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STONE WALL

Katherine Paige Farrington

There is something comforting about a stone wall at the edge of a meadow.
Stone walls are unassuming. They draw their gray lines across meander-

ing landscapes, sometimes without clear logic. Corners appear but rarely
conform to the regular standards of right angles. Hand-placed stones carry
design choices of unknown builders. What kind of energy was exerted
digging stones out of the soil and lugging them to working piles? No two
walls are alike. Some are level, some high, some low; others undulate like
sea serpents. If you look carefully, you can sometimes see animated forms
emerge — is that a bird? Is that a wolf? Is that a snake? Is that a face? They
quietly sit in wooded dales and carry time in different ways than organic
matter. Stones in stone walls are never hard-edged — they are covered in
green and off-white lichens and capture cool moisture beneath their under-
sides. Openings frame leaves and colors of the forest like air prisms. They
never move. That is their strength. Yet, stone walls hold mysteries too. Why
do some stone walls scale hills? To keep sheep from wandering off per-
haps, or to mark a fence between neighbors. But does that really tell the
whole story? Sometimes they are beautiful, '
sometimes unremarkable. Did you know that
there are records from the 1600’s with
observations of over 10,000 miles of stone
walls crisscrossing these lands when the
first English settlers arrived? Did you know
that humans walked these lands 10,000
years ago after the ice-age glaciers
receded dropping erratics as they
melted away? The record

Is written in the stones if you

learn to read them. Landfills are

mere babes in relation to stone walls.

But if their toxins are the kind that don't break

down, landfills and stone walls will grow old
together, side by side.
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