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From The Editor: Edward W. Ejk

Sports and autograph collecting have been connected since the beginning
of competitive athletic events as spectators desired to being back a
memory of these events.

Traditionally sports autographs were obtained on slips of paper, programs,
sports cards, photos, equipment and more. It is only recently that these
autographs have been collected on postal history covers such as
First Day Covers and Event Covers. These items are relatively scarce by
comparison to autographed sports cards, for example with several thousand
autographed cards of an athlete extisting for every one cover.

Combining stamps and sports autographs on a cover makes for an interesting
cross collectible that can be created to reflect a particular event such as a
team or individual championship or a record setting performance.

There are a number of ways that one may start such a collection, the best being
personal contact with the athlete thus ensuring that the autograph is genuine
as well as creating a lasting memory of that personal interaction with them.

Sporting events are the most popular place to attempt to obtain autographs and
you must be prepared not only with an item to be autographed but with an
understanding of the most opportune area to meet the athlete and secure the
prized goal while competing with a number of other autograph seekers.

Other alternatives to obtaining autographs at sporting events are to attend
collectible shows where for a fee you can meet and have the athlete sign
your item. You will still have to deal with lines of people who also want
that athlete's signature and you will not be allowed much time to spend with
that person as the show promoters want to move things along as they
are paying the athlete for a relatively short signing period and they want to
maximize the amount of autographs that they can sell for that time period.

So while you have to pay for the autograph and will not have a great deal
of time to communicate with them, at least you will have had the opportunity
to meet them in person and obtain a genuine signature from them.
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Another source for acquiring autographs is to contact the athlete by mail
using their home, business or team's address. These addresses may be obtained
through publications and fee based websites or , if it is a team address, by
going to that teams website directly.

The advantage of this method of collecting is that it is inexpensive and
can be done from your home. There are a few disadvantages inherent with this
method including a potentially long waiting period for the signature to get sent

to you or not receiving it at all due to the athlete's change of address, or that

the person simply is not signing any longer. Some celebrities use preprinted

or rubber stamp signatures on your requested items and others may charge a
signing fee based on the item that you might want signed.

The biggest disadvantage is not really knowing that the signature is authentic.

Which bring us to an additional way of obtaining such items, and that is by
purchasing them from a reliable, experienced autograph dealer who will
provide you with a Certificate of Authenticity (C.O.A.) for the item that
you purchase. This C.0.A. Should have a description of the item, the
company's business address and a signature of the individual doing the
certification. While you will pay more for the item this way, you can be
assured that you are receiving an authentic autograph.

During our presentation at the TSC March meeting we will discuss the
ways to authenticate signatures to allow you to become a more aware and
proficient autograph collector.

I have been dealing in and authenticating signatures for over forty years
through my experiences in entertainment and sports; having played professional
basketball in Turkey and professional soccer in the U.S. prior to which
I owned and operated five dance studios in New Jersey and NYC in addition
to performing in nightclubs in N.J., N.Y. & Pa. and one Broadway play
“Hello Dolly!” with Carol Channing.

After moving to Florida, I produced and hosted a Cable Ace Award winning TV
show “Tampa Bay Now!” for ten years interviewing some of my favorite athletes
and entertainers that I had the privilege of working with over the years.
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OFFICIAL SCOREBOOK MAGAZINE

$1.50










