REVIEW - THE BASICS REVIEW - THE BASICS

What is @ review?

In a revieW=
» usually have 1o explain how a product, service (

Yo

o8l i i H A lan U : 3
or artistic creation (a book, film, magazine, play, guage-learning magazine has asked for reviews of websites that W

. . » readers use t )
concert etc.) is svitable for a particular purpose or describ tP © help them learn English. The review should briefly
f people Yid ful © the content of the website, explaining why the reader finds it
group of people. €ful. You should also comment on at least one thing that could be

You will probobly need to write about sfrong/ Improved and say who this website is most useful for

weak " Write your review in 220-260 words.

You might have to give a brief description of the — OO

thing you're reviewing.

oints or positive /negative aspects.

Sometimes the task requires you to compare two

things, such as songs, films etc.

THE ONLY LANGUAGE-LEARNING WEBSITE YOU'LL EVER NEED

The English Hub is, without doubt, one of the most useful websites for learning ]

English that | have ever come across. Aimed at advanced learners, it contains @ A byies
wealth of resources which will undoubtedly help you on your English Wtroduction.
language-learning journey.

Divided into two sections focused on reading and listening, you'll find plenty or
authentic audio files and texts, each of which is followed by an activity

designed to help you increase your knowledge of English vocabulary. What this  conzent.
website does particularly well is that it focuses on interesting collocations, =
phrasal verbs and idioms, all essential for mastering English at an advanced
level. Another element that stands out is the live dictionary - click on any word seful.

on the website and you'll get an instant definition from a reputable dictionary!

As you can see, I'm a big fan of The English Hub but there are, unfortunately, a
couple of areas where it falls short. Firstly, some of the links to the audio files

and texts are broken, making it impossible to do the tasks. There needs to be a . uent on
sowething that
thorough revision of all the links to avoid user frustration. On top of that, - ould be

including a larger variety of sources, such as videos, advertisements, news clips,  iwmproved

scripts and even poems would increase the range, appeal and usefulness of the

website,

If you are a beginner or intermediate learner of English, this website is not for

i rse
You. However, for those more advanced learners who really want to imme

: Is.
themselves in authentic English, you couldn't ask for a better set of materia

f
Nowhere else on the internet have | found such an interesting and useful set o

resources,




FAQs (Q. = Question / A. = Answer)

Q. There are so many different things | might have to write about in a review. How do | knoy, whork
X ind

of langvage to vse?

A. When writing @ review, it
Highlight the key points in th
you're being asked to do.

is very important to analyse exactly what the task asks You to g
o.

e task before you start writing. This will help you to focys on wh
ctly

Q. What tone do | write o review in - formal/informal/neufral?
ral tone. When you're writing it, it's very helpfyl 1, "
ink tboy

A. A review is normally written in neut
! i 2 .
f it's for a travel magazine, imagine the kind of barsor

iew. For example, i
\Nho

who will read the rev
hink about what kind of language would keep them interested in raadi
=4ding to

will read the text and t

the end.

Q. Mow can | write in @ neutral tone?
A. Don't use very formal language. For example:

It is believed that the first album by The Clash is their best. (too formal)

The Clash s first album is by far their best.

Moreover, it is essential that you swim in the Olympic-sized swimming pool. (too formal)

A< wel as that, don't miss out on the chance to swim in the Olympic-sized swimming pool.

Q. How can | make my review interesting and catch the reader’s attention?

4. Use some of these features of neutral/informal writing:

rhetorical questions

exclamation marks

persona! language and experiences

idiomatic language (similes, metaphors, idioms, phrasal verbs)

Q. Should | give my review a title?

A. Yes, it's o good idea. Don't spend a long time trying to think of a brilliant title but choose oné that

doesn't copy words from the task, if possible.

Tips and tricks

abulary:

Writing @ review gives you an opportunity to use lots of great grammar and voc port
0
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erbs t0 write rich descriptions:

adv
Use adiecﬁves and
s
ad descripﬁ"e languag®€ where possible.
to d

" goeee mouthwatering food
delicious |'daY .............. a fO"\fOSﬁC frip away

iday
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xtreme Y

best albuw that this band has produced.
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re suitable for the themes in reviews:

Use phrases that cause inversion that @
Nowhere else -
Nowhere else have ! Sound 3 better resouvce for earning English.

gic fvow the disco downstadirs seareed.
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