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LA MORENETA--PATRON SAINT OF CATALONIA

OME time ago I was the recipient
S of a set of stamps from Spain,

issued in 1931, and known as the
Montserrat issue. A letter was en-
closed asking if I would dig up a lit-
tle information relative to the various
scenes depicted. At the time I was
feeling rather low, and hence, the
request was not complied with.

A week later I ran across an old
schoolmate in town. I invited him
home for dinner and a chat. He had
changed, radically, since our last
meeting. From a meek, placid youth,
he had changed to a boisterous ad-
venturer. He had been in all parts of
the world, seen things that were
hardly known outside their particular
limits —in other
words, he deemed
this a far better
education than
dry text-books.

During the
course of the
evening I asked if
he had been in
Barcelona.

“Why, yes,” he
replied. “And to
a very interesting
place just out-
side there, called Montserrat . .

Of course at such information I
became quite interested.

“Well,” I said, “that’s an odd co-
incidence. A friend of mine recently
asked me for some enlightenment on
the various things connected with
Montserrat, but I have found very
little of interest. Perhaps you, as an
eyewitness, can give me a better idea
of the place.”

“T don’t know whether I can or not,
but if it will be of any use to you I'll
tell you what I saw.

“From Barcelona, where I was stay-
ing, to Mt. Serrat, there’s a 35 or 40
mile ride, either by way of auto or
railroad. I decided to go by rail, for
reasons of my own.

“As we got up speed, the train be-
gan to sway, restless like, and the
scenery changed gradually from nice
green fields to dusty cactii and date

»
.

palms, and then to rocky and irreg-

Two Views of the Black Virgin

BY TED PLATT

ular hills and valleys. When the
brakes were slowly applied, I shoved
my head out the window to see the
reason, and as I did so, I caught a
momentary glimpse of Montserrat.
Then we stopped, and were informed
that we had to change to the rack-
and-pinion railway.

“I was amazed when told that we
had still five miles to go. But mak-
ing myself as comfortable as possible
in my new compartment, we chugged
off. As we began our ascent the tiny
locomotive tilted so that its boiler
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would remain level on the steep
grades. As I was wondering how it
was possible to scale these steep,
smooth walls, we entered a tunnel and
emerged at the very gate of the Mon-
astery, some 3,000 feet above the sea.

“After alighting, I stood about and
looked. Disregarding the shouting
porters, I wandered toward the Mon-
astery. I was not alone, for many of
the people, who had been on the same
train as I, were walking in the same
direction.

“At length I arrived at an office
where a priest took my name and
place of residence. His next words
were astonishing. He informed me
that I might stay for three days with-
out charge! Forthwith, he assigned
me my room and gave me an armful
of linen. A lay brother directed me
to my room and then left.

“T looked out of the window and
saw in the courtyard below a steady

stream of what I took for devotees
making their way to worship. I look-
ed at my watch and noted that it
was a few minutes to ten; this must
be the 10 o’clock Mass then, I thought.
So I decided to join in and see what
would happen.

“Finally I reached a shrine where
everyone seemed to be going. As
usual, the interior was bleak and be-
reft of any decoration, save that of
the altar. This, on the other hand,
was very showy with its jewels, its
silver plate, and its bright vestments.
All eyes seemed to be directed to a
small stage slightly above the altar;
so I watched and waited.

“As the chanting grew louder the
curtains on the
small stage were
drawn apart. If
you can imagine
leaving a room
brilliantly lighted
and entering a
dark cavern and
seeing piles of
jewels reflecting
a concealed beam,
you may get a
slight idea of
the dazzlement of
those drawn curtains. I was stunned.
The white raiments and the light
background emphasized the very dark
hands and face by revealing them
with an Ethiopian brilliance. For a
silent moment I gazed and then the
curtains dropped; for only so long is
the image exposed.

“On leaving, I went to a shop I
had noticed when arriving, containing
books and papers in the windows. I
went in and discovered a booklet en-
titled, “La Moreneta,” as the Black
Virgin is called. I paid the shopkeeper
and returned to the Monastery, very
eager to understand this statue.

“Upon reading I found that St.
Luke had carved the image and that
St. Peter had brought it to Barcelona
some time in 50 A. D. But when the
Moors invaded Spain it was hidden by
Christian Monks in one of the caves
of Montserrat near the present loca-
tion of the Monasterv. A while later

Mt. Serrat
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Latest Canada, Mint

3c Cartier, large pictorial, blk. 4__$ .18
10c Loyalist, pictorial, each —————- 13
The above to be issued July 1.
Coils, Medallion type, 1, 2, 3¢ pairs .18
Confederation, 1-12¢, 141-5 .32
Historical, 5, 12, 20c, 146-8 ——____ .50
Regina Grain Conf., 20 —————— .26
S. E. THACHER
279 Walton St., Fitchburg, Mass.

*New Zealand, 1915, 4d. —— $ .40
*Falkland Isl., 1921, 2%d. - 25
ADaiey, Akabls bl h e T e e e 15
*Jamaica, N. 403, 236d. ——___— .25
*Montserrat, 1923, 3d. - .20
*Cayman Isl, 1902, 14d. ___ .20
*Gilbert & Ellice Isl., 1911, 1 37
*Seychelles, 1921, 15¢ ______ 25

L, o, k. e
BERT DeGRUSH

24 Davis St., Glens Falls, N. Y.

Jil TURER A~ oo

68 141 157 163 229 237 247 262 268 278 310
79 144 158 166 230 238 248 265 270 280 311
85 148 160 227 232 239 253 266 275 308 620
86 151 162 228 231 240 254 267 276 309 625
Two cents each: 65 103 125 152 231 236 241
242 244 245 250 251 256 258 264 269 279 282
288 289 304 312 317 318 319 320 556 626.
Postage extra. Thousands of other varieties
at lc each. See previous ads for others. Ask
for lists and approvals.
316 Flatbush Ave.,

H- v- HASSELBAUM Brooklyn, N. Y.
25c Buys These

45 different stamps, including only Maps,
Ships and Pictorials together with Thrace No.
214, worth $1.50—ALL for 25c. Stamps ac-

cepted. -
COLLECTORS HANDBOOK SENT FREE
ELMER R. LONG

511 Seneca St., Harrisburg, Penna.

WISCONSIN & NATIONAL PARKS

FIRST DAY COVERS

Covers bearing bi-colored Rubber
Stamped Cachet, to be mailed from
cities of first day release.

WISCONSIN COVERS
Singlesta= oo i 15¢ each
Blocks of 4 __________ 25c each

NATIONAL PARKS COVERS

Singles, 1c, 2¢, 3¢, 4c, 5c values_15c each
(3¢ minimum postage used)

6c to 10c values ________ 10c over face

Blocks of 4, all values____10c over face

Full set of 10 covers (as issued)
Singles $1.50
Blocksvofids === =" - 3.00

THE WASHINGTON STAMP CLUB
OF THE AR

Radio Station WOL,
Hotel Annapolis, ‘Washington, D. C.

Albert F. Kunze — D. H. Davenport
Cover Directors.

Mint U. S. & Philippine Is.

Philippine Olympic (3 var.), 20c. 0O.B. Sure.
(11 var.), $1.20. Postage Due (7 var.), b5c.
Reg. Issue 10 var.), $1.00. Pictorial Set (4, 12,
20, 24, 32 centavo), 60c. Imperf. 1 peso, 70c.
2 pesos, $1.30. 4 peso, $2.50. 10 peso, $5.75.

Used No. 368, 40c. 369, 40c. Set, T0ec.

Mint U. S. 328, 20c. 329, 26c. 294, 13c.
537, 17c. 548, 8c. 549, 13c. 550, TOc. 628,
18c. 644, 14c. b559, lde. 561, 20c. 586, 1Tc.
587, 15e. 590, 18c. 591, 3be. 390, 5e. 409, be.
410, 4c. 441, 5e. 442, 45c. 443, TOc. 447, 60c.
448, 4c. 449, 13c. 452, 5e. 453, 26c. 457, 65c.
486, 2c. 487, 4c. 489, Te. 490, 2c. 491, 15ec.
493, Te. 495, 15c. 496, llc. 497, 25c.

KANSAS SETS—$1.30.
Cash with order.

WILLIAM WEINSTOCK
166 West 75 St., New York City

BLOCKS—$5.25.
Postage extra.

some shepherds heard music high in
the hills and, on investigating, dis-
covered the image.

“And despite efforts to move this
not quite life sized statue it would
not be taken from where it now
stands. So they built the Basilica to
protect it and erected the Monastery
to care for the many pilgrims who
climbed the mountain to worship. And
it seems a good omen for young
couples to come to Montserrat for
blessings.

“That is all I can tell you. I've lost
the book or otherwise you might glean
more from it than I. Oh, yes. There’s
one thing more that may interest you.
They have erected a garage for mod-
ern pilgrims and completed an aerial
approach to the gate of the Mon-
astery. This latter is somewhat like
an incline, only without the ground
under it. It goes almost straight up
and swings at a dizzy height.”

There is still one stamp to account
for. This one symbolizes the mountain
itself. Mt. Serrat is a remarkable
group of conglomerate rocks, consist-
ing of jagged pinnacles and spires
rising abruptly from the base and
cloven by numerous ravines bordered
by sheer vertical precipices. Its ap-
pearance would lead one to think it
had been ecut with a gigantic saw,
hence the outline of a saw above a
mountain peak.
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Cacheting Along

The New United States Post Office,
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, will be dedi-
cated on or after July 10, 1934, and a
special cachet will be sponsored by
the Junior Philatelic society. Send
63 size envelopes, ready to go, to
Malcolm F. Dickson, Cachet Director,
Junior Philatelic society, 410 Southern
Ave., Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

The George Washington Camp No.
1 of New Orleans, of the Patriotic
Order Sons of America, are sponsor-
ing a cachet for their Fourth of July
celebration at Shushan Airport. Mail
covers ready to go to G. S. Veith,
5224 Coliseum St., New Orleans, La.
Commemoratives on wrappers ap-
preciated and limit is ten covers.

Cachet for 100th anniversary of the
organization of Indian Territory.
Send covers to W. K. Cunningham,
917 N. Morton Ave., Okmulgee, Okla.
Commemoratives on wrappers ap-
preciated.

Inasmuch as Monroe’s air mail ser-
vice will continue in the next fifteen
or twenty days, Earle M. Tate, Box
338, Monroe, La., will handle covers
for a cachet for the first day flight
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under new contracts and flight num-
ber. Previous covers sent to Monroe
for first night flight will be sent and
carefully cacheted, as the first night
flight was never flown. Commemora-
tives on wrappers will be appreciated.

The Cincinnati Branch of the A.A.S.
is cooperating with the C. of C., of
Covington, Ky., in sponsoring a ca-
chet in connection with the 100th an-
niversary of the incorporation of Cov-
ington, to be celebrated on July 4.
Address covers in lower right-hand
corner in order to have room for the
cachet and address them to the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Pike and Madison,
Covington, Ky. Postage dues will be
refused and 1%c covers will not be
cacheted—must be first class or air
mail, only.

The San Jose Philatelic club and
the C. of C., are sponsoring a cachet
for the opening of the new post of-
fice, date uncertain, but it will be be-
tween July 2nd and 10th. Send covers
ready to go to Chamber of Commerce,
85 West Santa Clara St., San Jose,
Calif.

J. J. Mattes, 113 Cornelia St., Chi-
cago, Ill., will hold covers for events
in and around Chicago. Collectors
should specify type of covers inter-
ested in. (Two City Bulletin.)

Michael Sussman, 520 West 158th
St., New York City, will hold covers
sent him for the Macon, which did not
participate in the Fleet Review, for
some worthwhile event. (Two City
Bulletin.)

Scott Nixon, 128—=8th St., Augusta,
Ga., will be glad to mail covers for
the opening of the new CAM route
from Charleston, S. Car., to Fort
Worth and Dallas, which includes Au-
gusta. (Two City Bulletin.)

T. M. Holeomb of Southampton, Pa.,
advises that he has about fifty covers
received too late for his last Historical
cover and that these covers will be
released from Newtown, Pa., with
their cachets. (Two City Bulletin.)

Emil Thurman, 1866 Laharpe St.,
New Orleans, La., advises that col-
lectors still have time to send in cov-
ers for the first flight New Orleans
to Houston route. It will take place
in the next two weeks or so. (Two
City Bulletin.)

P. J. Ickeringill, Box 85, Edgewood,
R. I, will hold air mail covers for,
if and when Quonset Field Point is
dedicated for use of naval planes.
(Two City Bulletin.)

John D. Long, 3326 Fulton St., San
Francisco, Calif., will hold covers for
special events in the San Francisco
locality, only. (Two City Bulletin.)

WANTED--

We solicit personal offers from dealers, accumulators, and collectors.
E Write first.
Are you interested in a new plan for buying small quantities of good stamps at

cash is ready. No lot too large or small.
DEALERS:
low prices? If so, write for particulars.

W. J. ECKHARDT & CO.,

612 West 144 St.. New York. N. Y.

WHOLESALE LOTS AND

ACCUMULATIONS

If prices reasonable

AP



