


CONTENTS

s ) e
Foreword

o BT e
Introduction

_—
Major Arcana

~ 32 ~

Minor Arcana

~ 48 ~
How to Read the Tarot

~ B)in
Tarot Spreads

~ 56 ~
Bonus Cards




FOREWORD

It was a hot summer, but they all are here in Austin,
Texas. 1 liding fromthesun, Irelentlessly tried to finish
a book. My assistant, Beth Fisher, sat beside me. She
swallowed books about Tarot. I had charged her with
the task of research, which Icould not find the time for.
Lifeasafull-time cartoonistisbrutal. As I labored over
panels, she would occasionally burst out with laughter,
or frustration, and proceed to explain to me the
elaborate history orinconsistent narrative that existed
within a card. This was my true introduction to what
tarot cards meant. Beth isa storyteller,and she turned
the deck into a drama for me. When I wrapped up my
bookand could finallybeginsketchingoutideasforthe
cards,webegan tomake jokesand find waystoconnect
the cards to real life. (The Princess of Pentacles: Joan
Holloway.) The first round of drawings I made of the
cards showed my inexperience with them. They were
tentative,and Irealized how vast this projecttruly was,
When Mike and Darren asked me to make a tarot deck,
I said yes without really thinking about it. It sounded
cool, why not? But as I attempted to roughly draw out
what would become 78 laboriously hand-painted and

illustrated cards, 1did haveamoment where I thought
‘What have I done?’

b ]

I had not met Beth before this summer. I hired her as
my assistant on a whim, which seems to be a theme
for me. She sent me an email, I liked her tone, I said
come to Austin. She appeared at the Austin airport
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h the day of a bizarre storm, and while the wind

!)ll“t'(l up street signs and sent cars of f the road, we
introduced ourselves, When she began working on 4
smallnotebook that wastobe filled with tarot research,
I didn’t know what 1o expect. I am, on 4 good day,
distant from most people. And having Beth sit nextto
me while I work was something I was not accustomed
to. But as the summer got deeper, and our work got
longer,Irealized that Iliked her dndlhdtspenclnwthf.

d“}’ next to someone was pcrhaps not too bad.

After making sketches of the deck, I set about doing it
again.Thistime withmore gusto,and more confidence
in my understanding of tarot. Beth watched likean all-
knowingbird,gentlymakingsurelunderstood whatthe
cards really meant, and what symbolism was necessary
(and what was, perhaps, dated and superfluous).

When the summer ended, Beth had to leave to go
back to school, and I had a tarot deck to make. But
the time wasn’t right. I too had to go back to school.
I had signed up for a three-month course to become a
certified EMT (you know, the person who helps you in
an ambulance) and it took over my life with the same
force of that storm on the day I met Beth.

While I learned about how people die, and how to
save them, thoughts about the cards stayed with me |
attempted towork onthem,but progress was slow. The
feeling wasn’t there. Beth and I stayed in touch, and
we relied on each other when our respective schools
got under our skin. Finally, after three long months, [
passed my mountain of tests and a national exam and
became certified. I called Bethand told her [ w asready
to attack the tarot deck, that it was time. She believed




me. I drew the deck as a different person than when
the summer first started. But tarot didn’t change me- |
can't lie and say it did. Beth did. She showed me thep.
and continuestoshow me, that I need people. And thaf
iswhat inspired this deck morethananything. That we
cannot.and we will not, be alone. That our destiny lies
in our friends and family, and no reading can tell me
different. That tosimply create artisnotenough to be
a part of this world. It takes much, much more.

I have been honored to take part in the tradition of
tarot. I did my best to heed what these cards have
meant in history,and what I want them to mean in the
future. At the very least, I have memories that I will
holdontotilltheday Idie.Sweatingat my dining room
table, Beth at my side, telling me why the Pentaclesare

all good boys.

Thank vou, Beth, for all your work, and for being my
dearfriend. ThankyouMikeand Darrenforasking
me to do this deck. None

of this would have
happenedotherwise.




INTRODUCTION

Everything this tarot encapsulates is conjured in its
name. It was made with the intention of letting the
tarot trace a path through the long, dark night of
sleep. Because, in dreams, I really believe we walk the
full spectrum of human experience. To me, dreams
allow us to connect what does not fit together. But
by doing so they often show us what we cannot se€,
because in consciousness we are limited by so much.

This deck is about the peace we feel when we're in
a deep slumber, and the excitement we feel upon
waking. It’s the feeling of seeing someone in a dream
you haven’t seen in a long time. Of connecting with
the impossible, sensing you are in another reality
but accepting it. This state, deep in symbolism and
wrapped in the unconscious, shares so much with
the space within which we meet the tarot. A parallel
world of omens and portents, archetypes, miracles
and revelations. All these double meanings there to be
unwound and,in doing so,bringing more clarity to the
waking world. Butdreamsareonly partof theequation
_ what solidifies this deck in my mind is the idea of
the cosmic, of the cosmos. The Universe, eyes closed,
revolving and dancing as she sleeps. Tarot lets us see
theexpansivenesswithinourselves,andinapproaching
the drawing of the cards I often thought of the
Universe;of the galaxiesand starsand black holes. Just
likethestar-litrealmof dreams,wereally knowsolittle.

I hope this deck can shed a small amount of light for
you and illuminate your path ahead.



THE MAJOR ARCANA
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Fhe 22 cards that run from The Fool to The Universe

are known as the Major Arcana. “Arcana” is the plural
another

of *Arcanum”, meaning secret or mystery = so
way of describing these cards is Major Mystery. How
perfectly apt! Unlike the Minor Arcana these cards
evade simple answers with their layers of symbolism
and tlow of archetypal forces. Looking at the cards in
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The Foolis the feeling of just falling off the edge into
sleep. Before every beginning, there is the step one
must take to begin. That is who the Fool is, the space
before the start. Every moment to come exists within
this space, and every card to come contains the Fool.
Everythingmustfirstemergefromnothing,andthough
thisneedsalittle blind faith, it will lead us to the places
we desire to go.

Whilethe Foolisfilled with potential, thereisanaivety
tosuch a state. Potential does not contain within it the
lessonswewilllearn from experience. Thoselessonsare
YL 1o come, so it is worth appreciating the limits of
\.\'hut we know. Listen to the simple guidés around you,
Justas the dog pulls at the Fool’s robe. Let the primal
p:n‘.l of your heart bring you to safety instead of
letting your imagination be your only voice.




The Magus emerges when the dream has truly begun.
Inthe ground around youliesthe growing potential of
your creative spirit. Tend to that garden with the tools
of your craftand watch what may flourish. Butbe wary
— within the tangles of flowers and leaves lies mystery,
trickery and illusion. With the start of anewadventure
one must be careful to watch for a mirage. Not every
splendid scene is made for you.

Above you, branches grow downwards, handing you
the aspects of yourself that will soon come into play.
These grow directly from the sky itself. In your hands
you hold one object that is many; the pen, the candle,
the brush, the wand. Whatever expression of your Will
yourequire to create. Keep your eyes on your passions,
and don’t look backwards. Focus on what drives you
forward, for everything you need is ahead.

Il
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IL the high priestess

The High Priestess is the teacher we need. She is also
a guardian of knowledge. Thereisasilence that hangs
in the air as you consider her, for what she represents
is somewhat elusive. There is no simple answer when
it comes to the High Priestess, because many of her
answers are questions. This is because she is the guide
to somewhere deeper than anywhere you have been
before. Togetthere,onemustconsiderbothmercyand
severity and act intuitively. Both intend to lift you up,
though they also both intend to challenge you.

Thesecretsthe High Priestesscontainsmay be dif ficult
to accept. There is often hardship in crossing new
boundaries. But have taith in her power, and respect
it,forthisisthedark teacherof dreamsand her lessons
should be heeded.



.the empress

Tl“he Empress is always here to pick us up. She lives
in the ocean inside us and is always ready to lend a
hand. She is a healer and a mother to all those who
ask kindly. The symbol of Venus lies at her feet to
remind you that she is here to love and protect. She is
the one who hasfilled this entire ocean, and who kee ).
the waves churning. Despite her harmonious sense (l)is
self, she is not afraid of the deep water. It’s from the
deepest depths that the roots come to let the garden
grow around her. Her body itself is the soil. Do not be
afraid to let her nurture you,donot fear the love those
around you want to give.

But be careful, do not think that her materna] nature
means she is not fierce. She will drown you if yoy
should try to cross her.’T'o give loveisto be \'lllllt‘l‘aijlt‘

and that should notbe wasted on someone who wil] not‘
honorit. Letyourself bev ulnerableand feel deeplyand

you will be rewarded.

3.
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I the epcror

The Emperor is an authority you can trust. He
complements the Empress,and feels justas deeply, but
his way is to keep that hidden. Builder and a protector.
When the ground beneath you seems to be crumbling,
he will come to patch it up. He approaches life with
a stoic demeanor and a seriousness towards the laws
thatgovernbothnatureandsociety. Butholdshisbelief
with pride and wants to pass that on to you.

Donot forget to protect yourself. The Emperor hasno
shame about armor and shields. The world can be a
brutal place, and creating a barrier between your skin
and the air may be just what you need. He do this with
pride — the Emperor has no room for shame. He wants
to see you in the world as your strongest self.



The Hierophantis a calling. They are also the structure
around us — the physical boundaries of the world. These
two are capable of interacting. The Hierophant must
follow their destiny, but does so within the confines of
whathasalready comebefore.Youmay think thislessens
the beauty of the calling, but it does not. To work within
asystemisaway totranscend it. Donotbeafraid of rules
and limitations. Instead, look to them for inspiration.
Every law around us has the mark of someone whoisno
longerbreathing onthisearth.Acknowledge the history
around you and join its legacy.

Whilst the Hierophant is a teacher, he could also be
there to inspire you to teach others yourselt. Look
aroundyourlifeforthosewhoneedyourguidance,and
for those who can guide you. The Hierophant’s keys
can unlock your next steps and in turn be passed to
those that follow. You are not alone in this world, and
the story of this life is to be shared.

&



"X the lovers

The Lovers card is here to tell you that there isa choice
in front of vou. Or perhaps within you. Do not be
fooled in thinking that a choice is simply a road that
diverges into two paths. Picture a winding staircase
thatgoeson further thanvoucanimagine. Branching,
dividing. rejoining with each ethical dilemma.

Dwelling within the Lovers, a guide can be found. It’s
the part of you that has both grown up and stayed
voung. Let that guide sit with you in these decisions.
Do not make choicesas your fearful self or your angry
self . Look uponvourmoraldilemmasasthe person :'01'1
want to be, for that is how you will become [ht.‘l"ll.



WL the chariot

The Chariot comesracing intoyour life with a vision of
victory.Stepintotheseat,graspthereinsand closeyour
eyes. Youdonot need tolook whereyouare going. The
direction in which you are headed should be guided by
instinct. Be bold and trusting, and unafraid of speed.

Thecanopyaboveyousignifiesthenight,andyet,night
. all around you. It is unclear how many dreams you
areinrightnow. You havea primal willasstrong asthe
lions that pull you. In noticing their power, seek your
own. It is right there with you, waiting to be used.

s .4
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TL Strength

It is time to become the master of your inner self. To
doso,youmustharmonize thedifferent piecesthatyou
are made of. The lion is your gut — the raw reactions,
the instinct, the ferocity. The woman is your mind -
the knowledge you hold, the dreams you have. The two
must work together to find true strength.

Remember that strength is not always loud, and is not
always noticeable. Do not rely on others to validate
your courage, look inward instead. You are the only
one who will truly recognize the work you have done.



IX. the hermit

The Hermit beckons you to find space. Find a space
for yourself, one that is vast enough to encompass the
world that lives inside you. Wisdom is there for you
in empty rooms and open skies. Don’t be afraid of
solitude. The knowledge you will gain will make you a
good teacher, or even a good student.

The cat at your feet is what has become of the lions.
No longer do you require roaring creatures to pull
you outside of yourself. You need something far more
gentle and mysterious. A companion that will not ask
you for too much. Look into the cat’s eyes,and you may
begin to understand what you need to do.

19



X wheel of omm |

Destinyiscoming atyoulikeastmngriver.'['hc current
will not stop, and neither will you. Now is not the time
for answers, it isa moment for questions. The wheel s
spinningandcannotbestopped.Letyourself relaxinto
your lack of control. Be like a child — let the universe
take care of you. Where you will land is unclear, but
that is the truth of all life. Control is an illusion.

Remember too that the universe does not act alone.
There are many forces at play, and many spirits that
watch over you. Fate is a crowded room. You are not
alone. Breathe in and let yourself be taken down

the river.




| I Justice

Justice is not what you expect. It is not harsh or
overbearing — it is instead overflowing with honesty
and fairness. Now is the time to step back and be your
own judge. Yourliferequiresthatyoulookatitclearly.
Analyze what helps you and what doesn’t, what you
need, and what you want. The answer will help you
attain balance.

Be patient as you seek justice. Thisisnota process that
can be rushed. Deliberate with calm and care

21



The Hanged One signifies a spiritual transformation.
Growth is already happening, and it is possible it will
take you to a place you don’t recognize. There may be
painintheprocess,and youmayfeelasif youarestuck.
Justaswatching paintdryisineffective,don’twatchtoo
closely. Trust in the fact that change is occurring, and
use it as an opportunity to be in the liminal state.

Thereflection youseeiswho you will grow into. There

is a higher place for you to go, a better self for you to
become. Stretch out and open wide.



Death comes without warning. Even when it is
expected, true change and loss often send us into an
unrecognizable space. But Death does not come with ill
intent—itcomesasacandletoguideyour way,forthere
isadarkpathahead.Notdangerous,butsimplyunseen.
Inevitable change which is perhaps uncomfortable lies
ahead, but it is through this change that you will be
able to start over.

An ending must always occur for there to be a new
beginning. Something must be lost to truly gain. Hold
the light close to you so you may see your way through.




3 temperance

Temperance beckons for balance. There are many
forcesatplayin yourlife.Oppositesandcontradictions
abound. But do not turn away from these opposing
energies.Instead,lookclosely.Thereisaspacebetween
them, and that is where you will find the harmony you
need. Your answers lie between trees, between steps,

between voices.

Be wary of anything that claims to solve it all, or
claims to make something goaway. There are no quick
fixes,and your scale will easily tip to one side. Balance
requires work and contemplation, and can be lost as
quickly asitisgained. Be patientand seek the harmony

around you.



X the Devil

The Devil surrounds you like a gilded cage. The night
rests around you, and your mind is firmly planted in
the material world. But the cage has a door that is
unlocked, and this night will soon come to an end
Right now, you are only seeing half the story. |

Your desires right now tempt an unfinished version
of yourself. Wealth, ego and sex all draw you in. Try
to understand why you want these things{. and wha}t
they will give you. In these questions, secrets will be
uncovered. |

e
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| mthe tower

There is no sugar coating the message that the Tower
is a sign of calamity. One that may feel quite personal
asthisstructure hasbeenbuiltby yourself. Everyeffort
you’ve put forth has added a brick. Every concept you
considered true and firm cemented this seemingly
unmovable structure.

But now the work you’ve done comes crashing down
by cosmic forces. This may seem like 2 moment to give
in, to let the destruction own you. But you cannot be
reborn unless first you come back to the ground. The
foundation of the Tower will remain, and it is on the
same spot that you can begin again. This time, you'll

lay the bricks with the understanding of what can
bring them down.



The Star enters your vision like a welcome breeze on a
hotday. Justintime,sheishereforyoutoofferwisdom,
guidance and healing. Sheis a part of the earth, just as
you are. Take her lead and connect with the grass and
water around you; then look into the sky at night with
optimism, hope and star-lit vision.

The wisdom she offers you is twofold — it is yours to
take, and yours to pass on. Hope is a legacy that we are
all a part of. Don’t let it stop with you.



The Moon reigns in the sky brimming with tears and
mystery. But her tears are not like our own. They
roll down her rocky surface and fall to earth, each
containing its own dream. Right now you feel trapped
in the middle of the night. The dark is so endless that
all sense of the approaching morning is lost. Every
action takes you deeper within yourself. Myths, wild
oscillations of the imagination, fears. Only intuition
can guide when the light is so deceptive.

The water around you 1is overflowing, and vour
subconscious and conscious minds feel it all. Look
closely at the reflection, this shadow of self — in its
shimmer you will see the first hint of dawn.



IX. the sun

The Sun brings its light to shine on vour successes,
and to bring tidings of joy and plav. Fresh vision and
revitalized energy. Notice where you are tense, and let
the warmth of the Sun loosen you up. The material
world around you should be responding to vour
victories and accomplishments.

But we only have one sun. and it is one every person
must share. Take the optimism and success that you
have been given and share it. Recognize that this light
is not only yours.
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Judgement comes to you in the brief, crystal moment
right before a dream ends and consciousness begins.
The moment when all the connections are made, when
you could not possibly let the dream end. Judgement
criesout thatan epiphany is here —answersare around
thecorner,anddivineintervention callsto yousweetly.

Youarenotbeing lifted up on your own, though. Many
have helped you get here. It does not matter if those
who have helped you have continued to do so. Every
time someone has helped you reach a higher place,

even in the smallest way, has played a part in you
getting here,



The dream has ended, and it’s time to wake up. This is
notcauseforanysadness;infact,it’sthemostwonderful
gift. Because upon waking, the entire universeis yours
to experience. The world is ready for you to join it.

The Universe comes at the end of a long path. You
have faced terrible trials and gone to all of your limits.
But every tear and ache has been worth it, because you
have come to the greatest gift of all. You are alive, you
are awake. You are loved, and you are welcome in the

Universe.



THE MINOR ARCANA

The Minor Arcana are made of four suits, just asina
regular deck of playing cards, each with an elemental
association. In a tarot reading, they appear when the
message concerns the material world, and they are of
amore day-to-day nature than the cosmically charged

Major Arcana.

A general theme runs through each of these suits:

TORCHES: (Wands in a traditional tarot deck):
Fire. Willpower, creative pursuits, career.

CUPS: Water. Intuition., emotions and
relationships.

SWORDS: Air. The intellect and 1deas.

PENTACLES: Earth. Finance and
resources, home and health.

ot



R

Y
These vun from Ace 1o Ten in
cachsuit,withcertainsimilarities '
appearing in ecach  number, -

Aces often suggest the start of
something new, for example,
Following this are the Court
Cards: Princess, Prince, Queen
and  King. Big personalities
emerge  here! These  cards
often,but notalways, represent

a person in a reading,

TORCHES

ACE OF TORCHES:
Inspirationandreinvigoration.
Light bursting forth in the
dark. Creative matters will be
especially fertile,

TWO OF TORCHES:
Determination and direction,
You are faced with two paths.
Do not be afraid. Be prepared
to face the unknown.

THREE OF TORCHES:
Maturity and calm. You are
prepared for what is coming. Do

not give in to impulsiveness.

FOUR OF TORCHES:
Comfort and completion. You have worked

hard. Let yourself rest within your successes.



FIVE OF |(1}{l'||l-‘1‘ (j.nnlwnlmn an '-.llllp_;,{h-_ le'

et _
‘\ll.” \“ll '“.][]' \'1'\ ll'.ll L kS “II.\'I "" ll'\"ll il \('“' L-'_Ifi,”

: 18 palps SOnhers
wity in your lite s palpable. Others are Vying fo

SIN OF TORCHES. Iln|u- and celebration, You are close
(o success, or ithasalready begun, Relish ics by wwht foree

in vour hte.

SEVEN OF TORCHES: Courage and determination. Wi
vou have fearved iscoming. Thereis no question that yor
will tace adversity. The question is whether or nog vou

will believe that you are capable of facing it. You are.

EIGHT OF TORCHES: Speed and trust. Move quickly and

don’t hesitate. You know what to do. Don’t overthink it

NINE OF TORCHES: Strength and home. Defend
yourself andyourfamily,and work tomaintain
what you have. Plant your feet on the
ground and stand tall with bravery.

TEN OF TORCHES: Pressure
and responsibility. There
are new weights on your
shoulders, but do not
let them be a burden.
Instead, let the heft
show just how much
you are able to hold.



PRINCESS OF TORCHES: T'enacious and independent.
Youare audacious and present, but you can be careless.
You run hot enough that you can burn yourself out.

Butyoubring good news, and your flaws are what

make you who you are.

PRINCE OF TORCHES: Hot-headed and
colorful. You have a playful side,
and you move with speed. But
a part of you has potential

for violence, and only

N

\):
O\

you can reign that in.

QUEEN OF TORCHES:
Authority and strength.
Ignorethefools,listento
your heart. Your power
comes from within. You
are truly a Queen. Be firm,
but kind, to those in need.

KING OF TORCHES:

Action and justice. You

are ready to make a

move, but do so with

honesty and tenacity.

Let rules be your guide.
Be careful not tolet your
energy explode; let it out
with consideration.
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CUPS

ACE OF CUPS: A fresh
slart, a4 new ln'ginning,
Internal growth 1s near.

Find balance in your life,

Harmony is on its way.

TWO OF CUPS: Unity and
halance. Your relationships and

pursuits have found a beautiful
connection to one another. Enjoy

the harmony in your life.

THREE OF CUPS: Success and joy. There
has been a victory in your life. Allow
yourself to celebrate it.

FOUR OF CUPS: Withdrawal and weariness. After a

busy time, you feel aversion to your own Joy. Itistime to
recuperate and refill your well,

FIVE OF CUPS: Griel and stagnation. You are trapped
in your loss and continue to brood. While you feel you
cannot goon,remember that time moves on re
Be like a clock, tick forward step by step.

gardless.

SIX OF CUPS: Reflection and building. Look back upon
the happiness you have felt, and honor this past by
living the present to the fullest. Learn from what you
have experienced.

SEVEN OF CUPS: Creativity and energy. The potential is
alight around you; harness it. Use your time for what
matters most.



EIGHT OF CUPS: Change and beginnings. To get what
youwantyou'll need to go down a new path. Continuing
on your current road will not work. Break of f towardsa

new start.

NINE OF CUPS: Dreams and wishes. What you have
waitedforishere,and yourdreamswillcometo fruition.
Send your hopes out to the Universe and she will

answer back.
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TEN OF CUPS: Harmony and bliss. Happiness is here,
but 1t mayv nolt look the way vou L‘Kpt‘(‘l. Don’t seek an
explosive jov: instead, appreciate the peace and notice

vour satisfaction. These feelings are here to last.

PRINCESS OF CUPS: Innocent and romantic. Like your
mother.youareagentleand loving dreamer. Butunlike
her. vou are more grounded. Your heart is deeply
connected to the earth, but make sure no one takes

advantage of that. Protect your sweet self.

PRINCE OF CUPS: Beauty and lies. You are here for
secrets. You are subversive and romantic, and few truly
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know your inner self. But they recognize the outside
because you are made with style. Take the time to be
more than beautiful, and attempt to be vulnerable with
those around you.

QUEEN OF CUPS: Wise and disconnected. You are the
Queen of the dreamy inner space. You are loving
and kind, and your wisdom floats around you.

Be ready to help, and share your dreams.

KING OF CUPS: Easy going and
unfocused. A placid dude,
ready tohaveagoodtime. You
have a true heart, but you
lack focus.Youarefairand
far from militant. All you
really wanttodoiswatch

the flowers grow.




SWORDS

ACE OF SWORDS: Pain is present, but use voun willpowey
(0 persevere. Reflect and grow no matter what i

around you,

TWO OF SWORDS: Blind Faith. Be prepared to trust in

the face of the unknown. It is impossible to know the

future, let your strengt hbeinvourbelief inthe present




THREE OF SWORDS: Endings and sorrow. There has
been a cut through your life, leaving you isolated.

Acknowledge your loss.

FOUR OF SWORDS: Rest and recovery. Retreat into
yoursell, find peaceinyourbody.Solitude willhelp your

mind work through the pain.

FIVE OF SWORDS: Victory and loss. Opposing feelings
exist within you. Wonder is streaked with destitution.
Try to adjust to the new world.

SIX OF SWORDS: Upheaval and progress. It is time to
moveforwardafteradifficult period. Thereisgoodness
and stability ahead. It will not be handed to you, you
must seek it out.

SEVEN OF SWORDS: Caution and wariness. Keep your
eyes open as you engage with
the world. There is risk and
superstition around you.

EIGHT OF SWORDS: Trapped
and blind. You are

holding yourself back. You

have become blinded to
what is around you. Luckily

you hold the key to escape;

open you I eyces.

NINE OF SWORDS: Anguish
and regret. Youarestuckin
a deep pit of unhappiness.

The anxiety you feel has

-
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become your only companion. It will not be easy to free
yourself.

TEN OF SWORDS: Endings and fatigue. The long period
of suffering you’ve faced is nearly over. Don’t let your
weariness stop you in your tracks. Continue on and you
will find an ending and a new beginning.

PRINCESS OF SWORDS: Warrior and noble. You are the
beautiful,avengingangel.Manyfearyou,andrightfully
s0. Your enemies are nothing compared to you. But you

can be risky, so take heed. Find patience and harness
your ferocity.

PRINCE OF SWORDS: Aggressive and combative. You
believe the world is out to get you, and because of that
youthinkit givesyou the righttolash out.If youare able

to cool off and come back to reality, your spirit could be
used for good.



QUEEN OF SWORDS I'ungh and qung. You are
tormdable, so many do not see that vou are also very
loving. You are a mentor and a gmul listener You have

been through a lot, and vour experience informs who
VOu are

KING OF SWORDS: Serious and in charge. You are the
aunthority Yo powerl ulminfli-:\'mll'grzuln'sf.l'%'c(‘t.i)ll!
those around vou do not alwavs apprecuite your hard

truths. You respect the law perhapstoomuch,andoften

find vourself alienated from those around you.




PENTACLES

g

ACE OF PENTACLES,
Opportunity and enterprise

are on the horizon, but be
wary (o nol descend mto Iu‘lvml

and corruption. Use your ambition

o1 gnml.

TWO OF PENTACLES: Financial strain. There is
lotvouare juggling. Besteadtast Bettertimes

are coming.

THREE OF PENTACLES: Honing  yow
skills 1n prvp.u‘.ninn_ Now 18 the

time to make a move. Share vour

knowledge with the world,

FOUR OF PENTACLES:
Cautious and conservative.

Youarcholding vourwealth

- 3 B . close and have begun feela
\ " strong sense of greed.
5 a1 < o~
e\ &b e FIVE OF PENTACLES:
\% AR\ B Mistortune is near. Watch
T\ VRGP \L N\ your financial interests,
X : Wi u and search in your life
';-_. ' s Ll a4 - for the root cause of
\ g your struggle.
i




SIX OF PENTACLES: Give and take.
Balance has reentered vour
life. Maintain it by being

charitable and open. Try

to understand how what
vou have interacts with

what others have.

SEVEN OF PENTACLES:.
Eftfort and benefit.
“Your hard work is
taking you where
vou need to go.
Continue forward.
Do not be afraid of
pushing vourself.

EICHT OF PENTACLES:
Work and more work.
Itistimetosettleinand
sweat. Work hard and
don’t procrastinate.

NINE OF PENTACLES:
Stability and abundance.
You have reached a rich
plateau. Worry not for
money. Look out from
your perch and enjoy
your dominion.



PENTACLES: Stability and rewards, Enjoy 1he
lahor. Do not compare your finery

TEN OF
{ruits of your
rs. Simply en joy what you have,

othe
PRINCESS OF PENTACLES: [ntelligent and  ambitioys
you are the one everyone underestimates, But you are

practically boiling over with

potential. Youunderstand
desire and the follies of
men, and you use it to
youradvantage.Continue
to use your intelligence to
forge a space for yourself
in this world.

PRINCE OF PENTACLES:
Helpful and unambitious.
While you work hard for
others, you do not self-start.
Channelyour goodnessback




towardsyourself. Youalready know youareworthy,and

you know how to take care of yourself.

QUEEN OF PENTACLES: Regal and benevolent. You are
quiet and sensible, and understanding to the problems
of those around you. While you have wealth, vou do
not worship it. You are realistic and empathetic, and
everyone wants to be your friend or child.

KING OF PENTACLES: Practical and kind. You are
steadyasanoldtree.Yougiveback,and

the world smiles upon you. Your
wealth came toyou through work,
and youare notafraid toshareit.
Youare the stable one but of ten
lack in understanding the
world beyond reality.
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HOW TO READ THE TAROT

This is a briel introductory guide to reading the tarot.
This will not be the only guide you ever need, but
hopefully it’s enough to get you sta rted. So first off,
choose your question wisely. The tarot spread you're
using can of ten dictate the question, butif it’s a more
open-ended matter, try to avoid binary questions or
being highly specific. Have a timeframe clearly stated
and try not to look out too far if you want to avoid a

woolly answer.

As the querent shuffles (and there is no wrong
shuffle!®), guide their thoughts.Can they think back to
the circumstances that led here? What is the current
situation, and what are their hopes and worries? This
helps focus both you and the querent.

You could either cut the cards and draw from the top,
or fan the cards out and ask the querent to select them
one by one. Every reader has their own personal way to
select the cards, so feel free to experiment.

When you have laid out the cards, pause and take a
moment. There’s no rush. How do the cards fit into
their position in the spread? How do they relate to
one another? What is the overall picture? Perhaps, try
seeing the cardsasa comic —a visual story that uut"ulda:.
And trust your instincts! J



All of this is bit like describing how to ride a bike. You
can only truly learn through experience. So the best
advice 1 have is to find a curious friend and read for
‘achother.Practice,learnand mostimportantly en joy!!

*It a card drops out when shuffling, put it to one
side and include it in the reading. Think of this as a
background environment card. If half the pack drops

out, consider another shuffling style!
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TAROT SPREADS

A tarot spreadisaset way ol laying out the cards, wir},
cach card position conveying a meaning. It's i way of
|)ll|lillg’hll'II('lIll'('ill'ﬂllllt'lll('l';ll'rl‘;;lllfl:ll'iuln-l;,r.,[“”“,.

the qm'slinn.

Looking online is a great way to uncover new taror
spreads; in fact, it’s almost overwhelming how many
there are! But here are a few classic spreads that you
might find useful, plusacouple thathave been created
just for The Cosmic Slumber Tarol.

DAILY DRAW

Beginners start here

Thisis less of a spread and more of a practice. Draw a
single card at roughly the same time each day. Reflect
on yesterday’s card first. Does it make sense looking
back? Was your reading right? And then draw for the
dayahead. Thisisa greatlittleroutine, especially when
you are starting out.



FOUR CARD SPREADS

chl &lcps

Below areafewsuggested waystouse theabove layout.

They are all quick and easy to remember.

. Past 2. Present 3. Future 4. Advice

Remember to clearly state your timeframe in the

question.

I. Positive 2. Negative 3. Result 4. Advice

A great way toshow thatallcardshavebothabeneficial
and detrimental side. Thisspreadisanexcellentway to
get to know the cards

Three in One

The first three cards combine to present a single
response. Thisisan old-school fortune telling approach
that is wonderfully flexible in answering all types of
queries. Try noticing if a characterinonecardislooking
atorinteracting with other cards. Can you see one whole
picture? The fourth card still sits apart as advice.

Sl



THE CELTIC CROSS

e e ey

10.

]

> 5.

=2

Heart of the matter
Obstacle

Crown, conscious influences

Foundation, unconscious influences
Past

Future

Attitude and state of mind

Environment

. Hopes and fears
10. Outcome

A very classical tarot spread that has a few subtle
variations in the wild. The tone is set by card 1, Heart
of the matter, which represents whatis foremost in the
querent’s thoughts or concerns. This is not a spread
that needs a specific question.



S.
6.

DREAM PATH OF
THE SPHERES

Moon. Parting the veil. What do you know intuitively?

Mercury. Lucidity. What can be controlled through
clarity of thought?

Venus. The Bond. Where should compassion prevail?

Sun. Revelation. What advice should be treasured
upon waking?

Mars. The Nightmare. Where does conflict lie?
Jupiter. Wisdom. What truth is revealed?

Approach this spread as if it were a dream. The first
card, the Moon, is the doorway to sleep; so relax,
half-close the eyes and breathe deeply and evenly as

the card is selected. Let the mind drift as you choose

the cards — don’t worry about which position you are

selecting for asyoudraw. As the tarot reader, read the

cards in a similar relaxed and loose way. Try to keep

the barrier to the subconscious as thin as possible and

let the dream flow.



OF WHAT DOES THE
UNIVERSE DREAM

I

The Universe

J

Und erlying history
Recent concerns

The Universe

Immediate aims

Long term goal

The key in this spread is how you select the cards.
Shufflethewholedeck thenturnthem faceupandlook
for The Universe. Take out the two cards that come



helore The Universe, the Two that

(ollow,and The Universeitself,then

lay them out as shown above.

This is a very simple but
powerful spread, which
1s great to use when the
querent has no specific
query. You could use
It as an opening
reading from which
you could explore

a single card.

But what if The
Universe appears

in position other
than 3 (i.e. less than
two cards proceeded
or followed it in the
shuffle?) If The
Universe is card 1
(no cards before =
it), then you are 4/

moving intoa whole

new stage of your life. In position 2, the same applies,
but card 1 represents things you are still carrying
forward. In 4, then only one step lies between you and
asettling pointinlife.In5, WOW!You'vearrived -you
feel perfectly aligned with the cosmos. Barriers drop
and life feels joyous and effortless.



BONUS CARDS

THE MORNING

The Morning greets you with dim light. This card
reflects the chance to start over, the chance to rise
into the day a little bit stronger than yesterday.
Use the energy of the morning for beginnings — a
new project, a new conversation, a new feeling.

THE NIGHT

The Night comes when you need it most. It is the
place for you to sink into and escape. The long
day is coming to an end, but the night allows you
to extend it, to draw the time out. While everyone
else sleeps, you will work. Use the night to its fullest.
The moon slows down the clock for you so you may
have the time you need to face the problems ahead.





