Village of Martin
Regular Meeting
January 12th, 2026

The Martin Village Council met for its regular meeting on January 12th, 2026 at the Martin Village Office, 1609 North Main Street, Martin, Michigan.

Call to Order and Pledge to Flag:  President Brinkhuis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag was recited.

Roll Call:  Members present:  Brinkhuis, Kelsey, Taylor, Smith, Martin, Visser,Virtual:  None, Absent: J. Brinkhuis 

Approval of Minutes:   Motion made by Member Kelsey and supported by Member Visser to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of December 8th, 2025, as presented or with corrections.  Motion carried.

Recognition of Visitors:      Visitors present were:  Darcy Doezema. President Brinkhuis asked each visitor to state their purpose for attending and to discuss any issues they had for the Council to consider.  Darcy Doezema, presented the Village Council with a Memorial plaque in honor of Don Flowers to be displayed in the Village Office.

 Approval of Agenda:   Clerk Taylor presented the agenda.  Motion made by Member Martin      and supported by Member Kelsey to approve the agenda with additions.  Motion carried.

Communications:  Clerk Taylor reviewed the following received correspondence:  None

Financial Items:

1.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Kelsey gave her report, reporting that all bills were paid.  Motion made by Member Martin and supported by Member Taylor to approve the reports for December as submitted.  Motion carried.  

2. Payment of Bills:  The bills were reviewed by Clerk Taylor. Motion made by Member Kelsey and supported by Member Smith to pay the bills and any forthcoming bills.  Motion carried.   


Department Updates/Reports:

1.  Public Safety:  Member Martin reported that Officer Klein sent his monthly report.



2. Public Works/Streets:     Member Martin reported that plowing season is going well.  We have unfortunately had some mailboxes come down; some have been due to rotting of the posts they have all been fixed or temporarily repaired.  The snow blower has had some repairs and now has shoes that leave an inch of snow on the sidewalk for traction.  Member Martin also reported that with the temperature fluctuation DPW Buchino is making sure gutters are cleaned to keep the water flowing to reduce ponding.  In December the council members agreed to buy a hitch salter that is portable for when there is freezing without much notice.  With the new curbs at the crosswalk there has been snow piling in front of the button and needs to be shoveled by hand, we will evaluate in the spring for a solution.  

3. Sewer/Water:  Member Martin reported that the school had a sewer smell after winter break, but now has been resolved.  Member Martin also reported that DPW Buchino is training with Luke on reading water meters.

4. Finance:   No Report

5. Ordinance and Policy:  Motion made by Member Taylor and supported by Member Martin, to adopt the new Employee Handbook.  Roll call vote: Ayes:  Brinkhuis, Kelsey, Visser, Smith, Martin, Taylor.  Nays: None.  Absent: J. Brinkhuis. New Handbook declared adopted.  

6. Civic Affairs:  President Brinkhuis suggested that we start gathering ideas for the Memorial Day Parade due to it being the 250th Anniversary of the United States.

7. Five Year Planning:   No report.

8. County Commissioner:   Gale Dugan was present, and reported on multiple meetings.  Commissioner Dugan also shared a nice Poem in memory of lost Fireman.

FIREMANS PRAYER
When I am called to duty, God wherever flames may rage. 
Give me strength to save life whatever be its age.
Help me embrace a little child before its too late or save an 
older person from the horror of that fate.
Enable me to be alert and to hear the weakest shout and quickly 
And effectively put the fire out.
I want to fill my calling and to give the best in me to guard my every
Neighbor and protect his property and if according to your will I 
Have to lose my life, 
Please bless with your protecting hands my children and my wife.
Amen


Old Business:   

New Business:   Member Martin brought to the council members Street Commissioner and Deputy Clerk pay increase to evaluate before budget.
 

Recent Community Deaths:  The following names were submitted:   Jan Helder, Phyllis Tuinstra, and Chris Curry.
Adjournment:  Motion made by Member Taylor and supported by Member Smith to adjourn the meeting at 8p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, April Taylor, Clerk 
