, Do you know what | have done to you? You call Me Teacher
and Lord; and you are right, for so | am. If | then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | gave you an example that you also should
do as | did to you. Truly, truly, | say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one
who is sent greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them.”

e Romans 12:9-13 - "Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; not
lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering
in tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing
hospitality.”

e 1 Corinthians 9:19 —"For though | am free from all men, | have made myself a slave to all, so
that | may win more.’

e (alatians 5:13-14 —"For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your
freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole
Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

e (alatians 6:2 — "Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ."

e (alatians 6:9-10 — "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do
not grow weary. So then, while we have opportunity, et us do good to all people, and
especially to those who are of the household of the faith.’

¢ Ephesians 2:10 — "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.’

e Ephesians 6:7-8 — "With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing
that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether
slave or free.'
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e Philippians 2:3-4 — "Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind
regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests of others.’

e (olossians 3:23-24 — "Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord
Christ whom you serve.’

e 1Timothy 5:10 —"Having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if
she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has assisted
those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work."

e Titus 2:14 — "Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify
for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.’

e Hebrews 6:10 — "For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the Love which you have
shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.’

e Hebrews 13:16 — "And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is
pleased.’

e James 2:14-17 — "What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily
food, and one of you says to them,'Go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet you do not
give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works,
is dead, being by itself.

o 1 Peter 4:10-11 —"As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is
speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.’
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THE ECHO OF YOUR NAME

A Poem for Those Seeking God's Call

I strain to hear Your voice amid the noise,
The clamor of a thousand urgent choices.
The world speaks loud with its demanding tone,
While You—so often—whisper, soft as stone
Worn smooth by water patient, gentle touch.

I've looked for burning bushes, pillars, such
Dramatic signs as prophets once received,
Yet overlooked the ways You've interweaved
Your call through ordinary moments, days
When nothing seemed remarkable. Your ways
Are seldom thunder, more the gentle rain
That nourishes the soil, again, again.

They told me that Your call would come with light—
A clear directive, path laid out so bright
I couldn’t miss it. Yet | stand confused
At crossroads, wondering if I've refused
To see what should be obvious, or if
Perhaps Your calling comes within the gift
Of daily faithfulness in small, unseen
Devotions, working in the space between
The spectacular and mundane, where most
Of life unfolds without a hint or boast.,
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I've envied those whose purpose seemed so clear
From childhood—physician, teacher, seer—
While | have wandered, sampling different dreams,
Abandoned trails that lost their glow. It seems
That some were born with compass firmly set,
While | keep searching, have not found mine yet.

But what if calling isn't just one thing?
What if it shifts like seasons, has its spring,
Its summer, autumn, winter? What if You
Have multiple assignments, roles anew
For different chapters? What if calling’s not
A single star but constellations, plot
Points forming patterns through the passing years,
Revealing purpose through both joys and tears?

| see now how You've threaded through my past
The themes of what You've called me to. At last,
The fragments form a pattern—not complete,
But clearer than before. Each small defeat,
Each unexpected victory, each pain,
Each blessing—none were wasted, all remain
Essential pieces of Your master plan,
Far more creative than what | began
Imagining when first | asked Your will.

The call was never static, standing still,
But living, breathing, growing as 1've grown,
Maturing as I've matured, always sown
With seeds of who You made me from the start,
Yet flourishing in ways | couldn’t chart.
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So now | listen differently. | strain
Not just for future guidance, but the grain
Of wisdom in this present moment, how
To faithfully embody here and now
The person You've created me to be.
The calling isn't distant—it is me
Becoming fully who You've made, aligned
With Your great Story, our purposes twined,

I may not see the endpoint of this road,
Or understand completely how the load
| carry serves Your kingdom. That's okay.
I'm learning that Your call is in the way
I walk this path with You, not just where to,
Finding my purpose in what I can do
Today, with love, with faithfulness, with care,
Trusting tomorrow’s calling will be there.

Your voice still echoes through my deepest heart—
Not always as direction, but the art

Of learning who | am in You, and who

You are in me. This calling stretches through
My past and future, anchored in today,
As in Your grace, | simply hear You say

My name. And in that name, my calling lives,

Unfolds, evolves, through all the gifts You give.
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So speak, Lord. | am listening, not just for
Instructions, but communion. More and more,
I understand Your call is first to be
In relationship with You, to see
Your face, and in that seeing, find my place—
My calling born of wonder at Your grace.




