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A THOUSAND NIGHTS OF TORTURE
|ROM a dank, vermin in-

fested South American
dungeon a modern Monte
Cristo turned up very
much alive the other day
in the restful lounge of
the dignified Phi Gamma
Delta Club in midtown

Manhattan. As 34-year-old, Ameri-
can-educated Juan Leguia recited the
harrowing experiences of a thousand
nights of torture in that medieval
Peruvian prison, history raced back
three centuries to the cruelties of the
Spanish Inquisition. His story all but
matches the ferocious tales of Pizar-
ro's terrifying treatment of the Incas.

Dressed modestly in a well-fitting
blue serge suit, this quiet man from
the past calmly unfolded the heart-
rending drama of three years of al-
most unbelievable suffering.

"It may sound fantastic, but I as-
sure you it is not," Leguia began. "I
endured three years of terrible tor-
ture, which, sitting here as we are,
you can hardly imagine. The Inquisi-
tion could have been no worse. I will
tell you what happened, without the
varnish."

THROWN IN PRISON WITH FATHER
In Prefacing his story Leguia told

that an army junta in 1930 seized
control of the government in Peru.
The first act of the revolutionists was
to toss the white-mustached, paternal
President Augusto B. Leguia and his
son into the Lima penitentiary, a dour
and forbidding relic of earlier violent
regimes.

They put us together into a narrow
cell. There was no decent ventilation.
No heat. No daylight. No toilet fa-
cilities. When I took a bath I bathed
like a horse. I stood up in the mid-
dle of the cell and poured a bucket
of cold water over my head and
shivered until it dried."

This scion of an ancient Spanish
family glanced at a portrait above
the paneled fireplace. Calvin Cool-
idge, who knew the rigors of a stern
New England beginning, looked down

„ unflinchingly.
"Our beds were full of vermin.

Sweat dripped eternally from the

slimy walls. The floors were filthy.
Bats slithered through the darkness.
There were continual draughts of
chilling, fetid air. My father was not
well and after months of this sort of
thing . . . we were never once allowed
out of our tiny cell . . . he took sick.

"I pleaded for a doctor. None came
for weeks. Finally, through the effort
of Dr. Eugene McCornack, an Ameri-
can surgeon and a great friend of my
father, they t o l d my 70-year-old
father they would have to operate in
that hell-hole."

Young Leguia clutched the arm of
the chair and leaned forward, intent.

His black eyes
glinted w i th
anger.

"What do
you think they
told that suf-
fering m a n ?
. . . 'You will
be operated
upon here!' It
was unspeak-
able! The man
who had never
harmed a flea,
who was uni-

versally known for his kindness and
gentleness, was to undergo a delicate
operation in that stinking hell!

SURGEONS FEARED TO TRY
"What could I do? I told my father

it was the only way out and if he died
the crime would be forever upon the
heads of his assassins. He agreed."

". . . And they operated there . . .
in that place?" asked the shocked re-
porter.

"No! Those Peruvian surgeons—
whom my father had himself helped to
educate—never came. They didn't
have the nerve. Instead, they left him
to suffer.

"Finally, Dr. McCornack gained ac-
cess to the prison and began to treat
my father. He could only partially
alleviate his suffering. It was intense.
The doctor had to work over my
father with those guards standing all
around him so that no word could pass
between Dr. McCornack, my father
or myself.

Angusto B. Leguia

"They always stood there watching
his agony; jeering at his pain.

"At last he grew worse and took
pneumonia. Then, only through the
heroic efforts of Dr. McCornack, was
he removed to a ramshackle naval
barracks. The night I helped carry him
on his cot from that prison was the
last time I saw my father. In the
awful agony of his suffering he leaped
from the cot and would not permit me
to carry him away.

"As he went away in the ambulance
several hundred people stood reverent-
ly by and as if by a signal shouted
'Viva Leguia'!"

"Then . . . your father . . ."
Leguia's eyes gazed wistfully into

the fire.
"He died shortly after that. I didn't

see him. They wouldn't let me attend
the funeral."

"Then they let you go?"
"No, indeed, they didn't. I went

back to the jug, this time to solitary
confinement. They put me in an even
dirtier, deeper and damper hole. There
were no lights. They gave me eight
candles a week. I lit them only long
enough to examine my food. I cooked
most of it myself, to help pass the
time. Often what was sent to me was
either stolen or poisoned.

DRESSED FOR DUNGEON DINNER
"I tested it with the silver. If the

silver was stained I went hungry. And
that was often. But they couldn't
break my spirit. I even dressed for
dinner. Tails and all, every night . . ."

A dyspeptic, bald-headed alumnus
in the distant corner flipped the page
of a red-backed adventure magazine
and yawned. Leguia went on.

"One morning they came to tell me
I was to be shot on the morrow.
'That's fine,' I said. 'I need a little
diversion. Is it to be in the morning,
at noon or in the evening?' They
wanted to know why I was so partic-
ular. Because, I explained, if it is in
the morning I will wear striped trous-
ers and a morning coat. If it is at
noon I will wear my business suit and
if it is in the evening I will wear

(Continued on next page.)



386 WEEKLY PHILATELIC GOSSIP

Mint Air Sets
5 Costa Rica, New Air, 5-25c I .28
Newfoundland, 5 and lOc .22
Sweden, 10 and 50 ore, Coil, 506-7 .25
Canada, B, 5, 6, 6c, 501-4 .30
Liechtenstein, 15rp.-lfr., 401-6 .85
Sudan, 5m-5p, Gordon, 405-13 1.45
Bolivia, 5c-3b, 327-34 3.5

S. E. THACHER
279 Walton Street, Fitchbarsr, Mas;

•British Guiana, 1898-99, 2 on lOc. .2
•British Guiana, 1898-99, 2 on 15c. .1
*St. Vincent, 1921-25, 5d. .3
•Ascension, 1922, %d. .1
•Barbados, 1916, 4d. .3
•Aitutaki, 1920, l%d. .0
Bermuda, 1906, 2%d. .4
Bermuda, 1922-27, 2%d. .2
Malta, 1903-04, 2%d. .3

BERT DeGRUSH
24 Davis St., Glens Falls, N. Y

Ic
EACH J A P A N lc

EACH

55 77 93 101 115 122 132 151 175 188 20
69 79 94 102 116 127 133 153 176 189 20
73 80 96 106 117 128 134 154 178 191 20
74 91 98 107 118 129 135 168 180 200 21
75 92 99 108 119 130 136 173 181 201 53
76 92a 100 109 121 131 137 174

Two cents each:
57 81 95 123 140 148 169 183 197 209 51
70 82 103 124 141 160 170 190 205 210 53
78 84 104 138 147 164 182 196 207 509 54

Postage extra. Thousands of others in stoc!
at 1 & 2c each. See previous ads for others
Price lists free.

H. V. HASSELBAUM 316 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, N. Y

25c Buys These
45 different stamps, including OTily Maps

Ships and Pictorials together with Thrace No
214, worth $1.50—ALL for 25c. Stamps ac
cepted.

COLLECTORS HANDBOOK SENT FREE
ELMER R. LONG

511 Seneca St., Harrisburg, Penna

WISCONSIN & NATIONAL PARKS

FIRST DAY COVERS
Covers b e a r i n g bi-colored Rubber

Stamped Cachet, to be mailed from
cities of first day release.

WISCONSIN COVERS
Singles 15c each
Blocks of 4 25c each

NATIONAL PARKS COVERS
Singles, lc, 2c, 3c, 4c, 5c values-15e each

(3c minimum postage used)
6c to lOc values lOc over face
Blocks of 4, all values lOc over face
Full set of 10 covers (as issued)

Singles $1.50
Blocks of 4 3.00

THE WASHINGTON STAMP CLUB
OF THE AIR

Radio Station WOL,
Hotel Annapolis, Washington, D. C.
Albert F. Kunze — D. H. Davenport

Cover Directors.

Mention W.P.G. when answering Ads,

01 $5.00 LIBERTY-NO. 573
Single used _$ .82 Extra fine —$1.30
Minor defect .45 Punched init. .35
Blk. of 4 4.35 Extra fine „ 4.75

Punched init. 1.50
Free! U. S. & Possessions Pr. List

No. 8 (3000 quotations). PINE U. S.
MATERIAL WANTED.

UPTOWN STAMP CO.
140G W. 42nd St., New York City

tails. I will show you how a Leguia
dies!"

"Then they didn't shoot you," ex-
claimed the reporter.

"No," laughed Leguia, "as you see.
They didn't have the nerve. They
hadn't a thing on me. They trumped
up ridiculous charges but the supreme
court had long before ordered my re-
lease. Finally they let me go, telling
me I had committed no crime!"

"When?"
LOST 100 POUNDS IN PRISON

"August 14, 1933, was the date. A
memorable day for Juan Leguia. I
was ordered out of the country. Still
half-blinded by my last 500 days of
solitary and weighing only 110 pounds
whereas I formerly weighed 200

pounds, I flew by plane to Arica in
Northern Chile, using, mind you, a
Chilean passport, supplied by the
Chilean government. There I joined
my brothers and sisters in exile."

"Do you expect to seek revenge?"
asked the reporter.

Juan turned and looked long at the
unemotional face in the painting. Then
he said positively:

"No. Most of our enemies are dead.
Many of the men who overthrew the
government met violent deaths. So,
why should I bother? Besides, there
is an old and widely-believed supersti-
tion in Peru that nothing can harm a
Leguia." — Reprinted f r o m Kansas
City Star.

DIGEST *

Australia (165). The Victorian Cen-
tenary issue foreshadowed in our
March 10, April 14 and 21 issues, will
show a view of the Yarra, as Batman
and Fawkner saw it, side by side with
an impression of the city as it is to-
day. The stamp will be oblong in
shape and considerably larger than
the ordinary postage stamp.

A John Maearthur stamp will be
issued to commemorate the centenary
of the founder of the Australian wool
industry. The stamp will probably
bear a likeness of Captain John Mae-
arthur. The above information was
taken from the Melbourne Herald.

Brazil (327). The 200r stamp chron-
icled on page 327 for the First Na-
tional Aeronautical Congress has
"Santos Dumont 1901" in the upper
right corner; "Bartolomeu de Gus-
man 1709" in the upper left hand
corner. "Primeiro Congresso Nacional
de Aeronautica" appears below.

India, Hyderabad (296). The 4p.
gray, 8p. green, la. sepia, and 4a.
blue, all types of 1931, have been over-
printed for official use. The stamps
are all pictorial designs.

India, Travancore (XVIII, 1741).
The "On S S" overprint has appeared
on the 3ch value of the 1908-11 issue.
The overprint is in red.

Iraq (XVIII, 1032). A new postage
set is being printed at New Maiden
and will portray the likeness of the

young King Ghazi. Plain paper is be-
ing used in the printing of the stamps.

Lithuania (357). The three stamps
to be issued in honor of Smetona's
birthday (chronicle on page 357) will
be engraved by Bradbury, Wilkinson
& Co.

Panama (XVIII, 1576). The set of
postage stamps to commemorate the
Silver Anniversary of the National
Institute of Panama will bear the in-
scription "Republica de Panama. Cor-
reos. 1901-1934. Bodas de Plata del
Institute Nacional." The values are:

lc blue (Portrait of President Jose D. de
Obaldia)

2c red (Dr. Morales)
5c green (Allegorical design)

lOc brown (National Institute)
12c olive (Dr. Facio)
15e blue (President Pablo Arosemena)

Peru (200). Two values of a new
air mail issue have just made their
appearance and Alberto de la Torre-
Bueno has shown us a copy of the
lower value. The design shows a plane
descending, with mountains in the
background. The coat of arms ap-
pears in the upper right hand corner
and a two wing design with "Correo
Aereo" appears in the upper left hand
corner; "Peru" appears at the top
and "2 dos soles 2" at the bottom of
the stamp. The stamps were printed
by Waterlow & Sons, Ltd. It is not
known if this is the complete set.

2 soles (blue)
5 soles (light brown)

(Continued on Page 395)

WANTED- W H O L E S A L E L O T S A N D
A C C U M U L A T I O N S

We solicit personal offers from dealers, accumulators, and collectors. If prices reasonable
cash is ready. No lot too large or small. Write first.

DEALERS: Are you interested in a new plan for buying small quantities of good stamps at
low prices ? If so, write for particulars.
W. J. ECKHARDT & CO., 613 West 144 St., New York, N. Y. A. P. S.


