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1 Executive Summary

Executive Summary

The forcibly displaced persons in Sere Kaniyeh
and Washokani camps have been facing dire
humanitarian and health conditions since their
displacement following the Turkish military
aggression in 2019. This report focuses on
assessing the situation of cancer patients in
these two camps, who suffer from a severe
lack of healthcare, lack access to appropriate
treatment, and live in environments that do
not meet the minimum standards of
humanitarian needs. Despite limited efforts
from some humanitarian organizations, the
health conditions in the camps continue to
deteriorate, especially after the withdrawal of
the World Health Organization (WHO) and
many other organizations from providing
necessary aid.

Dar Association for Victims of Forced
Displacement documented cases of cancer
patients in camps located in northeastern
Syria  (Sere Kaniyeh and Washokani).
According to the report, the association was
able to identify 54 cancer cases in the two
camps and conducted in-depth interviews
with them to highlight their health conditions.
These cases represent a portion of hundreds
of patients scattered across displacement
camps, shelters, and even within the major
cities in northeastern Syria.
These patients are in dire need of continuous
medical support due to the harsh living
conditions in the camps, shelters, and cities,
which exacerbate their suffering due to the
lack of essential medical resources and
services. By documenting these cases, the
association could contribute to raising local or
international awareness to provide the
necessary treatment and care for cancer
patients and those with other chronic or
.serious illnesses
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Dar Association for Victims of Forced
Displacement documented cases of cancer
patients in camps located in northeastern
Syria (Sere Kaniyeh and Washokani). According
to the report, the association was able to
identify 54 cancer cases in the two camps and
conducted in-depth interviews with them to
highlight their health conditions. These cases
represent a portion of hundreds of patients
scattered across displacement camps,
shelters, and even within the major cities in
northeastern Syria.

These patients are in dire need of continuous
medical support due to the harsh living
conditions in the camps, shelters, and cities,
which exacerbate their suffering due to the
lack of essential medical resources and
services. By documenting these cases, the
association could contribute to raising local or
international awareness to provide the
necessary treatment and care for cancer
patients and those with other chronic or
serious illnesses.

Deteriorating Living and Health Conditions

Thousands of families in Sere Kaniyeh and
Washokani camps live in poorly equipped
tents, facing harsh weather conditions and
severe shortages of clean water and
sanitation services. Environmental pollution
resulting from military operations and the
deteriorating surrounding environment have
contributed to the spread of chronic diseases,
most notably cancer. The number of
confirmed cancer cases in the two camps has
reached 54, a number that is expected to rise
due to the absence of early diagnosis and the
lack of medical resources and services
provided by local and international
organizations.

There is a critical shortage of medication and
treatments for patients, especially those
suffering from chronic diseases like cancer.
Patients rely on limited humanitarian aid, and
many families are forced to send their sick to
hospitals in Damascus or other distant
provinces, adding a financial burden and
further physical and psychological suffering
for the patients

Patients' Struggles for Treatment: A Journey
of Endless Suffering

The analysis indicates that patients face
immense challenges in accessing treatment,
as most patients do not receive regular
chemotherapy or radiation therapy due to a
lack of medical resources and financial
support. Some patients, like Zahra Abbas, who
suffers from breast cancer, rely entirely on
support from relatives to cover the expensive
treatment costs in Damascus, a situation that
repeats for many others. Zahra stated, "The
medication is very expensive, and | cannot
stop the treatment. | left my home because of
the war, and | wish to return and die in my
home."

Mohammad Ali Abdullah, the head of a family
living in the camp, faces equally serious
challenges, as his disabled children require
special treatments and medications that are
difficult to secure. He said, "The situation here
is very exhausting. | can't even afford to buy
medicine or diapers for my disabled children."

Deterioration Following the Withdrawal of
Humanitarian Organizations

The health situation witnessed a significant
deterioration after the World Health
Organization withdrew from the camps in
April 2023, directly affecting the availability of
essential treatments for children and patients,
particularly those suffering from malnutrition
and chronic diseases. Dlawer Mohammed Alj,
a healthcare worker in the camp, explained
that the withdrawal of the organization
exacerbated the suffering of the patients. He
said, "We have 27 cancer cases struggling to
access treatment, as they are treated at their
own expense. The health situation in the
camps is very difficult, and the costs are
extremely high."

Despite attempts by some humanitarian
organizations like the Kurdish Red Crescent
and NRC to provide assistance, these efforts
are limited and fail to meet the increasing
needs of patients who require ongoing
treatment.
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Patients' Testimonies: Stories of Suffering
and Struggle

This report presents tragic testimonies from
inside the camps, such as the case of Berivan,
who was suffering from cervical cancer and
underwent multiple surgeries with no
improvement in her health condition. Her
mother, Aysha Al-Khateeb, spoke of her
daughter's suffering until her death while this
study was being prepared: "My daughter
needed constant care, but she received no
support. She lost her life while we waited for
help that never came."

Another case is that of Ibtehal Ahmed, who
lives with her mother, who suffers from
kidney failure. She emphasized the absence of
healthcare services in the camp, stating,
"There isn't even first aid in the camp. We live
under harsh conditions, the tents don't protect
us from the heat or the cold, and assistance is
nonexistent.”

Human Rights Violations: Denial of
Healthcare and Marginalization

Based on legal analysis, patients with terminal
illnesses in the camps are subjected to several
human rights violations, most notably the
denial of appropriate healthcare and failure to
provide medical services. According to the
International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, every human being has
the right to the highest attainable standard of
health, a right denied to cancer patients in the
camps. Furthermore, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
emphasizes "the right to life," which is
continuously violated when patients are
denied treatment, putting their lives at risk.

Recommendations:

To alleviate the suffering of cancer patients

and the forcibly displaced persons in Sere

Kaniyeh and Washokani camps, the Dar

Association ~ for  Victims of  Forced

Displacement (DAR) offers several

recommendations to local authorities and

international organizations, including:

® Improving access to healthcare by
establishing specialized medical centers
within the camps and ensuring free
transportation of patients to advanced
hospitals.

® Providing essential medications and
treatments for cancer patients and
ensuring the sustainability of these
services through collaboration between
local authorities and humanitarian
organizations.

® |mproving living conditions in the camps
by providing clean water and appropriate
sanitation services, in addition to
enhancing housing to offer better
protection against harsh  weather
conditions.

® Strengthening psychological and social
support for patients and their families by
creating specialized psychological support
programs to assist the affected
individuals and their families.
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Y
zation's health support de angeing presence of severe medical conditions

se camps, along with hundreds of other chronic illnesses such as heart
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n on raw ne providing essential health services to
the camp residents, whc heavily rely on your support to manage their deteriorating health conditions.

isplaced and forcibly displaced persons in conflict zones and hope that you wil reconsider
need of care.

Dar As: for the Victims of Forced Displacement
Contact Information:
Muhyedin Isso

CEO Dar Assodiation for the Victims of Forced Displacement
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