Village of Martin
Regular Meeting
December 08, 2025

The Martin Village Council met for its regular meeting on December 08, 2025 at the Martin Village Office, 1609 North Main Street, Martin, Michigan.

Call to Order and Pledge to Flag:  President Brinkhuis called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag was recited.

Roll Call:  Members present:  Brinkhuis, Kelsey, Smith, Martin, Visser, J. Brinkhuis, Virtual:  None, Absent: Taylor 

Approval of Minutes:   Motion made by Member Martin and supported by Member Kelsey to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of November 10, 2025, and closed meeting of November 10, 2025 as presented or with corrections.  Motion carried.

Recognition of Visitors:   Erin Gueschwendt from Bauckham, Thall, Seeber, Kaufman & Koches PC. She represents the Village for their attorney and was present to listen to Village board meeting and answer any questions board members may have.   

 Approval of Agenda:   Member J. Brinkhuis presented the agenda.  Motion made by Member Martin and supported by Member Kelsey to approve the agenda with additions/as presented.  Motion carried.

Communications:  Member Brinkhuis reviewed the following received correspondence: Christmas Cards from PCI, Michigan Gas, and Allegan County Drain Commission.

Financial Items:

1.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Kelsey gave her report, reporting that all bills were paid.  Motion made by Member Smith and supported by Member Martin to approve the reports for November as submitted.  Motion carried.  

2. Payment of Bills:  The bills were reviewed by Member Brinkhuis. Motion made by Member Martin and supported by Member J. Brinkhuis to pay the bills and any forthcoming bills.  Motion carried.   


Department Updates/Reports:

1.  Public Safety:  Office Klein sent over his monthly report. Member Martin reported that we are still getting several stops in town. Officer Klein recommended doing a refresher with our DPW about rolling stops with our salter and wearing seatbelts. Member Martin is going to discuss this with our DPW staff. We sent in our John Deere Mower in for repair but because of the parts and labor difficulty we ran into, we haven’t gotten it back yet. Hopefully we will have it back this week Wednesday and then we can clean the sidewalks.     



2. Public Works/Streets:  Member Martin reported that they have trained Dion on equipment with President Brinkhuis, and Dale Doezema assisting Dion and DPW Supervisor/Member Martin.  Allegan County Road Commission will be our emergency backup if any of our equipment fails. Member Martin reported that due to the amount of snow we have had and the rain that is predicted, he instructed DPW Dion to clear the snow from all the storm drains to reduce the chance of ponding on the roads. Member Martin reported that he had a meeting with DPW Mike Keene to discuss him coming back to work after the incident between the two DPW staff Mike and Dion. Discussed the general employment policy. The village attorney Erin spoke in regards to legal advice for any questions the board members had.



3. Sewer/Water: Member Martin reported that the battery on our portable generator had     failed. Installed new battery and is running fine now. Going to start running once a month to make sure it is running proficient. Member Martin reported that they cleaned the North Lift station due to finding a buildup of grease when doing an inspection.  

4. Finance: None  

5. Ordinance and Policy:  Second reading of New Handbook Policy

6. Civic Affairs:   President Brinkhuis reported the parade took place on 12/6/25 and it went good with lots of kids and Santa at the Fire Hall. 

7. Five Year Planning:   No report.

8. County Commissioner:   Gale Dugan was present and report on three meetings.


Old Business:  None 

New Business:   President Brinkhuis reported that they are still looking for a pick-up truck for the Village. They have not found anything suitable for the Village needs yet. 
 

Recent Community Deaths:  The following names were submitted: Norma Davis and Sharon Shoemaker.   
Adjournment:  Motion made by Member Martin and supported by Member Kelsey to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 p.m.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, Jen Brinkhuis, Deputy Clerk/Trustee 

