
Daniel Lesson 5
DANIEL’S SHEPHERD LIFE 
AND GOD’S COMFORT
Ch. 9-10



Daniel 9:1 – 10:21 (9:18,19)

“Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see 
the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do 
not make requests of you because we are righteous, but 
because of your great mercy. Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! 
Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, 
because your city and your people bear your Name.”



Dear heavenly Father, we thank you for your 
precious Word from the book of Daniel. You en-
courage us to shine like the stars for ever and 
ever by devoting ourselves to Bible study and 
grow as Bible teachers like Daniel. Thank you 
for gathering us here to listen your Word from 
Daniel chapter 9 and 10. 



Open our hearts and ears for your Word so we 
may learn from Daniel’s shepherd life. Let us re-
ceive your great comfort so we may hold on to 
your Word in this spiritually dark time and be 
used by you as global spiritual leaders. Thank 
you for the great privilege for me to reflect on 
your Word deeply and deliver this important 
message today. 



Praise be to God for GLEF 2023, encouraging us 
with His great promise: “You will shine like the 
stars for ever and ever!” Today we can learn Dan-
iel’s shepherd’s heart through his prayer for all his 
people. He pleaded with God in prayer and peti-
tion, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. Why? 
It was because he remembered God’s promise 
and hope for his people through the word of God. 
He was very attentive to God’s word. 



Having spent most of his life in captivity in Baby-
lon, he did not lose his desire to study the Scrip-
tures. Daniel’s Bible study led him to repentant 
prayer for his people. God bless you to learn from 
Daniel’s intercessory prayer, coming with the sins 
of the students and young people of this gener-
ation to God. Let us grow as prayerful shepherds 
and shepherdesses so that the course of history 
can be changed.



DANIEL’S INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER FOR HIS PEOPLE 
(9:1-27)



FIRST, DANIEL 
IS ATTENTIVE 
TO GOD’S WORD.



Let’s look at verses 1-2.

The events took place in the first 
year of the rule of King Darius, 
which was 537 B.C. The Babylonian 
empire fell under the Midian and 
Persian attacks. Daniel was about 
82 years old at that time. He left his 
homeland when he was 14 years old 
and spent most of his life in Bab-
ylonian captivity. We can see that 

1 In the first year of Darius the 
son of Xerxes (a Mede by de-
scent), who was made ruler over 
the Babylonian kingdom
2 in the first year of his reign, 
I, Daniel, understood from the 
Scriptures, according to the 
word of the Lord given to Jere-
miah the prophet, that the des-
olation of Jerusalem would last 
seventy years.



Daniel studied very carefully the 
book of Jeremiah, the prophet who 
prophesied shortly before the Bab-
ylonian captivity and died at its be-
ginning.

Chapter 29:10 says, “This is what 
the Lord says, ‘When seventy years 
are completed for Babylon, I will 
come to you and fulfill my good 
promise to bring you back to this 
place.” Daniel must have read this 
prophecy many times, but here God 



opened his eyes to His promise. This was God’s great reveal-
ing! Daniel’s example inspires us to live a life of faithful 
Bible study with attention. The key thing of our faith is to go 
back to the Bible.
How did Daniel react to Jeremiah’s prophecy?



Let’s look at verses 3-6.

When Daniel found God’s promise, 
his heart began to tremble with joy, 
and he immediately turned to God 
in prayer. He did not put off prayer 
until later. We can learn Daniel’s at-
titude towards God’s promises. We 
see that Daniel did not become dis-
couraged by the external situation. 

3 So I turned to the Lord God and 
pleaded with him in prayer and petition, 
in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to the Lord my God and con-
fessed: “Lord, the great and awesome 
God, who keeps his covenant of love 
with those who love him and keep his 
commands,

5 we have sinned and done wrong. We 
have been wicked and have rebelled; we 
have turned away from your commands 
and laws

6 We have not listened to your servants 
the prophets, who spoke in your name 
to our kings, our princes and our ances-
tors, and to all the people of the land.”



All his life Daniel did his best to 
live before God, struggling with the 
compromises and temptations of a 
pagan environment. Daniel begins 
his prayer by turning to God, prais-
ing Him. Daniel knew God per-
sonally and deeply. To Daniel, the 
Lord was great, wonderful, faithful, 
and merciful. As Daniel repents of 
the sins of the people, he includes 
himself among them, showing his 
heart as a shepherd.



7 ‘Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are 
covered with shame-the people of Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, 
both near and far, in all the countries where 
you have scattered us because of our unfaith-
fulness to you.

8 We and our kings, our princes and our an-
cestors are covered with shame, Lord, be-
cause we have sinned against you.” Daniel 
prays for his people as a faithful shepherd. 
He counts the sins of his people as his own. 
When Daniel looked at his people, he saw 
that they were swallowed up in sin and need-
ed the Lord. Daniel knew that God was mer-
ciful and forgiving.

Let’s read verses 7-8. Dan-
iel prays for his people as a 
faithful shepherd. He counts 
the sins of his people as his 
own. When Daniel looked at 
his people, he saw that they 
were swallowed up in sin 
and needed the Lord. Let us 
look at verse 9: “9 The Lord 
our God is merciful and for-
giving, even though we have 
rebelled against him; 



Daniel knew that God was merciful and forgiving. At this 
time it may seem that God’s work cannot be accomplished. 
Due to many opinions, disputes, and views, the very concept 
of a single truth has been erased. However, just as in Dan-
iel’s days, it is not necessary to focus on external factors, 
but to rely on the promises of God. Daniel prayed for his 
people with all his heart and soul so that the people could 
return to God. In our days, we can hold fast to God’s prom-
ise and our personal relationship with Him to pray for Eu-
rope, Asia, America, and the whole world.



Let us look at verses 17-19: “17 “Now, our God, hear 
the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your 
sake, Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctu-
ary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes 
and see the desolation of the city that bears your 
Name. We do not make requests of you because we 
are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 
19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For 
your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city 
and your people bear your Name.”



 
Daniel prayed that God would make His history, look with 
His bright face upon the desolate holy place, and that He 
would lean His ear and hear them. We can see that Daniel 
wanted God’s glory, he prayed that God might accomplish 
His plan for His glory. Daniel’s prayer was pleasing to God 
because he was seeking God’s glory.



Jesus, too, always sought God’s glory in his 
prayers. In Matthew 6:9:” 9 “This, then, is how 
you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name,’” and in John 17:1: “After Jesus said 
this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
‘Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that 
your Son may glorify you.”



The main purpose of our prayer is for God’s 
name to be glorified. When God’s righteousness 
and mercy is here, His glory is also here. When 
Christ’s forgiving love is there, then God’s glory 



Then, how could God’s glory be revealed? Let 
us read the key verses 9:18,19 once again: “Give “Give 
ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see 
the desolation of the city that bears your Name. the desolation of the city that bears your Name. 
We do not make requests of you because we are We do not make requests of you because we are 
righteous, but because of your great mercy. Lord, righteous, but because of your great mercy. Lord, 



listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For 
your sake, my God, do not delay, because your your sake, my God, do not delay, because your 
city and your people bear your Name.”city and your people bear your Name.” Daniel’s 
heart burned for the city of Jerusalem to be ful-
ly restored as God’s city. Daniel knew about the 
hopelessness of his people because of their sins. 
However, he trusted in God’s great mercy and 
sovereign and good plan to make His people
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.



Filled with God’s hope and God’s heart for the 
spiritual restoration of His people, Daniel plead-
ed for God’s great mercy. Young people in Russia 
live without any sense of purpose for their lives. 
Many of them suffer from depression and oth-
er mental and physical illnesses. But we can pray 
like Daniel for the spiritual restoration 
of Russian people.



SECOND, DANIEL’S 
VISION FOR THE 
FUTURE OF ISRAEL



23 As soon as you began to pray, 
a word went out, which I have come 
to tell you, for you are highly es-
teemed. Therefore, consider the 
word and understand the vision:
24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for 
your people and your holy city to fin-
ish transgression, to put an end to 
sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring 
in everlasting righteousness, to seal 
up vision and prophecy and to anoint 
the Most Holy Place.”

 As Daniel spoke, prayed and 
confessed his sins and the sins 
of his people, the Archangel 
Gabriel spoke to him. Verse 24 
is the main one in this section. 
It is a symbolic prophecy that 
the seventy years of captivity 
were over, and the sins of the 
people were forgiven, and that 
the Anointed One, the Holy of 
Holies, would come. 



The number “seventy-seven” was symbolic, it means 70 
times 7, would be 490. According to prophecy, from that 
time until the restoration of Jerusalem in 445 B.C. , seven 
sevenths would pass. From that time until the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ there will be sixty-two sevenths. After that, ac-
cording to God’s promise, Christ is to be betrayed and die 
on the cross as the Lamb of God. After a certain period of 
time there will be a last seventh period. This period is the 
last period before the second coming of Christ.



Verse 26 says: “26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the 
Anointed One will be put to death and will have 
nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come 
like a flood: War will continue until the end, and des-
olations have been decreed.” The prophecy of Jesus’ 
leaving Jerusalem and the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Roman ruler Titus was in 70 A.D. 



Although the Son of God came and died for the sins 
of men, this is not the end of the world. He rose 
again and will come again. And one day Jesus the 
Lord will end all abomination of desolation and the 
desolator will perish. The spiritual significance of this 
is the salvation accomplished by Jesus.



We are living at the end of times, after the first 
coming of Christ. We are already forgiven and saved 
from sin. What shall we do now? Our mission as 
Christians and shepherds is to spread the Word 
of God, to testify Him through our lives, words, and 
actions. 



Through this chapter we have been able to learn 
the intercessory prayer of a shepherd like Daniel, 
how God works in the history of a nation and the 
whole world, and what plan the Lord has for us. We 
need to trust the Lord completely in all life’s sit-
uations, pray passionately, repent of our sins, and 
seek ways to glorify God. God bless you to live as 
true and prayerful shepherds like Daniel fort he 
spiritual revival of your generation. Amen.



2. GOD ANSWERS 
DANIEL’S PRAYER



Let us see 10:1:  The Persian king Cyrus freed the Is-
raelites from 70 years of Babylonian captivity. God 
aroused the spirit of Cyrus and commanded him, so 
Cyrus gave permission for the Jews to return to Je-
rusalem and build God’s house. In 537 B.C. 50,000 
Jews returned to Jerusalem under the leadership of 
Zerubbabel and began rebuilding the temple. But 
because of the interference of the Samaritans, the 
work was stopped. 



58 years later, a second group 
of 1,800 Jews under the lead-
ership of Ezra returned to Je-
rusalem. There was a strong 
spiritual awakening at that 
time. After another 14 years 
in 444 B.C. , a third group of 
Jews under Nehemiah came 
and began rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem. 



Despite the intervention of 
Sanballat, Tobiah, and other 
opponents, the walls were re-
built in 52 days. The events of 
Daniel chapter 10 relate to the 
third year of Cyrus’ reign, when 
the returning Jews faced oppo-
sition during the rebuilding of 
the temple. The walls of Jeru-
salem had not yet been rebuilt.



Let’s look at verses 4-7: 
After three weeks of fasting and prayer, on the twen-
ty-fourth day of the first month on the bank of the 
great river Tigris, Daniel had a vision of a man dressed 
in linen clothes. The image described in these verses is 
very similar to the image of Jesus that the apostle John 
saw on the island of Patmos, as Revelation 1:12-16 says.



The linen robe indi-
cates that Jesus is our 
High Priest; 

5 I looked up and there before 
me was a man dressed in linen, 
with a belt of fine gold from Up-
haz around his waist.



the golden loins show 
that He is our King;



the body as a topaz and 
the face as a form of 
lightning symbolize His 
authority and the glory 
of the Creator. 

6 His body was like topaz, his 
face like lightning, his eyes like 
flaming torches, his arms and 
legs like the gleam of burnished 
bronze, and his voice like the 
sound of a multitude.



Also the eyes like burn-
ing lamps show His dis-
cernment, 

6 His body was like topaz, his 
face like lightning, his eyes like 
flaming torches, his arms and 
legs like the gleam of burnished 
bronze, and his voice like the 
sound of a multitude.



the hands like shining 
copper signify that He 
is the Judge. 

6 His body was like topaz, his 
face like lightning, his eyes like 
flaming torches, his arms and 
legs like the gleam of burnished 
bronze, and his voice like the 
sound of a multitude.



Let’s look at verses 8-11:
 When Daniel saw the 
Son of Man, he had no 
strength left, and the look 
on his face was extreme-
ly changed, and there was 
no longer any liveliness in 
him. When Daniel heard 
His voice, he immediately 
fell on his face and lay face 
down on the ground.

8 So I was left alone, gazing at this 
great vision; I had no strength left, 
my face turned deathly pale and I was 
helpless. 9 Then I heard him speaking, 
and as I listened to him, I fell into a 
deep sleep, my face to the ground.

10 A hand touched me and set me 
trembling on my hands and knees. 11 
He said, “Daniel, you who are high-
ly esteemed, consider carefully the 
words I am about to speak to you, and 
stand up, for I have now been sent to 
you.” And when he said this to me, I 
stood up trembling.



Let’s look at verses 12-14:
The Son of Man gently 
touched Daniel and support-
ed him and gave him strength. 
He said he had heard Daniel’s 
prayer from the first day he 
began to pray. But there was 
a spiritual struggle going on 
during Daniel’s prayer. Here 
“prince of Persia” means the 
devil who ruled over the kings 
of Persia. The Son of Man 

12 Then he continued, “Do not be 
afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that 
you set your mind to gain understand-
ing and to humble yourself before your 
God, your words were heard, and I 
have come in response to them. 13 But 
the prince of the Persian kingdom re-
sisted me twenty-one days. Then Mi-
chael, one of the chief princes, came 
to help me, because I was detained 
there with the king of Persia. 14 Now I 
have come to explain to you what will 
happen to your people in the future, 
for the vision concerns a time yet to 
come.”



went to Daniel, but because of the devil’s influence, God’s 
answer to Daniel’s prayer was delayed for 3 weeks. During 
this delay Daniel was able to pray insistently and patient-
ly. Somehow the devil confronted the Son of Man, but it 
only lasted a certain amount of time. Satan and all fallen 
angels are already cut off to eternal destruction. No one 
can stand against Jesus Christ. In that battle Michael, one 
of the first princes, came to the rescue and supported the 
Son of Man.



Here we see that our true ene-
my is Satan. We sometimes think 
that other people or external fac-
tors are to blame, but they are not. 
Our real enemy is the devil. When 
we preach and invite sheep, and 
encounter rejection, we are actu-
ally engaged in an active spiritu-
al struggle for our hearts and for 
the hearts of our sheep. Tempta-
tion can come even to those who 



are surrounded by God’s Word all the time through self-righ-
teousness, pride, and compromise with the world. We must 
know that our enemy Satan is strong, but God is much stron-
ger. It is very important for us to fight not as we want to, but 
rather to become clothed in God’s word.



In verses 15-17 The Son of Man announced to Daniel what 
would happen to his people in the end times, as the vi-
sion refers to the distant days. When Daniel heard this, he 
was numb and his strength was gone, but the Son of Man 
touched his mouth and he began to speak. But Daniel could 
only confess his weakness. Then the Man strengthened him 
with His strength and gave him support. Let us read verses 
18 and 19 together: 
 



„18 Again the one who looked like a man touched me and 
gave me strength. 19 “Do not be afraid, you who are highly 
esteemed,” he said. “Peace! Be strong now; be strong.”  
 
When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Speak, 
my lord, since you have given me strength.” Let us also look 
at verses 20-21: „So he said, “20 Do you know why I have 
come to you? Soon I will return to fight against the prince 
of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will come; 21 
but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth.



(No one supports me against them except Michael,your 
prince.” We see that there are continually enemies of truth 
in the world who are controlled by the devil. However, 
we may hear God’s comfort: “Do not be afraid! Peace! Be 
strong now; be strong.” No matter how powerful the pow-
ers of evil are, we can have confidence that God will fight 
for us and bless the prayers of the shepherds of His flock. 
Let us live like Daniel as true shepherds who pray for Eu-
rope, Asia, America, and the whole world wholeheartedly.



Let us read the key verses 9:18,19: “Give ear, 
our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the 
desolation of the city that bears your Name. 
We do not make requests of you because we 
are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 
Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! 
For your sake, my God, do not delay, because 
your city and your people bear your Name.”



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


