Village of Martin
Regular Meeting
March 9th, 2026

The Martin Village Council met for its regular meeting on March 9th, 2026 at the Martin Village Office, 1609 North Main Street, Martin, Michigan.

Call to Order and Pledge to Flag:  President Brinkhuis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag was recited.

Roll Call:  Members present:  Brinkhuis, Kelsey, Taylor, Smith, Martin, Visser, J. Brinkhuis, Virtual:  None, Absent: None  

Approval of Minutes:   Motion made by Member J. Brinkhuis and supported by Member Martin to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of February 9th, 2026, as presented.  Motion carried.

Recognition of Visitors:      Visitors present were:  Chris Michiela, Allegan County Drain Commissioner. President Brinkhuis asked each visitor to state their purpose for attending and to discuss any issues they had for the Council to consider.  Chris Michiela shared with the council the upcoming work on the Gun River Intercounty drain to remove debris.  He also shared a map of all the drains in our village area.

 Approval of Agenda:   Clerk Taylor presented the agenda.  Motion made by Member Smith      and supported by Member J. Brinkhuis to approve the agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

Communications:  Member J. Brinkhuis reviewed the following received correspondence:             

1. Martin Township open house for park on March 16, 2026.

Financial Items:

1.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Kelsey gave her report, reporting that all bills were paid.  Motion made by Member Martin and supported by Member Taylor to approve the reports for February as submitted.  Motion carried.  

2. Payment of Bills:  The bills were reviewed by Clerk Taylor. Motion made by Member Martin and supported by Member J. Brinkhuis to pay the bills and any forthcoming bills.  Motion carried.   


Department Updates/Reports:

1.  Public Safety:  Officer Klein sent his monthly report.  Member Martin reported that we have had officers in the area taking care of driving issues including assisting with those that do not clean off their windshields properly for safe driving.  Officer Klein was present when Mike Keene returned the village’s property since his termination.  

2. Public Works/Streets:   Member Martin reported that he and DPW Buchino replaced a warn seal that was at the bottom of the overhead door at the water tower.  Also, that the shop cameras have all been installed and are working well and that there is 7 days of 24-hour video, with 8 camera angles.  Member Martin reported that the water heater in the DPW barn was inspected and needed a new Anode and element as they were both worn out and have now been replaced and is back in working order.  Member Martin also reported that after researching on the new white village truck due to the GVWR, anyone that drives it will need a chauffeur’s license.  Member Martin reported that Ed at Ed’s Truck recommended that the village use an undercoating program for all the Village vehicles and that he will have a quote at the April meeting for having all 3 trucks done and then we would need to do this annually.  Member Martin reported that streets have been being maintained during snow storms of February, thanks to Dion and Gary.  Member Martin reported that he, Jen and Gary had a meeting with Lori with PCI on reviewing the villages ordinances.  Member Martin also reported that the Dirty Donut Bike Race will be happening again on June 20th, 2026.  Also, he has ordered 12 more bags of road patch that has worked out well this year to have available to fill pot holes.  Also, Member Martin did inventory on the flags for this year and we should only need a few, he also asked the board for any ideas for new banners in front of the Memorial Park.  Also, Member Martin reported that we need to consider an upcoming municipal cut for the trees in the village and to be aware of any that may be a safety risk and to report that to him.

3. Sewer/Water:  Member Martin reported that all of our generators have been serviced and a small radiator leak was found on the mobile unit, which will be located and repaired if repairable and work with Cummins to negotiate another 5-year contract.  DPW Buchino has been working with Luke on reading water gauges at the wellhouse and Member Martin has also had DPW Buchino shadowing Luke for repairs and reading of meters that fail to read. DPW will be working with Luke to replace the meter at the school that was destroyed during construction.

4. Finance:   Truth in Taxation & Budget Resolution:  Agreement on the Headlee Override (Truth in Taxation) occurred at the Public Hearing during the regular meeting.  Clerk Taylor presented Budget Resolution 2026-3-1 for General Appropriation Act for 2026-2027.  Motion made by Member Taylor and supported by Member Visser, to accept Resolution 2026-3-1.  Roll call vote: Ayes:  G. Brinkhuis, Kelsey, Visser, Smith, Martin, J. Brinkhuis, Taylor.  Nays:  None.  Resolution declared adopted.

5. Ordinance and Policy:  No Report

6. Civic Affairs:    No report. 

7. Five Year Planning:   No report.

8. County Commissioner:   Gale Dugan was present, and reported on several meetings.  He also had an invite to Safe Harbor Gala that is April 23, 2026.  

Old Business:   Village office roof:  Member Martin reported on the estimates that were given by B&E Builders and Property Revolutions and what each bid would supply for the new roof.  Motion made by Member Kelsey and supported by Member Taylor to accept the Property Revolution bid of $10,083.79 for shingles that will be taken care of by insurance except our $500 copay.  Motion carried.

New Business:   Yearly Hourly employee wage increase:  Member Taylor went over the yearly cost of living increase that will take effect April 1st, 2026.  Motion was made by Member Martin and supported by Member Taylor to increase the Office/Secretary position to a more comparable wage of $25 per hour.  President Brinkhuis and Member J. Brinkhuis abstained from voting.  Motion carried.  Member Martin and President Brinkhuis will be having an evaluation meeting with DPW Buchino and will bring the Council a raise proposal after that meeting.  Motion was made by Member Taylor and supported by Member Kelsey, to give the hourly employees including Crossing guard, Water employees and those that fill in as needed, a $1/hour increase beginning April 1st.  Motion carried. 

Recent Community Deaths:  The following names were submitted:   Helen Darlene Rac. Patricia Fenton, Max Leroy Shook, and Bruce D. Culver
Adjournment:  Motion made by Member Taylor and supported by Member Martin to adjourn the meeting at 8:35p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, April Taylor, Clerk 
