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Introduction: PTSD and
the Gospel



PTSD AND THE GOSPEL

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, or PTSD, is a mental health condition that arises after a
person experiences or witnesses a traumatic event. It can affect anyone who has encountered
life-altering stress—whether through war, natural disasters, abuse, violence, or serious
accidents. PTSD isn't just a temporary reaction; it's a deeply rooted condition that can make

even daily life feel overwhelming.

For those affected, symptoms may appear as vivid flashbacks, persistent avoidance of
reminders of the trauma, ongoing negative thoughts, and constant feelings of unease or
hypervigilance. Left untreated, PTSD can disrupt nearly every part of a person’s life—

relationships, work, mental well-being, and physical health.

But PTSD's impact doesn't stop with the individual. Families, too, bear the weight of the
condition, often struggling to cope with the behavioral changes and emotional distance they
see in their loved one. Children, spouses, and close friends may feel lost, helpless, or unsure
how to support someone with PTSD, creating strain that reaches into the core of the family

unit.

On a larger scale, the effects ripple out into our communities, workplaces, and society as a
whole. With millions affected, PTSD has become a pressing health issue that requires not just

clinical care but holistic and compassionate support.

Amid this challenge, the gospel of Jesus Christ offers a message of healing and hope that
goes beyond just managing symptoms. The gospel speaks directly to our deepest wounds and
promises a path to true restoration. Jesus, who experienced suffering and grief himself,
understands the pain that trauma brings and offers a way forward through a relationship with

Him.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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Through the gospel, individuals find more than just temporary relief; they find spiritual
transformation that starts within and overflows into every area of life. As God's love heals the
soul, it releases individuals from the grip of fear, guilt, and isolation, allowing them to reclaim
peace and joy.

The healing power of the gospel doesn't just touch the spiritual part of life; it brings renewal to
all aspects of existence. As people experience Christ's redemptive power, they often find that
they can reconnect in relationships, approach work with purpose, and regain a sense of hope
and meaning. True healing reaches beyond the trauma and impacts every area of life touched
by PTSD.

In PTSD and the Gospel, we will journey through the complexities of trauma, bearing witness to
the stories of those who have walked through deep suffering and found hope through Christ.
This book is written for those directly impacted by trauma, as well as for the friends and family

members who long to understand and offer support.

Together, we will discover how the gospel brings freedom from trauma’s grip, showing that
with God, restoration and true healing are not only possible—they are promised. For those who
have experienced the depths of pain, may this journey reveal that Christ offers wholeness and

the fullness of life once again.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
4



02

Chapter 1:
Understanding PTSD
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Paul's Story

Paul is a father, a husband, and a combat
veteran. After returning from his last
deployment, he thought he would simply pick
up where he left off—back to family dinners,
work, and weekend outings with his kids. But
he quickly realized that things weren't the
same. Paul was haunted by memories of his
experiences, with flashbacks and nightmares
that seemed to intrude into even the most

ordinary moments.

Small triggers, like the sound of a car
backfiring or the smell of diesel fuel, would
send him spiraling, leaving him unable to stay
present with his family. Over time, Paul

began avoiding social gatherings and even
activities he once loved. His relationships
with his family, his faith, and himself were
slipping away, and he felt powerless to stop
it.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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Paul's journey reflects the experience of
many who silently struggle with PTSD. Like
Paul, those suffering from PTSD often feel
isolated and overwhelmed by a condition that
reaches deep into every area of their lives,
impacting not only their day-to-day activities
but their sense of identity, purpose, and
hope.

The Definition and Symptoms of PTSD

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a
mental health condition that arises after
someone has endured a traumatic or life-
threatening experience. The American
Psychiatric Association defines PTSD as a
disorder that involves intrusive memories,
intense emotional reactions, and
hyperarousal following traumatic events.
Symptoms can vary from person to person,
but the four primary symptom clusters

include:
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1. Intrusive Memories: Recurrent, distressing memories, flashbacks, and nightmares
related to the traumatic event.

2. Avoidance: Steering clear of reminders, places, or people associated with the trauma.

3. Negative Changes in Thinking and Mood: Persistent negative thoughts about oneself or
others, feelings of hopelessness, and emotional numbness.

4. Arousal and Reactivity: Heightened startle responses, irritability, and difficulty sleeping

or concentrating.

PTSD is a condition that affects approximately 7-8% of people in their lifetime, with
significantly higher rates among military veterans, first responders, and victims of abuse.
According to the National Center for PTSD, about 12 million adults in the United States alone
deal with the disorder each year. This condition does not discriminate; it affects people of all

backgrounds, ages, and walks of life.

The Emotional and Psychological Impact of Trauma

Trauma disrupts more than just daily routines—it can fracture a person's entire inner world.
Emotional effects include intense feelings of fear, shame, guilt, and helplessness, often

resulting in a pervasive sense of being “stuck” in the traumatic moment.

Psychologist Bessel van der Kolk, an authority on trauma, writes in The Body Keeps the Score,
“Trauma is not just an event that took place sometime in the past; it is also the imprint left by
that experience on mind, body, and soul.” Trauma can make it difficult to process new
experiences or connect with others, trapping sufferers in a cycle of reliving their past.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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For Christians, trauma can add another layer of spiritual pain, with feelings of abandonment by
God or guilt for struggling with these symptoms. Theologian Charles Spurgeon once said, "The
mind can descend far lower than the body, for in it there are bottomless pits." Spurgeon, who
suffered from his own mental health struggles, recognized that spiritual despair can cut as

deeply as any other wound.

How PTSD Affects Relationships and Daily Life

PTSD doesn't remain isolated in the mind of the individual—it inevitably seeps into
relationships, work, and every other sphere of life. Those close to people like Paul often feel
the ripple effects of trauma through mood changes, irritability, or emotional withdrawal. Many
PTSD sufferers experience a ‘numbing” effect, where emotions seem to shut down entirely,
leaving loved ones feeling distant and disconnected. In Paul's case, his wife and children felt
they had “lost” him, even though he was physically present. His inability to fully engage with his
family or community left them feeling helpless, confused, and at times, resentful.

Scientific Understanding of PTSD Versus Spiritual Understanding

Science provides us with vital knowledge of PTSD's neurological and psychological
components. Advances in neuroscience show that traumatic events can alter brain function

and chemistry, particularly in areas related to fear, memory, and emotional regulation.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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In these cases, treatment options like therapy and, when necessary, medication can help
individuals retrain their brain's responses to trauma. Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) and
exposure therapy, for instance, have been shown to reduce PTSD symptoms by teaching

individuals to process and reframe traumatic memories in healthy ways.

However, for Christians, understanding PTSD must go beyond scientific explanations to
encompass the spiritual dimension of healing. Trauma not only affects the mind and body but
can also shake a person'’s faith, leading to doubts, anger toward God, or feelings of spiritual

desolation.

In Psalm 34:18, the psalmist reminds us that “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves
those who are crushed in spirit” (NASB). God's Word provides a foundation for healing that
extends beyond symptom management, speaking to the inner transformation and renewal of

the soul.

The gospel offers hope that is unique and complete, promising not just temporary relief but a
restoration of identity, peace, and purpose. Jesus himself endured deep suffering and
understands the weight of human pain. Isaiah 53:3 describes Him as “a man of sorrows,
acquainted with grief,” affirming that He is present with us in our darkest moments. For
believers, healing from PTSD can mean not only addressing the emotional and psychological
wounds but allowing God to restore their sense of worth, trust, and hope.

True Hope and Healing Through the Gospel

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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While trauma can seem insurmountable, the power of the gospel gives believers the assurance
that they are not defined by their pain. Through Christ, there is hope for deep, lasting healing
that transcends human understanding.

In 2 Corinthians 12:9, Paul writes, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness” (NASB). In the gospel, there is a promise that God's strength is made perfect in our

most vulnerable places, giving us the power to overcome even the most challenging struggles.

As we follow Paul's journey through this book, we will explore both the scientific and spiritual
aspects of healing, examining how practical treatments for PTSD can work hand-in-hand with
the profound healing offered through faith in Jesus Christ. Each chapter will reveal new
insights into how God's grace and power can transform the experience of trauma, not only

restoring individuals but equipping them to experience life abundantly once again.

Through PTSD and the Gospel, may you find that true peace, wholeness, and freedom from the
chains of trauma come from the One who knows and loves you most.

Reflective Questions and Personal Applications

Reflective Questions

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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1. Reflect on Your Understanding of PTSD

o How has your understanding of PTSD expanded after reading this chapter?
o Were there any surprising insights about the symptoms or effects of trauma on
individuals and their families?

2. Personal Impact of Trauma

o Have you or someone close to you experienced trauma that continues to impact
daily life? How has that trauma affected relationships, work, or faith?

o |n what ways do you see the impact of trauma on both the individual and their
loved ones?

3. Scientific and Spiritual Perspectives

o How do you reconcile the scientific and spiritual understandings of PTSD?
o How might scientific approaches to treating PTSD complement a faith-based
approach?
4. The Role of the Gospel in Healing

o How do you view the gospel's promise of healing and restoration in relation to
trauma?

o What does the truth of God's nearness to the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18) mean
to you personally?

5. Hope and Identity in Christ

o Trauma can reshape a person’s sense of identity. How does knowing that your
identity is secure in Christ bring comfort, even in the face of past traumas?
o How might understanding that Jesus was “a man of sorrows, acquainted with

grief” (Isaiah 53:3) help in your journey toward healing?

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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1. Identify Areas Affected by Trauma

Take time to reflect on areas of your life where trauma may still be influencing you. Is
there a particular relationship, memory, or habit that you feel holds you back? Bring

these areas to God in prayer, asking Him for healing and clarity.

. Practice Scripture-Based Healing

Reflect on verses like 2 Corinthians 12:9 and Psalm 34:18 throughout your week.
Consider writing them down and meditating on them daily, allowing their truth to
comfort and strengthen you as you process past traumas.

. Seek Both Practical and Spiritual Help

If you or a loved one are struggling with PTSD, consider the possibility of professional
support, such as therapy or counseling, alongside prayer and study of Scripture.
Combining practical treatment with spiritual growth can provide a holistic path to

healing.

. Invite God into Your Pain

Spend time in honest prayer, bringing your hurt, anger, and fears before God. Allow Him
to be present with you in your pain. Consider journaling your thoughts, prayers, and the

comfort or insights you receive during this time.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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5. Extend Compassion to Others

Think of a friend or family member who might be affected by PTSD or trauma. How
could you support them in a practical or spiritual way? Offer to pray with them, spend

quality time, or simply listen, showing Christ's love in tangible ways.
6. Meditate on the Gospel's Power in Weakness

Reflect on 2 Corinthians 12:9: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness." Ask God to help you see your weaknesses as opportunities for His strength
to shine through. When you feel overwhelmed, remind yourself of God's sufficiency and

love for you.
7. Affirm Your Identity in Christ

PTSD can distort how we view ourselves. Write down key verses that speak to your
identity in Christ and His unfailing love for you. When self-doubt or fear arises, use these

Scriptures to reaffirm the truth of who you are in Him.

These questions and applications are designed to deepen both understanding and faith. May
they serve as tools to bring insight, healing, and a renewed sense of hope through Christ as

you continue this journey.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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Chapter 2: The Reality of
Trauma in a Fallen World
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Paul's Story Continues

After a particularly rough night of flashbacks,
Paul found himself awake before dawn,
wrestling with questions that had haunted him
since his return. Why had God allowed him to
experience such pain? Why had suffering
seemed to follow him, even in moments that
should have brought joy? Paul couldn't shake
the feeling that his pain served no purpose,
that his trauma was somehow meaningless.
In his darkest moments, he struggled to
reconcile his faith with the brokenness he saw

and felt every day.

In these early hours, Paul reached for his Bible
and began to read about others who had
endured great suffering. He read about David's
despair in the Psalms, Job's unwavering faith
despite his agony, and the Apostle Paul’s
strength through countless hardships. For the
first time, Paul saw a glimmer of hope—a
reminder that he was not alone in his suffering
and that perhaps his pain held a greater
purpose within God's plan.

The Biblical View of Trauma and Suffering

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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The Bible does not shy away from the reality of
suffering. Instead, it addresses it head-on,
revealing that trauma and pain are deeply
rooted in humanity’s fallen state. Scripture
shows that, while God's original design was for
harmony and wholeness, the fall of man
introduced sin, brokenness, and suffering into
the world. This fallen nature explains the
tragedies, struggles, and traumas we encounter
daily and underscores our deep need for God's

redemptive power.



PTSD AND THE GOSPEL

Romans 8:22 tells us, “For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of
childbirth together until now” (NASB). This verse highlights the universal impact of sin,
affecting not just individuals but all of creation. Suffering and trauma are part of this collective
groaning, pointing us to a world that has been broken but that longs for restoration in Christ.

The Fall of Man and the Ripple Effect of Sin

To understand why trauma exists, we must look back to the beginning, to the Garden of Eden,
where humanity first experienced the consequences of sin. In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve's
disobedience led to the Fall, a turning point that shattered the perfect relationship between
God and humanity. Their rebellion brought death, pain, and separation from God, altering the

course of history and introducing suffering as a part of human existence.

This separation from God means that trauma, loss, and suffering have become inevitable
aspects of life in a fallen world. Each ripple of sin spreads outward, creating layers of
brokenness that affect every area of life—from our relationships to our own mental health. Yet
even in the midst of this brokenness, the Bible gives us glimpses of hope and restoration

through God's promises, His presence, and ultimately, His Son, Jesus Christ.

Biblical Stories of Trauma and Faith

Throughout Scripture, we see accounts of faithful men and women who experienced deep
trauma, yet their stories reveal how God works through suffering to accomplish His purposes.
These biblical examples remind us that trauma is not meaningless, but rather, it can serve as a

powerful means of transformation and redemption in God's hands.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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David: A Man After God's Own Heart in the Midst of Suffering

King David, known as “a man after God's own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14), endured significant
trauma throughout his life. From being relentlessly pursued by King Saul to facing personal
betrayals and the death of his child, David's life was filled with hardship and heartbreak. In the
Psalms, David poured out his anguish, openly expressing his pain, doubt, and fear before God.
Psalm 13:1 captures this raw honesty: “How long, O Lord? Will You forget me forever? How

long will You hide Your face from me?” (NASB).

David's life shows that God welcomes our honesty in times of suffering. David's journey was
filled with trauma, yet he trusted in God's sovereignty. His story reminds us that even when our

circumstances feel overwhelming, we can bring our pain to God, who hears and cares for us.

Job: Faith Amidst Profound Loss and Suffering

The story of Job is perhaps one of the most profound biblical examples of suffering. Job was
a righteous man, yet he experienced unimaginable loss: the death of his children, the
destruction of his possessions, and the onset of a painful illness. Job wrestled deeply with his

trauma, questioning God's purposes and struggling to find meaning in his suffering.

In Job 2:10, we see his resilience: “Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept
adversity?” (NASB). Job's story reminds us that God's wisdom surpasses our understanding.
Through his suffering, Job came to a deeper understanding of God's majesty, and he was
ultimately restored. His story encourages us to trust that God's purposes, though often hidden,
are ultimately for our good and His glory.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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The Apostle Paul: Strength in Weakness

The Apostle Paul is another figure who endured significant trauma for the sake of the gospel.
In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul recounts the many trials he faced—beatings, imprisonments,
shipwrecks, and persecutions. He was well-acquainted with suffering, yet he famously
declared in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “Most gladly, therefore, | will rather boast about my

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me” (NASB).

Paul's response to suffering illustrates a vital truth: that our weakness provides an opportunity
for God's strength to shine through. In the midst of his trauma, Paul found purpose and
resilience, knowing that his suffering was not in vain but served to glorify Christ. His life
encourages us to view our hardships as opportunities to experience God's grace and power in

new and transformative ways.

Understanding the Role of Pain in God's Plan

The Bible shows that while God does not delight in our suffering, He can use it for redemptive
purposes. Romans 8:28 reminds us, “And we know that God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (NASB).
Though we live in a fallen world, God's sovereignty remains. He redeems our pain, using it to

shape our character, deepen our faith, and reveal His glory.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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Suffering can often serve as a refining process, drawing us closer to God and transforming our
hearts to be more like Christ. In 1 Peter 1:6-7, the apostle Peter speaks of trials as a means of
refining our faith, “so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold...may be found
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (NASB). Pain, though
difficult, can produce endurance, compassion, and a reliance on God that we may not

experience otherwise.

Our Need for God in a Traumatized World

As we navigate the complexities of trauma in a fallen world, it's essential to recognize our need
for God's healing presence. True healing is not found merely in escaping pain but in embracing
God's presence in the midst of it. The gospel offers hope that transcends circumstances—a
promise that God is near to the brokenhearted and that, one day, He will wipe away every tear
(Revelation 21:4).

Through Paul's story, and the stories of David, Job, and the Apostle Paul, we see that God's
faithfulness endures even in the darkest times. Their lives show that trauma does not have the
final say; God's redemptive work can bring meaning, healing, and restoration to the most

broken parts of our lives.

In a world marked by sin, suffering is inevitable. But through the gospel, we find a Savior who
bore our pain, who understands our struggles, and who promises to be with us through every
storm. As we continue Paul's journey in the coming chapters, we will explore how this hope

can transform our understanding of trauma, leading us from a place of brokenness to a place

of redemption.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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Reflective Questions and Personal Applications

Reflective Questions

1. Understanding Trauma in a Fallen World

o How has this chapter deepened your understanding of why trauma exists in our
world?

o What are your thoughts on the effects of the Fall and how it has impacted
humanity on a personal, relational, and societal level?

2. Processing Personal Pain and Suffering

o Reflecting on your own life, how has past trauma affected your relationship with
God and others?

o Are there areas in your life where you feel God is using suffering to shape or refine
you?

3. Learning from Biblical Stories of Suffering

o How do David, Job, and the Apostle Paul’s stories of pain and resilience speak to
your own experiences?

o Which of these biblical figures do you most identify with in your struggles, and
why?

4. Recognizing God's Purpose in Pain

o How does Romans 8:28, which speaks of God working all things for good, impact
your view of your past or present suffering?

o In what ways can suffering become an opportunity to experience God's strength
and grow in faith?

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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5. Seeking Healing and Redemption

o What steps can you take to bring your pain to God, trusting in His redemptive
work and healing power?

o How does the promise of God's presence in our suffering (Psalm 34:18) bring
comfort to your current struggles?

Personal Applications

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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. Reflect on Your Own Story of Suffering

Spend some time journaling about moments in your life when you experienced trauma
or significant pain. Reflect on how those experiences have shaped you. Invite God into

these memories, asking Him to bring healing, comfort, and perspective.

. Meditate on Scripture That Speaks to God's Purpose in Pain

Choose a verse from this chapter, such as Romans 8:28 or 2 Corinthians 12:9, and
meditate on it daily. Let these words of hope and purpose become reminders of God's
promise to work all things for good, even the hardest parts of life.

. Consider the Role of Faith in Overcoming Trauma

Reflect on moments when your faith has helped you endure difficult times. Make a list of
ways God's presence has comforted or strengthened you in the past, and give thanks for

His faithfulness in your journey.

. Pray for God's Perspective and Healing

In your prayer time, ask God to help you see your pain through His eyes. Pray that He
would reveal any areas where He's using suffering to grow and shape you, and ask for

His strength and peace in areas that still feel difficult to let go.

. Encourage Someone Who is Suffering

Reflect on someone in your life who may be struggling with trauma or suffering. Reach
out to them with a message of encouragement, perhaps sharing a scripture or a

comforting word. Show compassion by letting them know they're not alone.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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6. Practice Letting Go and Trusting God

Trauma can often lead us to hold onto control tightly. Practice releasing control by
reqularly giving your pain, fears, and uncertainties to God. Remind yourself that He is

trustworthy, even when life is difficult or painful.
7. Embrace God's Promise of Restoration

Reflect on Revelation 21:4 and the hope of a future where every tear will be wiped away.
Spend time visualizing this promise and let it bring you peace. Thank God for the hope
and healing that await, trusting that He is working even now to bring wholeness.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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Chapter 3: The Search
for Healing
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Paul sat alone in his room, surrounded by
memories he couldn't escape. Every creak of
the floorboards seemed to echo memories of
pain, betrayal, and loss, and though he tried to
push them away, they lingered. He had
attempted different ways to numb the pain—
distracting himself with work, keeping people
at a distance, even forcing himself into

isolation. But nothing seemed to work.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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With every passing day, he felt the ache in his

heart grow stronger.

Paul's struggle with trauma paints a picture of
what many people face: the desperate search for
healing and wholeness, often turning to various
coping mechanisms that may provide relief but
seldom bring lasting peace. This chapter explores
these coping mechanisms, the limits of secular
approaches to trauma, the need for spiritual
healing, and the Church's unique role in supporting

people like Paul.

Coping Mechanisms and Their Limitations

Paul's way of dealing with trauma was far from
unique. Like many people struggling with
unresolved pain, he found himself cycling through
various responses in his attempt to escape the
memories and feelings he couldn't fully process.
Here are some common coping mechanisms used

by those dealing with trauma:
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1. Avoidance
Paul's instinct was to avoid anything that reminded him of his trauma. He stopped
seeing old friends, distanced himself from family, and even quit his job to escape
potential reminders of past pain. Avoidance seemed effective at first, as it allowed him
to sidestep painful memories. Yet, over time, it left him feeling isolated and lonely,
further deepening his wounds. Avoidance kept him from facing his emotions, reinforcing
a cycle where healing felt impossible to attain.

2. Anger
At times, Paul's frustration over his circumstances boiled over into anger. He felt
abandoned by friends and misunderstood by family, and even grew resentful toward
God. This anger became a shield, a way to protect himself from the vulnerability that
healing required. Scripture speaks to this struggle, reminding us to “be angry, and yet do
not sin” (Ephesians 4:26, NASB). Paul's anger provided a fleeting sense of control, but in
the end, it left him exhausted and isolated.

3. Numbness
In moments when anger or avoidance didn't work, Paul would fall into numbness,
shutting off his emotions altogether. Numbness provided a temporary reprieve from the
pain, yet it robbed him of his ability to connect with others meaningfully. Like so many,
Paul came to realize that numbing the pain also numbed his joy, making him feel like he
was just “getting through” each day, not truly living.

4. Other Self-Destructive Behaviors
In his darker moments, Paul considered turning to alcohol or reckless behaviors to
distract himself from his inner turmoil. These temptations showed him how easily
suffering can lead us to behaviors that ultimately deepen our pain. Destructive habits

may provide short-term relief, but they further erode the hope for genuine healing.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
27



PTSD AND THE GOSPEL

These coping mechanisms reveal the limits of self-reliant approaches to healing. Though Paul
attempted to manage his pain, it became increasingly clear that true restoration required

something deeper—a transformation beyond what human efforts alone could provide.

The Limits of Secular Healing Approaches

As Paul finally opened up about his struggles, he began meeting with a counselor and
attending support groups. These approaches offered him tools to manage his symptoms, from
grounding exercises to stress management techniques. However, after a few months, he
noticed a lingering emptiness. The symptoms had been addressed, but the core of his pain
remained untouched.

Modern psychology has made tremendous strides in understanding trauma and developing

treatments that help individuals cope. Cognitive-behavioral therapy, medication, and support
groups can provide a necessary foundation for many, helping people like Paul stabilize their

lives. However, secular approaches often only address surface-level symptoms. They may

provide relief but cannot fully address the soul’s deeper longings.

Paul began to realize that the healing he sought wasn't only about quieting memories or
managing emotions. He longed for peace, for a sense of purpose and understanding beyond
what he could see or control. As he started exploring his faith anew, he encountered Jesus'
words, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28, NASB). This invitation stirred something in him—a glimmer of hope that there was a

kind of healing that went beyond therapy or technique.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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Timothy Keller's words came to his mind, “The gospel is not just the ABCs but the A to Z of the
Christian life." This perspective helped him see that true healing required more than what the
secular world could offer. Paul began to understand that his wholeness wasn't just about
symptom relief; it was about being made new through the transformative power of God's love.

The Need for Spiritual Healing and Wholeness

The gospel teaches that God created us as whole beings—body, mind, and spirit. Through
prayer, Scripture, and community, Paul began to understand that his pain could be met by the
One who knew it intimately. Jesus’ invitation to healing wasn't just about relief; it was about
renewal and transformation. Paul came across 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come”
(NASB).

Paul realized that true healing went beyond coping mechanisms. Through faith, he began to
sense a path toward wholeness and redemption that only God could provide. God's healing
power did not promise a life without struggles, but it did promise a life filled with purpose, even
in pain. He understood that his trauma could become a testament to God's grace, a part of his
life that God could redeem and use to encourage others. He began to see his pain as part of a

larger story, a narrative where suffering had purpose.

The Role of the Church in PTSD Care

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
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With his newfound faith, Paul decided to attend a church service. Unsure of what to expect, he
found himself warmly welcomed. The pastor spoke on bearing one another’s burdens,
referencing Galatians 6:2: “Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ”
(NASB). Paul saw, for the first time, the church as more than a place of worship; it was a family

—a supportive community where people cared deeply for one another’s struggles.

The Church’s role is unique in offering support to people like Paul. Through community, prayer,
and pastoral care, the Church can be a place of healing that complements secular methods by
addressing the soul's needs. For Paul, the Church provided a safe environment to share his

struggles, find encouragement, and rediscover his faith. The Church also served as a bridge to

Christian counseling and support groups, enhancing his healing journey.

This journey with the Church reminded Paul that healing is not a solo endeavor. By engaging
with fellow believers who came alongside him in his pain, he found hope. He learned that
suffering was not his identity; rather, his identity was in Christ, who promised to be with him
always, even in his darkest moments.

This chapter reveals that while coping mechanisms and secular therapies offer important
support, true healing can only be found in a relationship with God through Christ. In the coming
chapters, we'll follow Paul’s journey as he learns to lean on the gospel and experiences God's
grace in his recovery. The Church, as Paul learned, can be a powerful source of support,
helping those suffering from trauma to walk forward in hope, finding strength in God's

presence and the love of a caring community.

Reflective Questions:
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1. How do | typically respond to pain or trauma in my life?
Do | find myself avoiding it, becoming angry, or numbing my emotions? Reflect on how
these coping mechanisms have affected my relationships and well-being.

2. What experiences in my life have led me to search for healing in ways that ultimately fell
short?
Are there methods I've tried that seemed helpful initially but left me feeling empty or
unfulfilled over time?

3. What is my understanding of spiritual wholeness?
How would | define true healing, and do | believe that | am seeking healing for all parts
of myself—mind, body, and spirit?

4. How open am | to the idea that the Church and a faith community could play a role in my
healing?
Have | experienced or avoided spiritual community in my healing journey, and what has
influenced my feelings?

5. What do | believe about God's role in my pain?
Do | believe God can use my suffering for good, and am | open to exploring how He

might do s0?

Personal Applications:
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. Identify My Coping Mechanisms:

Take time this week to journal or pray about any coping mechanisms | use to deal with
pain. If avoidance, anger, or numbing resonate with me, ask God to show me healthier

ways to process my emotions.

. Seek a Faith-Based Support Group or Counselor:

If I've primarily relied on secular methods, consider integrating faith-based counseling or
support groups into my healing process. Look for trusted sources that combine sound

mental health support with Christian beliefs.

. Connect with a Church Community:

If I'm not currently part of a church community, consider visiting a local church that
provides support groups, prayer gatherings, or pastoral care for those dealing with

trauma. Engaging with others can provide valuable support and encouragement.

. Reflect on Scriptures That Speak to Healing and Wholeness:

Spend time each day reading passages that address healing, such as Matthew 11:28 or
2 Corinthians 5:17. Reflect on how these words resonate with my journey and ask God

to speak to me through His Word.

. Pray for a Renewed Understanding of True Healing:

Each morning, ask God to help me see healing as a journey toward wholeness in Him
rather than simply a relief from pain. Invite Him into every part of my being—mind, body,

and spirit.
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Chapter 4: Jesus as the
Healer of Our Brokenness



Paul's journey was beginning to shift. Despite years of numbness and anger, something deep
within him was beginning to thaw. Attending church and hearing about Jesus' compassion and
power had stirred hope in him that he might finally find healing, not just for his trauma but for his
heart. The more Paul learned about Jesus, the more he saw a healer, not just a distant figure from
history. He saw a Savior who actively sought out the hurting, those ignored or judged by others.

He saw a Redeemer who entered into suffering to bring lasting peace.

This chapter explores the compassionate heart of Jesus and His relentless pursuit of those who
suffer. Through His actions, teachings, and sacrifice, Jesus reveals His love for the broken and

demonstrates that He alone is the source of true healing and wholeness.

The Compassionate Nature of Jesus
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Jesus' life and ministry are marked by a deep compassion for the broken-hearted and
suffering. Throughout the gospels, we see Him intentionally seeking out those who were cast

aside—those who were wounded, grieving, or alone.

Consider the story of the leper in Matthew 8:2-3. The leper came to Jesus, kneeling before Him
and saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” Jesus' response is powerful: |
am willing; be cleansed.” In this brief exchange, we see not only His willingness to heal but also

His desire to engage with the broken.

Lepers were considered unclean and were banished from society, yet Jesus reached out and

touched this man, showing that His love knows no boundaries.

For Paul, this story was eye-opening. He saw himself as someone isolated by pain, separated
by the invisible scars of trauma. But knowing that Jesus would draw close to the “untouchable’
gave Paul hope that his brokenness would not repulse Christ, but rather move Him to
compassion.

Another story that resonated with Paul was the encounter between Jesus and the woman with
the issue of blood (Luke 8:43-48). She had suffered for twelve years, trying every remedy and
spending all she had, only to grow worse. In her desperation, she reached out and touched the
hem of Jesus’ garment, believing that this simple act would bring her healing. And it did.
Jesus, recognizing her faith, called her “daughter,” restoring not only her physical health but her
dignity and identity as well.
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These stories reveal Jesus’ tender heart and His ability to see past outward pain to the person
within. Jesus is not just a healer of symptoms; He is a healer of the whole person. For Paul,
this realization began to unlock parts of his heart he had long shut off. He understood that he
could bring his pain, doubts, and deepest wounds to Jesus without fear of rejection.

The Work of Jesus and the Holy Spirit in Healing Trauma

Jesus not only demonstrated compassion; He brought true healing. Through His Spirit, this

work of healing continues today, reaching deep into the wounded parts of our hearts and lives.

Paul found encouragement in the words of Jesus in John 14:16-18, where He promises His
disciples, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you
forever; that is the Spirit of truth” (NASB). Jesus assured them that He would not leave them as
orphans but would come to them. The Holy Spirit, dwelling within each believer, is our constant

Helper, Comforter, and Advocate, guiding us in truth and comforting us in our suffering.

As Paul began to pray and trust the Holy Spirit's presence, he sensed a gentle work beginning
within him—a process that wasn't rushed but filled with divine patience. He recognized that
God was at work not only to heal his painful memories but to reshape his heart, aligning it with

His own love and compassion.
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Romans 8:26-27 speaks of the Spirit interceding for us in our weakness, even when we do not
know what to pray. Paul often felt this weakness acutely, struggling to find words for the depth
of his pain. Yet knowing that the Holy Spirit was interceding for him gave him comfort. The
Spirit became his helper, illuminating the areas of his heart that needed healing and leading

him toward peace.

The Finished Work of Jesus on the Cross

The ultimate source of healing lies in the finished work of Jesus on the cross. By bearing the
weight of sin, pain, and suffering, Jesus accomplished what no human effort ever could—He

reconciled humanity with God and broke the power of sin and death.

Isaiah 53:5 reveals the depth of Christ's sacrifice: “But He was pierced for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His
scourging we are healed” (NASB). Jesus did not just bear our sin; He bore our suffering and
pain. His wounds became the pathway to our healing, and His suffering opened the way to our

wholeness.

For Paul, understanding the power of the cross brought a shift in his perspective on suffering.
He saw that Jesus fully understood pain, rejection, and betrayal. Jesus chose to endure

unimaginable suffering so that we could experience freedom. Paul began to realize that Jesus
did not simply sympathize with his pain; He redeemed it, giving it purpose in God's grand story

of redemption.

Healing Through Christ's Sacrifice
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Paul began to see his suffering through the lens of Christ's sacrifice. Jesus’ suffering was not
meaningless, and neither was his own. As he reflected on verses like Romans 8:17, where
believers are called to share in Christ's sufferings, Paul realized that his trauma and pain could
become part of his testimony—a story of God's redemptive work in a broken life.

By embracing this perspective, Paul's heart was transformed. He found that as he surrendered
his wounds to Christ, God used them as avenues for grace. His scars became symbols of

God's faithfulness and evidence of Jesus’ healing power. Paul understood that his journey was
not about “getting over” trauma but about allowing God to work through it, showing the world a

Savior who makes broken people whole.

Reflective Questions

1. How does Jesus’ compassion toward the broken in the Gospels resonate with my own
struggles?

Reflect on specific ways in which Jesus’ actions toward the broken-hearted offer hope
for my own journey.

2. In what areas of my life do | need to invite the Holy Spirit's presence and guidance?
Are there wounds I've hidden or areas of my heart I've closed off? Ask God to reveal
where His Spirit might be bringing healing.

3. How can viewing my suffering through the lens of the cross bring new meaning to my
experiences?

Reflect on how Christ's suffering speaks to my own pain and how | might see my story

as part of God's larger story of redemption.

Personal Applications
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1. Embrace the Compassion of Jesus:

Spend time this week reflecting on Gospel stories where Jesus interacts with the
broken-hearted. Allow His compassion for others to assure me that He sees my pain
and draws near to it.

. Seek the Holy Spirit's Guidance in Prayer:

Set aside time each day to ask the Holy Spirit to help me identify areas where | need
healing. Invite Him into each wound and each memory, asking Him to bring comfort and

renewal.

. Meditate on the Power of the Cross for My Healing:

Read and meditate on Isaiah 53:5, allowing it to remind me of the healing power found
in Jesus' sacrifice. Ask God to show me how His sacrifice offers healing and restoration

in every area of my life.

. Surrender My Pain to Christ:

In prayer, consider laying my trauma at the foot of the cross, asking Jesus to use it for
His purpose. Trust that He can redeem even the most painful parts of my story, turning

them into testimonies of His grace.

In this chapter, we see that Jesus is more than a healer of symptoms—He is a healer of the

soul. He not only understands our suffering but transforms it, infusing even our pain with

purpose. As Paul continued to experience the deep, compassionate work of Christ and the

Holy Spirit, he began to experience a peace that surpassed understanding. In the journey of

healing, we are not alone. Jesus stands with us, calling us into wholeness, and promising that

our brokenness can become a testimony to His healing power.
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Chapter 5: Restoring the Soul:
The Gospel’'s Power to Heal
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Paul sat quietly, his Bible open to the book of Psalms. He had come a long way since he first
stepped into the church seeking answers to his inner torment. His journey had led him to Jesus,
who had compassion for his suffering, and to the Holy Spirit, who worked patiently to heal his
brokenness. But now, Paul sensed there was more to address—a deeper work that needed to
happen in his soul. While his behavior was changing, old patterns of thought and self-doubt still
weighed him down. He wanted true freedom, not just from trauma but from the lies he had believed

about himself, about others, and even about God.

This chapter explores the profound restoration that the Gospel brings to the deepest places of the
soul—the places where trauma and pain can take root. Through Christ, we are not only forgiven but
restored and renewed, allowing God's truth to transform every part of us, especially those places

most affected by trauma.

The Deep-Rooted Wounds of Trauma
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PTSD doesn't just affect the mind or emotions; it can penetrate to the deepest parts of a
person’s soul, reshaping their beliefs, behaviors, and sense of identity. For Paul, trauma had
left him feeling worthless, hopeless, and constantly on guard, as if no place or person could
ever be safe. Over the years, he had internalized the lie that he was “broken beyond repair, and
that he was unworthy of love and connection. Though Paul had found hope in Christ, these

deeply ingrained beliefs still shaped his perspective.

The psalmist writes, "He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His
name’s sake” (Psalm 23:3, NASB). This promise of restoration points us to a God who desires
to heal the wounds that lie deep within us, even those that shape our thoughts, beliefs, and
identities. Restoring the soul means healing the hidden places where trauma has taken root

and replacing lies with God's truth.

The Promise of Restoration Through Christ

In Christ, restoration is not just a vague hope; it is a promise. Jesus came not only to redeem
us from sin but to restore us to wholeness. Isaiah 61:1-3 beautifully captures this promise,
speaking of the Messiah who would “bind up the brokenhearted” and “comfort all who mourn’

(NASB). Jesus is the One who can restore the heart, and His work is deep and thorough.

Paul began to see that his healing would come not just through behavior change, but through a
renewal of his mind and soul. For true healing, he had to let Christ into those dark places,
surrendering his pain and inviting God's truth to shine there. He realized that God's desire was

not just to “fix" him but to make him whole, restoring his heart, mind, and soul.
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Lies vs. Truth: Identifying and Replacing False Beliefs

One of the most powerful steps in the journey to restoration is recognizing and rejecting the
lies that trauma often imprints on our hearts. These lies can shape how we see ourselves,
others, and even God. For Paul, these lies whispered constantly: You're unworthy. You'll always
be broken. No one cares. Even God has abandoned you. Such beliefs only deepened his pain

and hindered his healing.

Yet, God's Word is “living and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as
far as the division of soul and spirit" (Hebrews 4:12, NASB). Scripture has the power to expose
false beliefs and bring the truth to light. As Paul read passages like 1 Peter 2:9, which declares
believers as a “chosen race, a royal priesthood,” and Ephesians 2:10, which calls us God's
‘workmanship,” he began to see himself differently. God's truth revealed his worth, his identity

in Christ, and his value in God's eyes.

Reframing the Narrative of Trauma

God does not erase the events of our past, but He can reframe their meaning in light of His
truth and grace. In Genesis 50:20, Joseph tells his brothers, “You meant evil against me, but
God meant it for good.” Though his life was marred by betrayal, slavery, and imprisonment,
Joseph recognized that God had worked through these events to bring about redemption.
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Paul began to see his own trauma through this lens. Rather than seeing himself as a helpless
victim, he began to see how God could bring purpose from his pain, using it as part of his
testimony and a tool to minister to others. His story of trauma and suffering could become a
story of God's grace and redemption.

As Paul surrendered his trauma to God, he began to rewrite his narrative. It was no longer one

of hopelessness but of healing, no longer a tale of rejection but of divine acceptance.

The Power of God's Word to Renew the Mind

Scripture is not just a source of encouragement; it has the power to transform the mind.
Romans 12:2 tells us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind” (NASB). For those struggling with trauma, this renewal involves allowing God's

Word to reshape our thinking, replacing negative thought patterns with His truth.

Paul took this to heart. He memorized verses that spoke directly to his need for healing, letting
them replace the old narratives. Psalm 34:18 became his anchor: “The Lord is near to the
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (NASB). He clung to this promise,

meditating on it when memories of his trauma resurfaced.

Over time, Paul noticed that his responses were changing. Where he once felt panic and fear,
he began to feel a quiet sense of peace. He knew this wasn't due to his own strength but to

God's Word actively renewing his mind and heart.

The Power of Forgiveness and Healing from Bitterness and Anger
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Unhealed trauma often breeds hitterness and anger, directed toward oneself, others, or even
God. These emotions can hold us captive, making healing impossible. Forgiveness is essential

to restoring the soul because it releases us from the weight of resentment and pain.

Jesus taught about forgiveness, even commanding His followers to forgive “seventy times

seven’ (Matthew 18:22, NASB). Paul struggled with forgiveness. His trauma had left him angry
at those who had harmed him and bitter toward God for allowing it to happen. Yet, he began to
see that holding on to anger and resentment was only adding to his suffering. Forgiveness was

not condoning the wrongs done to him but releasing his right to hold onto them.

In Ephesians 4:31-32, Paul read, “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you” (NASB). The act of forgiving
his past became a powerful step in restoring his soul, releasing the bitterness and anger that

had consumed him and allowing God's love to fill the void.

Reflective Questions
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1. What lies about myself, others, or God have | believed as a result of my trauma?
Take time to identify specific beliefs that might be hindering healing and weigh them
against God's truth in Scripture.

2. How can | begin to reframe my trauma in light of God's grace?
Reflect on how God might bring purpose from my pain and use it as a testimony of His
grace.

3. In what ways can God's Word renew my mind and reshape my beliefs?
Consider specific Scriptures that speak directly to my journey and begin memorizing or
meditating on them.

4. |s there someone | need to forgive to allow true healing to take place?
Identify areas of bitterness or resentment and pray for the grace to release those who

have caused pain.

Personal Applications

1. Identify Lies and Replace Them with Truth:
Write down lies I've believed and then find Scriptures that reveal God's truth. Meditate on
these verses and allow God to reshape my thoughts.
2. Practice Forgiveness Daily:
Each day, pray for those who may have caused harm, asking God to help me forgive.
Release the pain and anger, trusting God to bring justice in His time.
3. Memorize and Reflect on Healing Scriptures:
Choose verses that speak to my journey of healing. Read, memorize, and reflect on
these passages, inviting the Holy Spirit to use them to renew my mind and bring peace.
4. Reframe My Story with God's Redemption:
Begin to view my trauma through the lens of God's grace, asking Him to bring meaning

and purpose from it. Embrace my story as a testimony of His redemptive power.
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As Paul continued on his journey, he felt God restoring his soul in ways he had never imagined.

The lies that had once trapped him in cycles of shame and self-doubt began to lose their grip,
replaced by the truths of Scripture. Forgiveness brought a lightness he had never thought

possible, and the healing power of God's Word renewed his mind, bringing true transformation
to the deepest parts of his soul. Through Christ, Paul's story of trauma was becoming a story

of restoration, one he would continue to share as a testimony to God's healing grace.
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Chapter 6: The Role of Community
and the Church in Healing
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Paul was hesitant as he walked into the church’'s new support group
for trauma survivors. Although he had made progress in his healing
journey, the thought of opening up about his struggles with others felt
very uncomfortable. He had learned to cope with his pain in private
and rarely spoke about it, not even with those closest to him. But his
pastor, sensing Paul's hesitance, had gently encouraged him to try
joining the group, emphasizing that God often uses others as a

source of healing.

In this chapter, we explore the powerful role that community,
particularly within the church, plays in the healing journey of those
suffering from PTSD. The Bible calls the church the “body of Christ” (T
Corinthians 12:27, NASB), a place where each member plays a vital
role in supporting and strengthening one another. The church was
designed to be a refuge for the hurting, a place where healing,
empathy, and compassion flow freely. As we follow Paul’s story in this
chapter, we'll see how the community of believers can be a powerful

agent of healing.

The Church: A Place of Refuge and Healing
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Scripture paints a beautiful picture of the church as a safe haven for the wounded. In Psalm
46:1, God is described as “our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (NASB). As
followers of Christ, we are called to embody this divine refuge, offering a welcoming and
healing presence to those in need. Jesus Himself modeled this when He welcomed the
outcast, healed the sick, and comforted those who mourned. He taught His disciples to “love

one another, just as | have loved you” (John 13:34, NASB).

The church, therefore, should be a place where those with trauma feel safe, understood, and
supported. Rather than being a place of judgment or isolation, the church is meant to be a
hospital for the broken-hearted. Paul was discovering that while he found some healing in
personal prayer and study, there was a deeper healing that only came through connection with

others.

Creating Safe and Supportive Relationships

Healing from trauma is a long journey, often filled with highs and lows. For someone like Paul,
who carried years of pain and suffering, the path to wholeness was not easy. As he joined the
small group, he realized he was not alone. There were others who had faced their own versions
of trauma and hardship, each person’s story unigue yet with shared elements of pain and

recovery.
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To create safe and supportive relationships, the church community must embrace the
principles of empathy, patience, and intentional presence. Galatians 6:2 urges us to “bear one
another’s burdens” (NASB), which requires us to listen without judgment, show compassion
without reservation, and commit to walking alongside others even when the journey is
challenging. For Paul, the supportive environment helped him feel accepted and understood,

giving him the courage to share his story and confront his pain without fear of rejection.

The Power of Empathy and Patience

Empathy, or the ability to deeply understand and share the feelings of another, is essential in
helping someone with PTSD feel truly seen and valued. Jesus exemplified this empathy when
He wept with Mary and Martha over Lazarus'’s death (John 11:35). He knew their pain and
shared it with them, demonstrating that being present with someone in their suffering is
powerful.

Members of Paul's group showed him this same empathy. They didn't rush him to heal or offer
trite answers to his pain. They simply sat with him in his story, giving him the space to feel
heard. Their patience and willingness to listen allowed Paul to open up, layer by layer. He
began to feel his walls come down, discovering the comfort that comes from knowing he was

not alone.

Practical Help and Encouragement in Community
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In addition to emotional support, the church can provide practical help that eases the daily
burdens of those with PTSD. Whether through providing meals, assisting with childcare,
offering rides to counseling appointments, or simply checking in regularly, small acts of

service make a significant impact.

For Paul, knowing he had people willing to help made his burden lighter. When he felt
overwhelmed, a fellow member of his support group would reach out, invite him for coffee, or
pray with him. Over time, these gestures reminded him of God's love in tangible ways,

reinforcing the truth that he didn't have to carry his pain alone.

The Role of Small Groups and Support Systems

Within the church, small groups can be an invaluable part of the healing process. These
smaller, intimate gatherings allow for deep relationships to form, where vulnerability and
mutual encouragement thrive. In Paul’s case, the support group became a sacred space—a
place where he could share his pain and progress, fears, and faith. Over time, these individuals

became like family, providing the accountability and encouragement he needed.

Counseling services within the church can also play a critical role. When led by trained
professionals or individuals with an understanding of trauma, church counseling programs can
provide both spiritual and psychological support. Paul eventually found the courage to pursue
counseling, which helped him uncover underlying fears and patterns that stemmed from his
trauma. His counselor, a trusted church leader, helped Paul see how God was working in his

story, restoring him in ways he had never imagined.
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The Role of the Church in Breaking Isolation

PTSD often leads individuals to withdraw, avoiding connections that might feel risky or
overwhelming. Paul had experienced this isolation firsthand, retreating from friends and family
because he felt misunderstood. Yet God designed community to be an antidote to loneliness
and fear. Hebrews 10:24-25 encourages believers to “consider how to stimulate one another to
love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together” (NASB). The church
community can gently break through isolation, inviting people into authentic, healing

relationships.

Through fellowship and accountability, Paul learned to re-engage with others. Instead of
carrying the weight of his trauma alone, he began sharing it with those who cared. This act of
opening up, though difficult, became a crucial step in his healing process, freeing him from the

chains of isolation and renewing his sense of belonging.

The Church's Call to Be the Hands and Feet of Christ

The church's mission is to reflect Christ's love and compassion to the world, especially to the
broken-hearted. As members of the body of Christ, we are called to be His hands and feet,
ministering to those who suffer. This means being proactive in seeking out those who may be
struggling, creating environments where they feel safe, and offering support without
conditions.
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Paul's story reminds us that the church has a unique role in the lives of trauma survivors.
Through intentional relationships, empathetic listening, practical support, and an unwavering
commitment to journey alongside those in pain, the church can provide the community that
PTSD sufferers need to experience God's healing.

Reflective Questions

1. How can | offer a safe and supportive space for someone in my life who is struggling
with PTSD? Reflect on ways to create an environment where they feel understood, loved,
and supported.

2. What does it mean to “bear one another's burdens” in a practical way? Think of specific
actions | can take to help someone carry their load.

3. How can | become a better listener and offer empathy to those in pain? Consider how |
might practice empathy by listening without trying to “fix" their situation or offering
quick solutions.

4. How can my church community become a more welcoming place for those dealing with
trauma? Reflect on the steps my church can take to provide supportive resources and

safe spaces for trauma survivors.

Personal Applications
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. Be Present in Others’ Pain:

Commit to being present with someone who may be struggling, showing empathy by

listening, praying, and offering support without judgment.

. Encourage Community Engagement:

Invite someone who feels isolated to join a small group or gathering, gently encouraging

them to connect with others who can support them.

. Offer Practical Help:

Look for ways to serve someone facing trauma, such as bringing a meal, offering
transportation, or simply checking in to remind them they are not alone.

. Become Involved in Church Support Systems:

If my church has support groups or counseling ministries, consider volunteering,
supporting these efforts, or advocating for the creation of resources for trauma

Survivors.

For Paul, the church became not only a place of worship but a refuge of healing. Through

community, he experienced the love of Christ in ways he never had before, as others walked

with him, prayed for him, and listened to his pain without judgment. In this sacred environment

of support and empathy, Paul's journey of healing took a profound turn, deepening his

understanding of God's love and renewing his hope. The church, as he discovered, truly can be

a place of refuge, a community that God uses to restore the wounded and weary.
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Chapter /: Biblical Practices
for Overcoming Trauma
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Paul sat alone in the church sanctuary one quiet afternoon. His
journey so far had brought him through valleys of doubt and
moments of hope. He had found strength in the community of
believers around him, but he sensed God calling him into a
deeper, more personal healing—a time of drawing close to the
Father through spiritual practices that could renew his soul and
help him confront his pain. He opened his Bible, his heart heavy
yet expectant, seeking guidance and strength. In this chapter,
we'll walk alongside Paul as he learns to practice prayer,
meditate on God's word, embrace the power of worship, engage
in lament, and discover the importance of rest in his journey

toward wholeness.

The Power of Prayer and Meditation on God's Word

As Paul’s journey deepened, he began to see prayer not just as a
duty but as a lifeline to his Heavenly Father. In the dark
moments of his trauma, prayer became the place where he
could lay his burdens down, speaking honestly about his pain,

fears, and confusion.
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Philippians 4:6-7 (NASB) reminds us, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,

which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Paul found that when he poured out his anxieties to God, a peace began to settle in his heart.
By meditating on Scripture, he discovered that God's Word was more than just comforting; it
was healing and transformative. Verses like Psalm 23 and Isaiah 41:10, “Do not fear, for I am
with you,” became lifelines, promises he could hold onto whenever his past trauma threatened
to overwhelm him. Meditation on Scripture became a daily practice that nourished Paul's soul,

setting him free from fears that had once ruled his life.

Reflection: We are reminded that prayer and meditation help align our hearts with God's peace,
allowing His truth to permeate our thoughts. God's Word is “living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12, NASB), able to heal the deep wounds within us as we

meditate on it daily.

Personal and Corporate Worship: A Source of Healing and Hope

Through worship, Paul found a unique form of healing. In both private moments and in
corporate worship, he began to encounter the presence of God in a new way. Worship brought
a release from the anxieties and fears that had held him captive, allowing him to focus on
God's greatness rather than his own pain. In the Psalms, we see that David often used worship

to process his pain and affirm his faith, even amidst suffering.
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In moments of worship, Paul’s spirit felt lifted, his heart encouraged by songs of praise that

reminded him of God's love and faithfulness. The church community joined together in songs
of praise each week, and it became a powerful time of encountering God's presence. Through
worship, Paul found strength to face his struggles with hope, sensing that he was not alone in

his journey.

Reflection: Worship—hoth personal and corporate—reminds us of God's sovereignty and love,
shifting our focus from our pain to His power. Worship can be a powerful source of healing,

drawing us closer to the heart of God and opening our hearts to His comfort and peace.

The Importance of Lament and Honest Expression Before God

Paul learned that hiding his pain from God only deepened his wounds. He found freedom in
practicing lament—a form of prayer that allows us to honestly express our pain, anger, and
sorrow to God. The Psalms are filled with expressions of lament, as David and other psalmists
cried out to God, not holding back their emotions. Psalm 13 begins with, “How long, O Lord?
Will You forget me forever?” and moves from deep pain to hope, trusting in God's unfailing

love.

For Paul, lament became a way to release the emotions he had bottled up for years. He learned
to bring his anger, grief, and questions before God, who met him with understanding and
grace. In his moments of lament, Paul experienced God's comforting presence, realizing that
he didn't have to “fix" his emotions before coming to God. He could come as he was, knowing

that God welcomed his honesty.
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Reflection: Lament allows us to bring our deepest hurts before God, trusting that He is strong
enough to hold our pain. Honest expression of our struggles breaks chains that hold us back,

inviting God's healing presence into our rawest places.

The Role of Rest and Self-Care from a Biblical Perspective

As Paul's journey continued, he found that one of the most challenging practices was learning
to rest. Trauma often robs individuals of the ability to feel at peace, making rest difficult to
achieve. Yet God created rest as a vital part of the rhythm of life, inviting His people to find
renewal in His presence. Jesus Himself invited His followers, “Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, NASB).

Paul started setting aside time each week to step back from his busy life, spending intentional
time in prayer, quiet, and reflection. Through rest, he began to experience God's peace in a new
way. Learning to care for himself was part of the healing process, helping him to see himself
as God's beloved child, worthy of care and renewal.

Reflection: Rest is a gift from God, allowing us time to renew, recharge, and restore our bodies
and minds. Embracing biblical rest as a regular practice helps us reconnect with God's peace

and allows space for His healing work within us.

Identifying Lies and Reframing the Narrative of Trauma
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As Paul continued to meditate on God's Word, he began to recognize certain lies he had
believed about himself due to his trauma. Lies such as “I'm broken beyond repair” or ‘I don't
deserve happiness” had taken root, creating a negative narrative that affected his view of
himself and his future. Scripture, however, confronted these lies, offering him God's truth

instead.

Through verses like Psalm 139:14, “| am fearfully and wonderfully made,” and Romans 8:37,
“We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us,” Paul began to replace lies with
truth. This shift in his perspective was transformative, allowing him to see himself through
God's eyes. Reframing his narrative brought him hope, reminding him that his trauma did not

define him; rather, God's love and grace did.

Reflection: The power of reframing lies through the truth of God's Word is life-changing.
Identifying and confronting lies allows us to replace negative beliefs with God's promises,

leading us toward a new understanding of our identity in Christ.

The Power of Forgiveness and Release from Bitterness and Anger

One of the most challenging yet liberating steps in Paul's journey was learning to forgive.
Holding onto bitterness and anger felt natural, but Paul began to understand that these
emotions were chains, preventing him from moving forward. Ephesians 4:31-32 instructs
believers to “let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from
you...Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has
forgiven you" (NASB).
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Forgiveness didn't come easily, but as Paul released the pain of past wrongs, he experienced a
profound freedom. The act of forgiving others, and even forgiving himself, became a gateway
to greater healing. Through forgiveness, he let go of anger that had once consumed him,

discovering a new peace and wholeness.

Reflection: Forgiveness is essential for true healing. Letting go of bitterness and anger frees us

to experience God's peace and opens the door for deeper restoration in our hearts.

Reflective Questions

1. How can linvite God into my moments of prayer and meditation to experience deeper
healing?

2. What role has worship played in my healing journey? How can | make worship a regular
part of my life?

3. Is there pain | need to bring before God in lament? What emotions am | holding back?

4. How can | incorporate rest and self-care into my weekly routine to find renewal in God's
presence?

5. What lies have | believed about myself, and what biblical truths can | use to counter

them?

6. Is there someone | need to forgive, or an area of bitterness | need to release to God?

Personal Applications
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1. Dedicate Time to Prayer and Meditation: Make space each day to spend quiet time with
God, asking Him to heal any areas of hurt or anxiety.

2. Embrace Worship: Seek opportunities for both personal and corporate worship,
remembering that God is worthy of praise even in our hardest moments.

3. Practice Lament: Bring your honest feelings to God, using the Psalms as a model to
guide you in expressing your pain.

4. Prioritize Rest: Commit to a rhythm of rest each week, intentionally slowing down to
experience God's peace.

5. Identify and Replace Lies with Truth: Make a list of any lies you believe about yourself
and counter them with specific Bible verses that affirm God's love and promises.

6. Forgive and Release: Begin the journey of forgiveness, asking God to help you let go of

bitterness, trusting that He will bring you peace.

As Paul continued to walk this path, each biblical practice became a cornerstone of his healing
journey. By praying, worshipping, lamenting, resting, reframing lies, and forgiving, he
experienced God's presence in ways he had never known.
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As Paul's journey progressed, he found himself wondering if God had a purpose for his pain.
The struggles he had endured seemed overwhelming at times, and yet he began to see
glimmers of meaning and growth in his heart. Slowly, he realized that God was using even the
broken places of his past to shape him, deepen his character, and prepare him for something
greater. In this chapter, we explore the transformation of pain into purpose, discovering how

God uses our suffering to grow us, help others, and bring glory to His name.

God's Concern with Our Character Over Our Comfort

As Paul drew closer to God, he recognized a powerful truth: God is more concerned with our
character than our comfort. Scripture emphasizes that our earthly journey is about refining us

to become more like Christ, and that often means experiencing trials.

Romans 5:3-4 (NASB) says, “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing
that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven
character, hope.” Each painful experience was shaping Paul’s character, building resilience,

compassion, and faith within him.

Paul started to understand that God's purpose was not just to remove his PTSD but to deepen
his trust in the One who promised never to leave him. Like a potter shaping clay, God was at
work molding Paul's heart and character through the difficulties he faced. It was a journey that
required surrender, letting go of comfort, and embracing God's work in his life, even when it

was painful.
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Reflection: God may allow discomfort to refine our character. When we yield to His work, even
the most challenging moments can be used for our good and His glory. God's ultimate aim is

our holiness, shaping us to bear the image of Christ more clearly.

Strength Through Weakness: God's Power Perfected in Our Vulnerahilities

Paul's journey echoed the Apostle Paul's own words, “For when | am weak, then | am strong” (2
Corinthians 12:10, NASB). He recognized that his struggles revealed his own limitations, yet

this weakness allowed God's strength to shine through. In his moments of greatest

vulnerability, Paul experienced the faithfulness and power of God more profoundly than he ever

had before. He came to understand that his brokenness didn't disqualify him; it became the

very thing that allowed God's grace to fill him.

In his weakest moments, Paul experienced a reliance on God that he hadn't known in his own
strength. Through tears and trials, he felt God's power carrying him through, helping him
endure the scars of trauma. His faith was strengthened as he saw God's hand in the smallest
details of his healing, and he began to realize that his weakness was a platform for God's

strength.

Reflection: When we acknowledge our weaknesses and rely on God, His power becomes
evident in our lives. Our limitations remind us of our dependence on Him, deepening our faith

and allowing God's grace to transform us.

Finding Greater Empathy and Ministry Through Pain
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As Paul continued to heal, he realized that his experiences had given him a unique perspective
on suffering. He found himself drawn to others who struggled with trauma and pain, and his
heart broke for those who felt alone in their battles. God began to use his story as a source of
comfort and encouragement for others who were hurting. Paul’s journey transformed him into
a vessel of God's compassion, able to empathize with others in a way that words alone could

not express.

By allowing God to use his pain, Paul’s life became a testimony to the healing and hope found
in Christ. He became a listening ear for others, a friend who understood the silent pain of
trauma, and a voice of hope for those struggling to find peace. The Apostle Paul's words in 2
Corinthians 1:4 resonated with him deeply: “who comforts us in all our affliction so that we
may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God” (NASB). Paul found purpose in sharing the same comfort he

had received, creating a ripple effect of God's love.

Reflection: Pain can cultivate empathy within us, allowing us to reach out to others in ways we
couldn't otherwise. When we let God redeem our suffering, we become vessels of His love,

sharing hope and comfort with those who need it most.

Embracing God's Redemptive Story in Our Lives

Paul's journey through PTSD showed him that God's redemption is woven into every chapter of
our story. Each moment of pain, each hardship, each setback had a place in God's larger
narrative of grace and restoration. What Paul had once seen as wasted years of suffering, he

now viewed as stepping stones toward a greater purpose.
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God's redemptive work is evident throughout the Bible, transforming the broken into the
beautiful. From Joseph's betrayal by his brothers to his rise to power in Egypt, to Peter’s denial
of Christ followed by his commissioning as a church leader, Scripture reminds us that God
takes what the enemy meant for harm and turns it into good. Paul began to see his life through
this lens—his pain was not wasted but redeemed as part of God's story. He found peace in

trusting that every part of his journey, including his PTSD, had a purpose in God's plan.

Reflection: Embracing God's redemptive work in our lives allows us to see our pain through a
different perspective. Trusting that God uses all things for our good enables us to live with

hope, believing that our story is part of His larger narrative of grace.

The Impact of Paul's Transformation on Others

Paul's healing journey didn't just impact him; it touched the lives of those around him. His
newfound empathy, compassion, and reliance on God became a testimony that inspired others
to seek their own healing in Christ. His story encouraged his friends, family, and church

community, showing them the power of God's transformative work.

The Apostle Paul's words in Philippians 1:6 gave him strength: “For | am confident of this very
thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus”
(NASB). Paul saw God's faithful work in his life as a sign of His commitment to bring healing
and transformation to others. His life became a living testimony of God's power to restore, and

he encouraged others to trust in the One who had brought him through.
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Reflection: When we allow God to heal and transform us, our story becomes a source of

encouragement for others. Living beyond our own pain opens the door for us to serve others,

showing them that hope and healing are possible.

Reflective Questions

1. How has my journey shaped my character, and how can | see God's hand in my
struggles?

2. Are there areas of weakness in my life that | need to surrender, allowing God's strength
to shine through?

3. How has my pain given me greater empathy, and how can | use it to minister to others?

4. Do | trust that God can redeem every part of my story for His purposes?

5. How can | share my journey to inspire and encourage those who are hurting?

Personal Applications

1. Seek God's Perspective on Your Pain: Reflect on how God has been at work in your
struggles, shaping your character and drawing you closer to Him.

2. Surrender Your Weaknesses: Allow God to use your areas of vulnerability, trusting that
His strength is perfected in them.

3. Offer Empathy and Comfort to Others: Look for opportunities to listen, encourage, and
share God's love with those who are hurting.

4. Embrace Your Redemptive Story: Trust that God's purpose is at work in every chapter of
your life, even the painful ones.

5. Live with Purpose Beyond Pain: Let your life be a testimony to God's healing, using your

journey to impact others and glorify Him.
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As Paul continued his journey, he found that his life had a new sense of purpose. His trauma
had once held him captive, but now, through God's healing power, he lived with a heart full of
compassion, strength in his weakness, and an unshakable faith in God's redemptive story. He
no longer saw himself as defined by his pain but as a child of God, transformed by grace and

called to a greater purpose.

Bottom of Form

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
70



10

Chapter 9: The Final Healing:
A Glimpse Into Eternity
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As Paul's journey through trauma neared a
sense of resolution, he found himself longing
for something beyond his earthly healing. He
had come far, experiencing transformation
and peace, but he knew that a full restoration
would be realized only in eternity. This
chapter explores the hope we have as
Christians in the new heaven and new earth,
where God promises complete healing and
restoration. For those who have suffered
deeply, this eternal perspective brings a
sense of peace and expectation, inviting us
to look beyond our present struggles and

toward our final victory over suffering.

Our Hope for Full Restoration
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Paul came to see that while God's grace had
healed much of his pain, a final and complete
healing awaited him in eternity. Scripture
promises a future where God will restore all
things, wipe away every tear, and banish
suffering forever. Revelation 21:4 (NASB)
paints a beautiful picture of this eternal hope:
“and He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes; and there will no longer be any death;
there will no longer be any mourning, or
crying, or pain; the first things have passed
away.” Paul found peace in knowing that his
trauma would not have the last word—God

would.

This promise of eternity reminds us that the
struggles we face now are temporary, and
that God has prepared a place of eternal joy
and rest for those who trust in Him. For Paul,
this hope became a source of daily strength,
helping him to endure with patience and
purpose, knowing that one day, his

brokenness would be fully healed.
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Reflection: Our ultimate healing awaits us in eternity, a place where God will bring perfect
peace. No matter the depth of our suffering, we can live with hope, knowing that God's promise

of full restoration is sure.

What the Bible Promises for Those Who Have Suffered Deeply

The Bible speaks tenderly to those who have endured deep suffering, offering promises that
point to a future filled with peace, joy, and purpose. Isaiah 61:3 (NASB) says God will “grant
those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting." These words were a comfort to
Paul, who began to see his suffering not as an end in itself, but as part of God's redemptive

plan to create beauty out of brokenness.

For those with PTSD, the promise of eternity means more than an escape from pain—it
represents a place where they will experience the fullness of joy and peace that Christ has
prepared for them. Paul began to understand that his story was part of a larger narrative of
redemption, one in which every tear would be redeemed, every loss restored. His journey

reminded him that God's promises are not empty; they are eternal and unbreakable.

Reflection: God's promises offer hope to those who have suffered, reminding us that the

deepest wounds will be met with eternal comfort and joy in His presence.

Living with Eternity in Mind: Our Final Victory Over Suffering
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Paul found that living with an eternal perspective changed the way he viewed his suffering.
Instead of focusing on the hardship itself, he began to look beyond it, holding fast to the hope
of heaven. The Apostle Paul captured this eternal mindset in Romans 8:18 (NASB): “For |
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
that is to be revealed to us." These words gave Paul a sense of purpose beyond his pain, as he
understood that his struggles were preparing him for a future glory that far outweighed his

suffering.

Living with eternity in mind allowed Paul to let go of the weight of his trauma, trusting that the
full victory over his pain was assured in Christ. He found peace in the knowledge that his life
here was only a shadow of what awaited him in heaven—a place free from suffering, where
God's love and presence would satisfy every need. This eternal hope helped him endure, giving

him a steady sense of purpose even in moments of struggle.

Reflection: When we live with eternity in mind, we gain a new perspective on our suffering,
recognizing that the joy and peace of heaven far outweigh the pain of this life. This hope

empowers us to endure and to live with purpose.

Final Words of Encouragement for the PTSD Sufferer

Paul's journey had shown him that God is near to the brokenhearted and that He faithfully
walks alongside us through every valley. His final words of encouragement for those struggling
with PTSD centered on the truth of God's presence and promises. Psalm 34:18 (NASB) had
become a life verse for him: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are
crushed in spirit.” This verse reminded him, and those he shared it with, that God's love is

steadfast, even in the darkest moments.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
74



PTSD AND THE GOSPEL

For those wrestling with trauma, Paul’s journey is a testament to the power of God's love,
grace, and restoration. He encouraged others to hold fast to their faith, to seek God in their
pain, and to trust that every tear shed would be redeemed. He reminded them that while
healing may be a lifelong journey, God promises a final victory in eternity, where they will

experience the fullness of His peace and joy.

Reflection: God is always near to those who suffer, offering His comfort and strength. We can

take heart, knowing that He walks with us now and will bring us to perfect peace in eternity.

Embracing God's Redemptive Story in Our Lives and the Lives of Others

As Paul neared the end of his journey, he saw how God had used his struggles to shape him
into a person of empathy, faith, and resilience. He came to understand that his life, once
marked by pain, was now a testament to God's redemptive power. By sharing his story with
others, he found a sense of purpose that went beyond his own healing. His journey became a
source of hope for others, a reminder that God is faithful to heal and restore.

For Paul, embracing God's redemptive story meant viewing his trauma not as a barrier, but as a
bridge to deeper faith and ministry to others. He saw himself as part of a larger narrative of
grace, a story that continued even beyond this life. As he looked forward to eternity, he found
peace in knowing that every hardship had been redeemed and that he was part of God's

eternal work.

Reflection: Embracing God's redemptive story allows us to see our pain through His eyes,
finding purpose and meaning even in the hardest parts of our journey.
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Paul's Final Reflections on His Journey

At the end of his journey, Paul had come to some powerful conclusions. He realized that God
had been with him in every moment, working through his pain to draw him closer and to reveal
His love in ways he never could have imagined. Through his experiences, Paul learned the

depths of God's compassion, the strength found in weakness, and the hope of eternity.

He understood that while PTSD had shaped parts of his life, it no longer defined him. He saw
himself as a child of God, loved, restored, and filled with purpose. He knew that one day he
would stand before God, fully healed, fully whole, and that his suffering would be but a shadow
in the light of God's glory. His final reflections were ones of gratitude—for the strength God had

given him, for the lessons learned, and for the eternal hope that awaited him.

Reflection: When we let God transform our pain, we gain a sense of peace and purpose that
transcends our circumstances. Like Paul, we can live with a heart full of gratitude, trusting that
God's promises are true.

Reflective Questions

1. How does the promise of eternity shape my perspective on suffering and healing?

2. What areas of my life need the hope and peace that only God's eternal promises can
provide?

3. How can I live with an eternal mindset, trusting that my present struggles are preparing
me for a future glory?

4. In what ways can | embrace God's redemptive story for my life, even through the pain?

5. How can my journey encourage others to find hope in God's promises?
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Personal Applications

1. Meditate on Eternal Promises: Reflect on Scriptures about heaven and God's promises
of restoration, allowing them to comfort and strengthen you.

2. Live with Purpose Beyond Pain: Seek ways to share your journey and offer hope to
others, trusting that God can use your story to bring healing to those who are hurting.

3. Rest in God's Nearness: Remember that God is always near to the brokenhearted. Allow
His presence to comfort you in moments of pain and uncertainty.

4. Embrace God's Story of Redemption: Trust that God's redemptive work is at play in every
chapter of your life, including the hardest parts.

5. Hold Fast to Your Eternal Hope: Let the promise of heaven and the joy awaiting you give

you strength to endure, reminding you that your final healing is secure in Christ.

As Paul looked toward eternity, he was filled with a sense of hope that no earthly suffering
could diminish. His life had become a testimony of God's faithfulness, and he knew that his
journey was only the beginning of a story that would unfold in eternity. With each step, he grew
closer to the One who would one day wipe away every tear, restoring him to perfect peace. For
Paul, and for all who have suffered, the promise of final healing is a beacon of hope, reminding
us that our journey does not end in pain, but in the presence of our Savior, fully healed, fully

whole.
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1. Prayer for Peace and Protection

“Lord, You are my refuge and fortress; my God,

in whom | trust” — Psalm 91:2 (NASB) LISTENING

Prayer:

Heavenly Father,

In the quiet of my heart, | ask You to draw near

to me. Surround me with Your peace that

surpasses all understanding and shield me h
F—_—

from the fear that threatens to overwhelm me \ . h
In my moments of anxiety and worry, let me
sense Your presence and remember Your
promise to never leave or forsake me. May Prayer:
Your angels encamp around me, guarding my

heart and mind in Christ Jesus.

In Jesus' name, Amen.
2. Prayer for Restoration of Mind

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind." —
Romans 12:2 (NASB)
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Lord Jesus,

You know the thoughts that trouble me, the memories that linger, and the fears that invade my
mind. | ask that You would restore my mind, healing the broken places and renewing my
thoughts. Help me to fix my thoughts on what is true, noble, right, pure, and lovely. Fill my mind
with Your peace, and empower me to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

In Your powerful name, Amen.

3. Prayer for Healing of the Soul

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” — Psalm 147:3 (NASB)

Prayer:

Gracious Father,

My soul feels weary and wounded by the pain of my past. But | trust in Your promise that You
are close to the brokenhearted. | ask You to heal my soul, to mend the places that feel
shattered, and to restore joy where sorrow has taken root. Help me to experience Your love
more deeply and to find rest in Your unfailing care.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

4. Prayer for Healing of the Body

“The Lord sustains him on his sickbed:; in his illness, You restore him to health." — Psalm 41:3
(NASB)
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Prayer:

Jehovah Rapha, my Healer,

| bring my body before You, aware of the tension, fatigue, and pain that trauma has left behind.
Touch my body with Your healing hand, bringing relief, renewal, and strength. Breathe Your life-
giving Spirit into me, restoring vitality and health. May every cell in my body be aligned with
Your will, healed in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

5. Prayer for Healing of the Spirit

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me." — Psalm 51:10
(NASB)

Prayer:

Holy Spirit,

| ask You to renew my spirit and cleanse my heart. Where bitterness, fear, or despair have
taken hold, fill me with Your presence. Help me to forgive where forgiveness is needed, to trust
where trust has been broken, and to hope again. Strengthen my spirit to follow Your lead each
day and to rest in Your love.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Regqular Liturgies for Healing and Restoration
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These liturgies can be recited daily or weekly, alone or with others, to reinforce God's promises
and remind us of His continuous presence and care.

Liturgy for Peace Amid Fear

Leader: “The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.”
Response: “‘He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters, He

restores my soul.

Leader: “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
You are with me.”

Response: “Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

All: Lord, surround us with Your peace, a peace that cannot be shaken, even in times of fear
and darkness. Remind us that You are with us, watching over us. In You, we are safe.
Amen.

Liturgy for Restoration of Mind

Leader: “You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in
You." — Isaiah 26:3

Response: Lord, keep my mind in Your peace and renew it with Your truth.
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Leader: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-
discipline.” — 2 Timothy 1:7

Response: Holy Spirit, strengthen my mind with Your truth and discipline my thoughts to rest in
You.

All: We believe that Your Word is living and active, able to discern the thoughts and intentions
of our hearts. Let it transform and renew our minds each day.

Amen.

Liturgy for Healing the Brokenhearted

Leader: “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” —
Psalm 34:18

Response: Lord, be near us in our brokenness. Hold us close and bring healing to our hearts.

Leader: “He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives." —
Isaiah 61:1

Response: Bind up our wounds, Lord Jesus, and free us from the weight of the past.

All: We trust in Your healing power and in Your love that never fails. You are the Healer of the
broken, and we rest in You.

Amen.

Liturgy for Overcoming Trauma and Embracing Hope
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Leader: “I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry." — Psalm 40:1

Response: You are our hope, O Lord, our rock and our salvation.

Leader: "He lifted me out of the pit of despair, out of the mud and mire; He set my feet on a
rock.” — Psalm 40:2

Response: You are our Rescuer, setting us free from despair and lifting us to new life.

All: We look to You, Lord, and place our hope in Your promises. We believe that You will bring
beauty from our ashes and strength from our weakness.

Amen.

Closing Reflection and Prayer

In times of trauma, pain, or fear, these prayers and liturgies remind us of God's unchanging
character. They help us to realign our hearts, minds, bodies, and spirits with His promises. By
praying and reciting these truths regularly, we invite God's healing into every part of our lives,

knowing that He is faithful to restore, protect, and comfort us.

Final Prayer:

Lord, thank You for Your unfailing love, which meets me at every moment. Help me to trust in
Your promises and to seek Your face daily, knowing that You are near to the brokenhearted and
ready to restore. Renew my strength, heal my pain, and fill me with Your peace, that | may walk
in Your light and hope.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Scripture Reading Plan
for the Healing of PTSD
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This 30-day reading plan is designed to guide
those suffering from PTSD through Scripture
passages that speak to healing, peace,
comfort, and the restoration that God
provides. Each week focuses on a theme
related to the journey of healing and finding
hope.

Week 1: Finding Comfort in God's Presence

BIBLE
READING
PLAN
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1. Day 1: Psalm 23 - The Lord is My Shepherd

2. Day 2: Psalm 34:17-18 - The Lord is Near to
the Brokenhearted

3. Day 3: Psalm 91 - God, Our Refuge and
Fortress

4. Day 4 Isaiah 41:10 - Do Not Fear, | Am with
You

5. Day 5: Matthew 11:28-30 - Rest for the
Weary

6. Day 6: John 14:27 - Peace | Leave with You

7. Day 7: Philippians 4:6-7 - Peace Beyond

Understanding

Week 2: God's Healing Power

1. Day 8: Psalm 147:3 - Healing for the
Brokenhearted

2. Day 9: Isaiah 53:3-5 - By His Wounds, We
Are Healed

3. Day 10: Jeremiah 30:17 - Restoring Health
and Healing Wounds

4. Day 11: Malachi 4:2 - The Sun of
Righteousness and Healing

5. Day 12: Mark 5:25-34 - Healing of the
Woman with the Issue of Blood

6. Day 13: James 5:14-16 - Prayer and Healing

7. Day 14: Revelation 21:4 - God Will Wipe

Away Every Tear
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Week 3: Finding Strength and Courage

1. Day 15: Psalm 46:1-3 - God is Our Refuge and Strength

2. Day 16: Isaiah 40:28-31 - Renewed Strength in the Lord

3. Day 17: 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 - Strength in Weakness

4. Day 18: Joshua 1:9 - Be Strong and Courageous

5. Day 19: 1 Peter 5:7 - Casting All Your Anxiety on Him

6. Day 20: 2 Timothy 1:7 - Spirit of Power, Love, and a Sound Mind
7. Day 21: Psalm 62:5-8 - God, My Rock and Refuge

Week 4: Renewing the Mind

1. Day 22: Romans 12:1-2 - Be Transformed by the Renewing of Your Mind
2. Day 23: 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 - Taking Every Thought Captive

3. Day 24 Philippians 4:8-9 - Meditate on These Things

4. Day 25: Colossians 3:1-3 - Setting Your Mind on Things Above

5. Day 26: Ephesians 4:22-24 - Putting on a New Self

6. Day 27: Hebrews 4:12 - The Word of God is Living and Active

7. Day 28: Psalm 119:105 - God's Word as a Light to My Path

Week 5: Embracing God's Redemption and Hope

1. Day 29: Romans 8:28 - All Things Work Together for Good
2. Day 30: Romans 8:38-39 - Nothing Can Separate Us from God's Love

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL

87



13

Additional Resources for
PTSD Support



For individuals navigating PTSD, there are many helpful resources that provide understanding,
encouragement, and practical support. Here's a selection of books, websites, podcasts, and

ministries designed to help those on a journey toward healing.

Books
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."The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of Trauma" by Bessel

van der Kolk

A foundational text on trauma and its effects, written by a leading trauma expert.

. "Healing the Wounded Heart" by Dan Allender

This book addresses the deep pain of trauma and abuse from a Christian perspective,

offering pathways to healing.

. "Switch On Your Brain: The Key to Peak Happiness, Thinking, and Health" by Dr. Caroline

Leaf
A Christian neuroscientist explores how thoughts can transform our brains, particularly

useful for those overcoming trauma.

. "Mending the Soul: Understanding and Healing Abuse" by Steven R. Tracy

Provides insights into trauma and healing from a biblical standpoint, particularly

focusing on abuse.

. "Suffering and the Heart of God: How Trauma Destroys and Christ Restores" by Diane

Langberg
A powerful book from a Christian psychologist who has extensive experience helping
trauma survivors.

Websites
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1. American PTSD Association - www.aptsdassociation.org
Offers resources, articles, and support networks for those suffering from PTSD.
2. National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI) - www.nami.org
A reliable source of information on PTSD, mental health resources, and community
support.
3. Focus on the Family’s PTSD Resources - www.focusonthefamily.com
Christian-based resources for individuals and families coping with PTSD and trauma.
4. Biblical Counseling Coalition - www.biblicalcounselingcoalition.org
A resource for biblical counseling on a range of issues, including PTSD and trauma
recovery.
5. GriefShare - www.griefshare.org
While focused on grief, this program can also offer comfort and support to trauma

sufferers through a biblical lens.

Podcasts
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. The Place We Find Ourselves (Adam Young)

A podcast that explores trauma, abuse, and healing from a biblically grounded

perspective.

. Restoring the Soul (Michael John Cusick)

Focused on topics related to inner healing, trauma, and transformation through Christ.

. The Healing Trauma Podcast

Offers insights into trauma and healing, with a variety of experts sharing their

knowledge, many episodes centered on holistic and faith-based approaches.

. Dr. Caroline Leaf Podcast

Christian neuroscientist Dr. Caroline Leaf provides episodes on trauma recovery, mental

health, and renewing the mind.

. Therapy & Theology (Lysa TerKeurst)

Covers a range of issues, including trauma and emotional healing, from a Christian

perspective.

Ministries
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1. Celebrate Recovery - www.celebraterecovery.com
A Christ-centered recovery program that helps individuals address hurts, hang-ups, and
habits, including trauma.
2. American Association of Christian Counselors (AACC) - www.aacc.net
Provides a network of Christian counselors who specialize in trauma and PTSD recovery.
3. Grace Alliance - www.mentalhealthgracealliance.org
Christian mental health support, providing support groups, tools, and resources for
individuals and families affected by trauma.
4. Shepherd's House Ministries - www.shepherdshouseministries.org
Specializes in helping trauma and abuse survivors through biblically based trauma
recovery programs.
5. Reboot Recovery - www.rebootrecovery.com
A Christ-centered trauma recovery program for veterans, first responders, and families

coping with trauma.

These resources and tools can be combined with the Scripture reading plan to help readers
draw closer to God in their journey of healing. By focusing on both biblical truths and practical
support, individuals affected by PTSD can begin to experience wholeness and the abundant life

God desires for them.
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Thank You for Traveling This Journey
of Healing and Restoration
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Dear Reader,

Thank you for allowing this book to be a companion on your path toward healing and restoration. It
takes courage to face pain, faith to trust in God's promises, and perseverance to walk the road of
recovery. Every step you have taken is a testament to your strength and to the power of God's

sustaining grace.

Healing is a journey, not a one-time event, and this journey requires continual surrender and trust in
the One who knows you fully. Along the way, you may experience setbacks or times when the pain

feels overwhelming. Yet in those moments, remember that God is present with you, that He is close

to the brokenhearted, and that He binds up wounds in ways only He can.
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As you continue moving forward, remember to stand firm in the Lord. Let His Word guide your
thoughts, His Spirit strengthen your heart, and His love be the anchor for your soul. God is
working in you, and His purposes are for good, to give you hope and a future. Though the
journey may be challenging, it is also a journey of profound transformation—a journey that

allows you to witness the power of God to redeem and restore.

| challenge you to be strong and steadfast in the Lord. Keep your eyes fixed on Him, for He is
your refuge and strength. And as you press on, know that this healing is not only for you but

can also serve as a beacon of hope to others who need to know that healing is possible.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Thank You for Your boundless love and faithfulness. You know the depths of my soul, my pain,
my struggles, and my fears. In the places where | feel broken, | ask for Your healing touch.

Remind me daily that You are with me and that | am never alone.

Help me to stand firm in Your truth and to be strong in the power of Your Spirit. Guard my heart
and mind, filling me with Your peace that surpasses all understanding. Lead me in paths of

righteousness, and show me how my life can reflect Your grace and love to others.
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As | continue this journey, may | find rest in You and strength for every step ahead. Let my
story of healing be a testimony of Your goodness and power, bringing hope and
encouragement to those who need it. Thank You for walking with me, for healing me, and for
renewing me. In Your presence, | find my hope, my strength, and my peace.

In Jesus’ name, | pray, Amen.

May you go forward with courage and the peace that comes from knowing you are deeply
loved by God. Stand firm, be strong in Him, and know that He will be faithful to complete the

good work He has begun in you.

Serenity Poem for the Journey of PTSD

In the quiet depths of my soul | seek,
A calm that's gentle, firm yet meek.
Through storms of memory, pain, and fear,

| long for peace to draw me near.

Grant me courage to face what lies within,
To let the light of truth begin.
Where shadows dwell and wounds reside,

Be my comfort, be my guide.

PTSD AND THE GOSPEL
97



PTSD AND THE GOSPEL

Help me release what | cannot mend,
And trust Your love that knows no end.
In every wound, in every scar,

You meet me here, no matter how far.

Teach me to breathe, to rest, to find,
The healing balm that soothes my mind.
Though storms may rage, Your peace remains,

A steady hand through all my pains.

Lord, be my strength when mine is gone,
A refuge safe to lean upon.
In You, | find my true release,

A heart restored, a soul at peace.

May this prayer bring serenity and remind you of the unbreakable strength and hope found in

Him as you walk through each day.

bro. jeff

Top of Form

Bottom of Form
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