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Dr Sutter received his medical and public health education and training in both Switzerland (Zurich University) and the United States (Tulane University). From 1980 to 1987, he worked as Regional Medical Officer for the International Organization for Migration (IOM) coordinating IOM´s health and medical support for refugees in South-East Asia (primarily "boat people"). This experience directed him into a public health career. From 1987 to 2002, Dr Sutter worked for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, focusing on the epidemiology of vaccine-preventable diseases, and especially on polio eradication. His last position at CDC was Chief, Polio Eradication Branch, the organizational home for the polio eradication activities at CDC. In 2002, Dr. Sutter was assigned to the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland. His last position at WHO was Coordinator of Research, Policy, and Containment (RPC) for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), focusing on research and product development affecting the pre- and post- polio eradication era. Dr Sutter led the development of several new polio vaccines, including mOPV1, mOPV2, mOPV3, bOPV, and promoted Sabin-IPV. He has published extensively on polio, diphtheria, and tetanus, including >200 publications in peer-reviewed journals, >30 book chapters, and numerous reports in CDC's Mortality Morbidity Weekly Report (MMWR) and WHO's Weekly Epidemiologic Record (WER). 

Dr Sutter, as part of the Polio Eradication Department management team from 2002 to 2019, was responsible for policy development, including the withdrawal (i.e., Switch) of Sabin poliovirus type 2 from oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV2). In addition, Dr Sutter supervised the related WHO secretariats supporting the technical advisory groups (i.e., SAGE Polio Working Group, Polio Research Committee, Containment Advisory Group, and Sabin IPV Advisory Group). 

Dr Sutter retired at the end of 2019 and has been consulting on COVID-19 and polio eradication-related issues.

