M. Maria Chang Mark’s Gospel Lecture 2

JESUS’ COMPASSION FOR THE CROWD
(Jesus' authority from his shepherd heart)

Mark 4,1 - 8,30
Key verse 6:34

"When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things."

Thank and praise God that he has called us as his disciples and royal priesthood for Europe
and America and for the world mission with his great hope. Thank God for the GLEF 2021
and for the Study of Mark's Gospel, that we can get-te-knewlearn the spiritual authority gf
Jesus more deeply and to-be-able-to-possess-this-autherity-and-thereby-serve the missio
of disciple making in this generation wvicteriouslyinfluentially.

Today, in chapters 4 tehrough 8, we ! Heim
messianic—work—\We—learn—can see that Jesus' authority was rooted eame—fromin hi

compassionate shepherd heart for the people who, like sheep without a shepherd, were
helpless diseriented-and orphaned. Through Jesus’ shepherding -ministered-to-ddifferent
kinds of people frem-his-shepherd-heart-towere -lead-them-to-healinged and received ne

life. He-Jesus helped his disciples that they might know his shepherd heart and have fait

that offers five loaves and two fish to God so they can be great
shepherds for the needy people. From Jesus we learn his shepherd's heart which is to give
spiritual food to the needy-people and lead them to blessedness in the kingdom of God. |

1. Jesus taught the kingdom of God (4:-1-5::43) |

In chapter 4, Jesus taught the shepherdiess-crowd who were like sheep without a shepherdlj
through five parables how the kingdom of God grows and how to possess the kingdom of
God.

In_order to Fhe-meost-important-preconditionfor-a—person-to-receiveexperience th
kingdom of God is-tthe right attitude of the heart is most important. There, where the hea

is hardened, where thorns grow or where there is only stony ground, the kingdom of Go
cannot growgrewth-is-stepped. But where a person has a good soil of heart, the word of Go
can penetrate, take root, grow, and finally bring many good fruits. Let us read 4-:20 together:
"Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop- — thirty,
sixty or even a hundred times what was sown."
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Many people want to live a fruitful life. As-we-have-learned-through-Genesis-BSaccording
te—@ed—s—ereah@+geal—we—shemd—bmrg—many4puﬁs—te—eed—ln order to Ilfe a frmtful life w

must hear the word of God
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Here "aceeptinghearing" means obedience to aat least one word of God in our practical liffe.

Hwe-hear God's-word-with-a-pure-heart-and-ebey-it; Then we maywill experience the change
in our lives through the power of the word and bring good fruits to God, sixty and a hundred
times over. May God bless us Letus-to be good spiritual soil have-good-Seil-of-hearts-and

let-a-seed-of the-word-continue-to-grow-in—us-that produces much fruit by cultivating good
splrltual hablts of faithful theLdally bread and wmmgutestlmony rltlngfa&himw Fhen-God-will

rgdem od--By building a
1 to 1 Bible study teams Iet us sow the g@seeds of the gGospel in our sheep and children
and help them to let it grow through practical obedience until it bears the-good fruits-threugh
practical-obedience. Although this spiritual seed ef the-Werd-is as small as a mustard seed
in the beginning, it will grow within-them-into a large tree through which many people will
eventually find the shadew-shelter of the gGospel.

Joshua Elsholz is a precious child of God. But the experts said that he must attend a special
needs school, since he will never be able to graduate from high school. Also, they said that
he must never swim, ride a bicycle nor play the flute in order not to overburden his body. But
his parents, Sh. Stefan and M. Debora Elsholz brought him to Jesus through bible study and
life together. Joshua accepted Joshua 1:7-9 to be a spiritual general of faith like General
Joshua or General I-Sun-Shin. He entered the prestigious Helmholtz high school and
established a prayer club there. Also, he rides a bicycle, he swims, he learns Tae-Kwon-Do
and he plays the flute for the glory of God. This year he graduated from high school and
revealed God’s glory. Samuel Abraham Chang had bad grades at school and had a severe
tic problem, of which Dr. Google said that it cannot be healed. But M. Dr. Peter Chang helped
their parents not to believe in Google, but to believe in the word of God. When Samuel
accepted Hebrew 5,8.9 to learn the obedience of Jesus, all by himself he got up 4 am in the
morning to eat God’s daily bread and to study with God’s discipline. In this summer, he
glorified God by graduating from high school as valedictorian. Moreover, they have grown
as powerful messengers of God’s word. They now pray to build the Holy Club 2.0 in the
University of Bonn for the spiritual revival of Germany and Europe. We are very excited, how
they keep writing History of Faith and how God will use them as a vast army and global
spiritual leaders for this generation.

In verses 35 to 41, Jesus invited his disciples to sail across the lake. Suddenly they got
caught in a life-threatening storm. In the middle of the storm, the disciples were full of fear

for their lives. The fearedand-woke upJJesus up, crying: complaining-that-he-would-net

help-them“We are all going to die!”- But when Jesus eemmanded-rebuked the storm, it
became completely te-be-guietsilent. Then he also rebuked his disciples for their lack of faith.
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Let us read 4:40 together: “He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you sti
have no faith?" Here we learn that Frem-the-burning-shepherd's-heart-Jesus gave hi
disciples this—storm training_so that they could learn faith. Later, by faith in Jesus, Fh4
diseiples-willexperience-various-storms-in-theirlife-of faith-the disciples overcame all kind
of storms. and they Fheysheouldrnstrermain—tfearfulandhelpless—butrotherlead oy
overcoming-and-lived a victorious life ef-faith-through-faith-in-Jesus-and-doing even greate

works than Jesus.

In chapter 5, : :
shepherdless—people—Jesus showed his compassionate shepherd's heart for a ma

suffering from a legion of evil spirits. Many people were afraid of him and handcuffed him

with chains. Nebody-wanted-to-develop-arelationship-with-him-—But Jesus came to him an
asked him his name: “What's_is your name?” Jesus-showed-his-pure-interestin-him-—Jesu
understood and felt the misery of this man who was tortured day and night his-ebsessiof

)
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and-ageny-with-a-by a legion of evil spirits who tertured-obsessed him. For his brokep
shepherd heart Jesus did not hesitate to He-invested-alot-to-help-this-one-person-and-evef
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sacrificed 2,000 pigs for-itin order to save one lost soul-—Fo-Jesus-this-one-person-was-ven
precious-as-a-universe-and-did-nothesitate-to-heal-him. The demon possessed man becam
the first missionary in the region of Decapolls H—wa&net—mpertam—fepdesus—hew—thepeem
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have spiritual authority when we are ready te—put—eu#pnen&en—the—weﬂeef—sahtaﬂenef—tm
generationand-to invest eur-everything to save one lost soulin-t.

_ Ableedywoman with bloody discharge believed that she would be healed when if-sh
could-even-touched the garment of Jesus once._Indeed, she was healed. But Jesus helpe
this woman with thehis compassionate shepherd's heart se-that-she-was-not only to b
healed_in her body-seeretly, -but to could-come-before-Jesus-and-confess the grace of God.
—thereby-receiving-inner-healing-and-peace-inJesus—He-Jesus also helped Jairug
despite the bad news of his daughter's death, to have faith in him-until-the-erd beyond death.
When Jairus believed in Jesus beyond death he eeuld-experienced the-almightiness—¢
Jesus through-faith-that-he-raised his beloved daughter from death. tn-Jesus-there-isHif

beeaase—he—%—the—gwer—avrd—the—sewee—ef—hﬁe—The vounq people in When-we-see—ot

lw o

%@n—m—them—Bu%m—Jes%—ews—mey—a;e—em%asleep—deephFGermany, Europe an
Amerikca may are-not-dead-eitherlook spiritually dead. But Fthey just sleep. Jesus wants f;
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spiritually weuld-like-te-awaken them. He is encouraging us “Do not be afraid, just believe!’
Let us learn from Jairues, with-never-giving-up-spirit—to bring Jesus to the young peopl¢
needy-student-of-this-country-to-Jesus-through prayer-and-through-the, 1:1 -BSbible stud

and life together. Jesus -and-te-experience-that- Jesus-brings them back to life and sets them
up as a vast army of God for world missionss!-

D

Sh. Jochen Schweitzer helped his sheep through faithful invitation to worship service, bibl

study, conference and life-together so that God’s words could grow in his heart. He meg

Jesus as his savior and made a decision to believe and obey one word of God, “Have Fait

in God!” and “Seek his kingdom first!” Then he could finally finish his master studies, whic
3
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he could not do in the last 20 years. Through Jesus’ discipleship he was encouraged to learn
deep work. Then he could be used as a powerful messenger for “Have faith in God!” for our
next generation co-workers at the last Junior Leadership Camp this year. He now prays to
move to Bonn and to become a co-worker and a spiritual soldier for the pioneering ministry
in Rhein Sieg College co-working with the house church of Sh. Jochen & M. Priska
Schweitzer.

ing—So far, the
disciples had only observed. Now - —bui—Jesus wished his dISCIp|eS to share his compassion
shepherd heart and te-grow as te-be-good shepherds for God's flock of sheep. Jesus first
trained his disciples by sending them out two by two. The disciples should not al-trust in
other things, but only in Jesus. During their missionary trip, they preached repentance, cast
out evil spirits, and healed many sick people. It was a mighty work of God. The disciples
were able to learn that God is with them when they obey him and are dependent completely
on him.

The apostles came together with Jesus and reported everything they had done and taught.
Jesus told them, "You go to a lonely place alone and rest a little", because the disciples had
no time for food. So they went in a boat to a lonely place for themselves. But a large crowd
came unannounced and disrupted Jesus' fellowship with his disciples. The-disciples-wanted
to-send-thesepeople-away-immediately—But Jesus did not send them away. Let us read
verse 34 together: “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.”
Jesus did not see them as a disturbing crowd. Rather, he saw their inner desire to hear the
Word of God. He knew that without God's Word they were diseriented-and-helpless_and full
of sorrow, like sheep without a shepherd.

v—Perhaps one of them was

about to throw his life away because he could not fmd meaning for his life. Another suffered
from the unresolved lust problem. And yet another was trapped by the love of money and
lived in a broken relationship with God and with neighbors. Who could help these sheep?




foreverintheirsins—Thatis-why-he-eouldJesus did not remain sitepthelpless, but was eage|r

to give them God's word, which could open the door to the kingdom of God for them. This is
the reason why Jesus preached the word of God to them all day long until the sun set. He
wanted to heIp them to know God's Iove to come back to Him and to take-hold-ofreceive
eternal Ilfe
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Oon the evening of that day the disciples could no longer be patient. They suggested thg
Jesus send the crowd to surrounding villages so that they could buy bread for themselves.
It was a reasonable and practical proposal. This-weuld-selve-the-crowd's bread-problem-ang
give-them-peace-of mind-and-bedy-at-the-same-time—But Jesus gave them a surprising
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command-: “You give them something to eat!” In this way Jesus wanted to help his disciple

to getto-know-hislearn shepherd heart and to-work-togetherforthe-work-of Gedresponsibility.

Let us read 6-:37 together: “But he answered, “'You give them something to eat’.” They sai
to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that mucl
on bread and give it to them to eat??” For the disciples, Jesus' command “You give then
something to eat!” was a-great-n enormous challenge. Some grumbled and thought it wa
excessive or impossible. Jesus asked them again: “How many loaves do you have?” Now
Andrew went off and came back with a little boy's food box: “Five loaves and two fish.” It
looked like a jokekird—effunny. But Andrew’s greatness is that he did not remain in
impossibility or complaining but that he brought -had-faith-that Jesus—could-do-something

rit
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with-these-5five loaves and 2two fish_to Jesus. Jesus was amazed by his_co-working spir

and faith. Jesus accepted theAndrew’s -small gift, gave thanks ferit-and had the disciple
distribute it to everyone. Under Jesus' blessing, the loaves were multiplied so that five
thousand peeple-men were fed and even twelve baskets of leftovers remained. When they

Andrew eame-tebrought -Jesus-through-faith-with-5five loaves and 2two fish_to Jesus, Jesus
blessed them abundantly and revealed his glory-that-he-is-the-Christof Ged.

sens&e#mspenab%y—desu&gm@s#ephe#d—#amﬂg—te—m&ésapleﬁﬂemsus helped h|
disciples, themfirst, to overcome their physical limits-by-having-shepherd-heartsfor God"
sheep. Jesus taught his disciples to take responsibility for the people rfact-the-disciple;
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heaﬁ—and—tesewe the—needy—peepie—God s sheeg untlI the end_despite thelr own tlredness
and hunger due to a long mission journey.

Second, Jesus helped his disciples overcome their—“calculation faith’fixed-theughts—and
wunbelief. Calculation faith is the same as unbellef Calculation falth makes leaders helpless
and powerless. H

ieaa;e&de—yeu—ha»te?—Eaith—isever—ei*iLreasen—and%g«:—In order to acquire Jesus authorlty,
we must overcome human calculation and act by faith in God who is the Faith-means-getting

oulbetouslimiled theughle and beliovine in-he-Almighty Creator. Athalicimoecsibleuiiy
merH&pesstbieJMth%ed—HewevekGod works through the faith and obedlence of one

t&thedead%enesﬂb%fam%Jesus used Andrews falth and obedlence when he found 5f|ve
loaves and two fish and brought them to Jesus to feed the-5000 men.

When Georg Muller started the orphanage mission, he only had three plates and four forks
and knives. He did not receive any support from the government or from a specific wealthy
donor. But out of love and his responsible shepherd heart and vision for the orphaned
children, he came to God every morning and asked for his care. When-George Mudller

ccegted God's word from Psalm 81:10: “Open wide your mouth and | will f|II it:!” And-started

beeause—he—had—iaith—Bx falth he exgerlenced God s mlracles da|I¥ for 63 years, feeding
2500 orphans without shortage, showing them God's love and raising them up as spiritual
leaders of their_society. He testified thereby that Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday and
today and forever.

; ) In the 1970s Korea was
a poor thlrd worId country Iherefere—rlt seemed |mp033|ble for the students to give

something to others. But Dr. Lee and Mother Barry helped them to overcome their beggar
mentalitv and serve world mission with qivinq spirit and with a sense of responsibilityfrem
2. When-they-ebeyed:

tThey d|d not remain dependent on others They were—abie—te—stai:t—hwng—a—gnﬁng—h#e
andlearned a giving live and they sendt out many self-supporting missionaries for the world
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mission._Until today, se—Korea serves isas still-used-as—a royal priesthood-teday angd
missionary sending country.

12}

Jesus also wants us to grow as respensible-shepherds with a sense of responsibility for hi
flock of sheep_and for world missions. He does not ask us: How much time, money or abilit
do you have? He asks us: How many loaves and fish do you have? You give them somethin
to eat! Let us not think that this command of Jesus is only for our parents or for others. Jesu

wants us, the next generation, to grow as responS|bIe shepherds leaders and pioneers fo
the spiritual re-building and re-awakening and the world missions in our generation. HoV
can we have such great faith? We can have such great faith when we learn from the servant
of God just as the disciples learned from Jesus when co-working with him.
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When Dr. Peter Chang and M. John Park prayed for the next generation, they did not remai
helpless, but they brought GLEF as five loaves and two fish to Jesus. The also brought KB(
mission as five loaves and two fish to Jesus for M mission. It looks so small and seems t
have many problems. But the important point is that Jesus accepteds their -eurfive loave
and two fish ef- daily-bread-and-eary-prayerand GLEF graciously-for the spiritual mobilizatio
of the next generation and the werldM mission and he-will-continue-to-bless-them-blesse|
them abundantly.

IVl_lUluul_J

We have many five loaves and two fish. Our five loaves and two fish are: Daily bread, 1 t
1 Bbible study, Ttestimony Wwriting and Ssharing, Scampus Pprayer, Gcoworking i
Oorchestra and Oonline mission. -God will bless Let's-bring-our five loaves and two fish tha

we bring to ef-+-to-1 Bible-Study-te-Jesus by faith and with an attitude of spiritual responsibilit
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to feed God's sheep in our school and campus in Europe and America-—Jesus-prays-foru;
teﬂbu#d%OQOﬁZBS%eamsﬁand and even build three basecamps in the M countries-by-
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meamnglessness—e#kie—kee&ﬂd—have—ended—nw—kﬁe—myseﬁ—wnhout the compassmnate
shepherd heart and the teachingspiritual servantship of M. Peter and M. Sarah | would never
have recognized my sin problem of desire and pride and stil-eeuidwould have continued a
fruitless, miserable life, betrayed by the spirit of the time and my ego.-Fhank-Ged-that-}could
have-the-shepherds—at-my-important-moments—of-life- They_could just treat me as their
daughter in law, but they saw me as Jesus’ disciple and gave me the-shepherd training.
Wennhen | was pregnant with my first kidchild and had a-ssevere morning sickness, |
thought | could not help-but lie down on the-bed all day long. But M. Peter gave me Jesus’

command ,Go to campus and ¥eu-give the them something to eat!” | thought that it is —{ hat formatiert: Englisch (Vereinigte Staaten)

impossible and wanted to care abeutonly for myself. But | obeyed and prayed at the campus,
and | could learn Jesus’ shepherd heart for his lost sheep. On that day | invited two
Sstudents to bible study and worship service and they came. Through this training | could
learn faith and shepherd heart that overcomes my physical limits and my calculation and
grow one step more as te-a shepherdess for Jesus’ sheep and as a mother of faith. —had-a




eempassrenieﬁhe students at the Med—FaeuttyBonn Medlcal School are wheareso smari
rich, successful-intellectual. | thought that | cannot be a messenger, because despite bein

P

tall | am only a simple women. | thought that Sh. Johannes should do, but that | am just

mother of two kids. But Jesus wants me to stop complaining with calculating mind or shiftin

the responsibility to others. Instead, Jesus will do great things through my simple obedienc

like Andrew’s simple obedience. Jesus wants me to learn his compassionate shepherd hea

and responsibility to be a bible teacher and disciple maker for medical students. Instead g

—o-..—l-w.uw.u;.

complaining | want to bring my five loaves and two fish of faithful daily bread and earl

morning prayer, 1:1 bible study, I|fe together and splrltual co-worklnq for Senfkorn orchestr:

to Jesus.

d+serplesh+pthreugh4h&8&and4he4#e4@gethep I pray that our house church can be use

as a sherpherd house church for establishing 1 Abraham and 1 Sarah of faith and 120 glob3
leaders in the med-—FacultyBonn Medical School and further for pioneering M countries.

In today's passage, we learned that Jesus' authority eame-was rooted infrem hi

compassronate shepherd heart. Also, we learnt that Jesu&reeewedthegreatmuttrtudean

Fespen&bmy—andﬁfarthﬁfepa%rgeuanekdemandmgmrdrpmtual authorltv and power doe
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not come from 200 silver coins nor from good circumstances, but from a compassionat

shepherd heart and obedient faith that brings five loaves and two fish to Jesus. God bles:

each one of us, not to calculate but -to put-enlearn Jesus' compassionate shepherd heart

and bring five loaves and two fish to Jesus with obedient faith and serve God’s world missio
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ministry with spiritual authorltv as global splrltual leaders and world transformersfor-thy
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