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Abstract 

Ecofeminism has emerged as one of the most influential interdisciplinary frameworks for 

understanding the interconnected structures of ecological degradation and gender oppression. By 

linking environmental exploitation with patriarchal systems of domination, ecofeminism offers a 

critical lens to examine how power operates across both human and non-human domains. This 

research paper investigates the manifestation of ecofeminist thought in modern Indian literature, 

situating literary texts within broader socio-political, cultural, and ecological contexts. Drawing upon 

the theoretical contributions of Vandana Shiva, Maria Mies, Val Plumwood, and Karen J. Warren, this 

study examines how Indian writers articulate the relationship between gender, environment, and 

power structures shaped by colonial and postcolonial histories. 

Through detailed textual analysis of works by Arundhati Roy, Kamala Markandaya, Anita Desai, and 

Kavery Nambisan, the paper demonstrates how narratives foreground ecological crises alongside the 

marginalization of women and subaltern communities. It argues that modern Indian literature not only 

critiques the destructive consequences of capitalist development and environmental exploitation but 

also reimagines alternative modes of coexistence rooted in sustainability, care, and indigenous 

epistemologies. By integrating ecofeminist and postcolonial perspectives, this study underscores the 

role of literature as a site of resistance and ethical reconfiguration in an era of global ecological crisis. 
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Introduction 

Locating Ecofeminism in Indian Literary Discourse 

The contemporary world is witnessing an unprecedented ecological crisis marked by climate change, 

biodiversity loss, and environmental degradation. These crises are not merely scientific or 

environmental issues but are deeply embedded in socio-political structures that perpetuate inequality 

and exploitation. Ecofeminism emerges as a critical framework that interrogates these structures by 

linking the domination of nature with the oppression of women. 

The conceptual foundation of ecofeminism rests on the recognition that patriarchal ideologies 

construct hierarchical binaries—such as man/woman, culture/nature, and reason/emotion—that 

justify domination. These binaries not only marginalize women but also legitimize the exploitation 

of the natural world. In this context, ecofeminism seeks to dismantle such dualisms and propose more 

egalitarian and sustainable modes of existence. 

Modern Indian literature provides a fertile ground for exploring ecofeminist concerns. The 

intersection of colonial history, postcolonial development, and socio-economic disparities creates a 

complex landscape in which issues of gender and environment are deeply intertwined. Literary texts 

often reflect the lived realities of marginalized communities, particularly women, who are 

disproportionately affected by ecological degradation. 

This paper argues that ecofeminism in modern Indian literature functions as both a critique of 

dominant paradigms and a site of resistance. By analyzing selected literary works, the study 

demonstrates how Indian writers engage with ecofeminist themes to challenge systems of domination 

and envision alternative futures. 

http://www.rmsgpublication.in/


www.rmsgpublication.in    © 2025 RMSG PUBLICATION | Volume 1, Issue 5 April, 2026 | ISSN: 3049-4109 

RMSG (Rashtrakavi Maithili Sharan Gupt) PUBLICATION         

ISSN:3049-4109 
      INTERNATIONAL DOUBLE-PEER-REVIEWED MULTIDISCIPLINARY E-RESEARCH JOURNAL 

 

RMSG PUBLICATION 3049-4109                     INTERNATIONAL DOUBLE-PEER-REVIEWED MULTIDISCIPLINARY  E- RESEARCH JOURNAL

    P a g e  3 | 7 

 

Literature Review: Mapping Ecofeminist Thought 

Ecofeminism, as a theoretical and activist movement, has undergone significant evolution since its 

inception in the 1970s. The term was first introduced by Françoise d’Eaubonne, who called for a 

feminist ecological revolution to address environmental crises. Since then, ecofeminism has 

diversified into multiple strands, including cultural, social, and materialist ecofeminism.  

Scholars such as Karen J. Warren have emphasized the philosophical dimensions of ecofeminism, 

particularly the “logic of domination” that underpins both sexism and environmental exploitation. 

Warren argues that oppressive conceptual frameworks rely on hierarchical thinking that legitimizes 

subordination. 

Similarly, Val Plumwood critiques dualistic thinking and advocates for an ecological ethic that 

recognizes the interdependence of all life forms. Her work challenges anthropocentrism and calls for 

a reconfiguration of human-nature relationships. 

In the Indian context, Vandana Shiva and Maria Mies have been instrumental in developing a 

postcolonial ecofeminist framework. Their collaborative work highlights the impact of globalization 

and capitalist development on ecological systems and women’s livelihoods. 

Indian environmental historians like Ramachandra Guha and Madhav Gadgil provide important 

contextual insights into ecological movements, though their work is not explicitly ecofeminist.  

Recent literary criticism has increasingly engaged with ecofeminist readings of Indian texts. 

However, much of this scholarship remains fragmented, focusing on individual authors or texts. This 

paper seeks to bridge this gap by offering a comprehensive analysis that integrates theoretical and 

literary perspectives. 

Theoretical Framework and Methodology 

http://www.rmsgpublication.in/


www.rmsgpublication.in    © 2025 RMSG PUBLICATION | Volume 1, Issue 5 April, 2026 | ISSN: 3049-4109 

RMSG (Rashtrakavi Maithili Sharan Gupt) PUBLICATION         

ISSN:3049-4109 
      INTERNATIONAL DOUBLE-PEER-REVIEWED MULTIDISCIPLINARY E-RESEARCH JOURNAL 

 

RMSG PUBLICATION 3049-4109                     INTERNATIONAL DOUBLE-PEER-REVIEWED MULTIDISCIPLINARY  E- RESEARCH JOURNAL

    P a g e  4 | 7 

 

This study adopts an interdisciplinary approach that combines ecofeminist and postcolonial 

theoretical frameworks. Ecofeminism provides the primary lens for analyzing the relationship 

between gender and environment, while postcolonial theory contextualizes these issues within 

historical and geopolitical dynamics. 

Ecofeminist Framework 

Ecofeminism critiques the interconnected systems of domination that exploit both women and nature. 

According to Karen J. Warren, these systems are sustained by a logic of domination that justifies 

hierarchical relationships. 

Postcolonial Framework 

Postcolonial theory examines the legacy of colonialism in shaping contemporary socio-economic and 

environmental conditions. It highlights issues such as resource extraction, displacement, and cultural 

marginalization. 

Methodology 

The research employs: 

• Close textual analysis 

• Comparative literary analysis 

• Theoretical interpretation 

• Contextual socio-political analysis 

This multi-layered methodology enables a nuanced understanding of ecofeminist themes in Indian 

literature. 

 Ecofeminism in Indian Cultural and Historical Context 
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Ecofeminist thought in India is deeply rooted in cultural traditions that emphasize the 

interconnectedness of humans and nature. The conceptualization of nature as feminine is evident in 

religious and cultural practices, where rivers, forests, and the earth are personified as goddesses. 

The Chipko Movement serves as a powerful example of ecofeminist praxis. Women’s active 

participation in protecting forests highlights their role as custodians of ecological balance.  

Unlike Western ecofeminism, Indian ecofeminism is grounded in material realities. It focuses on 

issues such as subsistence, livelihood, and community survival. This distinction underscores the 

importance of contextualizing ecofeminist theory within specific cultural and historical settings. 

Detailed Textual Analysis 

Kamala Markandaya: Ecology, Poverty, and Gender 

In Nectar in a Sieve, Kamala Markandaya presents a powerful narrative of agrarian life disrupted by 

industrialization. The protagonist Rukmani’s life is intimately connected to the land, which serves as 

both a source of sustenance and identity. 

The arrival of a tannery symbolizes the intrusion of capitalist development, leading to environmental 

degradation and social upheaval. Women, in particular, bear the burden of these changes, as they are 

responsible for maintaining household and agricultural stability. 

Arundhati Roy: Ecology and Political Resistance 

Arundhati Roy’s works exemplify ecofeminist resistance. In The God of Small Things, the polluted 

river becomes a metaphor for ecological and social decay. 

Roy’s critique of large-scale development projects highlights the displacement of marginalized 

communities, particularly women. Her writing underscores the need for alternative development 

models that prioritize ecological sustainability. 
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Anita Desai: Psychological and Environmental Intersections 

Anita Desai explores the psychological dimensions of ecofeminism. In Fire on the Mountain, the 

natural landscape mirrors the protagonist’s inner emotional state, suggesting a deep interconnection 

between human and ecological well-being. 

Kavery Nambisan: Rural Transformation and Ecological Crisis 

In A Town Like Ours, Kavery Nambisan examines the impact of modernization on rural communities. 

The novel critiques the commodification of land and the erosion of traditional ecological knowledge. 

Ecofeminism and Postcolonial Critique 

Ecofeminism in Indian literature intersects with postcolonial concerns, particularly regarding 

resource exploitation and environmental injustice. Colonial histories continue to shape contemporary 

ecological challenges. 

Contemporary Relevance and Future Directions 

Ecofeminism remains highly relevant in addressing global environmental challenges. Indian literature 

continues to engage with issues such as climate change and sustainability. 

Conclusion 

Ecofeminism in modern Indian literature provides a critical framework for understanding the 

interconnectedness of gender and environmental issues. Through rich narratives, Indian writers 

challenge systems of domination and envision sustainable futures. 

 

 

 

http://www.rmsgpublication.in/


www.rmsgpublication.in    © 2025 RMSG PUBLICATION | Volume 1, Issue 5 April, 2026 | ISSN: 3049-4109 

RMSG (Rashtrakavi Maithili Sharan Gupt) PUBLICATION         

ISSN:3049-4109 
      INTERNATIONAL DOUBLE-PEER-REVIEWED MULTIDISCIPLINARY E-RESEARCH JOURNAL 

 

RMSG PUBLICATION 3049-4109                     INTERNATIONAL DOUBLE-PEER-REVIEWED MULTIDISCIPLINARY  E- RESEARCH JOURNAL

    P a g e  7 | 7 

 

Works Cited 

Desai, Anita. Fire on the Mountain. Vintage, 1999. 

Gadgil, Madhav, and Ramachandra Guha. This Fissured Land. Oxford UP, 1992. 

Markandaya, Kamala Markandaya. Nectar in a Sieve. Penguin, 2009. 

Mies, Maria Mies, and Vandana Shiva. Ecofeminism. Zed Books, 1993. 

Nambisan, Kavery Nambisan. A Town Like Ours. Penguin, 2014. 

Plumwood, Val Plumwood. Feminism and the Mastery of Nature. Routledge, 1993. 

Roy, Arundhati Roy. The God of Small Things. Penguin, 1997. 

Shiva, Vandana Shiva. Staying Alive. Zed Books, 1988. 

Warren, Karen J. Warren. Ecofeminist Philosophy. Rowman & Littlefield, 2000. 

 

http://www.rmsgpublication.in/

