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Concept of Musical Dichotomy and Its Manifestations in 20th- and 21st-Century Music
Abstract: 
Many musical compositions created in various ages are based on the concepts of dichotomy. They can symbolize both opposition, and interaction between the past and the present, the real and the surreal, etc. There are many distinguished examples of a such dichotomy, for example the Unfinished Symphony by Franz Schubert, Violin concerto by Alban Berg, Sarabande from the Collage on B-A-C-H by Arvo Pärt, Légende de la femme emmurée by the Latvian composer Ēriks Ešenvalds, a.o. This presentation offers a historical overview of the most characteristic concepts of dichotomy in the 20th-21st century music and tries to systematize them. Oppositions of specific musical parameters, such as harmony (for example, tonal – post-tonal; classical chords – clusters), timbre (for example, classical singing – ethnic vocal styles), also will be analyzed in depth. 
Discussion of this topic can stimulate new discoveries in the semantic possibilities of music of the 20th/21st centuries, as well as serve as an impetus for a more comprehensive study of dichotomy in contemporary art in general.
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