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The Alan Moore Cartoon

The 2006 Housing Campaign
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COMIC book marvel Alan Moore is backing the campaign to
save council housing in Northamptonshire.

_ The 52-year-old grew up in Northampton’s Spring Boroughs and despite
living in poverty for much of his early life, still holds a great love and respect
for the area. For ithis reason he has thrown his weight behind the county’s
Defend Council H using campaign. ,

He is currently esigning the artwork for a run of 100 posters which will raise
. funds for the pressure group. The original will then be put on Ebay for Moore
fans the world over to bid for. ' '
He said: “It’s a cartoon that is showing a view not dissimilar to the one from
' the top of Scarletwell .
g Street looking up to
the tower blocks which
is a view I remember
very well from my own
childhood. = '
“You’re looking up
8| from " somewhere °
8| around the top end of
Spring Lane “School
and you've got a
gigantic, very fat cat
that is pulling back "
one of the skyscrapers
and with a look of
vicious greed in its -
eyes - is leaning for-
ward to rake its claws -
across: . Scarletwell .
StrgetfE - f > dane o0
Moore-said his main
reason for-backing the.
campaign was that the -
| area _had suffered
| administrative failure
_| for far too long. © -
-~ He.chose. the image

.as- a . result of
| Northampton Borough -
| Council selling Beau-
“mon nd -
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» blocks for £1 to Leicester Housing Association in April 2004.

He said: “I think it’s disgraceful but on the other hand hardly surprising. The
story of the Boroughs as far as I can see is one of criminal neglect going back as
far as the First World War. I don’t know what I'd propose because the Boroughs
could probably never be restored after the ravages that have been visited on it.

“A little bit of genuine investment wouldn’t hurt but if they can’t manage
that, if the council can just restrain themselves from sellmg off the last morsels
of it, that would be a positive.”

‘Northampton Borough Council plans to retain its housmg stock as a result of
- pressure from residents -

But DCH is.campaigning-for a fourth option from the Government which
“would mean local authorities had ample cash to spend on their housing stock.

‘The-: current proposals from deputy prime minister John Prescott’s office
~would leave housing associations reaping the benefits of a stock transfer and
better funding arrangements. :

DCH spokesman Norman Adams said: “We hope thlS will send a message to
the councils in Northants who are hell bent on conning tenants out of their -
“secure-tenancies with the bait of a new bathroom or some other bribe.
~ “Councils up and down the country have been falsely painting a rosy plcture
of what tenants will'get if they transfer their homes to a housing association.”
Housing bosses at NBC were dehghted to hear of Alan Moore’s support for
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~ Defend Council Housing:

- Spokesman ' Cllr Yousuf Miah (Cons,
Ecton Brook) said: “It’s very impressive to
have someone as high profile as that
- supporting them. In the end we want the
very best for our tenants which is good,
- decent homes: As you know we’re working
_ on that front to achieve the Government’

decent homes standard. _

. “If Mr Moore wants to help get on board
and fight the cause to get more money out
» ~of the Governinent then great.

. “If we want decent homes we have to
“think differently. We have our own decent
_home aspirations in Northampton which
-far exceed the Government’s. :

-“On one hand we’ve got to provide people
with decent homes at the Government
standard by 2010 but beyond that we will

struggle to give people the homes that they
- want and deserve
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