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Margaret Bondfield (1873-1953)  

Prominent trade unionist, women's rights activist, and politician who achieved 
several historical firsts. 

By Sue Miller & Chris Pounds 

 

 Early Political Career 

Margaret was a key figure in the labour movement, becoming the first woman to chair the 

General Council of the Trades Union Congress. 

Parliamentary Career 

After two unsuccessful attempts in Northampton (1920 and 1922), she was elected as a Labour 

MP for Northampton in 1923. She was one of the first three   women elected as Labour MPs, 

alongside Susan Lawrence and Dorothy Jewson. She served as Parliamentary Secretary in the 

Ministry of Labour during the first minority Labour government in 1924. 

First Female Cabinet Minister 

In the Labour government of 1929–31, she was appointed  Minister of Labour, making her the 

first woman to hold a Cabinet post and the first woman to be a Privy Counsellor. Her time as 

Minister of Labour (1929–31) was marked by economic crises and controversy over her 

consideration of cuts to unemployment benefits, which alienated some in the Labour 
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movement. Bondfield did not join Ramsay MacDonald's National Government when the Labour 

government collapsed in 1931. 

 

 

 

 

In the early 1920’s Margaret 
Bondfield challenged the British 
Government’s military intervention in 
the Russian Civil War.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She visited the new 
Soviet Republic in April 
1920. In addition to 
meeting many  Russian 
citizens  she shared an 
audience with Vladimir 
Lenin !  

 

 

 
2 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Campaign material produced 
by the Northampton Branch 
of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society 
promoting the re-election of   
Margaret Bondfield MP in 
1924.   The CWS was the 
predecessor of the modern 
Cooperative Society and 
supplied products to 
Co-operative  stores. 

An appeal to the 
Co-operative Women of 
Northampton to support 
Bondfield from the General 
Secretary of the 
Women’sCo-operative Guild. 
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