
Nomenclature material for Phases of the Moon. Contains booklet, 4 part cards and name slips.

The moon is hiding! During the 
new moon, we can’t see the 
moon in the sky because the 
side facing us is in shadow. It’s 
like the moon is playing peek-a-
boo! This is the beginning of a 
brand-new moon cycle.

The moon starts to grow! You 
can see a tiny sliver of light, like 
a little smile in the sky. This 
phase is called the waxing 
crescent because “waxing” 
means growing and crescent 
means “to grow”.
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Now the moon is halfway lit! It 
looks like someone cut the moon 
in half. This phase is called the 
first quarter because it’s one-
quarter of the way through the 
moon’s journey.

The moon is getting closer to 
being full! Most of it is glowing, 
but there’s still a little shadow left 
on one side. This phrase is 
called the waxing gibbous. 
“Waxing” means it’s growing, 
and “gibbous” means it’s big and 
round.
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The moon is shining bright! It’s 
fully round and lights up the night 
sky like a giant lamp. People all 
over the world celebrate this phase 
of the moon with festivals and fun 
stories. This phrase is called the 
full moon.

The moon starts to shrink! You’ll 
still see most of it lit up, but now a 
little shadow begins to grow on the 
opposite side. This phrase is called 
the waning gibbous. “Waning” 
means getting smaller, and 
“gibbous” means it’s still big and 
round.
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The moon is halfway lit again, but 
this time it’s shrinking! It’s called 
the last quarter because the 
moon is almost done with its 
journey. The light and shadow 
have switched sides from the first 
quarter.

The moon is almost gone! Only a 
tiny curved sliver of light is left, like 
a fingernail in the sky. This phase 
is called the waning crescent 
because last phase before the 
moon hides again for the new 
moon. “Waning” means getting 
smaller and crescent means “to 
grow”.
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The Phases of the Moon

The Phases of the 
Moon
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New Moon New Moon

Waxing Crescent Waxing Crescent
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First Quarter First Quarter

Waxing Gibbous Waxing Gibbous



Nomenclature material for Phases of the Moon. Contains booklet, 4 part cards and name slips.

Full Moon Full Moon

Waning Gibbous Waning Gibbous
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Last Quarter Last Quarter

Waning Crescent Waning Crescent
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The moon is hiding! During the new 
moon, we can’t see the moon in the sky 
because the side facing us is in shadow. 
It’s like the moon is playing peek-a-boo! 
This is the beginning of a brand-new 
moon cycle.

The moon is hiding! During the ___ 
_____, we can’t see the moon in the sky 
because the side facing us is in shadow. 
It’s like the moon is playing peek-a-boo! 
This is the beginning of a brand-new 
moon cycle.

The moon starts to grow! You can see a 
tiny sliver of light, like a little smile in the 
sky. This phase is called the waxing 
crescent because “waxing” means 
growing and crescent means “to grow”.

The moon starts to grow! You can see a 
tiny sliver of light, like a little smile in the 
sky. This phase is called the   _____ 
_______because “waxing” means 
growing and crescent means “to grow”.
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Now the moon is halfway lit! It looks like 
someone cut the moon in half. This phase 
is called the first quarter because it’s 
one-quarter of the way through the 
moon’s journey.

Now the moon is halfway lit! It looks like 
someone cut the moon in half. This phase 
is called the ____  ______ because it’s 
one-quarter of the way through the 
moon’s journey.

The moon is getting closer to being full! 
Most of it is glowing, but there’s still a little 
shadow left on one side. This phrase is 
called the waxing gibbous. “Waxing” 
means it’s growing, and “gibbous” means 
it’s big and round.

The moon is getting closer to being full! 
Most of it is glowing, but there’s still a little 
shadow left on one side. This phrase is 
called the _____ _______. “Waxing” 
means it’s growing, and “gibbous” means 
it’s big and round.
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The moon is shining bright! It’s fully round 
and lights up the night sky like a giant 
lamp. People all over the world celebrate 
this phase of the moon with festivals and 
fun stories. This phrase is called the full 
moon.

The moon is shining bright! It’s fully round 
and lights up the night sky like a giant 
lamp. People all over the world celebrate 
this phase of the moon with festivals and 
fun stories. This phrase is called the ___
_____.

The moon starts to shrink! You’ll still see 
most of it lit up, but now a little shadow 
begins to grow on the opposite side. This 
phrase is called the waning gibbous. 
“Waning” means getting smaller, and 
“gibbous” means it’s still big and round.

The moon starts to shrink! You’ll still see 
most of it lit up, but now a little shadow 
begins to grow on the opposite side. This 
phrase is called the ______ ________. 
“Waning” means getting smaller, and 
“gibbous” means it’s still big and round.
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The moon is halfway lit again, but this 
time it’s shrinking! It’s called the last 
quarter because the moon is almost 
done with its journey. The light and 
shadow have switched sides from the first 
quarter.

The moon is halfway lit again, but this 
time it’s shrinking! It’s called the ____    
______ because the moon is almost done 
with its journey. The light and shadow 
have switched sides from the first quarter.

The moon is almost gone! Only a tiny 
curved sliver of light is left, like a 
fingernail in the sky. This phase is called 
the waning crescent because last phase 
before the moon hides again for the new 
moon. “Waning” means getting smaller 
and crescent means “to grow”.

The moon is almost gone! Only a tiny 
curved sliver of light is left, like a 
fingernail in the sky. This phase is called 
the ______  _______ because last phase 
before the moon hides again for the new 
moon. “Waning” means getting smaller 
and crescent means “to grow”.
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New Moon New Moon

Waxing Crescent Waxing Crescent

First Quarter First Quarter

Waxing Gibbous Waxing Gibbous

Full Moon Full Moon

Waning Gibbous Waning Gibbous

Last Quarter Last Quarter

Waning Crescent Waning Crescent


