


Key verse

wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ нΥмлΥ αDo not be afraid of what you are about to 

suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to 

test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be 

faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as 

ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǿƴΦέ



Key verse

wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ нмΥтΥ αThose who are victorious will inherit all 

ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ



Introduction



Etymology and general information
1. introduction

wŜǾ мΥмΥ αThe revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show 
his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending 
his angel to his servant John,ά 

ÅαwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ά Ґ [ŀǘΦ !ǇƻƪŀƭȅǇǎƛǎΣ DǊΦ ˉˇˁʱ˂ˎ˕ʽˌ

Å9ƴƎΦΥ αunveiling" or "end of the worldά



Etymology and general information
1. introduction 

ÅJohn's description: "words of prophecy" (1:3; 19:10; 22:7) 

= Prophecy about the future - the "revelation" about the "last days" 

ÅĄ This book is the revelation of Jesus Christ to John, which John 
wrote down for the believers



Etymology and general information
1. introduction 

ÅDate of composition: ca. 95-96 AD During the reign of Emperor 
Domitian 

ÅPlace of composition:On the island of Patmos (Rev 1:9)



Author 
1. introduction 

Various doctrines:

ÅPapias, Bishop of Hierapolis (F 140 AD): 2 Johns, each of whom wrote 
wrote the Gospel of Revelation and the Gospel of John

ÅDionysius, Bishop of Alexandria (t 265 AD): Revelation was written by 
written by another John, who was buried in Ephesus. was buried in 
Ephesus

The linguistic differences between Revelation and the Gospel of John 
Gospel of John are so great that many today do not assume an identical 
authorship. identical authorship



Author 
1. Introduction 

The "case" for the apostle John: 

Justin Martyr 
όϞ мср !5ύΥ 
"Furthermore, one 
who was with us, 
whose name was 
John and who was 
one of the apostles 
of Christ, prophesied 
in a revelation."

hǊƛƎŜƴ όϞ нрп !5ύΥ 
"Finally John, who 
lay on the breast of 
Jesus, left a gospel. 
[...] He wrote the 
Apocalypse."



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction 

One of Jesus' top disciples - "the disciple whom Jesus 
loved" and who lay at Jesus' breast (John 13:23-25; 
19:26; 20,2; 21.7.20-24)

John goes to Ephesus in Asia Minor

ÅActs 12:1, 2: James, John's brother, is killed by Herod. 
Herod; and Peter is taken prisoner

ÅThe situation is too dangerous for John

30-33 A.D.

44 A.D.



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction

Eusebius v. 
Caesarea (t 340 
A.D. AD): Reports 
of a tomb of John 
in Ephesus



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction 

John remained one of the "pillars", one of the 
influential leaders of the first church. Together with 
Peter Peterand James, he was responsible for the 
spiritual spiritual concerns of the first church:

Dŀƭ нΥфΥ αJames, Cephas and John, those esteemed as 
pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. 
They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they 
to the circumcised.ά

- Paul on the apostles' meeting (Acts 15) -

50 AD.



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction 

Ephesus: Headquarters of the Asia Minor mission through Paul

Paul's imprisonment: John continues Paul's work 

In Ephesus, John fulfilled God's mission under all 
circumstances. mission of God: despite persecution, he lived 
as a determined witness to Jesus. As an eyewitness he clearly 
testified to the gospel and the word of God.

Rev 1:2: "and all the brothers and sisterswith me,

To the churches in Galatia:"

54-56 AD

From 62 AD



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction 

He was banished by Emperor Domitian for his testimony

wŜǾ мΥфΥ αAs we have already said, so now I say again: If 
anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǎŜΗά

94-96 A.D.



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction 

Patmos:

ÅRemote island in the 
eastern Aegean

ÅApprox. 34 km2

ÅBarren, hardly any trees, 
rocky

ÅSo poor that many ancient 
ancientwriters hardly 
mentioned



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction 

Patmos:

ÅIn the reign of Emperor Domitian (81-
96 AD): Place of banishment for 
disagreeable opponents

ÅSt. John's Grotto, where the apostle 
John lived during his exile lived 

ÅαMonastery of the Apocalyps ά



Author: Apostle John
1. introduction 

In exile on Patmos: 

ÅCopy of the Book of Revelation

Assassination of Domitian; John's pardon 

Ą Return to Ephesus

ÅAbschrift des Johannes-Ev. und der 3 Johannesbriefe

94-96 A.D.

96 AD



Author: Apostle John
1. Introduction 

During and also after his exile, John was a shepherd and 
servant of God for the first Christians, who encouraged 
and helped them in times of great distress: Not to fall 
away through false teachings and idol worship 

- but to hold fast to the mission of God and to preserve 
the truth of the Word of God. 

Natural death

From 96 A.D.

Around 100 
AD



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. Introduction 

wŜǾ мΥпΥ αJohn, To the seven churches in the province of 

Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who 

was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before 

his throne,ά

wŜǾ мΥммΥ αǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά²ǊƛǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ 

send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, 

Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphiaand LaodiceaΦέά

Why these 7 churches in particular, and why 7 churches?



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. Introduction 

The number 7: completeness, wholeness, perfection and fullness in 

God's plan of salvation

ÅGod completesthe whole of creation in 7 days (Gen 1 + 2)

ÅA full week ends after 7 days with the sanctification of God (Ex 20)

ÅThe whole judgment and the fulfillment of the whole counsel of God 

are written in the book with the 7 seals, 7 trumpets and 7

bowls written down (Rev 6-16)



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

Why these 7 municipalities, and why 7 municipalities?

Å7 = completeness, the whole  

ÅThe 7 cities mentioned were the most important cities in Asia Minor

- Strongholds of idolatry, emperor worship and heresies

Ą The situation of the Christians in the other churches will not have 

been much have been much different



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

Why these 7 municipalities in particular, and why 7 

municipalities

ÅThe 7 churches are listed in such a way that from 

Ephesus to Laodicea results in a journey

Ą As if John himself had traveled throughout Asia Minor 

and encouraging and comforting all the churches he 

meets



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

Why these 7 churches, and why 7 churches?

Ą The 7 churches not only stand for the believers in these 7 cities, but 

represent all believers

Ą Rather, John is addressing the entirety of believers, all believers in 

all believers in Asia Minor and in ancient Rome

Ą For they are all in the same situation as the believers of the 7 

churches



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

Why these 7 municipalities, and why 7 municipalities?

Not only that:

Ą John is directly addressing all believers in all ages and generations 

who read this book

John addresses the believers precisely through the specific 7 churches 

because he wants to show that his revelation is not something vague 

future thing. It concerns the life of every believer directly and is a 

direct encouragement and comfort for us.



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. Introduction 

1 Ephesus: capital of Asia Minor 

Å200,000 inhabitants (fifth largest city in the Roman 

Empire)

ÅLong tradition of idol worship: Temple of Artemis 

Artemis(since the 6th century BC)

Model of the temple



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. Introduction 

1 Ephesus: capital of Asia Minor 

ÅNumerous idolatrous cults: Hestia, Apollos, 

Demeter, Serapis cult through sorcery and 

sacrifice

ÅCenter of the imperial cult: temples of 

Hadrian and Domitian temples

Domitian: "Neocorus" - Ephesus as guardian of 

the imperial temple

Prytaneion

Domitian-tempel



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

2. Smyrna (today's Izmir)

ÅIntroduces the cult of Roma (worship of 

Rome as a goddess) as early as 195 BC

Å23 AD: Temple for the goddess Roma, 

"Neocorus" 

ÅDistinct imperial cult: annual, obligatory 

homage to the emperor we by all city 

residents Agora (city center) of SmyrnaAgora (city center) of Smyrna



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

3. Pergamum (100km north of 

Izmir) from Izmir): "The throne 

of Satan" (Rev 2:13)

ÅApprox. 100,000 inhabitants 

ÅCapital of the idolatrous cult: 

Zeus, Athena, Asclepius, 

Dionysius, Demeter, Egypt. 

Gods

ÅImperial cult: Temple of Trajan 

AsclepionShrine

Altar of Zeus (Pergamon Museum)



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum: 

ÅFor each god there were idol festivals, sacrifices and sanctifications

ÅThere was a competition between the cities of Asia Minor: 

ÅWho would build the most and largest imperial temples? 

ÅWho would hold the most and the biggest idol festivals? 

ÅWho would bring the most homage and sanctification? 

Ą It was most pronounced in these three cities



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

4. Thyatira

ÅCenter of the fabric, textile and dyeing industry

Ą Purple production especially for the emperor

= Everything consecrated to idols (emperor was also 

a god)

Å123 A.D.: Bishop of Thyatira + some co-believers in 

Pergamon fellow believers executed in PergamonThyatira - Archaeol. 
Excavation sites



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

5. Sardis 

ÅProsperous: very fertile soil

ÅConnecting city on the trade route 

between Central Anatolia and the Aegean 

Sea

ÅImperial cult: AntoninusPius (emperor 

138-161) hi as Zeus, his wife as Artemis Temple of Artemis



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

6. Philadelphia 

ÅVery fertile soil = flourishing viticulture

ÅMany festivals in honor of the god of wine 

Dionysius (Bacchus)

Ą Known for being very sexually debauchery

St. John's Church in Philadelphia 



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. introduction 

7. Laodicea (today's Denizli)

ÅRichest city in Phrygia: flourishing 

banking banking, medical and textile 

industries 

ÅSo rich that the citizens of the city in 30 

and 60 AD after an earthquake 

completely rebuilt without the help of 

Rome without Rome's help

ÅCult of Apollo and Artemis idolatry
Thermal springs near Laodicea / 

Hierapolis / Colosseum



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. Introduction 

The life of the Christians in Asia Minor

1. they lived in an environment hostile to God, where idolatry and the 

imperial cult was dominant

ÅThese cults tried and forced the believers to join in

ÅAnyone who refused: a traitor to the city, a traitor to the emperor



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. Introduction 

The life of the Christians in Asia Minor

2. the Christians were under strong pressure to abandon their faith and 

to make compromises

ÅE.g. remaining faithful to God and sacrificing to the emperor at the 

same time

Ą It was a daily struggle to stand up to idolatrous cults and recognize 

false heresies. recognize false heresies Emperor

Vs.

Jesus and his word



The addressees: 7 municipalities
1. Introduction 

The life of the Christians in Asia Minor

3. the Christians experienced numerous sufferings and temptations

ÅOstracized anddespised by the Romans

ÅDiscrimination, disadvantage, hostility and sedition sedition - they 

were "traitors" who refused to worship the emperor and idols.

It was not easy to hold on to Jesus in an environment hostile to God - it 

only seemed to have disadvantages...



Historical background
1. introduction 

Rome in the "golden age" (ca. 27 BC (Augustus) to 180 AD. (Marcus 

Aurelius))

Ju
lia

n-
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la
u

d
ia
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yn
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y

Nero: UNsystematicpersecution of Christians after city 

fire in Rome due to city fire in Rome

Death of Apostle Paul & Peter

Suicide

54-68 AD



Historical background
1. introduction 

Vespasian

ÅComplete reorganization of the Roman 

Romantreasury

70-73 AD: Jew. Zealots: Revolt against 

Roman occupation - is crushed

Jews (i.e. also Christians) throughout 

the empire increasingly observed and 

despised by Romans despised

69-79 AD

F
la

vi
a

n d
yn

a
st

y

Religio Licita - 
"Permitted religion"
ÅException to the 

worship of the 
emperor

ÅChristians as a 
tolerated Jewish 
subgroup 



Historical background 
1. introduction 

Vespasian

ÅStill relatively tolerant

ÅJews: closed religious community

Åhristians: more and more Romans convert to the faith 

faith

Ą But the "ReligioLicita" does NOT apply to them!

Ą Christians as a threat to the Roman gods!

69-79 AD

F
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a
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a
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y
Religio 
Licita 



Historical background
1. introduction 

Titus

Domitian:

1. intensification of the imperial cult

ÅVeneration as "Dominus et Deus" Ą Annual 

ceremonies of homage annual homage ceremonies in 

the cities (e.g. Smyrna)

ÅPersecutes ALL who oppose this cult of worship

Ą Execution or banishment 

 

79-81 AD

F
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81-96 AD



Historical background
1. introduction 

Titus

Domitian:

 

 

79-81 AD 

F
la

vi
a

n d
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a
st

y

81-96 AD 

Emperor Trajan: 
Domitian's ginstling, 

Emperor 98-117

Titus Flavius Clemens, son-
in-law: Execution for 

"impiety"



Historical background
1. Introduction 

2. intensified systematic persecution of Christians

ÅWherever Christians REFUSE to worship the 

emperor, there is strong persecution of Christians

Ą The situation of Christians under Domitian 

worsens massively

ÅJohn as "victim" of the persecution 

- Banishment

F
la

vi
a

n d
yn

a
st

y

Anyone who publicly
refuses to pay homage 

to the emperor and 
the gods OR who 

confesses Christ is a 
criminal and a Roman 

enemy of the state



Historical background
1. introduction 

3. increasing spread of heresies among the first Christians

ÅNicolaitans (Rev 2,6.15): Gnostic teaching

Ą Dualism: "The spirit is holy, the flesh is evil"- Jesus and the new life 

are Jesus and the new life are completely separated from carnal life in 

the world separated

= free pass for idolatry, pleasure and lust of the world, because the 

spirit is already sanctified

F
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Symbol of Gnosticism



Historical background
1. Introduction 

3. Increasing spread of false teachings among the first Christians

ÅFalse apostles (2:2)

ÅPeople who teach idolatry and fornication from Balaam (2:14)

ÅJezebel and false prophets who deceive God's servants (2:20)

ÅFalse Jews from the synagogue of Satan (3:8.9)

F
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Historical Background
1. Introduction 

Life as a Bible-believing Christian became a very dangerous life

ÅBeing a WITNESS of Jesus meant persecution and suffering, exile, 

execution and martyrdom

ÅThe heresies of the Gnosticsand the pressure of the zeitgeistto 

worship idols and the emperor were a great temptation for the 

believers believersto abandon their faith

Christians as 
living torches



Historical background
1. Introduction 



Literary style
1. Introduction 

1. Revelation is a prophecy that takes up the 

prophecies of the Old Testament.

ÅThe sealed book (Dan 12:9) that is opened (Rev 6:1)

ÅThe monstrous 4 beasts (Daniel chapter 7), which 
appear as the the 1st beast (Rev 13)



Literary style
1. Introduction 

1. Revelation is a prophecy which the 

prophecies of the Old Testament takes up 

the prophecies of the Old Testament.

ÅGog (Ezek38-39), who stands up for the 
last battle against Jesus (Rev 20,7-10)

ÅThe New Jerusalem (Ezek40-48), which 
will be built after Jesus' final victory and 
judgment (Rev. ch.21)



Literary style
1. Introduction 

1. Revelation is a prophecy that takes up the prophecies of the 

Old Testament

ÅRevelation enters into the tradition of the prophetic books. It 

shows how all these prophecies are in fact fulfilled through 

Jesus and his judgment

Ą Revelation is the fulfillment of the prophecies of the OT

Ą "The climax of all prophecy of the word of God"



Literary style
1. introduction 

2. Revelation is an apocalypse told in visions and symbols. is told in 
visions and symbols.

ÅChapters 4-22: Visions:

ÅCh. 5: God's throne room and the Lamb

ÅCh. 11: 2 witnesses

ÅCh. 13: The dragon and the woman



Literary style
1. introduction 

2. Revelation is an apocalypse, told in 
visions and symbols. is told in visions 
and symbols.

ÅSymbols: 

Å7 lampstands (Rev 1:20) ĄMeaning 
of 7 churches as lights in the dark time

ÅThe man on the white horse (Rev 6,1) 
as the false Christ

ÅNumbers: 4, 7, 144000, 12, 1/3, 1260



Literary style 
1. introduction 

2. Revelation is an apocalypse, told in 
visions and symbols.
ÅJohn speaks in worn-out symbols 

symbolsthat believers do not necessarily 

necessarilyunderstand immediately. 

ÅTo the unbelievers, the book looks like 

fantasy. fantasy.

Fantasy?



Literary style 
1. introduction 

2. Revelation is an apocalypse told in visions 
and symbols.
ÅBut in the Book of Revelation the sovereign 

counsel of God, which is accomplished 

through the judgment of will be completed. 

ÅFor believers who have the "code", Revelation 

contains a message from Jesus to the 

believers

Ą And we are to decipher it

How Jesus fulfills his 
counsel and how we may 
live



Literary style
1. introduction 

3. Revelation is a letter addressed to all believers

ÅThe introduction with the greeting, self-introduction and occasion 

(1:4-6) and the conclusion of the letter with exhortation and blessing 

(22:18-21) are very similar to Paul's letters

Ą Revelation is not a letter of a vague future 

Ą But a concrete letter of encouragement and comfort,written for 

the believers in John's time



The main message of Revelation
1. Introduction 

The spiritual reality:The believers are under under

persecutionand tribulation . The evil powers of this 

world, which are strengthened by Satan, tempt believers 

and force them to worship idols and emperors idolsand 

emperors, to follow false teachings and to leave the way 

of the Lord's way. But the church itself is also corrupted 

and filled with false prophets. The ungodly church 

persecutesits own believers.



The main message of Revelation
1. Introduction 

But God will certainly reveal his future 

counsel through Jesus, who will judge the 

world! will fulfill!

ÅAll the enemies of God, including Satan, will 

be eternally condemned and punished

ÅThrough the judgment, God leaves the 

remnant and faithful to the point of 

martyrdom faithful believers until 

martyrdom

 



The main message of Revelation
1. Introduction 

ÅJesus writes these remnant in his book of 

life

Ą They will be preserved, delivered from 

suffering and inherit the glorious kingdom 

of God of God, the new Jerusalem

 



The main message of Revelation
1. Introduction 

With this confidence and hope in God's final counsel believers must not 

compromise under any circumstances! 

But remain absolutely faithful to Jesus:

 The faithful



The main message of Revelation
1. Introduction 

But remain absolutely faithful to Jesus:

 

1. hold fast to the Lamb who was slain for the faithful and shed his 
blood shed his blood and keep Jesus' word

2. faithfully fulfill the mission of God: To be witnesses of Jesus and to 

prophesy God's word

3. follow the way of the Lamb of Jesus by sharing in the sufferings of 

Jesus. suffering of Jesus.



The main message of Revelation
1. Introduction 

Through this, believers may see how God's counsel is fulfilled:

 

Through the remnant 
believers, Jesus is 

already establishing 
his kingdom on 
earth:Manyare 
turning back and 
worshipping God

Jesus overcomes all 
powers and will finally 
triumph and prevail 

over them

In Jesus, the remnant 
are also overcomers 
and victorious, and 
are now heirs of the 

new creation, the new 
Jerusalem



Intention der Offenbarung
1. Introduction 

John is not only addressing the believers of the 7 churches. It is 

addressed to Christians of all times and all generations who, in the 

the holy remnant in the time of persecution and tribulation. are.

He gives them Revelation as encouragementand comfort:



Intention of the revelation
1. Introduction 

John wants to make it very clear to believers: No matter how strong 

and oppressive the powers of the world are that fight against God and 

his believers:

ÅGod's counsel must and will be fulfilled.

ÅJesus, through his blood as the Lamb, has already triumphed over sin 

and Satan.



Intention of the revelation
1. introduction 

This Jesus will once again triumph over Satan and complete the God's 

counsel through his judgment. 

ÅBelievers will be saved from suffering

ÅThey are written in the book of life and inherit the new, eternal 

kingdom of God.



Intention of the revelation
1. Introduction 

John wants to encourage and challenge the believers:With this hope 

all the more firmly, in all circumstances, to hold fast to the gospel and 

faithfully fulfill the mission of God as his witnesses to the end.

ÅTo help build God's kingdom already on earth

ÅTo be written in the book of life

ÅAnd to inherit the eternal kingdom!



What we can look out for in the revelation BS
1. introduction 

Preterism Historicism

Most of the prophecies were already 
fulfilled in the 1st century AD (63-70 

AD)

Rev 1:19: "Write what you have seen 
and what is, and what will happen 

afterward." Ą It is about the future

A prophecy about the history of the 
church up to now - attempts to link the 

visions of the books with historical 
events (Napoleon, Reformation, French 

Rev.)

All predictions so far have been wrong 
aǘ нпΥосΥ ά.ǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ƻǊ ƘƻǳǊ 
no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
CŀǘƘŜǊΦέ



What we can look out for in revelatory BS
1. Introduction

Futurism Idealism

Everything will happen literally in the 
order it is written in Revelation

Ignore and reject the generally 
symbolic nature of prophecies and 

visions

Interprets the visions symbolically / 
spiritually as comfort for the faithful 
under religious / political persecution

No reference to historical events; 
Revelation is addressed to all believers 

of all times and is intended to give 
them comfort and encouragement



What we can look out for in the revelation BS
1. Introduction 

1. when studying the Bible we may be 

guided by the insight of the Holy Spirit. 

ÅONLY literalism, literally: False 

conclusions that even contradict God's 

Word

"New Jerusalem" (Rev 21) 
= physical Jerusalem in the 

land of Canaan



What we can look out for in the revelation BS
1. introduction 

ÅONLY spiritualism, symbolic: there is 

not behind all the images in Revelation 

is something spiritual

Ą We may study the book of Revelation 

study the book of Revelation by spiritual 

insight through the Holy Spirit. "new Jerusalem" 
(Rev 21) = the eternal 

kingdom of Jesus, 
which he establishes



What we can look out for in the revelation BS
1. introduction 

2. do not try to interpret every detail interpret 

every detail

ÅMuch of Revelation is encoded in cryptic 

symbols.

ÅBeast with 10 horns and 7 heads (Rev. 13)

ÅLocusts with golden crowns, human hair (Rev 9)



What we can look out for in the revelation BS
1. introduction 

ÅActually interesting, but those who fall too much in love with the 

details lose the overview

Ą For each section, we can keep an overview of the " whole picture". 

We can find out how Jesus fulfills his counsel through the judgment 

and what this means for us.



What we can look out for in the revelation BS
1. introduction 

3. We may use the interpretation aids that Jesus 

gives us

ÅJesus himself gives us his clues:

Å7 lampstands = 7 churches (Rev 1:20)

Å" 7 heads = 7 mountains on which the woman 

sits (Rev 17:9) = Rome



With what orientationwe may study the 
Revelation
1. introduction 

What we should pay attention to when studying Revelation:

1. we may be guided by the insight of the Holy Spirit when studying 

Revelation of the Holy Spirit. Not by our own, human way of thinking.

αBut when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the 

truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 

and he will tell you what is yet to come.άόWƻƘƴ мсΥмоύ



With what orientationwe may study the 
Revelation
1. introduction 

What we should pay attention to when studying the Bible:

2. we may always keep our eyes on the big picture instead of trying to 

interpret every detail with a love of detail. 

We may concentrate on finding out the counsel of God and God's 

direction for the remnant. 



With what orientationwe may study the 
Revelation
1. introduction 

What preparation we can make for the study of Revelation

1. We may read Revelation repeatedly, think about it and reflect 

on what God wants to say to us.

αBlessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or 

stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 

but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on 

his law day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams 

of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not 

witherτǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊǎΦέ (Psalm 1:1-3)



With what orientationwe may study the 
Revelation
1. introduction 

What preparation we can make for the Bible study of Revelation

2. In prayer: before, during and after reading and studying the Bible. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will give us insight to understand His words. 

We may study this book by praying for a person who needs Jesus' 

words from Revelation. 



Aims of the Revelation Bible study
1. Introduction

1. That the next generation will recognize what the dark spiritual reality 

is in the present generation.

2. That the next generation will receive great comfort and 

encouragementin these last days through the Revelation message of 

the wonderful plan of salvation and counsel of Godthat Jesus is 

fulfilling.



Aims of the Revelation Bible study
1. Introduction

3. That the next generation will begin to live the practical life of faith 

so that God will use them as remnant in His salvation history and they 

will be victorious overcomers in Jesus.



With which prayer topics we may study the book 
of Revelation
1. Introduction

1. let us pray that in these end times in which we live, we may 

recognize and renew God's wonderful counsel, with which we may 

practically live.

ÅThe enemies of God will be judged and punished

ÅJesus will establish his new Jerusalem. He will redeem the remnant 

from suffering and make them the heirs of his kingdom.



With which prayer topics we may study the book 
of Revelation
1. Introduction

2. Let us pray, as the remnant of this generation, to hold fast to the 

blood of the Lamb of Jesus at all costs 

ĄBy resolutely following Jesus and walking the path of Jesus' 

suffering.



With which prayer topics we may study the book 
of Revelation
1. Introduction

3. let us pray that under all circumstances we 

may hold on to God's mission as witnesses of 

Jesus

Ą so that in Jesus we may be the true 

conquerors and victorswho inherit the New 

Jerusalem.





Key verse

wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ нΥмлΥ αDo not be afraid of what you are about to 

suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to 

test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be 

faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as 

ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǿƴΦέ



Key verse

wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ нмΥтΥ αThose who are victorious will inherit all 

ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ



Repetition: Apostle John

ÅSt. John the Apostle was himself a "victim" of the 
persecution of Christians under Emperor Domitian 
(ca. 94- 96 AD)

ÅHe was banished.

ÅBut he did not stop being a shepherd and servant 
of God for the first Christians.



Repetition: Apostle John

ÅHe encouraged and comforted them in their time 
of distress:

ÅSichnicht durch Irrlehren und Götzen
verführenzulassen

ÅSondernGottesMission und die Wahrheit des 
WortesGottesfest zubewahren.

ÅNot to be seducedby false teachings and idols

Åbut to firmly uphold God's mission and the 
truth of God's word.



Repetition: Addressee

ÅJesus is not only addressing the 7 churches. 
John is addressing the Christians in the 
whole of ancient Rome, and also all the 
remaining believers in all future 
generations.

ÅThey are in the same situation as the 7 
churches.



Repetition: The spiritual reality

ÅThe time of Emperor Domitian was a time of severe persecution and 
affliction.

ÅEphesus, Smyrna and Pergamum were capitals of idolatry, idol 
festivalsand emperor worship.

ÅThyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea were very prosperous, 
rich and self-satisfied cities. 

ÅAnyone who did not bow to the imperial cult and refused to worship 
was considered an enemy of the state and acriminal.

ĄHe was persecuted, executed, banished and killed by Rome.



Repetition: The spiritual reality

ÅThe Christians lived in an environment hostile to God, where the 
pressure to give in and compromise was very great. 

ÅChristians were ostracized, despised, discriminated against, 
disadvantaged and harassed on a daily basis.

ÅIt was not easy to hold on to Jesus in an environment that was hostile 
to God - it only seemed to have disadvantages...



Repetition: The spiritual reality

ÅThat is why John gave the Revelation to the believers as comfort and 
encouragement.

ÅHe also gives us this book so that we can experience comfort and 
strength in our faithful spiritual struggle.



Prayer requests for the Revelation BS / this 
Masterclass
1. let us pray that we may experience through the Revelation Bible 
study what God's great counsel and wonderful plan of salvation is,
which will be fulfilled through Jesus and through the remnant.

2. let us pray that the next generation will experience the great 
comfort of Jesus' wonderful plan of salvation through the Revelation 
Bible Study. 



Prayer requests for the 
Revelation BS / this 
Masterclass
3. let us pray that we may experience 
through the Revelation BS how we 
remnant believers may live our practical 
life of faith so that we may be 
overcomersand victors through Jesus 
Christ who inherit God's eternal 
kingdom.



Outline 
1. introduction 

Part 1: 
Chap. 1-5

L1 (chap. 1-3)

L2 (Chap. 4-5)

Introduction & exhortation to 7 churches

Jesus, the worthy lamb

Part 2: 
Ch. 6-16

L3 (chap. 6-11)

L4 (chap. 12-14)

7 seals - who can stand before the Lamb?

7 trumpets - two witnesses

Triumph through the blood of the lamb

L5 (chap. 15-16) 7 bowls - the completion of the judgment



Gliederung
1. Einleitung

Part 3: 
Chapter
s 17-22

L6 (chap. 17-
20)

L7 (chap. 21-
22)

Jesus' return and his final judgment

The new Jerusalem and the new earth



FBS Part 1: John's exhortation to the seven churches 
and the worthy lamb



Structure

Lesson 1 (chapters 1-3): 

John's exhortation to the 7 
churches

Lesson 2 (chapters 4-5): 

The worthy lamb



Key questions

Who is Jesus, whom John renews in the hearts of the 
believers?

What does it mean to live "faithfully unto death" like 
the believers in Smyrna?



Lesson 1: 
John's 
exhortation 
to the 7 
churches 
(chapters 1-3)



Chapter 1: John's greeting and his introductory 
words
Lesson 1

John's introductory words:

Å1: A revelation of what is to happen 
"shortly"

Å2: John, God's servant, an eyewitness of 
Jesus

Å3: Written for those who want to hear 
and keep the words of prophecy (= the 
revelation)

1:1-3



Chapter 1: John's greeting and his introductory 
words
Lesson 1

Jesus' greeting to the 7 churches through John

Å4-6: "Grace and peace to you from him who is, and 
who was, and who is to come, and from the seven 
spirits[a] before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who 
is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, 
and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who 
loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 
6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to 
serve his God and Fatherτto him be glory and power 
for ever and ever! Amen."

1:4-8

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30703a


Chapter 1: John's greeting and his introductory 
words
Lesson 1

John reminds the believers who Jesus is and what he has 
done: 

ÅAlthough he was the Son of God, he loved us

ÅJesus shed his blood for us 

Ą His blood has completely redeemed us from our sins! 
(Heb 9:12)

1:4-8



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

ÅThrough his resurrection, he is the Firstfruits of the dead

Åα.ǳǘ Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleepΦά όмΦ Cor 15:20)

ÅJesus has become our King and Lord of our lives, our life's 
foundation

1:4-8



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

ÅThis Jesus calls believers to be priests and kings in the new 
life:

αBut you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation,DƻŘΩǎ special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful ƭƛƎƘǘΦά (1. Pet 2:9)

1:4-8



Chapter 1: John'sGreeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

Å7: This Jesus will return for the 2nd time

Åα[ƻƻƪΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΣέ ŀƴŘ άŜǾŜǊȅ ŜȅŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ 
ƘƛƳΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇƛŜǊŎŜŘ ƘƛƳέΤ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ 
άǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǳǊƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦέSo shall it be! AMENΦά

Ą In the Last Days, Jesus Comes as the Judge

±Φ уΥ αL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇƘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƳŜƎŀΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘΣ 
άǿƘƻ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΦά

1:4-8



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

John reminds believers who Jesus is and what he did:

Just as Alphaand Omega are the 
beginning and end of the Greek 
alphabet, Jesus is the beginning and 
the end 
Å Of redemption
Å Of your new life
Å This world, the Creator and Judge, 

who reigns as the true King.

1:4-8



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

This Jesus instructs John to write 
down the Revelation for the 7 
churches (9-11)

12-16: John sees the glory of a Son 
of Man surrounded by 7 lampstands

ÅHead and hair white as wool

ÅGolden sash, Eyes Like blazing 
fire

ÅFeet like bronze

1:9-21



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

This Jesus instructs John to write down the Revelation for 
the 7 churches (9-11)

Å12-16: John sees the glory of a Son of Man surrounded by 7 
lampstands

ÅV. 17-муΥ αI am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I 
was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I 
hold the keys of death and HadesΦά 

1:9-21



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

ÅThis Son of Man is Jesus:

ÅHe was crucified and rose 
from the dead

ÅSits at the right hand of God

ÅIs the judge who has power 
over death and hades

1:9-21

αI was dead, 

and now look, I am alive for 
ever and ever! And I hold the 
keys of death and HadesΦά 



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

ÅV. 20-21:

7 Lampstands= 7 Churches

7 Stars = 7 
Spirits of the 

Churches
1:9-21



Chapter 1: John's Greeting and his Opening Words
Lecture 1

The first thing John does is to strengthenand renew Jesus, their 
foundation of faith in the hearts of the believers. 

John reminds the believers of Jesus, who loved them and gave his 
blood for them so that they might have redemption from their sins. 

Jesus is now their King, their Alpha and Omega. Jesus has called them 
in his grace to be his royal priesthood, proclaiming the praises of God.

In this way, John prepares the hearts of the believers so that they can 
hear Jesus' words written in the book of Revelation.



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the Churches 
through 7 Letters
Lecture 1

Each letter has a similar structure:2:1-3:22

A Reminder of Who Jesus Is1
α¢heseare the words 

of him whoΦΦΦά

2
Thanksgiving, Repentance - and 

Prayer Topics
αȩt I hold this against youΦΦΦά

3
Exhortation to Hear 
the Words of Jesus

ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŜŀǊǎΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ 
hear what the Spirit says to 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦέ

4 Confidence in Jesus' Great Reward
αTo the one who is 

victoriousΦΦΦά



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the Churches 
through 7 Letters
Lecture1

1. Ephesus: αThese are the words of him who holds the 
seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven 
golden lampstands.ά όмύ

2:1-7

Thanksgiving Topics Repentance Topics

- God knows their deeds, hard work ĄThey have forsaken their 



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

1. Ephesus ς Prayer Topics:

ÅV. 5: Repent and renew their love for Jesus alone

ÅV. 6: Put away and hate the false teachings of the 
Nicolaitans!

Å±Φ тŀΥ αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches!ά

Å±Φ тōΥ αTo the one who is victorious, I will give the right to 
eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.Φά 

2:1-7



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna: αThese are the words of him who is the First and 
the Last, who died and came to life againά όуύ

Thanksgiving Topics: 

ÅV. 9-10: Jesus saw their Bible-faithful life under poverty 
and slander of the false Jews from the synagogue of Satan

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna: 

Åαyet you are richΗά

ÅWhat does Jesus mean?

ÅWŀƪ нΣрΥ αListen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be 
rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those 
who love himΚά

ÅThey are rich in faith in Jesus (James 2:5)

ÅRepentance Topics: None

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna:

ÅJesus mentions among other things Smyrna as a role 
model and a good example for the Christians in the other 
churches. He thus encourages them:

Å±Φмл αDo not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I 
tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, 
and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, 
even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your 
ǾƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǿƴΦέ

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna:

ÅbL±Υ αDo not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell 
you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, 
and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, 
even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your 
ǾƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǿƴΦέ

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna:

ÅThe church of Smyrna was a stronghold of idol cults, idol 
offerings and emperor adoration.

ÅEveryonewas obligated to pay public homage to the 
emperor.

ÅBelievers who refused to worship the idols and the 
emperor were persecuted and killed. 

ÅThe spiritual situation and circumstances were very bad.

Ą And the future didn't look better. 

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna:

Å.ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΥ άDo not be afraidΗέ 

ÅComfortable and undaunted, they were allowed to be 
faithful until death

ÅHolding on to Jesus, their Alpha and Omega, their only 
object of worship

ÅHold on to the grace of salvation and the calling grace 
of Jesus, whatever it costs

ÅEven to the point of death

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna:

ÅThis allowed them to continue to set a good example for 
the believers.

ÅAnd Jesus wanted to make them the overcomers, the 
victors

Ą Jesus wanted to give the faithful remnant the crown of 
life and eternal life!

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

2. Smyrna ς Prayer Topics:

Å±Φ ммōΥ αThe one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by 
the second deathΦά

ÅNIV: αThe one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by 
the second death.ά

ÅConqueror = Winner

2:8-11



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

3. Pergamum αThese are the words of him who has the 
sharp, double-edged sword.ά ό±Φ мнύ

ÅV. 13-16: The Capital of Satan = particularly strong 
Idolatry

Thanksgiving Topics Repentance Topics

- They faithfully hold fast to God's 
name (v. 13)
- Have not denied God, not even 
when Antipas, the faithful witness, 
was killed (V. 13)

They tolerate the heresies:
- Balaam's teaching on 
temptation, idolatry and 
prostitution
- Nicolaitans

2:12-17



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture1

3. Pergamum 

ÅAntipas: Martyr, executed in 92 AD by 
burning up in the Metal Ox

Prayer Topics:

ÅV. 16: Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will 
soon come to you and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth.

2:12-17



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

3. Pergamum 

ÅмтŀΥ αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.Ηά 

ÅмтōΥ αTo the one who is victorious, I will give some of the 
hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone 
with a new name written on it, known only to the one who 
receives it.ά

2:12-17



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

4. Thyatira:  αThese are the words of the Son of God, whose 
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished 
bronzeΦά 

2:18-29

Thanksgiving Topics Repentance Topics

- God knows their 
works, love, faith, 
service, and patience 
(V. 19)

They tolerate heresies and idolatry:
- Jezebel, a false prophet, misleads into sexual 
immorality and Idol sacrifice (V. 20)
ĄShe is unwilling to repent (V. 21)
- No spiritual insight: They had not recognized 
Satan's work behind the heresies. (V. 24)



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

4. Thyatira ς Prayer Topics:

Å±Φ но αI will strike her children dead. Then all the churches 
will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and 
I will repay each of you according to your deedsΦά

ÅSpiritual Insight for the heresies

ÅHolding on to the truth of the gospel that they had until 
Jesus comes again

2:18-29



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

4. Thyatira ς Prayer Topics:

ÅV. 26: αTo the one who is victorious and does my will to 
the end, I will give authority over the nationsΦά 

Å±Φ нуΥ αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 
says to the churchesΗά 

2:18-29



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture1

5. Sardis: αThese are the words of him who holds the seven 
spiritsof God and the seven stars. ά ό±Φ мύ

3:1-6

Thanksgiving TopicsRepentance Topics

- There are some 
remnant who have 
not soiled their 
clothes
Ą They will walk 
with Jesus

Their life of faith was only a 
facade and superficial -
without Application 
- They were dead (V. 1) 
- They do imperfect works 
before God (v. 2b)



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

5. Sardis ς Prayer Topics:

ÅV. 2: They should become spiritually WAKE!

ÅV. 3: Repent! That is, to return to the truth of the gospel 
that they originally received

ÅV. 5: The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed 

in white. 

Å±Φ сΥ αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 

says to the churchesΗά

3:1-6



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture1

6. Philadelphia: αThese are the words of him who is holy 
and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one 
can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.ά

Thanksgiving Topics:

ÅV. 8.10: They have faithfully kept His Word and have not 
denied his name (V. 8.10)

ÅV. 9: Their practical life of faith was so powerful that even 
those in Satan's synagogue realized that God loved this 
church

3:7-13



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

6. Philadelphia:

Repentance Topics: None

Prayer Topics: 

ÅWhen great temptation comes, God wants to protect them

ÅV. 11: αI am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so 
that no one will take your crownΗά 

3:7-13



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture1

6. Philadelphia:

ÅJesus encouraged the believers in Philadelphia that they 
could faithfully continue this good spiritual fight

ÅThey were allowed to hold on to Jesus, their Alpha and 
Omega, whatever it cost

ĄUntil Jesus comes

Ą Jesus also wanted to make them conquerors and victors 
and give them the crown of life.

3:7-13



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

6. Philadelphia:
ÅV. 12: αThe one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the 

ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ DƻŘΦ ώΧϐ L ǿƛƭƭ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 

God and the name of the city of my God ώΦΦΦϐά 

Å±Φ моΥ αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 

says to the churchesΗά 

3:7-13



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

7. Laodizea: αThese are the words of the Amen, the faithful 
ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦά

Thanksgiving Topics: None

Repentance Topics: 

ÅV. 15: They are neither cold nor hot, 
but only lukewarm

Ą Didn't want to make a clear decision for Jesus

ÅV. 16: Complacent in wealth ς αL do not need a thingΗά 

ĄV. 17: In truth blind, wretched, pitiful  und poor

3:14-23



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

7. LaodizeaςPrayer Topics:

ÅV. 18: They should be rich in God :

ĄThey should take the church of Smyrna as an example

ÅWhite Clothes of Jesusςthat they are pure

Åsalve to put on your eyes ςthat gives spiritual insight

ÅV. 19: Repenting and Accepting God's Discipline

3:14-23



Chapter 2-3: John's Exhortation to the 
Churchesthrough 7 Letters
Lecture 1

7. Laodizea: 

ÅV. 21: αTo the one who is victorious, I will give the right to 
sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat 
down with my Father on his throne. ά 

Å±Φ ннΥ αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 
says to the churchesΗά 

3:14-23



Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3) ςKey verses

мΥу άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇƘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƳŜƎŀΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘΣ άǿƘƻ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΦέ

2:10Υ αDo not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the 
devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǿƴΦά

нΥммΥ αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churchesΗά



Lecture1 (Chapter1-3) ςInterpretation

The time of persecution, hardship and suffering is not getting any 
shorter. On the contrary. It is getting stronger and stronger. 

But in this time of trial, we don't need to be afraid. 

We who are left may hold on to Jesus, the Alpha and Omega of our 
lives.

ÅOut of his love for us, he shed his precious blood and gave us 
redemption from the power of sin. 

ÅHe has also conquered the power of death and called us to be 
royal priests who proclaim God's good deeds.



Lecture1 (Chapter1-3) ςInterpretation

Faithful even to the point of death, we may hold on to this Jesus and to 
his callingand saving grace.  

We may take the example of the believers in Smyrna and Philadelphia 
and renew Jesus, our Alpha and Omega, our only King.



Lecture1 (Chapter1-3) ςInterpretation

Jesus addresses the current spiritual situation of the church. He 
ruthlessly reveals the spiritual concerns of the believers:

ÅThey have completely lost their first love for Christ

ÅInstead, they love heresiesand idolatry

ÅTheir life of faith is just a facade, a ritual; but spiritually they are poor, 
even dead

Jesus wants the churches to renew themselves spiritually. They were 
allowed to take Philadelphiaand Smyrnaas examples.



Key question: What does it mean to live "faithfully 
to the point of death" like the believers in Smyrna?

ÅHAVE NO FEAR!

ÅThe believers in the churches were allowed to hold on to Jesus, their 
Alpha and Omega, their only Lord and King, as their only object of 
worship.

ÅLike the believers in Smyrna, the believers should live and pass on the 
grace of salvation and calling in practice, whatever the cost.

ÅLike the believers of Philadelphia, the believers were allowed to keep 
and hold on to God's word until Jesus returns

Ą Even if it meant martyrdom.



Key question: What does it mean to live "faithfully 
to the point of death" like the believers in Smyrna?

Jesus makes these remnant, who live "faithfully even to the point of 
death", his victorious conquerors in Jesus Christ.

ÅGod Protects His Faithful Believers from Temptation

ÅJesus will give them the crown of life

Ą They will be inheritors of the eternal kingdom of God

ÅEven the enemies and persecutors see that God loves his believers



Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application

Even the enemies and persecutors see that God loves His believers. 

ÅII was a hopeless sinner of my lust and selfishnesswho deserved no 
salvation.

Å.ǳǘ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ IŜōǊŜǿǎ рΥуΣфΥ ά{ƻƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƻōŜȅ ƘƛƳ Φέ



Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Personal Application

Jesus is also my Alpha and Omega, who is my true Savior and 
almighty King in my life

1. Jesus also loved me, a hopeless egoist, and shed his precious blood 
for me to give me eternal salvation. 

2. Jesus has given me his calling grace : 

ÅA royal priest for Dan, Hargun, Ali and 12 medical students

ÅWho witnesses the benefits of God to them through the one-to-one 
Bible study teams



Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application

In these times that are hostile to God, I can absolutely hold on to Jesus, 

who is my Alpha and Omega. For he holds everything in his hand and is 

fulfilling his salvation plan. I don't need to be afraid! 

Even to the point of death, I may

ÅWorship Jesus alone as my only King and keep his words of promise 

from Ezekiel 37:10 and Nehemiah 2:17.18 deep in your heart

ÅThrough Bible study, the word and life community



Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application

Even to the point of death, I may

ÅWith Hebrew 5:8.9 do not lose or deny God's grace at any cost

ÅBut to hold on and, as a royal priest, witness God's good deeds to 12 

medical students on campus. 



Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application

ÅWith α{ŀƳǳŜƭΣ who has ears, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

himΗάmay I study the Book of Revelation with an open heart

ÅAnd hear from Jesus how I can lead my faithful life of faith until 

Jesus returns. 



Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application

So darf ich wie einer der Gläubigen von Smyrna und Philadelphia sein

Ą Whom God looks upon, loves and protects

Ą Who receives the crown of eternal life from Jesus

Ą Who in Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, is an conqueror and victor 

who inherits God's kingdom



Johannes also addresses the church of the remnant of Bonn UBF. 

Bonn UBF is one of the 7 churches:

We live where the throne of Satan is : 

ÅThe emperorof godless humanism and the Zeitgeist, which force us 

to throw away God's Word and live selfishly

ÅThe false teachings of materialism, hedonism, genderism, which 

want us to abandon Jesus and follow money and lust

Ą These temptations and afflictions continue to increase.

Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application to the NG



Thanksgiving Topics:

ÅGod has seen the spiritual fight of the 

faithful remnants, such as the house church 

of M. Dr. Peter or of H. Peter Ryu, with 

Phil 1:21 and Eze 37:10

ÅThrough GLEF's Bible study, master courses 

and leadership seminars, we were able to 

become rich in the word and faith in God

Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application to the NG



Thanksgiving Topics:

ÅGod worked:

Å5 Baptized were allowed to accept Jesus as the Alpha and Omega 

of their lives. They were allowed to make a decision with 1 Peter 

4:13 to participate as holy stumps in the suffering of Jesus.

ÅThe next generation, including sheepslike S. Olaf, are currently 

growing up as Bible teachers and fully empowered messangers

Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application to the NG



God's Exhortation for us: 

ÅNot to tolerate the desires of the internet, the heresies of humanism

"You are your own king" "Live a comfortable life according to your 

imagination"

ÅNot leading a formal life of faith and being spiritually dead, useless 

for God

Lecture 1 (Chapter 1-3): Application to the NG



Prayer Topics: In this time that is hostile to God, we may take an 

example from the churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia.

1. Let's pray that we will love Jesus, our Alpha and Omega, and hold 

on tightly as the next generation through Revelation Bible study 

ÅDon't lose your salvation and calling grace of Jesus, but obey it

ÅThey obey the calling grace of Ezek37:10 and 1 Pet 2:9 and thus 

practically live as witnesses of Jesus and royal priests..

Ą Faithful even to the point of death.

Key question: What does it mean to live " faithful even 
to the point of death" like the believers in Smyrna?
Lecture 1: Application



2. Let us pray that the next generation will hear and keep Jesus' 

words through the Revelation Bible study and GLEF 2024 until Jesus 

returns: αWhoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

church of Bonn UBFά

ÅFaithful, even to the point of death

Key question: What does it mean to live " faithful even
to the point of death" like the believers in Smyrna?
Lecture 1: Application



So the next generation can be like the church of Smyrna and 

Philadelphia:

ÅThe enemies realize that God loves the remnants of Bonn UBF

ÅGod brings the spiritual revival at 1700 universities in Germany and 

Europe according to Ezek37:10

Key question: What does it mean to live " faithful even
to the point of death" like the believers in Smyrna?
Lecture 1: Application



God makes the faithful remnant of the 

next generation into conquerors and 

victors in Jesus, the Alpha and Omega

Ą Jesus gives them the victor´s crown 

and the eternal kingdom

Keyquestion: What does it mean to live " faithful even
to the point of death" like the believers in Smyrna?
Lecture 1: Application



Lecture 2: 
The worthy 
lamb
(Chapter 4-5)


