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1. Introduction: Navigating the Landscape of Influence
This report establishes a comprehensive framework for understanding what con-
stitutes "public prominence" for individuals in Hong Kong. While an accompanying
image may depict various figures, the provided research lacks sufficient informa-
tion to unequivocally identify them. Therefore, this analysis will move beyond spe-
cific identification to broadly discuss the diverse categories and evolving contexts
that define public importance in the city.

We'll explore various spheres of influence, including politics, activism, business,
and culture, drawing on both historical and contemporary examples from the pro-
vided research material. A significant focus will be placed on Hong Kong's dynamic
political landscape, particularly how recent legislative changes have profoundly re-
shaped the nature and risks associated with public prominence.

2. Defining Prominence: Key Spheres of Influence in Hong
Kong
Public importance in Hong Kong is multifaceted, categorized by the primary do-
mains in which prominent figures exert influence. These categories reflect individ-
uals' diverse contributions to society and the city's development.

Political Leadership and Governance

Individuals holding significant governmental roles or shaping the city's political di-
rection often hold prominence. Examples include Chief Executives like Donald
Tsang and Leung Chun-ying, who served as heads of government, and high-rank-
ing officials such as Carrie Lam, John Lee Ka-chiu, Anson Chan, and Henry Tang
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(Lam, 2023; Tsang & Lee, 2022; Fraser Institute, n.d.). Their importance stems from
executive power, policymaking authority, and their representation of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region.

Hong Kong's governmental structure, where the Chief Executive is elected by a re-
stricted 1,200-member Election Committee (primarily business and professional
sectors) and subsequently appointed by Beijing (Basic Law, 1990; Legislative Coun-
cil, 2021), implies that political importance within the formal system isn't solely
based on popular mandate. It also derives from elite consensus and central gov-
ernment approval. This creates a distinct path to prominence compared to fully
democratic systems. The extensive lists of government officials (Lam, 2023) and
details about the Chief Executive election process (Basic Law, 1990) demonstrate
that while an electoral mechanism exists, the ultimate validation and authority
come from Beijing and a narrow, largely pro-establishment electoral base. The im-
portance of these political figures is intrinsically linked to their position within this
specific political structure, which prioritizes stability and alignment with central
government directives over broad public support. This contrasts sharply with how
political importance would be defined in a fully democratic system and with the
prominence of pro-democracy figures who often gained significance outside this
formal system.

Pro-Democracy Activism and Opposition

A distinct and historically significant category of prominent figures includes those
involved in the pro-democracy movement. Names such as Albert Ho, Cyd Ho (AP
News, 2025), Nathan Law, Edward Leung, Agnes Chow, and Joshua Wong (Chow,
2020; Wong, 2021) are repeatedly mentioned across various sources, indicating
their high public profiles. These individuals gained importance through their advo-
cacy for greater autonomy, universal suffrage, and civil liberties, often leading or
participating in large-scale protests like the 2014 Occupy Movement and the
2019–2020 protests (Cheung, 2015; Fung, 2016; Human Rights Watch, 2020; Ma,
2021).

The prominence of these figures is directly linked to their willingness to challenge
the established political order and their role in mobilizing public dissent. Their im-
portance doesn't stem from formal power but from their symbolic representation
of public aspirations for democratic reforms, often at great personal risk. Research
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indicates that the Occupy Movement, also known as the Umbrella Movement, be-
gan in September 2014 as a response to Beijing's decision to restrict the election of
the Chief Executive, leading to mass protests for genuine universal suffrage (Che-
ung, 2015; Fung, 2016). The anti-government protests of 2019-2020 were triggered
by an extradition bill, expanding to broader calls for democratic reform and an in-
vestigation into alleged police brutality (Human Rights Watch, 2020; Ma, 2021).
These movements underscore how leaders and prominent figures became highly
visible and influential by articulating and embodying widespread grievances. Their
importance thus arises from their ability to galvanize public opinion and lead col-
lective action, even without holding formal political office, making them key figures
in the city's socio-political narrative.

Business and Philanthropy

Hong Kong's status as a global financial hub means that business magnates and
entrepreneurs enjoy significant importance. Figures such as Henry Fok (Forbes,
2006), Stanley Ho (Chan, 2020a), Lee Shau Kee, and Walter Kwok are examples,
known for their immense wealth, business empires, and often their philanthropic
endeavors. Their influence extends to economic policy, urban development, and
social welfare through their investments and donations.

The intertwining of business and politics in Hong Kong is a long-standing feature,
with economic importance often translating into political influence, especially
given the composition of the Chief Executive's Election Committee (Basic Law,
1990). This suggests a symbiotic relationship where business leaders are impor-
tant not only for their economic contributions but also for their indirect political
influence and their role in shaping the city's governance. The provided information
lists numerous prominent businessmen and tycoons (Forbes, 2006; Chan, 2020a;
Lee, 2023; Kwok, 2018). Crucially, the Basic Law (1990), in describing the political
system, states that the Chief Executive is elected by a committee whose members
are "mainly from the business and professional sectors." This structural arrange-
ment inherently grants the business community significant political leverage and
access. The importance of these economic figures is therefore amplified by their
direct or indirect role in the political selection process and their influence on policy,
creating a unique form of "importance" that merges economic power with political
access and decision-making.
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Cultural and Entertainment Icons

Hong Kong boasts a vibrant cultural scene, producing internationally recognized
actors, singers, and film directors. Jackie Chan (Chan, 2020b), Kelly Chen (Chen,
2025), Chow Yun-fat (Britannica, n.d.), Leslie Cheung (Cheung, 2025), Maggie Che-
ung (IMDb, n.d.), and Ann Hui (IMDb, n.d.) are examples of individuals who have
achieved international prominence, contributing to Hong Kong's soft power and
cultural identity. Their importance is tied to their artistic achievements, public ap-
peal, and their role in shaping global perceptions of Hong Kong.

While seemingly apolitical, the global recognition of these cultural figures contrib-
utes to Hong Kong's international standing and soft power. Their "importance" can
subtly influence perceptions of the city and its resilience, even as the political land-
scape drastically shifts, offering a different narrative than that dominated by polit-
ical events. The provided text extensively lists actors, singers, and film directors,
many of whom are internationally acclaimed (Chan, 2020b; Chen, 2025; Britannica,
n.d.; Cheung, 2025; IMDb, n.d.). Their global fame brings significant positive atten-
tion to Hong Kong, showcasing the city's creative output and cultural vibrancy. This
contributes to the city's "soft power"—its ability to influence through attraction
rather than coercion. Even if these individuals do not engage in overt political ac-
tivities, their existence as celebrated global figures from Hong Kong adds a layer of
"importance" to the city's overall image and influence on the world stage, distinct
from political or economic metrics.

Category of Prominence Examples (with citations)
Political Leaders (Government
Officials)

Donald Tsang (Tsang & Lee,
2022), Carrie Lam (Lam, 2023),
John Lee Ka-chiu (Lam, 2023), An-
son Chan (Fraser Institute, n.d.),
Allen Lee (Lee, 2019), Starry Lee
(Lee, 2024)

Pro-Democracy Activists Nathan Law (Law, 2021), Joshua
Wong (Wong, 2021), Agnes Chow
(Chow, 2020), Edward Leung (Le-
ung, 2019), Albert Ho (AP News,
2025), Cyd Ho (AP News, 2025),
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Category of Prominence Examples (with citations)
Leung Kwok-hung (AP News,
2025)

Business Magnates & En-
trepreneurs

Stanley Ho (Chan, 2020a), Henry
Fok (Forbes, 2006), Lee Shau Kee
(Lee, 2023), Run Run Shaw
(Shaw, 2014), Walter Kwok
(Kwok, 2018)

Cultural & Entertainment Icons Jackie Chan (Chan, 2020b), Kelly
Chen (Chen, 2025), Chow Yun-fat
(Britannica, n.d.), Leslie Cheung
(Cheung, 2025), Maggie Cheung
(IMDb, n.d.), Ann Hui (IMDb, n.d.)

Athletes Lee Lai Shan (Lee, 2000), Marco
Fu (Fu, 2025), Fu Mingxia (Fu,
2025)

Academics/Researchers Charles K. Kao (Kao, 2009) (engi-
neer/physicist)

3. The Evolving Political Landscape: A Crucial Dimension of Im-
portance
Political developments, particularly the shift towards greater control from Beijing,
have fundamentally redefined what it means to be "important" in Hong Kong, es-
pecially for those engaged in political dissent.

The Rise and Suppression of Pro-Democracy Movements

Historically, public importance for many in Hong Kong was tied to their role in ad-
vocating for democratic reforms and civil liberties. The League of Social Democrats
(LSD), founded in 2006, was a notable pro-democracy party known for its "aggres-
sive tactics" and organizing street protests (AP News, 2025). They gained promi-
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nence by directly challenging the government and advocating for underprivileged
residents.

The shift from public protest as a legitimate and impactful form of expression to
one that is increasingly criminalized marks a profound change in the criteria for
political importance. Figures once prominent for leading demonstrations now ac-
crue "importance" through their endurance of legal consequences, their symbolic
resistance, or their continued advocacy from outside Hong Kong. Sources explicitly
describe the history of the League of Social Democrats in organizing protests and
its eventual disbandment due to "immense political pressure" (AP News, 2025).
Major protest movements, such as the Occupy Movement of 2014 (Cheung, 2015;
Fung, 2016) and the 2019-2020 protests (Human Rights Watch, 2020; Ma, 2021),
were periods where public demonstrations were a primary and visible avenue for
political figures to gain prominence and exert influence. The subsequent suppres-
sion, however, has fundamentally altered this dynamic. The act of protesting itself,
and leadership within it, has transitioned from a mark of public influence to a po-
tential criminal act, thereby changing the nature of "importance" associated with
such activities. Importance now shifts from active public leadership to enduring
persecution or maintaining symbolic resistance.

Impact of National Security Legislation

The imposition of the National Security Law (NSL) by Beijing in June 2020 and the
subsequent enactment of Article 23 (Safeguarding National Security Ordinance) in
March 2024 have drastically altered the political landscape (Chan, 2020b; Al
Jazeera, 2024; Legislative Council, 2024). These laws criminalize offenses such as
subversion, secession, terrorism, and collusion with foreign forces, with penalties
extending to life imprisonment (Amnesty International, 2023; Al Jazeera, 2024).

As a direct consequence of these laws, "many leading activists were prosecuted or
imprisoned" (AP News, 2025), dozens of civil society groups were disbanded, and
government-critical media outlets were closed (Hong Kong Watch, 2023). The
"near total incarceration of our leadership" (Amnesty International, 2023) for par-
ties like the LSD is a direct result. Prominent figures such as Jimmy Lai were ar-
rested and convicted (Lai, 2021). Amnesty International research indicates that
over 80% of individuals convicted under the NSL since its enactment on June 30,
2020, were unjustly criminalized, with bail frequently denied and prolonged pre-
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trial detention common (Amnesty International, 2023). Article 23 further broadens
definitions of "state secrets" and introduces new offenses like "external interfer-
ence," targeting collaboration with foreign entities, and expands police detention
powers, raising significant human rights concerns (Human Rights Watch, 2024; Al
Jazeera, 2024). These legislative changes represent a systematic legal redefinition
of "importance" for opposition figures. What was once considered legitimate polit-
ical action or advocacy now falls under national security offenses. This means that
"importance" for pro-democracy figures is increasingly tied to their status as polit-
ical prisoners, exiles, or symbols of resistance, rather than their ability to directly
influence policy or lead public movements within Hong Kong. This also implies a
significant shift in the risks associated with political prominence. The direct causal
link is clear: these laws were imposed after the mass protests (Chan, 2020b), di-
rectly leading to the prosecution and imprisonment of pro-democracy leaders and
activists (Amnesty International, 2023). This new legal framework effectively crim-
inalizes the activities that previously granted these figures political prominence.
Consequently, their "importance" shifts from active public leadership and policy
influence to a symbolic role as victims of oppression, or as continued voices from
outside Hong Kong, highlighting the profound and dangerous transformation of
the political landscape.

Erosion of Civil Society and Political Space

The disbandment of the League of Social Democrats (AP News, 2025) and the
Democratic Party's consideration of self-disbanding (AP News, 2025) signify a sub-
stantial contraction of political space. The city's annual pro-democracy protests
have ceased, and organizing groups have dissolved (Hong Kong Watch, 2023; AP
News, 2025). This reflects a broader "erosion of civil society" and "disappearance of
grassroots voices" (Amnesty International, 2023).

The systematic dismantling of pro-democracy parties and civil society groups has
direct implications for the pathways to and nature of public importance. With tra-
ditional avenues for dissent closed, new forms of "importance" may emerge, per-
haps more covert or symbolic, or simply shift towards those who align with the
government, fundamentally altering the public sphere. The forced disbandment of
pro-democracy organizations, including the League of Social Democrats (AP News,
2025), and the cessation of traditional protests are explicitly attributed to "im-
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mense political pressure" and the implementation of national security laws (Hong
Kong Watch, 2023). When the primary organizations and methods through which
political figures gained prominence (e.g., leading parties, organizing protests) are
systematically eliminated, the very mechanism for achieving that kind of "impor-
tance" is removed or severely restricted. This necessitates a re-evaluation of how
one can become "important" in the political sphere, inevitably favoring those who
support the government and operate within its increasingly narrow confines.

Shifting Electoral System

Since 2021, universal suffrage has been severely curtailed in Legislative Council
and District Council elections (Legislative Council, 2021; The Standard, 2023). Leg-
islative Council seats were increased from 70 to 90, but directly elected seats were
reduced from 35 to 20, with 40 seats now elected by the Election Committee (Leg-
islative Council, 2021). The Chief Executive is elected by a 1,200-member Election
Committee, which was expanded to 1,500 members with new vetting powers (Leg-
islative Council, 2021; The Standard, 2023). These changes were enacted by the Na-
tional People's Congress in March 2021 to "improve the electoral system" and en-
sure a system where only "patriots" can govern (National People's Congress, 2021).
The establishment of a Candidate Eligibility Review Committee further ensures ef-
fective pre-screening of candidates (Legislative Council, 2021; South China Morn-
ing Post, 2021).

These electoral system changes fundamentally redefine the criteria for political im-
portance within the formal system. Importance is no longer about winning broad
public support but about demonstrating loyalty to Beijing and passing stringent
eligibility checks. This creates a dual system of "importance": one for those aligned
with the government who can participate in formal politics, and another (often in-
volving sacrifice and symbolic resistance) for those in opposition who are increas-
ingly excluded from formal channels. The significant changes in Hong Kong's elec-
toral system post-2021, including the severe restriction of universal suffrage and
the role of the Candidate Eligibility Review Committee, are structural transforma-
tions designed to control who can run for and hold political office (Legislative
Council, 2021). This directly impacts how political figures can acquire "importance":
it shifts the focus from a competitive, publicly driven electoral process to one
based on screening, ideological alignment, and approval from central authorities.
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Therefore, the "important" figures within the formal political sphere are now those
who have successfully navigated and been approved by this new, more restrictive
system, fundamentally altering the basis of their legitimacy and influence.

Year Event/Legislation
Impact on Public Im-
portance

2014 Occupy Movement Rise of activist promi-
nence through mass
mobilization and
public advocacy; in-
creased visibility for
leaders. (Cheung,
2015; Fung, 2016)

2017 Imprisonment/Dis-
qualification of
Democracy Activists

Increased risks and
legal consequences
for activists; shift
from political partic-
ipation to enduring
persecution; sym-
bolic importance for
those affected.
(Amnesty Interna-
tional, 2017; Human
Rights Watch, 2017)

2019-20 Anti-Government
Protests

Continuation of ac-
tivist prominence;
further escalation of
confrontation with
authorities, stem-
ming from extradi-
tion bill and broader
demands for reform.
(Human Rights
Watch, 2020; Ma,
2021)



10

Year Event/Legislation
Impact on Public Im-
portance

2020 National Security
Law Imposed (June)

Criminalization of
dissent; forced dis-
bandment of pro-
democracy groups;
prominence for ac-
tivists shifts to sym-
bolic resistance or
exile; increased
power and impor-
tance for pro-Beijing
officials within the
governmental sys-
tem. (Amnesty Inter-
national, 2023; Chan,
2020b; Human
Rights Watch, 2020;
Lai, 2021)

2021 Electoral System
Changed (March)

Limited opportuni-
ties for pro-democ-
racy figures to gain
electoral promi-
nence; importance
within formal politics
becomes heavily de-
pendent on Beijing's
approval and loyalty
vetting. (Legislative
Council, 2021; Na-
tional People's Con-
gress, 2021)

2024 Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Ordi-
nance (Article 23) En-
acted (March)

Further strengthen-
ing of criminalization
of dissent; even
greater risks for all
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Year Event/Legislation
Impact on Public Im-
portance
forms of opposition;
further consolidation
of government
power. (Al Jazeera,
2024; Human Rights
Watch, 2024; Legisla-
tive Council, 2024)

2025 League of Social
Democrats Dis-
banded (June)

Near total suppres-
sion of organized
street-level political
opposition; impor-
tance for remaining
activists becomes
highly perilous and
largely symbolic, rep-
resenting a lost era
of activism. (AP
News, 2025)

4. Criteria for Assessing Public Prominence
This section outlines a framework for evaluating an individual's significance in
Hong Kong, integrating the findings from the evolving political context.

Public Recognition and Visibility

This is a fundamental criterion. Figures frequently mentioned in the media, public
discourse, or official lists (Lam, 2023; Wong, 2021) possess a basic level of promi-
nence. This includes cultural icons (e.g., Jackie Chan, Kelly Chen), business leaders
(e.g., Stanley Ho), and politicians (e.g., Donald Tsang, Carrie Lam).

While fundamental, public recognition alone is insufficient for a profound assess-
ment. The nature of the recognition matters: is it positive, negative, or symbolic?
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For activists, recognition may increasingly come from international bodies, human
rights organizations, or social media rather than local mainstream media (which
are now restricted), indicating a shift in the platforms through which importance is
conveyed. Information from various sources consistently lists "prominent" or "gov-
ernment officials" (Lam, 2023; Wong, 2021), implying a level of public familiarity
and recognition. However, other sources explicitly state that "media channels crit-
ical of the government were closed" and protests have ceased (Hong Kong Watch,
2023). This suggests that traditional local media may no longer be a comprehen-
sive or unbiased indicator of all forms of public importance, especially for dissent-
ing voices. Therefore, merely noting "recognition" is superficial; a deeper analysis
requires understanding how that recognition is obtained and maintained in a re-
stricted information environment, and whether its nature is national or interna-
tional.

Impact on Policy or Social Change

Individuals who demonstrably influence government policy, legal frameworks, or
societal norms are important. This includes Chief Executives and their Executive
Councils (Basic Law, 1990), as well as activists who historically spurred public de-
bates and protests leading to policy considerations (though this avenue is now se-
verely restricted).

The ability to influence policy has become increasingly centralized and less respon-
sive to public pressure. Therefore, importance in this realm is now largely confined
to those within the governmental apparatus or those with close ties to it. Outside
this, "impact" for dissenting figures might be measured by the resistance or inter-
national attention they inspire, even if they cannot effect direct policy change
within Hong Kong. The Basic Law (1990) describes the executive and legislative
branches and their roles in policymaking. Conversely, the AP News (2025) docu-
ments how pro-democracy groups, despite their past efforts to influence policy
through public action, are now disbanded and their leaders imprisoned. This indi-
cates a dramatic shift in who can effectively influence policy change. Importance
through direct policy impact is now predominantly held by those within the gov-
ernmental system or those who align with its directives. For others, their "impact"
is now more symbolic, historical, or directed towards international advocacy, mea-
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sured by the memory of their struggle or the awareness they create, rather than
current, tangible policy influence within Hong Kong.

Leadership in Movements or Institutions

Leading significant social, political, or economic movements, or heading major in-
stitutions, confers importance. Examples include party leaders (e.g., Chan Po-ying
of LSD; AP News, 2025), heads of major corporations, or influential figures in pro-
fessional organizations.

The nature of "leadership" has profoundly changed. For pro-democracy move-
ments, leadership now often entails significant personal risk and potential impris-
onment, as seen with the "near total incarceration of our leadership" (Amnesty In-
ternational, 2023) for the LSD. This contrasts sharply with leadership in govern-
ment or business, which carries institutional power and is increasingly aligned with
central authority. The AP News (2025) explicitly names leaders of the Social
Democrats (e.g., Chan Po-ying, Leung Kwok-hung) and their fates, including dis-
qualification and imprisonment. Concurrently, Lam (2023) lists numerous govern-
ment officials holding leadership positions within the administrative structure. The
contrast is stark: one type of leadership (activist) now leads to severe personal con-
sequences and the dismantling of their organizations, while the other (govern-
ment/business) leads to institutional power and influence. This means that "lead-
ership" as a criterion for importance must be qualified by its context and inherent
risks, highlighting a divergence in the pathways to and consequences of promi-
nence.

Historical and Enduring Contribution

Importance can be posthumous or enduring, recognized for long-term contribu-
tions to Hong Kong's development, culture, or political identity. Figures such as
Henry Fok (Forbes, 2006) and Run Run Shaw (Shaw, 2014) are important for their
historical impact on business and the film industry, respectively. Similarly, the
legacy of pro-democracy activists, even if suppressed, is likely to form a significant
part of contemporary Hong Kong's history, serving as symbols for future genera-
tions.
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In a rapidly changing political environment, historical importance gains new signif-
icance, particularly for suppressed voices. Their enduring importance may lie in
their role as symbols of a past era of greater freedom, or as figures who laid the
groundwork for future aspirations, even if their direct impact is curtailed. This
shifts the focus from current influence to a lasting legacy. Forbes (2006) and Shaw
(2014) explicitly mention deceased figures like Henry Fok and Run Run Shaw, not-
ing their historical contributions to business and film. The narratives from the AP
News (2025) regarding the disbandment of pro-democracy groups and the impris-
onment of activists suggest that while their current influence within Hong Kong
has diminished, their actions and sacrifices are now irrevocably woven into Hong
Kong's history. Their "importance" shifts from active engagement in the present to
a historical legacy, becoming a reference point for understanding the city's trans-
formation and potentially inspiring future generations, even if their direct impact
is no longer felt.
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5. Analyzing Prominence through Network Theory (Graph
Theory Application)
To further understand the dynamics of public prominence in Hong Kong, applying
principles of graph theory offers a valuable analytical lens. Graph theory, a branch
of mathematics, is widely used to model and analyze relationships between dis-
crete objects within a network (Newman, 2010; Wasserman & Faust, 1994). In the
context of social and political prominence, individuals and organizations can be
represented as nodes (or vertices), while their relationships, interactions, and
shared affiliations can be represented as edges (or links).

Application to Hong Kong's Prominence Landscape

Nodes and Edges: In Hong Kong, nodes could represent prominent individuals
(e.g., politicians, activists, business leaders, cultural figures) and key entities (e.g.,
political parties, government departments, corporations, NGOs, media outlets).
Edges would denote various forms of connections, such as:

· Formal affiliations: Membership in political parties, government bodies,
company boards.

· Professional relationships: Collaborations, business partnerships, legal rep-
resentation.

· Social connections: Friendships, familial ties, shared social circles.
· Activist networks: Participation in protests, advocacy campaigns, shared

causes.
· Media coverage: Consistent reporting on individuals or their associated enti-

ties.

Centrality Measures: Graph theory provides several measures to quantify the im-
portance or influence of nodes within a network (Borgatti et al., 2018; Freeman,
1978):

· Degree Centrality: Measures the number of direct connections a node has.
Mathematically, for a node 𝑣, its degree centrality 𝐶𝐷(𝑣) is given by the num-
ber of edges incident to it. In a simple graph with 𝑁 nodes, it can be normal-
ized by (𝑁−1) to compare across networks. In Hong Kong, individuals with
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high degree centrality might include popular cultural icons or political fig-
ures with many formal affiliations.

· Betweenness Centrality: Identifies nodes that act as bridges or connectors
between different parts of the network. These "brokers" control information
flow. For a node 𝑣, its betweenness centrality 𝐶𝐵(𝑣) is calculated as the sum
of the fraction of all-pairs shortest paths that pass through node 𝑣. Formally,
𝐶𝐵(𝑣) =∑𝑠≠𝑣≠𝑡

𝜎𝑠𝑡(𝑣)
𝜎𝑠𝑡

, where 𝜎𝑠𝑡 is the total number of shortest paths from node

𝑠 to node 𝑡 and 𝜎𝑠𝑡(𝑣) is the number of those paths that pass through 𝑣. For
instance, a legislator who can mediate between pro-establishment and pro-
democracy factions (historically, before current restrictions) would have high
betweenness centrality.

· Closeness Centrality: Measures how quickly a node can reach all other
nodes in the network. For a node 𝑣, its closeness centrality 𝐶𝐶(𝑣) is the recip-
rocal of the sum of the shortest path distances from 𝑣 to all other reachable
nodes. Formally, 𝐶𝐶(𝑣) =

1
∑

𝑢
𝑑(𝑣,𝑢), where 𝑑(𝑣,𝑢) is the shortest path distance be-

tween 𝑣 and 𝑢. Individuals with high closeness centrality can disseminate in-
formation or influence rapidly across the network.

· Eigenvector Centrality: Assigns higher scores to nodes that are connected
to other highly connected nodes. This reflects influence through association
with other important figures, rather than just the number of direct contacts.
For a node 𝑣, its eigenvector centrality 𝑥𝑣 is proportional to the sum of the
eigenvector centralities of its neighbors, expressed as 𝐴𝑥 = 𝜆𝑥, where 𝐴 is
the adjacency matrix of the graph, 𝑥 is the eigenvector, and 𝜆 is the eigen-
value. For example, a business tycoon connected to several politically pow-
erful figures would exhibit high eigenvector centrality.

Impact of Political Changes on Network Structure

The evolving political landscape in Hong Kong, marked by the National Security
Law (NSL) and Article 23, fundamentally reshapes these networks:

· Fragmentation of Opposition Networks: The suppression of pro-democ-
racy groups and imprisonment of activists have likely led to the fragmenta-
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tion of their networks. Edges representing direct collaboration and public
protest ties have been severed or weakened, increasing network distance
between former allies. This reduces overall network density (the proportion
of existing connections relative to possible connections) and makes collec-
tive action more challenging (Chan, 2020b; Human Rights Watch, 2023).

· Consolidation of Pro-Beijing Networks: Conversely, the emphasis on "pa-
triots governing Hong Kong" may have strengthened and consolidated pro-
Beijing networks, creating denser cliques (highly interconnected subgroups)
within government, business, and pro-establishment circles. These networks
might exhibit high centrality measures, indicating concentrated power and
influence (Lam, 2023; National People's Congress, 2021).

· Shift in Brokerage Roles: Individuals who once served as bridges between
opposing political camps may find their roles diminished or eliminated. The
new political environment disincentivizes cross-camp interactions, leading to
a more polarized network structure.

· Emergence of Diaspora Networks: As many pro-democracy figures have
gone into exile, new, international networks are forming. While these may
not directly influence policy within Hong Kong, they play a crucial role in in-
ternational advocacy and maintaining global awareness, highlighting a shift
in the geographical scope and nature of prominence.

By applying graph theory, researchers can quantitatively map these shifts, identi-
fying changes in power distribution, information flow, and the resilience of differ-
ent influence spheres over time. This approach moves beyond qualitative descrip-
tions to provide a structural understanding of public prominence in a transforming
political environment.

6. Conclusion: The Dynamic Nature of Importance in a Chang-
ing Hong Kong
"Importance" in Hong Kong is a dynamic and multifaceted concept, encompassing
contributions across political, economic, social, and cultural spheres. From govern-
ment officials and business magnates to cultural icons and pro-democracy ac-
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tivists, each group contributes to the city's identity and trajectory, albeit in differ-
ent ways.

The most profound shift lies in the political realm. The imposition of the National
Security Law (2020) (Chan, 2020b) and Article 23 (2024) (Al Jazeera, 2024; Legisla-
tive Council, 2024), coupled with the systematic suppression of dissent (Amnesty
International, 2023) and the restructuring of the electoral system (Legislative
Council, 2021), has fundamentally redefined what it means to be politically "impor-
tant." For pro-democracy figures, importance is increasingly measured by their re-
silience in the face of persecution, their symbolic role in a suppressed movement,
or their continued advocacy from abroad, rather than their ability to effect change
within the city's formal structures. Conversely, importance within the government
is now heavily tied to loyalty and alignment with Beijing's directives, and the ability
to navigate the new political landscape.

While the specific individuals in the provided image cannot be identified from the
available text snippets, their potential importance would be evaluated using the
comprehensive criteria and contextual understanding discussed in this report. As-
sessing their significance would require insight into their roles within the current
socio-political environment, their public recognition, and their impact on the var-
ious spheres of influence detailed herein.
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